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†  Filled with an Everlasting Satisfactiom 
 

"Taste and see that the Lord is good"   
 PSALM 34:8 

Dear Friends, 

F or the third week in a row our lessons speak to us about 

bread, a subject so important that it will be the focus of 

the gospel readings throughout this entire month.  Last 

Sunday in our reading from Exodus, we focused on the 

unmerited, mysterious meal of manna in the wilderness, the 

context of the 6th chapter of John which began with the 

feeding of the 5,000. 

This coming Sunday in 1 Kings we will read the story of how 

God provided bread for Elijah in the wilderness, while in 

John's Gospel Jesus further speaks of himself as the Bread of 

Life.  For those in a spiritual wilderness in any age, God 

promises the provision of bread. 

As we feast on God's daily bread for us 

through Word and Sacrament, we find our 

spiritual hunger met and our emptiness 

filled with an everlasting satisfaction that 

only God can give.  Join us this 

Sunday, for there is plenty of room 

at God's Table.  Taste and see 

that the Lord is good. 

Faithfully, 

August 9, 2018 

Sword Points 
Transforming 

Lives Through 

Jesus Christ 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com
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†   The Credible Hulk 
by John Tuthill 

 

"Be angry but do not sin…” 
 

  - The Apostle Paul’s Letter to the Ephesians 4:26 (NHEB Translation) 
 

W 
hat do you think - does this from the readings we will hear this week seem 

the least little bit surprising: "Be angry and do not sin..."?  Hold on - I 

thought Christians were supposed to be left with only "happy-clappy" 

emotions remaining after being born again.  But it seems instead from this verse and others 

elsewhere that becoming new creatures in Christ (see 2 Cor. 5:17) will NOT include entirely 

losing our emotions such as anger, never to feel them 

again in any way.  Searching throughout the Bible as a 

whole, it seems (surprisingly) that anger will still keep 

its place in us.  The Bible teaches that it will be a 

purified anger and that it will no longer lead to evil 

actions or to holding onto our cherished old grudges as 

idols.  The idea found in this verse is worthwhile for 

any Christian to look into and to wrestle with for a 

clearer understanding of our transformation and also for 

considering the difference between Law and Gospel. 

 There is no shortage of Bible verses pointing to 

human anger that is unrighteous (see James 1, Psalm 37, 

Galatians 5, just to name a few).  But to find a verse that 

will come out and state that all anger is "wrong" or 

unholy is not possible.  Even our Lord Jesus as fully 

man felt and expressed anger on several occasions in 

the gospel accounts.  And as a man, we know that Jesus 

never sinned and yet did indeed as a man make His 

anger clear.  Remember, the cleanings of the Temple 

courts (with a whip!) and when He healed the man with 

the withered hand (Mark 3:5) Jesus was angered and 

grieved at the unbelief and at the hardness of the hearts in those who witnessed it.  Anger is 

also found mentioned in the Psalms, most often mentioned as anger by God Himself and 

toward evil.  Even faithful saints are shown to have their angered actions which were not 

condemned; King David himself in the Psalms wrote this, "Do I not hate those who hate 

you, Lord, and detest those who are in rebellion against you?" (Psalm 139:21, Berean Study 

Bible Translation).  Back to Paul's letter and the verse above that we will hear on Sunday, 

perhaps the distinction is clearest in what he wrote so succinctly: "Be angry but do not 

sin...".  The felt emotion of anger where it is justified (such as against false teaching about 

Christ, or against domestic violence for 

example) cannot lead to sinful action in 

reaction, but only to the extent that is 

justified.  The surprising point to 

consider is just this - God's Word affirms 

we will at times still have the emotions 

that match our Maker's emotions, 

including anger.  We will at times feel 

angry, under grace and with the "fruit of 

the Spirit", which is self-control (See 

Galatians 5:22-23). 

Thanks be to God! 
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†  This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

Sat, Aug 11 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 
  7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford 
  10:00 am - PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall 
  10:00 am - Jericho Food Pantry, Danbury 
Sun, Aug 12 - The Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost 
  8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (Livestream) 
  9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 
  10:30 am - Summer Sunday School 
  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion  (Livestream) 
Mon, Aug 13 - 7:00 pm - Men’s Bible Study, Crocker Hall  (Livestream) 
Wed, Aug 15 --  St. Mary, the Virgin 
  10:00 am - Holy Communion & Healing  (Facebook) 

Sat, Aug 18 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 
  7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford 
  10:00 am - PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall 
Sun, Aug 19 -- The Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
  8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (Livestream) 
  9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 
  10:30 am - Summer Sunday School 
  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion  (Livestream) 

Presiding Bishop Michael Curry doing well after surgery  
 

The Presiding Bishop informed all on Wednesday, July 25 that he would undergo 

surgery for prostate cancer (letter available here on the Episcopal News Service 

website). The Episcopal Church Office of 

Public Affairs released late Tuesday, July 31, 

evening that the Presiding Bishop was doing 

well after the procedure to remove the 

prostate gland. More information will be 

released as needed from the Public Affairs 

office.  

Please continue to keep Michael, his family 

and friends, and all who love him in your 

prayers.  

 

†  World Vision: Helping Children Across the Globe 
 

W orld Vision, a 

Christian 

humanitarian organization, 

was founded in 1950 and 

currently helps over four 

million children in nearly 100 countries.  The organization works with 

children, families, and their communities to reach their full potential by tackling the causes 

of poverty and injustice.  World Vision provides emergency assistance to children and 

families affected by disasters and conflict, partners with communities for long-term solutions 

to alleviate poverty, and advocates for justice on behalf of the poor.  World Vision is one of 

the many ministries St. Paul’s supports.  For more information on this global humanitarian 

organization and to learn how you can get involved, please go to www.worldvision.org. 

Çiğdem Üsekes 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+21:12&version=NRSVA
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+21:12&version=NRSVA
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
https://www.episcopalnewsservice.org/2018/07/31/presiding-bishop-michael-curry-resting-after-surgery/
https://www.episcopalnewsservice.org/2018/07/31/presiding-bishop-michael-curry-resting-after-surgery/
https://www.episcopalnewsservice.org/2018/07/31/presiding-bishop-michael-curry-resting-after-surgery/
https://www.episcopalnewsservice.org/2018/07/31/presiding-bishop-michael-curry-resting-after-surgery/
https://www.worldvision.org/
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†  This Date on the Church Calendar 

 

Wednesday, August 15th 

Saint Mary the Virgin 
Mother of Our Lord Jesus Christ 

 

T he honor paid to Mary, the virgin mother of Jesus Christ our Lord and God, goes 
back to the earliest days of the Church.  Indeed, it goes back further, for even before 

the birth of her Son, Mary prophesied, "From this time forth, 
all generations shall call me blessed." [Magnificat] 

The New Testament records several incidents from the life 
of the Virgin: her betrothal to Joseph, the Annunciation by the 
angel Gabriel that she was to bear the Messiah, her Visitation 
to Elizabeth the mother of John the Baptist, the Nativity of 
our Lord, the visits of the shepherds and the magi, the 
Presentation of the infant Jesus in the Temple at the age of 
forty days, the flight into Egypt, the Passover visit to the 
Temple when Jesus was twelve, [Matthew 1:16,18-25; 
Matthew 2; Luke 1:26-56; Luke 2]; the wedding at Cana in 
Galilee and the performance of her Son's first miracle at her 
intercession [John 2:1-11], the occasions when observers said, 
"How can this man be special?  We know his 
family!" [Matthew 13:54-56; Mark 6:1-3; Luke 4:22; also 
John 6:42], an occasion when she came with others to see him 
while he was preaching [Matthew 12:46-50; Mark 3:31-35; 
Luke 8:19-21], her presence at the foot of the Cross, where 
Jesus commends her to the care of the Beloved Disciple [John 
19:25-27], and her presence with the apostles in the upper 
room after the Ascension, waiting for the promised Spirit 
[Acts 1:14]. 

She is thus seen to be present at most of the chief events of her Son's life. 
Besides Jesus himself, only two humans are mentioned by name in the Creeds.  One is 

Pontius Pilate, Roman procurator of Judea from 26 to 36 AD.  That Jesus was crucified by 
order of Pontius Pilate pins down the date of his death within a few years, and certifies that 
we are not talking, like the worshippers of Tammuz or Adonis, about a personification or 
symbol of the annual death and resurrection of the crops.  His death is an event in history, 
something that really happened. 

The other name is that of Mary.  The Creeds say that Christ was "born of the virgin 
Mary."  That is to say, they assert on the one hand that he was truly and fully human, born of 
a woman and not descended from the skies like an angel. 

On the other hand, by telling us that his mother was a virgin they exclude the theory that 
he was simply an ordinary man who was so virtuous that he eventually, at his baptism, 
became filled with the Spirit of God.  His virgin birth attests to the fact that he was always 
more than merely human, always one whose presence among us was in itself a miracle, from 

(Continued on page 5) 

“...b e kind to one another, 
tenderhearted, forgiving one 

another as God in Christ has forgiven you.  
Therefore, be imitators of God as beloved 
children, and live in love as Christ loved us and 
gave himself up for us, a fragrant offering and 
sacrifice to God.”  How do we “show forth in 
our daily lives” our gratitude and thanks for 
this greatest of freely-given gifts? 
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the first moment of his earthly existence. 
In Mary, Virgin and Mother, God gives us a sign that Jesus is both truly God and truly 

Man. 
It sometimes happens that someone will report an appearance of the Virgin Mary, 

bearing a message, usually encouraging faithfulness in prayer.  A reader has asked, "How far 
back do such reports go?"  According to Donald Attwater (Penguin Dictionary of Saints), 
Gregory of Nyssa (335-395) says that the earliest known report of a supernatural appearance 
of the Blessed Virgin to anyone was of one to Gregory Thaumaturgos (213-270). 

The genuineness of these appearances is not official Roman Catholic doctrine.  It is 
perfectly possible to reject all such appearances as delusions, and still be a Roman Catholic 
in good standing. 

Little is known of the life of the Virgin Mary except insofar as it intersects with the life 
of her Son, and there is an 
appropriateness in this.  The 
Scriptures record her words to the 
angel Gabriel, to her kinswoman 
Elizabeth, to her Son on two 
occasions.  But the only recorded 
saying of hers to what may be 
called ordinary, run-of-the-mill 
hearers is her instruction to the 
servants at the wedding feast, to 
whom she says simply, indicating 
her Son, "Whatever he says to 
you, do it." 

This we may take to be the summation of her message to the world.  If we listen to her, 
she will tell us, "Listen to Him.  Listen to my Son.  Do what He tells you."  When we see 
her, we see her pointing to her Son. 

If our regard for the Blessed Virgin does not have the immediate effect of turning our 
attention from her to the One whom she carried in her womb for nine months and suckled at 
her breast, to the Incarnate God, the Word made flesh, then we may be sure that it is not the 
kind of regard that she seeks. 

A right regard for her will always direct us to Him Who found in her His first earthly 
dwelling-place.               written by James Kiefer 

(Continued from page 4) Saint Mary the Virgin 

Episcopal Relief & Development and the Fires in Northern California  

 

The Episcopal Relief & Development is working with the communities in the Northern 

California area, particularly the Diocese of Northern California, to provide aid to all affected by 

the Carr Fire, which 

started on July 23.  The 

Carr Fire is one of, if not 

the, largest fire currently 

burning in California, 

destroying upwards of 

1,000 homes and killing 

six individuals  
Please consider donating 

to the US Disaster Fund 

of Episcopal Relief & 

Development and continue 

praying for our siblings in 

Christ in California.  

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001dfvibDA1UmsdJqpsgon0-3mgBfxyzQiyYk6DBnjYuYLNRXthl-f9vUEx2_Q2flinu79l1W9ZCs2A4tEHR0Zc-YWtKVpohW4Iiz9RPZkiegvNa6Au3lBZxIsmUu07gOCr3lU4kvTCEjKa0G_0sBKj_u2sDS6KBA9c-PHUb1mLjoALRCxOpuqsJm3EivtZ0xpAEZSbnv3FkLif1AjaNJ08npm7HZxz0EdkEZoh
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001dfvibDA1UmsdJqpsgon0-3mgBfxyzQiyYk6DBnjYuYLNRXthl-f9vU_gH1KAxVSKmF3skCDuTk7s3CnPPx1QrVw7igCxGw-GXHyR6eL3V-F3nHAGlRyVVex4a4dyM9xcXfE00fidJELZP9FthtHUn6ytwmr7v6JH6VTIDVKjBUxUzgeUbLbOQvsfI2_4-gZrTLtpQ1-2_UzKyzCZJ15JuWLFxQ8JlsIlGvWF


6  

 

†  Happy Birthday to You! 
 

B ishop Laura Ahrens & Christopher Burr celebrates 

today!  Bake a cake for Addison Koniecki, Dorothy 

Crocker & Patrick O’Connors on Sunday.   Throw a party on 

Tuesday for Alan Ready & Amy Tilford.   Sean Gallo will be 

blowing out candles on  Wednesday..  Have a blessed day 

†  Greeters Needed 
 

Greeting people in a warm way makes them feel 
good about their presence in church. 

At St. Paul’s, we are always looking for people 
who feel called to serve in this important 

ministry.  If you are interested in becoming a 
greeter, please contact Pam Szen 
(prszen@gmail.com) or David Szen 

 

 

†  Transforming Stewardship 
 

 

“Watch carefully then how you live, not as foolish per-

sons but as wise…”      Ephesians 5:15 
 

A  wise person recognizes that all we have and all 

we are comes from God.  A wise person thanks 

God continually throughout the day for all His many 

blessings.  A wise person realizes that God has blessed us 

for a reason and that He wants us to help Him build His 

kingdom of earth. 

†  Scripture Reading Course 

W e are pleased to hold a Scripture reading seminar on Saturday, September 8th at 

9:00 am in the sanctuary.  Our own Tim Huber, a professional presenter, among 

many other gifts, will lead us in the following:  

 Significance and role of public Scripture Reading in Worship 

 Why does it matter and why should we invest time in doing it 

well? 

 Preparing the text 

 How to read, process, and seek to understand a passage in the 

Holy Spirit 

 Includes a practical process for preparing 

 Delivering the reading 

 Using the body and the voice to communicate God's Word 

 Includes exercises and practical suggestions 

 Practicum 

 Preparing a passage - working together and individually 

 Reading a passage - practice and feedback  

This course is open to all with particular focus on further training our current lectors/

servers.  Please sign up by contacting Beth Miller at bethmiller.stpaul@gmail.com 

 

mailto:prszen@gmail.com
mailto:bethmiller.stpaul@gmail.com
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The Gospel 
 

T he Gospel is by far the highlight of the 
Liturgy of the Word and symbolizes the 

presence of Christ in the Liturgy of the Word, 
mirroring hot Christ is present in the Liturgy of the 
Altar in the Sacrament - it is the only scripture that 
gets its own procession and is the only scripture 
reading read from the midst of the people.  In 
churches that have deacons, it is the deacons 
privilege to read the Gospel symbolizing their 

ordained role of bringing the church to the people and the needs of the people back to the 
church.  The deacon would ask the priest for a  blessing before proclaiming the Gospel and 
the priest would bless them saying: “May the Lord be on your lips and in your heart that you 
may worthily proclaim his Holy Gospel.”  It has a special book, which in some cases is 
censed before being read from.  And, participating in the drama and honoring its status, the 
people all stand for the Gospel. 

†  About the Service 

†  Art in the Christian Tradition 
 

The Bread Line 

1872 
Grigorij Grigorjewitsch Mjassojedow 

 

"I 
 am the bread of life.  Your ancestors ate the manna in the wilderness, and they 
died.  This is the bread that comes down from heaven, so that one may eat of it 
and not die.  I am the living bread that came down from heaven.  Whoever eats of 

this bread will live forever; and the bread that I will give for the life of the world is my 
flesh." -- John 6:48-51 

These words from the leader of Bread for the World, David Beckmann, provide a vision 
for ending hunger: "The economic crisis of the last few years has been a great tragedy, but it 
has helped to create a political environment in which we just may be able to achieve changes 
that will accelerate progress against hunger and poverty in our own country and around the 
world.  We need more surprises.  Our own efforts will not, by themselves, achieve the 
wonderful liberation that is possible.  Pray for change for hungry people, and thank God for 
the opportunity to be part of this great liberation." (Beckmann, 184) 
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†  Transforming Saints of God 
 

Thursday, August 2nd  
 

St. Herman of Alaska 
Missionary to Alaska, 1867 

 

H erman of Alaska (born 1756 or 1760 in 
Serpukhov, Russia died December 13 or 

November 15, 1837 on Spruce Island, Alaska) 
was one of the first Eastern Orthodox 
missionaries to the New World, and is considered 
by Orthodox Christians to be the patron saint of 
the Americas. 

Herman was born in the town of Serpukhov 
near Moscow around 1756.  Herman is his name 
in monasticism; his birth name is unknown.  At 
16, he entered the Russian Orthodox monastic life 
at the Trinity-St. Sergius Hermitage near St. 
Petersburg.  Eventually he was tonsured a monk, 
though he was never ordained to the priesthood.  
A request was made for a mission into the 
Alaskan territory.  Herman was selected to go, 
along with seven other monks. 

Herman and the other monks arrived on Kodiak Island on September 24, 1794.  The 
monks converted the native Aleuts, and as time progressed they found themselves 
protecting the natives from exploitation and abuse.  Because of this moral stance the monks 
themselves were abused, arrested and physically threatened.  In time, enduring hardship, 
inclement weather, illness and more, Herman stood as the only remainder from the original 
band of missionaries, the others either being martyred for their faith, dying of natural causes 
or returning to Russia. 

Herman eventually built a hermitage on Spruce Island, about a mile and a quarter from 
Kodiak Island.  A small chapel was built as well, along with a school and guest house.  The 
local people would visit him often.  He devoted his life to prayer and to performing those 
services he could do as a simple monk who had not been ordained to the priesthood. 

He died on November 15, 1837, but was not buried on Spruce Island until December 13 
because a priest could not come to serve the funeral, and was forgotten until the first 
investigation of his life in 1867 by Bishop Peter of Alaska.  He was named a saint by the 
Orthodox Church in America on August 9, 1970.       (more at Wikipedia) 

†  Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study to Resume in Fall 
 

T he Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study will be studying, The Book of Isaiah, starting 
Tuesday, September 4th at 9:15 am in the Guild Room. 

ISAIAH  His name meant "the Lord is salvation" and this was his message for over 40 
years.  Through him the Lord pronounced judgment on the proud who sought to save 
themselves.  But through him God also comforted the humble with glimpses of a Prince of 
Peace and a Suffering Servant...a desert 
blossoming...the prisoners set free....the 
hungry fed....and the homeless sheltered. 

This will be an 18 week study of 
amazing discussions and enlightenment.  
Please join us!!! 

Please join us in study on Tuesday's 
from 9:15 - 11 am.  Please register by 
August 21, 2018, by emailing Debbi 
Pomeroy at debbi415@aol.com.  
Workbooks are $12. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8iV8iSAL0aE
mailto:debbi415@aol.com
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Follow Us Live 
The best way to participate at St. Paul’s is to attend our worship 

services and join in our various events.  However, there are still times when 
you might be unable to partake because of weather or illness.  Many of our 
services are available on Livestream or Facebook Live.  It has been used by our “Snow 

Birds,” students away at college, parishioners on 
vacation and former members who have moved away.  
Why not introduce it to your friends who may be 
looking for a church and don’t know what to expect?  
The services can be watched live or later for up to 
three weeks online.  Just click on the LiveStream 
button or tab on our website for more info.  

The 

Rector’s 

Forum 

T he Rector’s Forum meets every Sunday in the Guild 

Room between services at 9:30 am.  It is currently 

studying the Book of Esther led by Jay Trott.  Esther is the only 

book in the Bible that does not mention God directly, and yet no 

book demonstrates the presence and providence of God more 

clearly.Come learn more about this fascinating woman of God. 

.through the pages of the Bible 

Name Tags - Please be courteous to your fellow parishioners, 
to newcomers, visiting clergy and guests by extending a warm 
welcome to them and by wearing your name tag.  And 
remember to wear them to coffee hour as well. 

†  Men’s Bible Study Packing Them In 

Find out why more than 20 men gather each week to discuss the Bible.  We start 

promptly at 7; and end at 8 pm.  If you can’t make it person (Hint: Ladies this includes 

you), follow us online on Facebook Live or Livestream.  

W ant to live forever?  That’s what Jesus 

offers to those who accept him into their 

lives.  A good follower not only knows this, but is 

able to share it with other “hungry” people. 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
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Israel—Seeing Is Believing 

†  Elijah’s Cave   
 

I 
n the beautiful world of Haifa next to the beach lies the prophet’s haven. 
Who was Elijah?  Scripture sees him as a prophet, who used this cave to gain 
strength before returning to defeat the pagans who worshipped Baal.  Elijah lived in 

the 9th century BCE.  The Cave was also the 
location he returned to during exile in order 
to set up his school of learning. 
 Many times throughout the Bible and 
Scripture we see reference to caves being a 
necessary sanctuary for holy people who are 
hiding from villains and desperate to 
commune with the Lord.  This cave is no 
different; it was the place in which Elijah ran 
to the escape the wrath of Ahab, king of 
Israel. 
 It is also believed that Jesus and his 
family hid in Elijah’s cave when they were 
running for safety from King Herod. 
 When Israel regained sovereignty in 1948, 
the cave was returned to Jewish hands, 
maintained by the Authority for Holy Land 
Sites. 
 Visiting Elijah’s Cave, venerated for 
centuries by Jews, Christians and Muslims, is 
nothing new for private Israel group tours; 

Pilgrims have been recorded visiting Elijah’s Cave since at least 1626, as evidenced by a 
letter written from Israel by a Jewish visitor who went into detail about this magnificent 
cave that he visited on Mount Carmel.  You can even see writings on the wall from pilgrims 
throughout the years who took upon themselves to travel in Israel on their own Israel 
vacations (without the luxury of El Al’s comfortable reclining chairs, no doubt). 

Elijah’s Cave is alive and well, with all sorts of festivities going on.  You may find on 
any given day a circumcision being performed in the Cave, or a boy of three year’s old who 
is receiving his first haircut (which might explain your confusion at Israeli Jewish children 
who look like boys but have hair 
like girls).  There is also a Torah 
Ark located at the cave.  Also 
similar to the Wailing Wall, it is also 
a custom for visitors to pray and 
place notes in the walls of the Cave. 

After your done trooping 
through this inspiring cave of Holy 
Israel, take the luxurious opportunity 
to go out into the bright sunlight and 
visit the gorgeous world of Haifa. 

While our previous pilgrimages 
have not included Elijah’s Cave, 
future journeys likely will, 
especially picturesque Haifa. 
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COFFEE HOUR HOSTS 

 

Aug 12th  8 am - Mary/Chuck Allen 10:30 am - Sandy Chadwick 
Aug  19th  8 am - Mission Trip B’fast 10:30 am - Nicole O’Connors 
Aug 26th  8 am & 10:30 am - Sunday School Ministry  

Contact Mary Allen at 

203-775-6633 or 

chamla@charter.net. 

 

 

mailto:Hi%20Dave. %20Could%20you%20please%20add%20that%20we%20needs%20Coffee%20Hour%20hCHAMLA@CHARTER.NET
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Sunday, August 5th 
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†  You Can Help  

T he second Saturday of each month a group from St. Paul’s 

volunteers at the Jericho Food & Clothing Pantry on Spring Street in 

Danbury.  Please consider signing up by emailing Laurie DoBosh 

ldobosh@tcco.com.  The pantry is also looking for donations of reusable 

grocery bags and plastic bags for the clients to put their food in.  We are 

also looking for coloring books and crayons for the children who come 

with their parents to the pantry (gently used is accepted) and travel size 

toiletries you usually find at hotels are also needed.  Please place 

donations in Crocker Hall bin marked Jericho (left hand brown bin).  

†  Pray It Up 
 

N otice the Red and White prayer request cards in the 
pew?  Each Sunday, fill out your request, put it in the 

red bowl on the table on the way to communion.  Then take a card from 
the bowl either right then or after service.  Pray for that request for one 
week.  How comforting to know that your request is being prayed for 
and that you are praying for someone else’s!  You might just be 
praying for the person sitting next to you!  Or, if you’d prefer - please 
send your request to St. Paul’s at 

prayingnow2@gmail.com!   

Summer Sunday School meets each 
week at 10:30 am.  Join the fun! 

St. Paul’s has started a new ministry 

… in Portuguese!  Our own Joe Bernardo 

prepares a timely message that is 

available on our website, our Facebook 

page and our YouTube channel.  You 

might want to check it out.  Be 

sure to “like” it and share it with 

your Portuguese friends. 

mailto:ldobosh@tcco.com
mailto:prayingnow2@gmail.com
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/portugues.html
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Sacristans for 

August are:   

Lorine Hodge, 

JoAnn Hornak, 

& Gail Winkley. 
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†  ‘How Elder Abuse Starts in Families’ 
 

W hen we look at our elders and see that they are vulnerable in all areas of life we 

need to go back to the beginning.  Adam and Eve, God created them as adults, so 

they did not have any rules to grow up with.  Adam already had the knowledge of how to 

take care of the gardens.  God showed Adam how to do it and then when Eve came along 

Adam showed Eve how to take care of 

everything.  Each generation that comes along 

is taught by the last generation what is safe and 

what is unsafe. 

How is it when we age there is no one to 

tell us what to expect?  Our physical bodies 

begin to degenerate.  Our minds begin to 

forget.  Is our culture so afraid of growing old 

that not too many people want to practice 

geriatrics or become a geriatrician? 

Think about how each generation that has 

come and gone were treated with respect and honor.  Our fifth commandment is ‘honor your 

mother and father.’  That also goes for grandparents, uncles, aunts, for they have the 

knowledge to pass down to the next generation. 

Many of us think “why do I have to honor my parents.”  It is their responsibility to bring 

us up, so we can leave and make a life for ourselves.  So, there is the problem.  Our parents 

taught us how to eat, sleep, dress, bathe, how to use the bathroom.  They got us through 

sickness, friends leaving us, help us with our school lessons.  They taught us how to drive, 

how to act with the opposite sex, cook, clean, read, write.  I could go on and on, but I think 

you get the gist of what our parents and grandparents went through to get us to adulthood. 

There are cases today where our parents, because of alcohol, drugs, have abused us, both 

physically and mentally; then have our classmates bully us because we are not the smartest 

kids in the class or we are not wearing the “in” dress or pants that everyone else is wearing.  

Or maybe you are from a family that the mom is going one way and the dad is going another 

way and you come home wanting to say that you had a great day and no one is there to 

listen.  Now go ahead quite a few years where our parents are now in their 70s or 80s and we 

look back on those days with anger and hate that we start abusing our parents to show them 

how it feels to be treated that way or we go to our classmates who have bullied us and 

decided to turn the tables on them. 

All these scenarios are leading to the next three-part learning that can happen even in 

church.   I do hope that when this is finished you will be aware on how you can spot a 

person who is ready to break or know the signs of elder abuse. 

 

Susan W. Balla, BSNAC 

Ministry on Aging , the Episcopal Church In Connecticut   
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†  This Sunday’s Readings 

 

Bread from Above 
 

 1 Kings 19: 4-8 

I n our Hebrew scripture reading Elijah seeks to escape the wrath of Jezebel after his 
successful contest with the priest of Baal.  God miraculously intervenes on Elijah’s 

behalf and gives him strength to journey forty days and nights to Mount Horeb, where Moses 
received the ten commandments.  The number forty reminds us of other biblical journeys and 
experiences, such as the forty years in the wilderness, the forty days of 
Noah’s flood and later of Jesus’ temptation in the wilderness. 

 Psalm 130 
The psalmist calls to the merciful Lord and waits upon God for 

forgiveness and redemption. 
 Ephesians 4:25-5:2 
In this lesson Christians are urged to conform to a new way of life 

which is pleasing to the Holy Spirit.  They are to have a love like the love 
of Christ.  All manner of evil is to be shunned.  Especially are the new 
converts to put away spitefulness and other sins which harm the one body 
and grieve the Spirit with which they have been sealed in baptism.  The 
model is none other than a God who is revealed in the Christ who 
sacrificed himself for us. 

 John 6:35, 41-51 
In our gospel Jesus continues to teach that he is the true bread who 

will bring all who have faith in him eternal life.  The discussion is meant to recall the story of 
the Israelites protesting and murmuring against God in the wilderness because they had no 
bread.  But even the manna that God gave them was only a temporary food.  While Jesus 
seems very ordinary to the Jews (who represent a worldly lack of faith), he offers the world 
both his 
teaching 
and 
himself, a 
life-giving 
bread 
from 
heaven. 

†  Pick Up Your Copy Today!  

 Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will 

be available at the back of the church. 

†  Sermon Shorts 
 

"G od Provides the Bread of Life.”  To 

replay all our sermons, audio and 

videos follow this link for the Sunday Sermons.  

Check out our Sermon Archives as well. 

 

 

John 6:35, 41-51 

But the whole point of this 

passage is that while earthly bread 

nourishes earthly life (all of which 

will pass away), Jesus has been 

sent so that we might come / see / 

hear / learn / trust / eat the bread 

from heaven / the true bread that 

gives eternal life.  

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp14_RCL.html#reading
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp14_RCL.html#response
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp14_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp14_RCL.html#GOSPEL
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermons.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/sermon-archives-2018.html
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†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 

 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 
such a privilege.  The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all 

time.  Please pray for… 
 
.....Fr. George Hall, Brenda Darling, Jean Stauffer, 
Lorraine Estok and other parishioners convalescing 
in extended care facilities. 
.....St. Peter’s, South Windsor; Epiphany, Southbury; St. 
Paul’s, Southington.  . 
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area. 
.....Liturgical assistants serving in parishes: lectors, lay 
readers, Eucharistic ministers, Eucharistic visitors, lay 
evangelists, and vergers. 
.....Ginny Beck, Clayton Ferry, Gary Stein, Joe & Barbara Hock, Sue Balla, Rose 
Barrett, Jim Megura, Jay Lawrence, Alex, Teresa Stacchiotti, Mary DeAnzeris, 
Anthony, Paul Kovacs, Denise, Lee Rybos, Sandy Chaleski, Pam Altemus, Stu Terrill, 
Jennifer, Susan & Rhonda continued healing. 
.....the people of the Commonwealth of Dominica; the people of Costa Rica; Bishop for 
Armed Services and Federal Ministries - (II, The Episcopal Church) The Rt Revd Carl 
Wright; and our sister and brother members of the Church of the United Brethren in Christ. 
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of ISIS forces.  Pray also 
for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ. 
.....Michael for protection from mortar attacks in Somalia with the UN peacekeeping 
service. 
.....Victory Christian Center, Danbury and their Food Pantry, which is the recipient of our  
food basket collections for the month of August. 
.....Janeisa Kaplan, Keller Williams, a marketplace partner of the Jericho Partnership. 
.....Sound Government.  
.....Cathy Schrull, healing, and peace and comfort during her treatments. 
.....Bill Beattie, founder and chairman of the Jericho Partnership, complete healing of 
Multiple Myeloma. 
.....Anja, a young mother, healing of breast cancer. 

 

†  This & That & Links 
(Click on pictures or red links for more info) 

 

Links We Like 
 

Things That Make You Think 
 

Back Issues of Sword Points 
 

"Psalm 130" 
 

My souls 
waits for the 

Lord, 
and in His 

word I put my 
hope, 

more than the 
watchman 

waits for the 
dawn. 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/St-Peters-Church-South-Windsor/124026644467902
http://epiphanysouthbury.org/
http://stpaulsouthington.weebly.com/
http://stpaulsouthington.weebly.com/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dominica
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Costa_Rica
http://www.anglicancommunion.org/structures/member-churches/member-church/diocese/position.aspx?church=usa&dio=federal-ministries&pos=suffragan-bishop-for-armed-services-and-federal-ministries&posID=20046
http://www.anglicancommunion.org/structures/member-churches/member-church/diocese/position.aspx?church=usa&dio=federal-ministries&pos=suffragan-bishop-for-armed-services-and-federal-ministries&posID=20046
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Church_of_the_United_Brethren_in_Christ
http://gmvictory.weebly.com/
http://gmvictory.weebly.com/outreach.html
http://www.missionstclare.com/english/prayers/22.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/links.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/things-that-make-you-think.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/weekly-qsword-pointsq.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/contact-us.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=33&v=1kND0DcTCOE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=33&v=1kND0DcTCOE
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†  It Takes An Editorial Board 

Contributors to this Weeks 
Sword Points: 

 

M ary Allen, Susan Balla, Chris 
Barrett, Justin Doty, Steve 

Hemming, Lois Hunt, Susan Iverson, Beth 
Miller, Nicole 
O’Connors, Patrick 
O’Connors, Mary 
Perry, Ken Perry, 
Kirsten Peterson, 
Debbi Pomeroy, 
Joe Shepley, Tara 
Shepley, Pam Szen, 
David Szen, Ron 
Switzer, John 
Tuthill, Don 
Winkley. 

 
 

 

Just For Fun ! 
(And Christian Fellowship) 

Random Fact of 

the Week! 
 

Did you know … that 

the first steeple of the 

Old Dutch Church in 

Kingston, New York, 

collapsed two years 

after it was built 

because slate roofing 

was substituted for the 

tin in Minard 

Lafever's original 

design and … that a 

hobgoblin haunts 

the steeple ?  

https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
https://instagram.com/stpaulsb/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Old_Dutch_Church_(Kingston,_New_York)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Minard_Lafever
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Minard_Lafever
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hobgoblin

