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Sword Points 
Transforming 

Lives Through 

Jesus Christ 

†  The Only Bible that Another Ever Reads 
 

Dear Friends, 

 

W 
e may be 

the only 

Bible that 

another ever reads.  The 

more we enter the 

mystery of God's word, 

the more we will reflect 

outwardly God's nature. 

 

The word from the original Greek language translated as "sword" in the 

above Scripture refers to a dagger used for surgical work.  The idea here is 

that through the word, God's Spirit carefully repairs our inner state in 

order to bring about spiritual health. 

 

Whether it be through joining one of our many Bible studies throughout 

the week, or studying on our own, may the word of Christ dwell among us 

richly, transforming our lives, and all we meet in the hope of God. 

 

Faithfully, 

For the word of God is living and active, sharper than any 
two-edged sword, piercing to the division of soul and of spirit. 

   HEBREWS 4:12 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com
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†   "A Modest Supposal"  
by John Tuthill 

 

“...but Jesus said to them again,  
'Children, how hard it is to enter the kingdom of God!” 

 

  -  Mark 10:24 (NIV) Gospel Reading this Sunday 
 

T 
hink back.  In your dark and distant days in one of your high school English 

classes, you might recall your class reading a shockingly gruesome little essay of 

great satire called "A Modest Proposal."  Actually, it was written by an Anglican 

priest and poet by the name of Jonathan Swift, who is much better known today as the 

author of "Gulliver's Travels," the story with the giant who is tied down by the little people 

he called the "Liliputians" (- is this ringing any bells?).  Swift's little essay "Modest 

Proposal" was written way-back in 1759, but still today it packs just the right amount of 

"punch" and it has the much-needed "shock-value" which some high school English 

teachers begin to resort to in desperation, especially when they need to jump-start a class of 

hard-to-reach students.  In fact, I've noticed that this particular essay most often gets 

assigned toward the end of the school year when students have their attention on so many 

other things.  If you don't quite remember the reason for "Modest Proposal" being one of the 

greatest satire pieces of all-time, it is definitely worth a quick search to look it up - you will 

not be disappointed! 

Fully forty-five times in the four gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John our Lord 

Jesus is called "Teacher."  And, in the gospel readings over the past several Sundays, there 

seems to be an increasing sense of urgency and a growing intensity used by Jesus the "Good 

Teacher" in order to get His message of the "Good News" understood, especially as He is 

getting closer and closer to His destination to die on the cross and to rise again in glory.  

This Sunday we will hear Mark 10:17-31 and the unnamed man sometimes called the "Rich 

Young Ruler" asks Jesus a very "good" question: "Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit 

eternal life?" (v. 17).  Jesus gives an answer, but only after trying to make him stop and 

think!  Jesus asks, "Why do you call me good?  No one is good but God alone.”  (Hmmm…

Jesus certainly qualifies as good.  Why does this young man seem to miss the point when it 

was he himself that called Jesus "good" to begin with?).  Jesus is certainly a patient and kind 

Teacher, and one who loved this student so much (v. 21).  So much, He was on His way to 

go die for this man and for us on the cross.  The man told Jesus that he had already kept all 

of the commandments (v. 20) and now what he wanted to know was what more he needed 

to do to earn eternal life.  The radical answer that he did not stick around long enough to 

hear is the answer we know from Ephesians 2:8-9 and elsewhere in God's Word: there is 

no "doing" on our part to earn our way to salvation.  Why?  "For it is by GRACE you 

have been saved, through FAITH - and this is not from yourselves, it is a GIFT of God - 

not by works, so that no one may boast" (Eph. 2:8-9 NIV). 

 Here is an interesting and very "modest supposal" that I have seen in only a few 

commentaries so far about our gospel reading this Sunday: was the unnamed "Rich 

Young Ruler" boasting to Jesus perhaps Saul of Tarsus, who was also known to us later as 

our own Paul the Apostle?  The Holy Spirit did not inspire our Bible to name the man, but 

his boasts could fit with what Paul later wrote of himself (see Philippians 3).  Either way, 

the man goes unnamed and perhaps for good reason because he is in fact who we are.  No 

one brings his or her "doings" in exchange for earning the way to eternal life restored and 

redeemed by our Lord.  All of us can ask "What do I still lack?" (v. 20).  And the Good 

News is Jesus our Savior lacks NOTHING and has already given it all in-full for His little 

flock on the cross (John 19:30)."  ...the GIFT of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our 

Lord" (Romans 6:23). Have YOU trusted Jesus in-full yet for 100% of your way?        

 Thanks be to God! 
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O ur Men’s Bible Study is still pasking them in weekly on Monday 

nights.  This time they’re dissecting the Letters of Paul to the 

Colossians and the Ephesians.  Join them each Monday night at 7 pm in 

Crocker Hall.  All the studies are available live on Livestream and archived 

on YouTube. 

†  Men’s Bible Study 

"Let us then approach the throne of grace with confidence, so that we 
may receive ______ and find grace to help us in our time of need." 

Hebrews 4:16 NIV 

†  This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

Thu, Oct 11 - 7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 
Sat, Oct 13 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 
  7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford 
  10:00 am - Jericho Food Pantry, Danbury 
Sun, Oct 14 - The Twenty-first Sunday after Pentecost 
  8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (Livestream) 
  9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 
  10:30 am - Sunday School 
  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion  (Livestream) 
Mon, Oct 15 - 7:00 pm - Men’s Bible Study, Crocker Hall  (Livestream) 
Tue, Oct 16 - 9:15 am - Tuesday Women’s AM Bible Study, Guild Room 
  7:15 pm - Boy Scouts Troop #5, Crocker Hall 
Wed, Oct 17 - 10:00 am - Holy Communion & Healing  (Facebook) 

Thu, Oct 18 -  St. Luke, Evangelist 
 - 7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 
Sat, Oct 20 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 
  7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford 
  10:00 am - PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall 
Sun, Oct 21 - The Twenty-second Sunday after Pentecost 
  8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (Livestream) 
  9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 
  10:30 am - Sunday School 
  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion  (Livestream) 
  12:00 pm - Prayer Team Meeting, Guild Room 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
http://bible.gospelcom.net/bible?passage=Hebrews+4:16&version=NIV&showfn=yes
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+21:12&version=NRSVA
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+21:12&version=NRSVA
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html


4  

 

              †  Vestry Meeting 

Opening: David Williams opened the 
meeting at 7:34 pm with prayer.  George 
Stowell gave his testimony, he felt 
diminished as a child due to a difficult 
relationship with his father.  As a teenager he 
was seeking peace and purpose, seeking 
God.  Met street evangelists and through 
their ministry accepted Christ.  Had a hard 
time dealing with his unforgiveness toward 
his father, finally through his faith he was 
able to speak with his father, telling him all 
he had to be thankful for.  His father 
apologized and George was set free.  Vito 
Barbieri did a Bible study using a portion of 
a book “Trust God for Your Finances” by 
Jack Hartman.  God wants us to prosper 
through keeping God’s law.  God wants us to 
have money, not for money to have us.  We 
should love people and use money, not use 
people and love money   The September 
minutes were approved as circulated. 

Treasurer’s Report: Our expenses are 
$23,000 over income YTD.  Franklin Funds 
are up 2.9% for the year.  99% of the pledges 
for the Capital Fund are paid. 
 

Committee Reports:  The Vestry approved 
restoration of the two stained glass windows 
on the east side of the church which are in 
the worst condition.  Written reports were 

submitted:  Church 
School from Joan 
Boehm; Policy 
Development from 
George Stowell and 
Property from Dave Allen.  A separate 
Policy Development report was submitted by 
George Stowell. 
 

Rector’s Report: Fr. Joe is beginning his 
10th year here and is grateful and thankful 
for everyone’s hard work and ministries.  
Patrick O’Connors is the new Administrator 
of IT and will work with Beth Miller and be 
accountable to Fr. Joe.  St. Paul’s has two 
seminarians, Justin Doty is an aspirant and 
Tara Shepley is a postulant. 
 

Old Business: There was a discussion on 
the new quote for the proposed lighting 
upgrade, no decision was made. The door 
access plan was discussed. 

 

New Business: St. Paul’s is co
-sponsoring a Storytelling 
Program led by Kit Carlson at 
Trinity Newtown on October 
13th from 10 to 2. 
A new ministry, the Welcome 

Ministry, was presented to the Vestry.  Mary 
Beth Durkin has agreed to head up this 
ministry. Trunk or Treat will be held on 
October 28th. 
 

Closing: The meeting was closed with 
prayer at 9:30 pm by Fr. Joe. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Lois Hunt, Clerk of the Vestry 

Name Tags - Please be courteous to your fellow parishioners, 
to newcomers, visiting clergy and guests by extending a warm 
welcome to them and by wearing your name tag.  And 
remember to wear them to coffee hour as well. 

†  Transforming Stewardship 
 

“It is easier for a camel to pass through the eye of a needle 
than for one who is rich to enter the kingdom of God.” 

(Mark 10:25) 
 

J esus uses tough language that we may not want to hear.  
But, we are all called to be generous with all our gifts.  Not 

just the ones we pick and choose, but all our gifts: our time in 
prayer to God, our talent in participating in parish ministries and 
our treasure supporting our local parish and other charities. 
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†  Testimony: He Always Keeps His Word   
by Steve Hemming 

 

“Call upon Me in the day of trouble; I will deliver you, and you shall glorify Me.” 
   Psalm 50:15 

 

I 
’ve experienced difficulties at work before, but since the beginning of the year my 
job has been particularly trying.  We’ve been asked to provide more support than 
ever before, and my staff and I have all suffered as a result of trying to do so much 

with too little.  The pressure has adversely affected all of us in different ways.  For me, my 
health has deteriorated.  My blood pressure has been precariously high, and has not 
responded to four changes or increases in medication since January. 

These past few weeks have been the worst.  Within the past seven days, two team 
members have accepted job offers to go elsewhere.  My other two direct reports have been 
seriously considering seeking employment elsewhere.  Without immediate help, my group 
will crumble, and we will be unable to provide any reasonable service to the students, 
faculty, and staff here, at the university. 

It goes without saying that throughout this whole ordeal I’ve been leaning heavily on the 
Lord like never before.  The stress has felt unbearable at times, but I knew He is the only 
one who could help me and my team.  As such, I’ve been crying out to Him day and night. 

In the midst of this trial, I’ve found great comfort in the psalms, from number 50 
through the early 60’s, most of which 
were written by King David.  They are 
pure gold, jewels of wisdom and hope.  
In addition to the Psalm 50:15 verse 
above, here are some of my other 
favorites that I’ve been meditating on, 
as I’ve sought God for help: 

 

· Psalm 51:12 – “Restore to me 
the joy of Your salvation, and uphold 
me by Your generous Spirit.” 

· Psalm 54:1 – “Save me, O God, by Your name, and vindicate me by Your strength.” 
· Psalm 56:3/4 – “Whenever I am afraid, I will trust in You.  In God (I will praise His 

word), in God I have put my trust; I will not fear.  What can flesh do to me?” 
· Psalm 57:7 – “My heart is steadfast, O God, my heart is steadfast; I will sing and give 

praise.” 
· Psalm 59:17 – “To You, O my Strength, I will sing praises; For God is my defense, my 

God of mercy.” 
· Psalm 60:12 – “Through God we will do valiantly, for it is He who shall tread down 

our enemies.” 
· Psalm 61:3/4 – “For You have been a shelter for me, a strong tower from the enemy.  I 

will abide in Your tabernacle forever; I will trust in the shelter of Your wings.  Selah” 
· Psalm 62:1-2 – “Truly my soul silently waits for God; from Him comes my salvation.  

He only is my rock and my salvation; He is my defense; I shall not be greatly moved.” 
 

Getting back to the challenges at work, I had been asking my manager for help for some 
time, and nothing had been done to date to relieve the undue burden that has been placed on 
my team and I.  On Tuesday of last week, the Lord led me to document in writing our 
grievances and dire need for relief and present them respectfully first to my manager, and 
then to Human Resources (HR). 

Because I was honest and sincere with my manager, she appreciated sharing my 
concerns with her before going to the HR department to discuss my worries.  However, she 
admitted she was hesitant to bring the matters to new her boss, who had already developed a 
reputation for being insensitive and only concerned with the bottom line, and saving the 
university money.  My manager was not confident her leader would readily approve the 
need to fill the two vacancies we now had in my group. 

When my most valuable employee told me last Wednesday afternoon that he had 

(Continued on page 6) 
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“ How hard it will be for those who have wealth to enter the 
kingdom of God.”  All of us have much wealth, you 
know, especially by the standard of many in the rest of 

the world.  We are so blessed!  As stewards and 
disciples, are we willing to live our lives and use all 
our gifts to honor God and follow His teachings. 

accepted a job officer, I thought we were doomed, considering we were already going to 
lose another coworker in our group, at the end of this week.  I woke up that morning, feeling 
all sorts of fear, but despite the lies the enemy was bombarding me with, I was determined to 
place my trust in the Lord, no matter what I felt.  And confidently I said to Him, “Your will, 
not mine, be done.” 

When I left the house for work, I was full of apprehension, but by the grace of God, He 
filled my day with a myriad of blessings, including: 

· My manager’s boss gave us permission to post both positions immediately to replace 
the people who are leaving. 

· I was also granted the ability to increase the pay of the two remaining staff members. 
· Because of the necessary back-ground checks required for his new position, the team 

member who accepted the job offer Wednesday, informed me he may be with us for at least 
a few months, and possibly through the remainder of the year.  At least, we’ll continue to 
have ample coverage through the remainder of the busy fall season. 

· My concern about not being able to provide staffing support for Homecoming 
Weekend in late October was for naught, as we were informed today that our presence 

would not be required. 
· A door that was closed 
was unexpectedly opened, 
giving me the opportunity to 
spend time with my cousin 
from Texas, and his family, 
who will be visiting my 
hometown of Rochester, 
NY, in mid-October. 
 While I’m truly grateful 
to the Lord for all He has 
done, I know that I still have 
plenty of challenges that lie 
ahead.  I need to find and 
hire two new employees.  
Also, while I cannot be 
guaranteed the two 

remaining team members will stay, I will need to fight for and support them with my utmost 
while they remain with me.  And most of all, with God’s help, I need to work towards 
reducing my high blood pressure to a safe level.  But given He has already acted so 
wonderfully on my behalf, I am fully confident as I continue to seek Him diligently, the 
Lord will heal me and provide for all of our needs, for His word says so; “For all the 
promises of God in Him are Yes, and in Him Amen, to the glory of God through us”. (1 
Corinthians 1:20) 

When you are in trouble, who do you call upon?  Call upon the One who loves you and 
in whom you can depend upon to deliver you.  And when He rescues you, be sure to lift up 
your voice and give Him all the glory and praise for what He has done! 

 

“Because Your lovingkindness is better than life, my lips shall praise 
You.”                     Psalm 63:3 

(Continued from page 5) He Always Keeps His Word 
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†  Transforming Saints of God 
 

Thursday, October 11th  
 

Philip 
Deacon and Evangelist 

 

I n the sixth chapter of Acts, we read that the Apostles commissioned seven men in the 
congregation at Jerusalem to supervise the church's ministry to the needs of its 

widows and other poor.  (This is generally considered to be the beginning of the office of 
Deacon in the Church, although the Scriptures do not use this term in referring to the 
original seven men.)  Two of these have gained lasting fame.  One was Stephen, who 
became the Church's first martyr.  The other was Philip, whose story we find in Acts 8:5-40; 
21:8-9. 

After the death of Stephen, there was a general persecution of the Church at Jerusalem, 
and many Christians fled to escape it.  Philip fled to Samaria, where he preached the Gospel 
to the Samaritans, a group who had split off from the Jewish people about six centuries 
earlier, had intermarried with other peoples, and were considered outsiders by most Jews.  
They received the message with eagerness, and soon Peter and John came to Samaria to 
bless the new converts. 

 After this, Philip was sent by God to walk along 
the road from Jerusalem southwest to Gaza, where he 
met a eunuch (a term meaning literally a castrated 
man, but also used to mean simply an official of a 
royal court) of the Queen of Ethiopia (probably 
meaning Nubia - what we now call the Sudan), 
returning home after worshipping in Jerusalem.  The 
man was reading from Isaiah 53 ("He was wounded 
for our transgressions"), and Philip told him about 
Jesus, and persuaded him that the words were a 
prophecy of the saving work of Jesus.  The man was 
baptized, and went on his way rejoicing, while Philip 
went north to Caesarea, the major seaport of Israel, 
and its secular capital. 
 When Paul (accompanied by Luke) was going up 
to Jerusalem for the last time, he paused at Caesarea 
and spent several days with Philip.  (This may be the 
source of some of the information Luke used in 
writing the early chapters of Acts.)  We are told that 

Philip had four daughters who prophesied.  (This is relevant to discussions of the role of 
women in the Church.) 

Was Philip the Deacon the same person as Philip the Apostle (see 1 May)? 
No, they were different.  There were Twelve Apostles, and they said, "Our work is to 

preach the Gospel, not to administer the budget.  Choose seven men to administer the 
budget."  Obviously they meant seven men other than themselves. 

Moreover, when Philip went to Samaria, and preached and made converts, he baptized 
them, but none of them received the Holy Spirit.  It was not until Peter and John came from 
Jerusalem and laid hands on them that they received the Spirit.  Surely this means that Philip 
was not an Apostle - not one of the Twelve. 

Yes, they were the same person. 
We have ancient testimony identifying them.  Papias of Hierapolis, a second-century 

writer who had spoken with some of the apostles, speaks of the Philip of Acts 21 as one of 
the Apostles.  Polycrates, a second-century bishop of Ephesus, says that Philip, "one of the 
Twelve," was buried at Hierapolis along with two aged virgin daughters of his, and that a 
third daughter, a prophetess, was buried at Ephesus.  It seems unlikely that two Philips 
would both have unmarried daughters of whom at least one was known as a prophetess. 

If eleven of the Twelve Apostles refused the work of administering the church's welfare 
program, but one, for special reasons, accepted it, it is not clear that Luke would have felt 
bound to point this out.  The Jerusalem community may have thought it desirable to have 

(Continued on page 8) 
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Milestones - If one member suffers, all suffer together with it; if one 
member is honored, all rejoice together with it.  1 Corinthians 12:26. 

Born, October 4, 2018 
Thayer Rom 

Parents: Alex Rom & Megan Rom 

one man serve both as one of the Twelve and one of the Seven, so as to provide a link, a 
liason, between the two groups.  Philip, who specifically named in John's account of the 
feeding of the Five Thousand (John 6:5), is likely to have had special abilities in organizing 
the feeding of the hungry, and related matters.  Moreover, the Seven were originally 
appointed because the Greek-speaking Jews complained that their widows were being 

neglected.  Philip had a Greek name ("lover of 
horses"), which at least suggests some kind of 
Hellenistic element in his background.  Even more 
to the point, we note that earlier, when a group of 
Greek-speaking Jews wanted a chance to speak 
with Jesus, they went first to Philip (Jn 12:20f).  
Clearly Philip was a good choice for dealing with 
Hellenists. 
 As for the objection that Philip's Samaritan 
converts receive the laying on of hands, not from 
Philip, but from Peter and John, it must be noted 
that Peter and John were there specifically as 
representatives of the Apostles gathered at 
Jerusalem.  It may very well be that Philip wanted 
to make sure that the receiving of a group of 
Samaritans into the Church, a gesture certain to stir 
up violent emotions in some Christians, had the 
official support of the College of Apostles. 

written by James Kiefer 

(Continued from page 7) Philip 
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†  Art in the Christian Tradition 
 

Christ and the Rich Young Ruler 
1889 

Heinrich Hofmann 
Riverside Church, NYC 

 

Johann Michael Ferdinand Heinrich Hofmann (March 19, 1824 - June 23, 1911) was a 

German painter of the late 19th to early 20th century.  He was the uncle of the German 

painter Ludwig von Hofmann.  He was born in Darmstadt and died in Dresden. He is best 

known for his many paintings depicting the life of Jesus Christ. 

The religious body of Hofmann’s work has gained in importance in the past years. 

Heinrich Hofmann was one of the pre-eminent painters of his time.  The Sunday Strand - 

at that time a very popular 

British magazine - 

describes him as the most 

influential contemporary 

German painter. 

Hofmann’s style of 

painting was unique in its 

own way but at the same 

time he based his work on 

the traditional art of old 

German, Dutch and 

Italian masters.  While in 

Rome he also came in 

touch with the Nazarenes 

- especially through the 

influence of Cornelius - 

but throughout his life he 

remained faithful to the 

great examples of the 

Renaissance.  Religious 

paintings take the center 

stage in Hofmann’s work; 

but he also created 

numerous portraits and 

pictures that depict mythological and historical topics. 

Three of his paintings were purchased by John D. Rockefeller, Jr.: the 1882 studio copy 

of Christ in the Temple (1881), Christ and the Young Rich Man (1889), and Christ in 

Gethsemane (1890).  These now are displayed at the Riverside Church in New York City.  

 

†  Altar Guild Annual Meeting 

M 
embers of Saint Paul's Altar Guild will gather together in the Guild Room on 

Monday, October 22nd, at 6:30 pm for a Potluck Supper and their Annual 

Meeting.  Each member attending is asked to please bring their favorite casse-

role, salad or dessert to share.  New and prospective members will be welcomed, new or 

changed procedures will be reviewed, Sacristans' responsibilities for 2019 will be assigned, 

and there will be a question and answer session.  Please join us for an evening of Christian 

fellowship and sharing.  New members are always welcome to join this ministry.  RSVP to 

Gail Winkley, 203-775-3343 or gailwinkley@yahoo.com by Friday, October 19th. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_D._Rockefeller,_Jr.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Riverside_Church
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_York_City
mailto:gailwinkley@yahoo.com
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†   Poverty of Spirit, Riches of God  
 

J esus Christ is both priest and victim.  He is truly divine and the true human being.  He 
is from everlasting to everlasting, and he is a thin sliver of time.  To see him, one has 

to see contrasts and intervening shades.  So often in a Bible story Jesus is both himself and 
one or more characters, the interchange of question and answer. 

“As [Jesus] was setting out on a journey, a man ran up and knelt before him, and asked 
him” (Mark 10:17).  In the course of the story, it is said that that the man “had many 
possessions.”  Jesus, likewise, had many possessions, for he was filled with all the fullness 
of God and therefore lacked nothing.  In the story, the man asks, “What must I do to inherit 
eternal life?” to which Jesus responds, “You know the commandments: ‘You shall not 
murder; You shall not commit adultery; You shall not steal; You shall not bear false 
witness; You shall not defraud; Honor your father and mother” (Mark 10:19).  The man, we 
learn, has kept these from his youth.  Jesus has kept them from the timeless moment of 

eternity.  Jesus is all wealth and he is 
the fulfillment of the law and the 
prophets.  The man fails, however, to 
mirror Jesus in one most important 
way.  Jesus is poor.  Following him 
requires poverty of spirit and 
detachment toward the relative good 
of this world.  “How hard it is for 
those who have wealth to enter the 
kingdom of heaven!” 
 Consider both the wealth and the 
poverty of Jesus.  “For you know the 
generous act of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
that though he was rich, yet for our 
sakes he became poor, so that by his 
poverty you might become rich” (2 
Cor. 8:9).  Jesus has everything, and 
yet he gives it all to us through the 
power and ministration of his Spirit.  
“When the Spirit of truth comes he 
will guide you into all truth; for he 
will not speak on his own, but will 
speak whatever he hears, and he will 
declare to you the things that are to 

come.  He will glorify me, because he will take what is mine and declare it to you.  All that 
the Father has is mine.  For this reason I said that he will take what is mine and declare it to 
you” (John 16:13-15). 

Jesus is all the wealth of divine life.  The Spirit takes that treasure and gives it to us.  So 
Jesus is stripped and naked, crucified and empty.  Diminished to near nothingness, he passes 
through the eye of a needle into the kingdom of heaven of which he is the embodiment.  
And yet, giving all that he is and all that he has, the fount of divinity is not diminished.  He 
is rich and he is poor. 

What is it like to follow Jesus?  At first we are rich with the clutter of our lives, until at 
last, by his command and grace, we leave it all aside.  At the moment of faith and at the 
waters of baptism, we are stripped, buried, and marked with a cross.  We seem to disappear.  
The life of Jesus, which is all that the Father has, pours out into the newly baptized.  Is there 
a treasure greater than this?  We are the poverty and wealth of Jesus.  At first we are rich, at 
last we are poor.  Being poor, we become rich with the abounding grace of God. 

 

Look It Up 
Read Hebrews 4:13-14. 
 

Think About It 
We are naked and laid bare to the eyes of the one who sees and sympathizes, who gives 
grace and mercy in time of need.. 

-from The Living Church, 2018 
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A student finds a quiet place to study 

at the computer school at the Bible  Bill attempts to capture the beauty of Tanzania. 

Cathy busies herself while Bill works 

on computer systems 
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The 

Rector’s 

Forum 

 

 

 

 

T he Rector’s Forum has begun a study entitled “People of the 

Promised Land Part I.” 

People of the Promised Land I covers the united kingdom of Israel, 

from Joshua to Solomon. 

We are studying the books of Joshua, Ruth, 1 and 2 Samuel, 1 Kings 

1-11 and overviews of Psalms and Proverbs. 

The themes of this study are Provision, Holiness, Leadership, and 

Faithfulness. 

In this study we will find… 

God PROMISED to give His people the land . . . and He did! 

God LED His people TO and INTO the land. 

God ESTABLISHED His people in a UNIFIED Kingdom in the 

Promised Land. 

 

The Rector's Forum meets every Sunday, starting at 9:30 in the Guild 

Room.  Grab a cup of coffee and join us. 
 

 

 

†  Happy Birthday to You! 
 

C arl Chaleski & Carl Albert Chaleski celebrate today!  Bake a 

cake for Jim Castronova & Joshua Yurcisin on Friday.  

Sunday is the big day for Carolyn O’Hara & Rachel O’Hara. Throw 

a party on Tuesday for Jennifer Friedly.  Ann Allen, Gretchen 

Barbieri, Rob Duckett will be expecting your card on Wednesday.  

Have a blessed day everyone! 

Take a Hanger 

Fill a Hanger 

We are holding our annual Coat Drive to benefit the various agencies in 

Danbury supported by the Jericho Partnership.  “Take a Hanger” from 

the rack we’ll have at the back of the church this weekend.  Check your 

closets for those unused coats.  And “Fill a Hanger.”  Bring it back to 

St. Paul’s and we’ll get that coat on the back of someone who needs it. 
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†  Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study 

 

T he Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study is studying, The Book of Isaiah, weekly on 
Tuesdays at 9:15 am in the Guild Room. 

ISAIAH  His name meant "the Lord is salvation" and this was his message for 
over 40 years.  Through him the Lord pronounced judgment on the proud who 
sought to save themselves.  But through him God also comforted the humble with 
glimpses of a Prince of Peace and a Suffering Servant...a desert blossoming...the 
prisoners set free....the hungry fed....and the homeless sheltered. 

This will be an 18 week study of amazing discussions and enlightenment.  
Please join us!!! 

Please join us in study on Tuesday's from 9:15 - 11 am.  For more info email Debbi 
Pomeroy at debbi415@aol.com.  Workbooks are $12. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8iV8iSAL0aE
mailto:debbi415@aol.com
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COFFEE HOUR HOSTS 

 

Oct 14th  8 am - Joan Boehm    10:30 am - Ducketts 
Oct 21st  8 am - Carol & Ray Ferro  10:30 am - Raegan Guglielmo 
Oct 28th  8 am  - Bunie & Paul Kovacs 10:30 am - Marie Williams 

Contact Mary Allen at 

203-775-6633 or 

chamla@charter.net. 

 

 

mailto:Hi%20Dave. %20Could%20you%20please%20add%20that%20we%20needs%20Coffee%20Hour%20hCHAMLA@CHARTER.NET
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†  You Can Help  

T he second Saturday of each month a group from St. Paul’s 

volunteers at the Jericho Food & Clothing Pantry on Spring 

Street in Danbury.  Please consider signing up by emailing Laurie 

DoBosh ldobosh@tcco.com.  The pantry is also looking for 

donations of reusable grocery bags and plastic bags for the clients to 

put their food in.  We are also looking for coloring books and 

crayons for the children who come with their parents to the pantry 

(gently used is accepted) and travel size toiletries you usually find 

at hotels are also needed.  Please place donations in Crocker Hall 

bin marked Jericho (left hand brown bin).  

 

mailto:ldobosh@tcco.com
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St. Paul’s Mission Committee 
Annual Request for Budget Line Items for Year 2019 

 

“If a brother or sister is without clothing and in need of daily food, and if one of you 
says to them, go in peace, be warmed and be filled, and yet do not give them what is 
necessary for their body, what use is that?  Even so faith, if it has no works, is dead, being 
by itself.”   James 2:15-17 

 

S aint Paul’s Mission Committee serves the entire parish as a focal point for our 
mission work.  We prepare an annual budget for vestry approval.  Items in this 

budget come from you, our parishioners!  This is your opportunity to enhance your personal 
or family missions with the prayer, physical and financial support of the entire parish! 

 

As a sponsor of your Christian based organization, you are 
asked to complete the form at the end of this article.  
Additionally, you are expected to submit a “Sword 
Points” article.  This is your opportunity to “put a 
face” on what we as a parish are supporting. 

 

We invite your active participation in this 
budgeting process as well as your involvement 
with St. Paul’s Mission Committee.  We meet the 
first Thursday, monthly at 7 pm in the Guild Room. 

 

If you have any questions regarding this process, 
please contact a member of the mission committee:  
Larry Creagh, Barbara DeAnzeris, Laurie DoBosh, Lois 
Hunt, Joyce Sarver, Bill Schrull, Ron Switzer, Bonnie 
Wanzer, Cigdem Usekes & Don Winkley. 
 

Mission Organization:_____________________ 
Persons requesting prayer, physical or financial support ____________________________ 
 

Our task is to sponsor those missions that are: 

 Christ Centered 

 Meet the basic needs of our neighbors 

 Have a strong base of existing personal support by more than one St. Paul’s Parish 
members. 
 

Briefly describe the purpose or scope of the mission or organization:  
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Is it Christian based, to spread the Good News of Jesus Christ?  
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 

 

To what extent do you recommend St Paul’s should offer support? 
Prayer Needs:  ____________________ 
Financial Support:  $_______________ 
Physical Assistance: ______________ 

 

Any other pertinent information for committee consideration. 
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Kindly return this form to the Mission Committee by October 28, 2018. 
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October 14 at 4:30 pm at Camp Washington 

Join Camp Washington & the Holy Landers Ministry Network as we welcome Guest 

Speaker Tom Verde, presenting “Pilgrimage” 
 

T he act of pilgrimage is a sacred undertaking in many faiths.  Throughout history and 

into modern times, Christians have journeyed to the Holy Land, Muslims to Mecca, 

Buddhists to Bodh Gaya, Jews to the Wailing Wall, all in search of spiritual inspiration and/

or renewal.  Join us for this Second Sunday conversation about pilgrimage as an act of reli-

gious faith while focusing on a number of popular Christian pilgrimage sites, such as Can-

terbury, Santiago de Compestela and the Holy Land. 

Following the presentation Bishop Laura will preside at Holy Eucharist and our dinner 

will have a Middle Eastern flair.  Special guest Bishop Anne Dyer from Aberdeen will join 

us. 

Tom Verde, a member of Calvary Episcopal Church in Stonington, is a published free-

lance journalist and speaker who writes about Islam, Middle Eastern history, interfaith rela-

tions, Christianity, and comparative religion. 

The ECCT Holy Landers Ministry Network is finalizing plans for a Pilgrimage to the 

Holy Land, June 9-19, 2019. Both Bishop Ian and Bishop Laura will be leading the trip.  

Come hear more and join the Holy Landers (Bishop Laura Ahrens; the Revs. Linda Spiers, 

Lisa DiNunno Hahneman, Susan Pinkerton, Nicholas Porter, Harrison West, Peter Walsh; 

Anne Lynn, David Szen, Sharon Pearson, John Lent) in conversation about the upcoming 

trip. 

Please RSVP at 860.567.9623     -     190 Kenyon Road, Lakeside, CT 06758  

†  Pilgrimage 
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“Second Sunday”  -  October 14th 

Camp Washington's “Second Sunday” with the Holy Landers Ministry Network -- October 14 at 4:30 p.m. 

 

Join Camp Washington and the Holy Landers Ministry Network on October 14 for “Second Sunday” with guest 

speaker Tom Verde, presenting “Pilgrimage.”  This conversation will be about pilgrimage as an act of religious 

faith while focusing on a number of popular Christian pilgrimage sites, such as Canterbury, Santiago de 

Compostela and the Holy Land.  Special guest Bishop Anne Dyer, Diocese of Aberdeen.  More Information: 

campwashington.org. 

 

https://www.campwashington.org/
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†  Come Saturday 

Morning 
 

E ach Saturday 

morning from 7:30 - 

9  our John 21-12 group 

meets at Theo’s Downtown 

Diner in New Milford.  Join 

friends and lively 

theological discussion.  All 

are welcome. 

https://biblehub.com/john/21-12.htm
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†  Greeters Needed 
 

Greeting people in a warm way makes them feel 
good about their presence in church. 

At St. Paul’s, we are always looking for people 
who feel called to serve in this important ministry.  
If you are interested in becoming a greeter, please 

contact Pam Szen (prszen@gmail.com) or David 
Szen 

mailto:prszen@gmail.com
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†  Electronic Giving 

A s a reminder, Saint Paul’s continues to offer the electronic giving option for 

making your regular donations.  Contributions can be debited automatically from 

your checking/savings account or your credit/debit card.  Our electronic giving program 

offers convenience for you and provides much needed donation consistency for our 

congregation.  There is no cost to you to use this system.  

Also there will be no changes if you choose to still use 

your present method of giving.  The system is simple 

using the following steps below. 

 Sign on to the church website at 

www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com. 

Click on the “Give Now” button at the top left of the 

first page. 

Click on the “Create Profile” button to create your 

unique on line profile. 

After you have created your profile, follow the on line instructions to schedule your 

contribution. 

 If you have any questions, please contact Chuck Allen at 203-775-6633 or 

treasurer@SaintPaulsBrookfield.com. 

†  New Door Access 
 

H ello St. Paul’s family!  As many of you have likely noticed, we have a new keypad 
at the back (glass) door to the church.  This was installed over the summer as part 

of a new plan to help secure the building.  We want our church building to be a welcoming 
haven for members and visitors, but we also need to ensure the safety and well-
being of all who enter our building. 
 In order to monitor traffic in and out of the building, we are asking everyone 
to enter through the back door for all church business.  This will not apply during 
regular Sunday and Wednesday services where all doors will be open to allow for 
easy access.  All other church business, committee meetings or ministry events 
throughout the rest of the week will need to enter the building using the back 
door. 
 All staff, vestry, and ministry leaders will be given access codes for the back 
door.  If you are included in that group or are a member that requires access to 
the building outside of scheduled service times, please email Patrick at 
oconnorspatrick@gmail.com to receive an access code. 
 In mid-October, the locks on all exterior doors will be changed out and any 
existing door keys will no longer work.  If you will need building access 
moving forward, please contact Patrick before October 15th. 
 If you have any questions or concerns, please don’t hesitate to reach out to 
Patrick or a member of the vestry. 

†  Pray It Up 
 

N otice the Red and White prayer request cards in the 
pew?  Each Sunday, fill out your request, put it in the 

red bowl on the table on the way to communion.  Then take a 
card from the bowl either right then or after service.  Pray for 
that request for one week.  How comforting to know that your 
request is being prayed for and that you are praying for 
someone else’s!  You might just be praying for the person 
sitting next to you!  Or, if you’d prefer - please send your 

request to St. Paul’s at prayingnow2@gmail.com!   

http://www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com
mailto:treasurer@SaintPaulsBrookfield.com
mailto:oconnorspatrick@gmail.com
mailto:prayingnow2@gmail.com
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†  This Sunday’s Readings 

 

The Spirit of Fulfillment 
 

 Job 23:1-9, 16-17 

I n the continuing saga the much-besieged Job longs for a divine court from which he 
might seek redress and justice.  He casts about on every side for God, but is met with a 

devastating absence of God’s presence.  Though this reflection comes as a response to Job’s 
accusatory “friend” Eliphaz, it is in the nature of an interior monologue as his distress mounts 
and he is subjected to a pervading sense of isolation.  Job believes in God’s justice, but is so 
bereft of any signs of its dawning that he thinks he would prefer entire 
darkness. 

 Psalm 22:1-15 
A psalm of lamentation and a plea for deliverance by one who feels 

deserted and pressed in on every side. 
 Hebrews 4:12-16 
The reading reminds us that the Lord’s word is active, probing the human 

heart and all creation, while we can yet boldly approach God’s throne because 
Jesus, our great high priest, has known our weaknesses and temptations.  The 
first statement is a waning; God’s word, which God has spoken at the creation, 
through the scriptures, and personally in Jesus, is everywhere and makes 
judgment.  But we now have a heavenly high priest, our brother, who knows all 
about our life, and helps us to find God’s mercy.  The insistence that Jesus was 
without sin relies not on extensive knowledge of what he did not do, but on the memory of 
his positive dedication to God’s will. 

 Mark 10:17-31 
In the gospel Jesus counsels a man to sell all for the benefit of the poor and follow him, 

and he then teaches how hard it is for those with riches to enter the kingdom.  Disciples who 
now surrender much will receive back all manner of new relationships in the age to come.  
Jesus first refuses to let himself be called good since that description belongs to God alone.  He 
then finds that the man has tried to live out his duties toward his neighbors in response to 
divine love.  But the decision 
for discipleship must go 
beyond this.  If the heart is 
divided by desires for worldly 
security, there is no way one 
can enter into the kingdom’s 
loving justice.  Yet by the 
power of God people can be 
converted and saved. 

†  Pick Up Your Copy Today!  

 Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will 

be available at the back of the church. 

†  Sermon Shorts 
 

"D o you know how to pray?"   To replay all 

our sermons, audio and videos follow this 

link for the Sunday Sermons.  Check out our Sermon 

Archives as well. 

 

 

Mark 10:17-31 

The only way to INHERIT 

eternal life is to be the eldest 

son of the one who owns eternal 

life.  Everyone else can only 

receive eternal life as a freely 

given gift from the owner.  

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp23_RCL.html#reading
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp23_RCL.html#response
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp23_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp23_RCL.html#GOSPEL
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermons.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/sermon-archives-2018.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/sermon-archives-2018.html
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†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 

 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 
such a privilege.  The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all 

time.  Please pray for… 
 
.....Fr. George Hall, Brenda Darling, Jean 
Stauffer, Lorraine Estok and other 
parishioners convalescing in extended care 
facilities. 
.....Christ Church, Waterbury; St. John’s, 
Waterbury; Christ Church, Watertown. 
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury 
area. 
......Young adults, young adult ministries, the 
Young Adult Ministry Network; the Episcopal 
Service Corps and the Young Adult Service Corps of The Episcopal Church; and St. Hilda’s 
House, New Haven. 
.....Ginny Beck, Clayton Ferry, Gary Stein, Joe & Barbara Hock, Sue Balla, Rose 
Barrett, Jim Megura, Jay Lawrence, Alex, Teresa Stacchiotti, Mary DeAnzeris, 
Anthony, Paul Kovacs, Denise, Lee Rybos, Sandy Chaleski, Pam Altemus, Stu Terrill, 
Jennifer, Susan, Cathy Schrull, Anja, Rhonda, Katie, Karen and Jenna Lynn Baish 
continued healing. 
.....the people of the Republic of Malta; the people of Liechtenstein; Diocese of Ikara - 
(Kaduna, Nigeria) The Rt Revd Yusuf Janfalan; and our sister and brother members of the 
United Church of Christ. 
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of ISIS forces.  Pray also 
for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ. 
.....Michael for protection from mortar attacks in Somalia with the UN peacekeeping 
service. 
.....New Milford Loaves & Fishes Hospitality House, which is the recipient of our food  
basket collections during the month of October. 
.....Rosy Tomorrow’s, a marketplace supporter of the Jericho Partnership. 
.....Those About To Be Baptized or To Renew Their Baptismal Covenant. 
.....that we may not only hear God’s word, but also learn to live it every day of our lives.. 
.....Bill Beattie, founder and chairman of the Jericho Partnership, complete healing of 
Multiple Myeloma. 
.....James for strength, courage and spiritual wisdom as he faces some difficult issues  

 

†  This & That & Links 
(Click on pictures or red links for more info) 

 

Links We Like 
 

Things That Make You Think 
 

Back Issues of Sword 
Points 

 
Modern Day Rich 

Young Ruler 
 

The Biblical story of the 
Rich Young Ruler and 
put it in present form to 
compliment our Gospel 

reading this Sunday. 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Christ-Episcopal-Church/115593075137249
http://www.stjohnsonthegreen.org/
http://www.christchurchwatertown.org/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Malta
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Liechtenstein
http://www.anglicancommunion.org/structures/member-churches/member-church/diocese/position.aspx?church=nigeria&dio=ikara&pos=bishop-of-ikara&posID=18632
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Church_of_Christ
http://loavesandfishesofnewmilford.org/
http://www.rosytomorrows.com/
http://www.missionstclare.com/english/prayers/baptize.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/links.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/things-that-make-you-think.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/weekly-qsword-pointsq.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/weekly-qsword-pointsq.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/contact-us.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IiSviyTsVGM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IiSviyTsVGM
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Random Fact of the Week! 

 

Did you know … that the Hungry Tree 

in Dublin is "eating" a park bench (pictured)? 

†  It Takes An Editorial Board 

Contributors to this Weeks 
Sword Points: 

 

M ary Allen, Susan Balla, Chris 
Barrett, Justin Doty, Steve 

Hemming, Lois Hunt, Susan Iverson, Beth 
Miller, Nicole 
O’Connors, Patrick 
O’Connors, Mary 
Perry, Ken Perry, 
Kirsten Peterson, 
Debbi Pomeroy, Joe 
Shepley, Tara 
Shepley, Pam Szen, 
David Szen, Ron 
Switzer, John 
Tuthill, Don 
Winkley. 

 
 

 

Just For Fun ! 
(And Christian Fellowship) 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hungry_Tree
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
https://instagram.com/stpaulsb/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/

