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Vol. LXV-No. 6 
 

The Sword of the 
Spirit was started 

in 1954 by the Rev. 
A. Pierce Middleton 

Dear Friends, 

S 
aint Augustine once said that the Scriptures are shallow enough for a 

baby to bathe in, and deep enough for an elephant to wade in, 

meaning that it is up to us how far we will go into the depths of the 

Bible.  As your Rector, I call us to go deeper and deeper into the Word as a 

community. 

In addition to our ongoing bible studies at St. Paul's, we have a new study 

beginning this Sunday during the Rector's Forum.  Led by Jay Trott, we will 

study Esther.  In Jay's own words: "Esther is the only book in the Bible that 

does not mention God directly, and yet no book demonstrates 

the presence and providence of God more clearly.  It describes 

a time of high drama when Israel was saved from complete 

destruction though the courage of 

a young woman acting on faith."  

Come learn more about this 

fascinating woman of God through 

the pages of the Bible. 

On June 15-17, we will hold a teaching mission as 

visiting professor Greg Beale guides us in the 

Scriptures.  Please sign up in the back of the 

church and join us for this exciting opportunity of 

insight. 

As we grow together spiritually, engaging the 

Scriptures is essential in knowing our living and 

active God.  May we enter new depths together as we fulfill our parish 

mission of "Transforming Lives Through 

Jesus Christ." 

Faithfully, 

St. Paul’s Church 
174 Whisconier Road 

Brookfield, Connecticut   06804 

(203) 775-9587 

www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com 
 

The Rev. Joseph Shepley, Rector 

Beth Miller, Parish Office Coordinator 

Dare to Dream, Beloved 

 

“God's Word is living and active.” 

      Hebrews 4:12 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com
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†  This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

Thu, May 31 -- Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
 - 7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 
Sat, June   2 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 
  7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford 
   - Youth Mission Trip Prep Day 
  10:00 am - PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall 
Sun, June   3 -- The Second Sunday after Pentecost 
  8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (LiveStream) (Facebook) 
  9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 
  10:30 am - Sunday School 
  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion (LiveStream) (Facebook) 
Mon, June   4 - 10:00 am - Christian Caring, Guild Room 
  7:00 pm - Stephen Ministry, Guild Room 
  7:00 pm - Men’s Bible Study, Crocker Hall (LiveStream) (Facebook) 
Tue, June   5 - 9:15 am - Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room 
  7:15 pm - Boy Scouts Troop 5, Crocker Hall 
Wed, June   6 - 10:00 am - Holy Communion & Healing   (Facebook) 
Thu, June   7 - 7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 
 - 7:30 pm - Mission Committee, Guild Room 
 - 7:30 pm - Property Committee, Classroom 
Sat, June   9 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 
  7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford 
  10:00 am - PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall 
  10:00 am - Jericho Food Pantry, Danbury 
Sun, June 10 - The Third Sunday after Pentecost 
  8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (LiveStream) (Facebook) 
  9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 
  10:30 am - Sunday School 
  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion (LiveStream) (Facebook) 
  12:30 pm - Sunday School Picnic 

I n our gospel reading this Sunday, Jesus is being 

watched by the “rule-keepers to see if they might find 

ways to condemn him.  But as in all his life, Jesus acted in 

the loving way - allowing the disciples to 

pick grain for food, and healing the man’s 

withered hand.  Do we as followers 

and apprentices of Jesus remember 

to make our life-decisions in the 

loving way God has modeled for 

us over and over? 

 

†  Happy Birthday to You! 
 

L aura Cruger and Michael DeAnzeris 

celebrate today!  Sunday is the big day for 

Barbara Mullen.  Throw a party on 

Tuesday for Thomas Franklin.  Bake a cake for 

Pam Mannion on Wednesday.  Have a blessed day 

everyone! 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+21:12&version=NRSVA
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+21:12&version=NRSVA
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
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My Dear Friends, 

T hank you so much for the wonderful 
celebration of our time together on 

Pentecost Sunday.  You have been such a 
joy for me.  I am deeply enriched by your 
fellowship and the grace and love of 
Christ that you have witnessed to me and 
all you encounter.  As if our own 
bittersweet farewell were not enough, that 
same weekend I also graduated from Yale 
and Berkeley Divinity schools, receiving 
my Master of Divinity degree and 
Diploma in Anglican Studies. 

Now begins the next chapter of my call to 
be the Good News as I seek and serve 
Christ in all persons.  I have been invited 
by The Episcopal Church, with the 
encouragement of our Connecticut 
bishops and my seminary, to travel 
beyond the red doors of St. Paul’s 
Brookfield for a post-graduate mission 
year at the Joel Nafuma Refugee Center 
and its parish home of St. Paul’s Within 
the Walls in Rome, Italy. 

I will be serving refugees who have fled 
disaster, persecution, and war, endured 
human trafficking networks, and made a 
perilous journey across land and sea in the 
hope of a safe if uncertain future.  The 
Refugee Center offers its 20,000 guests a 

year the basic necessities of 
food, clothing and daytime 
shelter, and legal help, 
language and skill training 
and job search assistance.  
Mostly, the Center unites 
peoples from many nations, 
cultures and languages 
under the wings of God’s 
protection, extending to 
them the dignity due all 
God’s children.  I will also 
be serving the diverse 
community of St. Paul’s, 
people hailing from many 
places, worshipping in both 
English and Spanish as they 
offer hospitality to pilgrims, 

Anglican, 
Episcopal and 
otherwise, 
from all over 
the world in 
addition to 
their operation 
of the Joel 
Nafuma 
Refugee Center. 

The next stage of my journey begins in 
June 12-25 with two weeks of mission 
orientation at Holy Cross Monastery in 
West Park, NY.  Then, after a quick 
summer making departure preparations, I 
leave for Rome mid-September, serving 
there through Pentecost 2019. 

I have been asked to raise $8,000 to help 
defray a portion of The Episcopal 
Church’s costs for my mission.  While I 
don’t have a specifics at this writing, I 
understand you have been very generous, 
and continue to invite your support in the 
form of contributions made payable to St. 
Paul’s noting your donation is for “Steve 
Nagy’s mission.”  

On Pentecost, you laid hands on me and 
invited God’s 
blessing on his 
servant.  Please 
continue to hold 
me in prayer. St. 
Paul’s Brookfield 
is a part of who I 
am now, and I look 
forward to sharing 
with you the next 
steps of this 
exciting journey.  
I’ll let you know 
how the orientation 
goes, and will also 
soon be sharing a 
bit more about where I will be going (I am 
still learning!). 

In gratitude, 

Steve 

†  A Call to Serve, When in Rome...  
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†  Hopeline Baby Bottle Campaign 

 

T he Hopeline Baby Bottle Campaign has begun. 

Hopeline is a Christian-based ministry supporting 

women during unplanned pregnancies.  In addition to 

material assistance for the care of the newborn, such 

as cribs, clothing, diapers, and other supplies, 

Hopeline offers counseling, support, and ultrasounds 

performed on newly pregnant women by an Ob-Gyn 

trained physician.  They offer post-abortion 

counseling to women of any age. 

 St. Paul’s supports Hopeline through its 

annual “Change for Change” Baby Bottle 

Fundraiser.  There are baby bottles at the back of the church and 

in Crocker Hall that we ask you to please fill with your loose 

change and bills and return them on June 17th.  Please Note: 

Checks should be made out to St. Paul’s with “Hopeline” in the 

memo line. 

 For more information, contact: Lois Hunt or Bonnie Wanzer. 

Last year 

St. Paul’s 

collected 

over $2,800! 

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS 
 

June   3rd  8 am - Wanzer’s  10:30 am - Switzer’s 
June 10th  8 am - Ferro’s  10:30 am - Church School Picnic 
June 17th  8 am - Melody’s  10:30 am - Lally’s 

Contact Mary Allen at 

203-775-6633 or 

chamla@charter.net. 

†  Stewardship Reflection 
 

“Then he took a cup, gave thanks, and gave it to 

them and they all drank from it …” – Mark 14:23 
 

J esus, the perfect steward, gave thanks, just before 

He gave Himself to us completely for our 

salvation.  He offers us the chance to drink from His 

cup.  In the Eucharist, we meet Christ personally and, 

if we listen to Him, we know what drinking from His 

cup means our own sacrifice - giving up some of our 

time, talent and treasure to do His work on earth. 

† Fathers’ Day Memorials 
  

F ather's Day is June 17.  Anyone wishing to have flowers on the altar in 

loving memory of a father, please make your check payable to Saint 

Paul's Church with the name or names of those to be remembered written on 

the memo line.  All memorials are due June 10.  Contact Gail Winkley with 

any questions at 203-775-3343 or gailwinkley@yahoo.com.  All the 

gentlemen worshiping with us on Father's Day will receive a boutonniere.  

mailto:Hi%20Dave. %20Could%20you%20please%20add%20that%20we%20needs%20Coffee%20Hour%20hCHAMLA@CHARTER.NET
mailto:gailwinkley@yahoo.com
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†   Happy Sabbath! 

by John Tuthill 
 

"But I tell you, something greater than the temple is here. 
If only you had known the meaning of ‘I desire mercy, not sacrifice,’ 

you would not have condemned the innocent…" 
  - Jesus in Matthew 12:6 (Berean Study Bible Translation) 

 

W 
hen God's people were still slaves in Egypt, Pharaoh made them work 

without a day of rest to control and to keep them in bondage.  But Moses had 

the people rest and worship on one day of every seven.  This change 

infuriated Pharaoh and he said to Moses and to Aaron: "...'Look, there are many of your 

people in the land and you are 

stopping them from their 

work" (Exodus 5:5 NLT).  

Interestingly, the Hebrew word 

for "rest" written in Exodus 5:5 

is "shabath," which the KJV 

Old Testament Lexicon 

available on BibleHub.com 

shows is a word that later came 

to refer "to cause to keep 

sabbath." 

 Pharaoh's reaction to his 

slaves suddenly resting every 

seventh day was to 

immediately impose 

impossibly increased work 

loads for the purpose of 

keeping them under bondage.  

He deliberately allowed them 

no time for rest and for 

worship of God.  Pharaoh 

decreed this; "You shall no 

longer give the people straw to make brick as before.  Let them go and gather straw for 

themselves.  And you shall lay on 

them the quota of bricks which they 

made before.  You shall not 

diminish it" Exodus 5:7-8 NKJV. 

Jesus said in the gospel 

appointed for us to hear this Sunday 

that He (the "Son of Man") is "Lord 

even of the Sabbath" (Mark 2:28). 

The Sabbath points to the 

coming of the Messiah, Jesus.  He is 

the rest from our spiritual labors to 

be made right with God, which can 

never hope be enough (Isaiah 64:6).  

As 2 Corinthians 5:21 says; "...in 

Him, we may become the 

righteousness of God" (WNT).  

Good News, indeed! 

Thanks be to God! 
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†  Discerning Thessalonians 
 

T he Rev. Dr. Gregory Beale is coming to St. Paul’s for a 
weekend of teaching mission.  Please join us Friday 

evening at 7 pm, and Saturday morning at 10 am, as Dr. Beale 
opens the Bible for us with newfound depth, understanding and 
insights.  He will also preach at both services on Sunday, June 
17th.  Please sign up in the back of the church and indicate which 
days you will attend.  

Beale (PhD, Cambridge) holds the J. Gresham Machen Chair 
of New Testament and is professor of New Testament and 
biblical theology at Westminster Theological Seminary in 
Philadelphia. 

He is the author or editor of several books, including The 
Right Doctrine from the Wrong Texts? and commentaries on 
Revelation and 1 and 2 Thessalonians.  Dr. Beale’s academic 

interests include the New Testament’s use of the Old Testament, the book of Revelation, the 
biblical-theological theme of the temple as the dwelling place of God, and the topic of 
inerrancy, among others.  

†  Men’s Bible Study Packing Them In 

Find out why more than 20 men gather each week to discuss the Bible.  We start 

promptly at 7; and end at 8 pm.  If you can’t make it person (Hint: Ladies this includes 

you), follow us online on Facebook Live or Livestream.  

†  Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study to Resume in Fall 
 

T he Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study will be studying, The Book of Isaiah, starting 
Tuesday, September 4th at 9:15 am in the Guild Room. 

ISAIAH  His name meant "the Lord is salvation" and this was his message for over 40 
years.  Through him the Lord pronounced judgment on the proud who sought to save 
themselves.  But through him God also comforted the 
humble with glimpses of a Prince of Peace and a 
Suffering Servant...a desert blossoming...the 
prisoners set free....the hungry fed....and the 
homeless sheltered. 

This will be an 18 week study of amazing 
discussions and enlightenment.  Please join 
us!!! 

Please join us in study on Tuesday's from 
9:15 - 11 am.  Please register by August 21, 
2018, by emailing Debbi Pomeroy at 
debbi415@aol.com.  Workbooks are $12. 

Where was Samuel lying when the LORD first called to him? 

1 Samuel 3:3-4 NIV 
 

mailto:debbi415@aol.com
http://bible.gospelcom.net/bible?passage=1+Samuel+3:3-4&version=NIV&showfn=yes
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†  The Apocyrpha  
by Justin Slaughter Doty 

 

“A bright light will shine to all the ends of the earth; many nations will come to you from 
far away, the inhabitants of the remotest parts of the earth to your holy name…  Go, then, and 
rejoice over the children of the righteous, for they will be gathered together and will praise the 
Lord of the ages.” 

 - BOOK OF TOBIAS 13:11-13 
 

In  the back of the American Episcopal prayer book, there is a section titled 

“historical documents.”  In that section of the Book of 

Common Prayer is the thirty-nine articles of religion.  It was a 

foundational document of the Anglican tradition and is still held 

to be binding by the Church of England and many Episcopalians 

who value a strong connection to the traditional Anglican 

Communion.  On page 868, under title VI, “Of the Sufficiency 

of the holy Scriptures for Salvation,” the canonical list of books 

in the Old and New Testament are listed in order.  Underneath 

that, however, is another section that is often passed over. 

“And the other Books (as Hierome saith) the Church doth 

read for example of life and instruction of manners; but yet doth 

it not apply them to establish any doctrine; such are these 

following...: 

The Third Book of Esdras The rest of the Book of Esther 

The Fourth Book of Esdras The Book of Wisdom 

The Book of Tobias Jesus the Son of Sirach 

The Book of Judith Baruch the Prophet 

The Song of the Three Children The Prayer of Manasses 

The Story of Susanna The First Book of Maccabees 

Of Bel and the Dragon The Second Book of Maccabees.” 

 On that page are listed the apocryphal (ἀπόκρυφος, meaning 

“hidden”) texts which we shall examine over the next few weeks.  The 

“Hierome” referenced above is Saint Jerome who translated the bible 

into Latin Vulgate.  It is partly thanks to Jerome that the Christian 

biblical canon was codified, and it was he who first coined the term 

“apocrypha” in reference to the debated “hidden” books of the 

Christian tradition.  Though he initially doubted their place in the 

canon, Jerome eventually sided with the established Church of that 

time and agreed on their canonicity.  Other church fathers, such as 

Eusebius - the “father of church history” - and Gregory of Nazianzus, 

did not recognize the apocrypha as “divinely inspired.”  As the church 

moved forward, the Apocrypha was always included in bibles.  

However, different regions came to understand it in different ways.  In 

fact, the Orthodox Churches of the East adopted even more apocryphal 

texts than the Roman Catholic Church (as the Orthodox often include 

Maccabees 3 and 4) and there was never an ecumenical council 

permanently settling the issue. 

 During the Reformation many humanists, reformers and scholars 

began to question the apocrypha once again.  The scholar Erasmus - 

who helped ignite the reformation by assembling the Textus Receptus, 

the first printed Greek New Testament - questioned the authorship of 

(Continued on page 9) 

 

At far right, Jerome.  

He spent the last 30 

plus years of his life 

writing and 

translating in a cave 

near Bethlehem, 

thought to be  very 

cave Jesus was born.  
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Name Tags - Please be courteous to your fellow 
parishioners, to newcomers, visiting clergy and guests 
by extending a warm welcome to them and by 
wearing your name tag.  And remember to wear 
them to coffee hour as well. 

many of the apocryphal texts.  The Church of England took a conservative path and 

included them in the Anglican liturgical system and prescribed them to be printed in all 

authorized bibles.  See the King James edition of 1611, which was printed and translated 

with an “apocryphal section.”  In response to the reformed scrutinization of the apocrypha, 

the Roman Catholic Church canonized them as divinely inspired at their counter-

reformation, the Council of Trent.  

Since the Reformation, the Anglican Communion has consistently read them throughout 

the year only for the increase of wisdom and not for foundation of doctrine whereas other 

protestant sects do not read the apocrypha liturgically at all.  The understanding in 

Anglicanism is that though the early church read many of the books, they 

also understood them to be “outside the canon” due to the apocryphal 

texts being overly Hellenistic, unrecognized as divine in the Jewish 

tradition, or non-orthodox in style and wisdom.  However, all three of the 

apostolic churches do agree in the wisdom and value of the apocrypha 

and Anglicanism continues to be the only place in the protestant world 

where the reading of these beautiful texts survive!  Over the next few 

weeks I hope to take a look at the apocryphal texts outlined within the 

Book of Common Prayer. 

(Continued from page 8) Apocrypha 

†  This Date on the Church 
Calendar 

 

Thursday, May 31st 

The Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
 

A fter the angel Gabriel had announced to Mary 
that she was to become the mother of Our 

Lord, Mary went from Galilee to Judea to visit her 
kinswoman Elizabeth, soon to be the mother of John 
the Baptist.  This visit is recorded in Luke 1:39-56.  
Elizabeth greeted Mary with the words, "Blessed are 
you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your 
womb."  Mary burst forth with the song of praise 
which we call the Magnificat, beginning, "My soul 
proclaims the greatness of the Lord."  We are told that 
even John the Baptist, still unborn, leaped for joy in 
his mother's womb.  Thus we are shown, side by side, 
the two women, one seemingly too old to have a 
child, but destined to bear the last prophet of the Old 
Covenant, of the age that was passing away; and the 
other woman, seemingly not ready to have a child, but 
destined to bear the One Who was Himself the 
beginning of the New Covenant, the age that would 
not pass away. 

It is this meeting that we celebrate today. 
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June 

T he sixth month is named after Juno, the Roman goddess of hearth and home. 

Juno’s month was lucky for weddings.  In years past among Christians, weddings 

were rarely held during the paschal seasons of Lent, the Triduum and Eastertime, which 

ends on Pentecost.  After Pentecost the time of summer weddings began. 

In the Northern Hemisphere, June is the month of the summer solstice.  The church keeps 

many solemnities this month.  Perhaps the reason is the good weather, because June is 

often the best month of the year for outdoor processions, street fairs and other festivities. 
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†  Art in the Christian Tradition 
 

The child Samuel tells Eli about God's displeasure with him.  
Wood engraving by A.R. Branston after R. Westall 

Our Daily Bread 

Our Daily Bread for June, July & August is now available on the 
table in the back of the church.  

Our Daily Bread contains a scripture verse and meditation for 
each day. 
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Greeters Needed 
  

Greeting people in a warm way makes 
them feel good about their presence in 

church. 
At St. Paul’s, we are always looking for 
people who feel called to serve in this 

important ministry. 
 If you are interested in becoming a 

greeter, please contact Pam Szen 
(prszen@gmail.com) 

or David Szen 

 

†  Pray It Up 
 

N otice the Red and White prayer request cards in the 
pew?  Each Sunday, fill out your request, put it in the 

red bowl on the table on the way to communion.  Then take a card from 
the bowl either right then or after service.  Pray for that request for one 
week.  How comforting to know that your request is being prayed for 
and that you are praying for someone else’s!  You might just be 
praying for the person sitting next to you!  Or, if you’d prefer - please 
send your request to St. Paul’s at prayingnow2@gmail.com!   

St. Paul’s has started a new ministry … in Portuguese!  Our own Joe 

Bernardo prepares a timely message that is available on our website, our 

Facebook page and our YouTube channel.  You might want to check it out.  

Be sure to “like” it and share it with your Portuguese friends. 

Now with an English 

explanation after the 

credits 

mailto:prszen@gmail.com
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/portugues.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/portugues.html
mailto:prayingnow2@gmail.com
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The 

Rector’s 

Forum 

†  You Can Help  

T he second Saturday of each month a group from St. Paul’s 

volunteers at the Jericho Food & Clothing Pantry on Spring Street in 

Danbury.  Please consider signing up by emailing Laurie DoBosh 

ldobosh@tcco.com.  The pantry is also looking for donations of reusable 

grocery bags and plastic bags for the clients to put their food in.  We are 

also looking for coloring books and crayons for the children who come 

with their parents to the pantry (gently used is accepted) and travel size 

toiletries you usually find at hotels are also needed.  Please place 

donations in Crocker Hall bin marked Jericho (left hand brown bin).  

 

†  Seven Things You Can Say to a New 

Face at Church 
 

(This has been making the rounds on the internet and it is worth 

sharing here.) 

1)  “Thank you for being here.”  It’s just that basic.  

Numerous church guests who returned because they were 

simply told “thank you.” 

2)  “Let me help you with that.”  If you see someone struggling with umbrellas, young 

children, diaper bags, purses, and other items, a gesture to hold something for them is a 

huge positive.  Of course, this comment is appropriate for member to member as well. 

3)  “Please take my seat.”  Have some compassion on a young family who is trying to find a 

place to sit together and offer yours. 

4)  “Here is my email address.  Please let me know if I can help in any way.”  Of course, 

this comment must be used with discretion, but it can be a hugely positive message to a 

guest. 

5)  “Can I show you where you need to go?”  Guests will not know where to find the 

nursery, restrooms, class rooms and parish hall.  You can usually tell when a guest does not 

know where he or she is to go.  Don’t just point them in the right direction, take them there. 

6)  “Let me introduce you to ___________.”  The return rate of 

guests is always higher if they meet other people.  Take the 

opportunity to introduce the guest to the rector, other church staff, 

and other members of the church. 

7)  “Would you join us for breakfast or lunch?”  The situation must 

obviously be appropriate before you offer the invitation.  This 

approach might have the highest guest return rate of any one factor.  

What if you sought to invite different guests or parishioners you 

don’t know well several times a year?  The burden would not be 

great; but the impact would be huge. 

The Rector’s Forum meets every Sunday in the Guild Room 

between services at 9:30 am.  It is currently studying the Book 

of Esther led by Jay Trott.  Esther is the only book in the Bible 

that does not mention God directly, and yet no book 

demonstrates the presence and providence of God more 

clearly.Come learn more about this fascinating woman of God. 

mailto:ldobosh@tcco.com
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Follow Us Live 
The best way to participate at 

St. Paul’s is to attend our worship 
services and join in our various 
events.  However, there are still 
times when you might be unable to 
partake because of weather or 
illness.  Many of our services are 
available on Livestream or Facebook 
Live.  It has been used by our 

“Snow Birds,” 
students away at 
college, parishioners 
on vacation and 

former members who have moved 
away.  Why not introduce it to your 
friends who may be looking for a 
church and don’t know what to 
expect?  The services can be watched 
live or later for up to three weeks 
online.  Just click on the LiveStream 
button or tab on our website for 
more info.  

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
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†  This Sunday’s Readings 

 

Lord of the Sabbath 
 

 1 Samuel 3:1-20  

I n our Hebrew scripture reading we hear how Samuel learns that the Lord is calling him 
to make him God’s prophet.  Three times the boy Samuel misunderstands and 

thinks that it is his mentor Eli summoning him during the night.  Finally Eli realizes it 
must be the Lord, and tells Samuel to be ready.  In the morning Samuel informs Eli of 
the punishment that is about to come upon his house.  As Samuel grows, all Israel 
recognizes that he has been chosen by God to prophesy to the people. 
 Psalm 139:1-5, 12-17  

With marvelous wisdom, God alone perceives the heights and depths of life. 
 2 Corinthians 4:5-12  

In this lesson Paul teaches that although human weakness is all too apparent in 
those who preach the gospel, what is proclaimed is the glorious light of revelation of 
God in Jesus Christ.  The same divine light which first shone at the creation has now 
been manifested in Jesus.  Human frailty becomes the means for God to prove that God 
is the source of the power of the gospel.  Paul’s sufferings and mortality are a way of 
sharing in the weakness and death in which Jesus himself participated.  Yet through 
perseverance, they point beyond themselves to the source of life greater than death. 
 Mark 2:23-3:6  

In the gospel Jesus proclaims in word and sign that the Son of Man is sovereign over 
the sabbath law.  The interpretation of the Torah prevailing during this period regarded 
both the plucking of grain and healing to be forms of work, and therefore activities 
forbidden on the sabbath day.  Jesus, however, teaches that human need and the doing 
of good must always take precedence over rigid interpretation, for “the sabbath was made for 
humankind, and not humankind for the sabbath.”  Many Jewish teachers of the time agreed 
that the sabbath must always be seen as a blessing for human life and not as an arbitrary 
requirement.  
Jesus goes 
beyond this in 
announcing 
that he 
possesses and 
even greater 
authority for 
human 
behavior than 
the law. 

†  Pick Up Your Copy Today!  

 Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will 

be available at the back of the church. 

†  Sermon Shorts 
 

"T hree times Holy!”  To replay all our sermons, 

audio and videos follow this link for the Sunday 

Sermons.  Check out our Sermon Archives as well. 

 
 

Mark 2:23 -- 3:6 

So what are we 

religious people to do 

with this lesson?  On 

the one hand, like the 

Pharisees, we want to 

live our lives in accord 

with the Bible.  But on 

the other hand, we find 

Jesus using the Bible 

to challenge 

understandings of what 

the Bible tells us to do!  

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp4_RCL.html#ot1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp4_RCL.html#ps1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp4_RCL.html#nt1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp4_RCL.html#gsp1
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermons.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermons.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/sermon-archives-2018.html


18  

 
†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 

 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 
such a privilege.  The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all 

time.  Please pray for… 
 
.....Fr. George Hall, Brenda Darling, Jean Stauffer, 
Lorraine Estok and other parishioners convalescing 
in extended care facilities. 
.....St. John’s, New Milford; Grace Church, Newington; 
Trinity, Newtown; St. John’s, Niantic. 
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area. 
......Companions in Mission for Publishing & 
Communication, Education for Ministry leaders and 
students. 
.....Ginny Beck, Clayton Ferry, Gary Stein, Joe & Barbara Hock, Sue Balla, Rose 
Barrett, Jim Megura, Jay Lawrence, Alex, Teresa Stacchiotti, Mary DeAnzeris, 
Anthony, Paul Kovacs, Denise, Lee Rybos, Sandy Chaleski, Pam Altemus, Stu Terrill, 
David Lindsay, Jennifer, Susan & Rhonda continued healing. 
.....the people of the Republic of Albania; the people of Paraguay; Diocese of Daejeon - 
(Korea) The Revd Moses Nak Jun Yoo ; and our sister and brother members of the United 
Reformed Church in Congo. 
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of ISIS forces.  Pray also 
for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ. 
.....Michael for protection from mortar attacks in Somalia with the UN peacekeeping 
service. 
.....Victory Christian Center, Danbury, the recipient of our food basket collections for the 
month of May. 
.....New Hope Baptist Church, Danbury, a partner congregation of the Jericho Partnership. 
.....The Conservation of Natural Resources. 
.....Cathy Schrull, healing, and peace and comfort during her treatments. 
.....Bill Beattie, founder and chairman of the Jericho Partnership, complete healing of 
Multiple Myeloma. 
.....George & Jocelyn Franklin, Bradley and Douglas. 
.....Everyone affected by the recent storm. 
.....Mary Nigro. 
.....Joseph Sampson, Eric’s father, for an upcoming surgery. 

 

†  This & That & Links 
(Click on pictures or red links for more info) 

 

Links We Like 
 

Things That Make You Think 
 

Back Issues of Sword Points 
 

Heavenly Appeals 
 

 A funny cartoon about a 
good demon who is 
appealing his sentence of 
eternity in hell.  He's just 
outside the gates of heaven 
but still has to deal with a fat 
angel to prove his worth. 
Enjoy some animated 
goodness that deals with the 
issues of religion, god and 
bureaucracy! 

http://www.stjohnsepiscopalchurch-newmilford.org/
http://www.gracechurchnew.org/
http://www.trinitynewtownct.org/
http://www.stjohnsniantic.org/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Albania
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paraguay
http://www.anglicancommunion.org/structures/member-churches/member-church/diocese/position.aspx?church=korea&dio=daejeon&pos=bishop-elect-of-daejeon&posID=19809
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Reformed_Church_in_Congo
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Reformed_Church_in_Congo
https://www.facebook.com/GMVCC/
http://newhopedanbury.org/
http://www.missionstclare.com/english/prayers/41.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/links.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/things-that-make-you-think.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/weekly-qsword-pointsq.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/contact-us.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MYq_35xJtFY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MYq_35xJtFY
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Mail…..Send us photos and info about your travels, your home group, your pets, your 

sports teams to stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com. 

June Lay Schedule 

 

Lectors and Intercessors, please remember to check in before the 

service in the Vesting Room.  Thank You! 

June 17th 
 

8:00 AM 

Welcoming:  Pam Szen 

Acolyte:  John Tuthill 

Lector:  1 Samuel 15:34-16:13  Pam Szen 

Intercessor:   

Lay Reader:  Tim Huber 

Lay Reader:  Mike Chengeri 

Psalm 20     2 Corinthians 5:6-17 
 

10:30 AM 

Welcoming:  Vito Barbieri / Sandra Visser 

Acolyte:  Joe Bernardo 

Lector:  1 Samuel 15:34-16:13  Sandy Chaleski 

Intercessor:   

Lay Reader:  Ray Ferro 

Lay Reader:  Jim Castronova 

Psalm 20     2 Corinthians 5:6-17 

 June 10th 
 

8:00 AM 

Welcoming:  Pam Szen 

Acolyte:  Jack Powell 

Lector:  1 Samuel 8:4-20, 11:14-15  Pam Szen 

Intercessor:  Mary Perry 

Lay Reader:  Mike Chengeri 

Lay Reader:  John Tuthill 

Psalm 138     2 Corinthians 4:13-5:1 
 

10:30 AM 

Welcoming:  Vito Barbieri / Ron Switzer 

Acolyte:  Jack Meyer 

Lector:  1 Samuel 8:4-20, 11:14-15  Ray Ferro 

Intercessor:  Lisa Richardson 

Lay Reader:  JoAnn Harnak 

Lay Reader:  Joe Bernardo 

Psalm 138     2 Corinthians 4:13-5:1 

June 3rd 
 

8:00 AM 

Welcoming:  Peter & Cindy Maier 

Acolyte:  Jack Powell 

Lector:  1 Samuel 3:1-20  John Tuthill 

Intercessor:  Linda Pendergast 

Lay Reader:  Tim Huber 

Lay Reader:  Don Winkley 

Psalm 139:1-5, 12-17     2 Corinthians 4:5-12 

 

10:30 AM 

Welcoming:  Laurie DoBosh / Sandra Visser 

Acolyte:  JoAnn Hornak 

Lector:  1 Samuel 3:1-20  Vito Barbieri 

Intercessor:  Ray Ferro 

Lay Reader:  Jim Castronova 

Lay Reader:  Joe Bernardo 

Psalm 139:1-5, 12-17     2 Corinthians 4:5-12 

June 24th 
Healing Sunday 

8:00 AM 

Welcoming:  Joyce & John Sarver 

Acolyte:  Jack Powell 

Lector:  1 Samuel 17: 1a, 4-11, 19-23, 32-49 

  Ingrid Pruss 

Intercessor:  Tim Huber 

Lay Readers:  Jay Trott / John Tuthill 

Psalm 9:9-20     2 Corinthians 6:1-13 

 

10:30 AM 

Welcoming:  Laurie DoBosh / Sandra Visser 

Acolyte:  JoAnn Harnak 

Lector:  1 Samuel 17: 1a, 4-11, 19-23, 32-49 

  Lisa Richardson 

Intercessor:  Mary Perry 

Lay Readers:  Joe Bernardo / Ray Ferro 

Psalm 9:9-20     2 Corinthians 6:1-13 

mailto:stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp6_RCL.html#ot1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp6_RCL.html#ps1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp6_RCL.html#nt1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp6_RCL.html#ot1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp6_RCL.html#ps1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp6_RCL.html#nt1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp5_RCL.html#ot1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp5_RCL.html#ps1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp5_RCL.html#nt1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp5_RCL.html#ot1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp5_RCL.html#ps1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp5_RCL.html#nt1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp4_RCL.html#ot1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp4_RCL.html#nt1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp4_RCL.html#ot1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp4_RCL.html#nt1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp7_RCL.html#ot1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp7_RCL.html#ps1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp7_RCL.html#nt1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp7_RCL.html#ot1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp7_RCL.html#ps1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp7_RCL.html#nt1
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

     
 
 
 

 

1 
 

 

2 
 
7:30 am  Men’s  

        Prayer Breakfast 
 

7:30 am  John 21:12 
 Group 

 

          Mission Trip Prep  
 Day 

 

9:30 am  PraiseMoves 
 

3   2 Pentecost 
 
8:00 am  Traditional  

Communion 
9:30 am  Rector’s Forum 
10:30 am  Sunday School 
10:30 am  Contemporary 

Communion 
 

4 
 
10:00 am  Christian 

 Caring 
 

7:00 pm  Stephen  
               Ministry 

 

7:00 pm  Men’s Bible 
Study 

 

5 
 
9:15 am  Ladies Bible  
                Study 
 

7:00 pm  Communications 
 Committee 

 

7:30 pm  Boy Scouts 

6 
 
10:00 am  Holy  

Communion & Healing 
 

 

7 
 
7:30 pm  Mission   

               Committee 
 

7:30 pm  Property  
              Committee 

 
 

7:30 pm  Music Night 

8 
 
 
 

9 
 
7:30 am  Men’s  

        Prayer Breakfast 
 

7:30 am  John 21:12 
 Group 

 

9:30 am  PraiseMoves 
 

10:00 am  Jericho Food 
Pantry 

 

 

10  3 Pentecost 
 
8:00 am  Traditional  

Communion 
9:30 am  Rector’s Forum 
10:30 am  Sunday School 
10:30 am  Contemporary 

Communion 
12:00 pm  Sunday School 

Picnic 

11  St. Barnabas 
 
7:00 pm  Men’s Bible 

Study 

  

12 
 
7:30 pm  Boy Scouts 

13 
 
10:00 am  Holy  

Communion & Healing 
 

7:00 pm  Staff Meeting 
 

7:30 pm Vestry Meeting 

14 
 
7:30 pm  Music Night 

15 
 
7:00 pm  Dr. Beale 

 Teaching 

16 
 
7:30 am  Men’s  

        Prayer Breakfast 
 

7:30 am  John 21:12 
 Group 

 

9:00 am  Dr. Beale 
 Teaching 

 

17  4 Pentecost 
 
8:00 am  Traditional  

Communion 
9:30 am  Rector’s Forum 
10:30 am  Sunday School 
10:30 am  Contemporary 

Communion 
 

18 
 
7:00 pm  Stephen  

               Ministry 

 

19 

 
7:30 pm  Boy Scouts 

20 
 
10:00 am  Holy  

Communion & Healing 
 

21 

 
7:30 pm  Music Night 

22 23  Nativity of 
 St. John the 

 Baptist 
 
7:30 am  Men’s  

        Prayer Breakfast 
 

7:30 am  John 21:12 
 Group 

 

9:300 am  PraiseMoves 
 

11:00 am  St. Paul’s 
 Quilters 

24  5 Pentecost 
Healing Sunday 

 
8:00 am  Traditional  

Communion 
9:30 am  Rector’s Forum 
10:30 am  Sunday School 
10:30 am  Contemporary 

Communion 
 

25  Nativity of 
 St. John the 

 Baptist 
 
7:00 pm  Men’s Bible 

Study 

26 
 
 

 

27   
 
10:00 am  Holy  

Communion & Healing 
 

28 
 
7:30 pm  Music Night` 
 

29  St. Peter & 
 St. Paul 

 
 

30 
 
7:30 am  Men’s  

        Prayer Breakfast 
 

7:30 am  John 21:12 
 Group 

 

9:30 am  PraiseMoves 
 

June 2018 

Pilgrimage to Egypt, Jordan & Israel 
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†  It Takes An Editorial Board 

Contributors to this Weeks 
Sword Points: 

 

M ary Allen, Susan Balla, Chris Barrett, Ron Crowcroft, Justin Doty, Carol Ferro, Steve Hemming, Lois 
Hunt, Susan Iverson, Beth Miller, Nicole O’Connors, Patrick O’Connors, Mary Perry, Ken Perry, 

Kirsten Peterson, Debbi Pomeroy, Joe Shepley, Tara Shepley, Pam Szen, David Szen, Ron Switzer, Jay Trott, 
John Tuthill, Don Winkley and Gail Winkley. 

 
 

 

Just For Fun ! 
(And Christian Fellowship) 

 

Random Fact of the Week!  
Did you know … that it is possible – though potentially 

injurious – to blow up a hot-water bottle (pictured) with 

your nose?  
Editor’s Note:  Don’t try this at home.  And, 

No, that is not 
Joe Bernardo! 

Sunday, August 5th 

https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
https://instagram.com/stpaulsb/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hot_water_bottle_blowing

