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Sword Points 
Transforming 

Lives Through 

Jesus Christ 

†  Knowing What Is Truly Valuable 
 

 
 
 

 
Dear Friends, 

Life is like a Monopoly 

game: at the end, everything goes 

back in the box. 

Stewardship is about knowing what is 

truly valuable, and what truly lasts.  As 

we grow in spiritual wisdom, 

we find that the best things in 

life are not things at all. 

Loving God, and loving one 

another as Jesus loved us by 

laying down our lives for one another, 

including our things, is to truly live.  For 

all things come from God, and all things go 

back to God.  Thanks be to God that we 

are always in God's hands of love 

in Christ, free to live, free to 

love, now and forever. 

Faithfully, 

 

 

“Seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things 
will be given to you as well.”           MATTHEW 6:33 

 

 

 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com
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†   The Doctor Will Make You See Now   
by John Tuthill 

 

...Immediately he regained his sight 
and followed him on the way. 

 

  -  Mark 10:52 
 

O 
ver-heard in the teachers' lounge the day after the massive record-setting mega-

lotto drawing: 

"I'd have been totally 

happy with just winning $500K!  I'm 

not greedy.  I don't need the whole 

billion-and-a-half mega prize.  All I 

want is just enough to pay off the 

mortgage, pay off the cars, and then 

maybe just enough to put the kids 

through school.  Is that too much to 

ask?  God knows - I'd TOTALLY be 

all-set with only $500,000.  And I'd 

keep working too!" 

While it may seem only natural and understandable for everyone to occasionally day-

dream about the "if only's" and about the "why not's," the ultimate Good News which we 

know is that Jesus has already done it!  Jesus has finished what is promised to 

be ..."infinitely more than ALL that we can ask or imagine" - so it says in Ephesians 3:20.  

Certainly, there is no surer good thing than God Himself.  He will carry out everything that 

is already promised in His Word.  If He did anything less, then God would not be God.  

Soldiers may have gambled for our Lord's clothes at the cross (Mark 15:24) and exactly as it 

was already written about centuries earlier before they did (see Psalm 22:18), but if they had 

only known who it was that was dying and pleading for the forgiveness of their sins (Luke 

23:24), their eyes would have been opened to the absurdity of playing games of chance for 

what has zero lasting value while the only thing of true value was being freely given for 

them in the greatest act of love (see John 15:13). 

In the Gospel reading appointed for us to hear this Sunday (Mark 10:46-52), there is a 

blind man who loudly calls out to Jesus when he is told that He is passing by where he is 

sitting and begging for coins.  He insistently calls out, "Jesus, Son of David!  Have mercy 

on me!"  The blind man's name is Bartimaeus and his name means "son of Timaeus” (One 

of Mark's distinctively odd habits is referring to people by their father's name for some 

reason).  People in the crowd "sternly order" poor Blind Bart to keep quiet and not to bother 

the Teacher.  But what does Bart do instead?  He calls it out again and this time even 

more loudly: "Jesus, Son of David!  Have mercy on me!" (v. 48).  The blind man 

calls Jesus "Son of David" which indicates he sees that this is the Savior, the 

Messiah that was already promised in the scriptures.  How does a blind man 

see this when Jesus' closest friends have seemed not to see even as Jesus has 

so directly taught them for so long?  Jesus responds and tells someone to call 

Bart over (v 49).  Our Lord asks Bart, "What do you want me to do for you?"  

And he answers, "My Teacher, let me see again."  And Jesus grants it, ("and 

immediately") saying, "Go; your faith has made you well."  There is no 

better place for the received gift of our faith to rest than on Jesus Himself, the 

"Light of the World."  And by the grace of Jesus, God looks at us and sees 

only the clean righteousness of Jesus instead of any of our sins (see Hebrews 

8:12, Ephesians 2:13) - "more than we can ask or imagine"! 

 Thanks be to God! 
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O ur Men’s Bible Study is still packing them in weekly on Monday 

nights.  This time they’re dissecting the Letter of Paul to the 

Colossians.  Join them each Monday night at 7 pm in Crocker Hall.  All 

the studies are available live on Livestream and archived on YouTube. 

†  Men’s Bible Study 

†  This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

Thu, Oct 25 - 7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 
Fri, Oct 26  2:00 pm - Diocese of Connecticut Annual Convention, Mystic, CT 
Sat, Oct 27 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 
  7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford 
  9:00 am - Diocese of Connecticut Annual Convention, Mystic, CT 
  11:00 am - St. Paul’s Quilters, Crocker Hall 
Sun, Oct 28 - The Twenty-third Sunday after Pentecost 
  8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (Livestream) 
  9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 
  10:30 am - Sunday School 
  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion  (Livestream) 

  4:00 pm - Trunk or Treat, Meadow 
Mon, Oct 29 -  St Simon & St Jude, Apostles 
  7:00 pm - Men’s Bible Study, Crocker Hall  (Livestream) 
Tue, Oct 30 - 9:15 am - Tuesday Women’s AM Bible Study, Guild Room 
  7:15 pm - Boy Scouts Troop #5, Crocker Hall 
Wed, Oct 31 - 10:00 am - Holy Communion & Healing  (Facebook) 

Thu, Nov   1 -  All Saints Day 
 - 7:00 pm - Mission Committee, Guild Room 
 - 7:30 pm - Property Committee, Classroom 
 - 7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 
Sat, Nov   3 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 
  7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford 
  10:00 am - PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall 
Sun, Nov   4 - The Twenty-fourth Sunday after Pentecost 
  8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (Livestream) 
  9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 
  10:30 am - Sunday School 
  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion  (Livestream) 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+21:12&version=NRSVA
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+21:12&version=NRSVA
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
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†  Transforming Stewardship 
 

“And Jesus said to him, ‘Go your way; your faith has made you 
well.’  And immediately he received his sight and followed him on 
the way.”    (Mark 10:52) 

 

F aith is believing in something even though you may not be able 
to see it. Many people think that miracles don’t happen 

anymore. But, if you focus on the positive, not the negative, focus on 
your blessings instead of your hardships, miracles will seem common 
and you will see God’s active presence in your daily life. 

Wed service promo 

Thanks you note 

†  Transforming Saints of God 
 

Thursday, October 25th  
 

Dorcas 
Disciple 

 

D 
orcas (or Tabitha in Aramaic -- both names mean "gazelle") is mentioned in 
Acts 9:36-42.  She was a member of the early Christian community in Joppa, a 
seacoast town of Israel, and noted for her acts of charity, in particular for 

making garments and giving them to needy widows.  Acts recounts that when she died, she 
was mourned by "all the widows...crying and showing (Peter) the robes and other clothing 
that she had made while she was 
still with them" (Acts 9:39).  The 
Greek construct used in this passage 
indicates that the widows were the 
recipients of her charity, but she 
may also have been a widow 
herself.  It is likely that she was a 
woman of some means, given her 

ability to help the poor.  
The disciples present 
called upon Peter, who 
came from nearby Lydda 
to the place where her 
body was being laid out 
for burial.  When Peter 
came to see her, he 
raised her to life.  His 
words to her, "Tabitha, 
kumi," (Tabitha, arise), 
are reminiscent of the 
words of Jesus to the 
daughter of Jairus, "Talitha, kumi," (little girl, arise) as given in Mark 5:41.  
Whether this is anything more than coincidence is hard to say.  If the Aramaic 
words of Jesus had been quoted by Luke rather than by Mark, one might suppose 
that Luke was underscoring a resemblance between the two episodes (the reader 
is invited to look up both stories, the former in M 9:18-26 = P 5:22-43 = L 41-56 
and the latter in A 9:36-42).  As it is, I am not sure that Luke (or Peter, 
presumably Mark's source for his account) intends a connection. 
 

Collect: Most Holy God, whose servant Tabitha you raised from the dead to 
display your power and confirm your message that your Son is Lord; grant unto 

us your grace, that aided by her prayers and example, we may be given a new life in your 
Spirit to do works pleasing in your sight; Through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord; who 
lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.  

written by James Kiefer  
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†  Gift of The Convocation: A PilgrimChurch 

Dear Friends, 

M any are surprised to learn that the Episcopal Church, my particular family within 

the Jesus Movement, has a significant presence in Europe.  Last weekend, I had 

the privilege of attending the annual convention of The Convocation of Episcopal Churches 

in Europe, held at one of its parishes, 

All Saints in Waterloo, Belgium.  

The convention went from Thursday 

afternoon to Sunday morning, a long 

affair for those dioceses used to 

conducting their conventions in a day 

or less, but it is a spacious time that 

supports building up the body of 

Christ across a diverse, international 

group of congregations that 

otherwise do not have much occasion to break bread together.  (Oh, there was also an 

exciting bishop election, an important event already extensively covered.) 

I had the joy of listening to stories of how people came to value their particular faith 

communities, from the large American Cathedral of the Holy Trinity in Paris, to parishes 

like Christ the King in Frankfurt, mission congregations like Grace Church in Montpelier 

and experiments in Christian community such as Christiana Fraternitas, an Episcopally-

based ecumenical monastic order located in Taranto in the south of Italy.  As I listened, I 

asked the question: What is it that makes the Convocation unique?  What charisms, or gifts 

might the Convocation offer the wider Church? 

At this point in my reflection, I have two related answers.  The 

first has to do with the diversity of our churches and their context in 

Europe.  The Convocation is a kind of wonderful laboratory for the 

Anglican penchant to seek Christ in the languages and cultures of a 

particular people at a particular time.  This “vernacular 

moment” (thank you Bishops Ian Douglas and Pierre Whalon) is a 

powerful approach to seeking and joining God’s mission. 

The second answer came to me on Sunday afternoon, when 

several of us spent a few hours in Brussels before our departures.  We 

came upon a musician playing a waltz in the Place de la Bourse.  I 

was deeply moved, because it was a waltz after all, and on a lovely 

fall afternoon with new friends, surrounded by happy crowds and 
(Continued on page 6) 
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great beauty.  And I also saw in that solitary musician a reflection of the stories I had been 

hearing.  Stories of pilgrims, of people sojourning in a strange land, who found the grace of 

God’s manna in community, becoming a pilgrim church, and in the process creating together 

music of great beauty. 

We are a people on the Way, seeking the already here and not yet reign of God.  The 

people of the Convocation seem to deeply feel what it means to be a pilgrim.  It is part of the 

air they breathe.  It gives life to their communities, and builds up the body of Christ.  It is a 

charism that bears witness to the wider church.  I give thanks for the pilgrims of the 

Convocation and pray that their experiences may inform our own journeys, as we seek to 

love the Lord our God with all our heart and with all our soul and with all our mind and with 

all our strength, and to love our neighbor as ourself. 

Blessings, 

Stephen Nagy 

(Continued from page 5) Pilgrims on the Way 

†  Art in the Christian Tradition 
 

Jesus Heals the Blind, Detail 
6th Century Mosaic 

Unknown 
Church of Sant'Apollinare Nuovo, Ravenna, Italy  

 

B ut unlike the figure in the Timaeus, this blind beggar does not lament in vain.  
Throwing off his cloak (the "philosopher’s cloak? is it philosophy itself that is 

blind?) he comes to Jesus (Mark 10:50).  Calling Jesus "my teacher," he asks to see.  And 
upon receiving his sight, he follows Jesus "in the way" (Mark 10:52).  What follows 
immediately in the book is the beginning of the Markan passion account, the enacting of 

Jesus' cup and the 
baptism of his 
death.  The "way" 
that Bartimaeus 
follows is the way 
into this death, not 
the unperturbed 
and reasonable 
courses of the 
heavenly bodies.  
Participation in 
this way seems to 
invite us to a 
different sort of 
cosmology, a 
different view of 
the constitution of 
the universe and a 
correspondingly 
different estimate 
of the good life. 
-Gordon W. 
Lathrop 
Holy Ground: A 
Liturgical 
Cosmology p.32. 
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†  Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study 
 

T he Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study is studying, The Book of Isaiah, weekly on 
Tuesdays at 9:15 am in the Guild Room. 

ISAIAH  His name meant "the Lord is salvation" and this was his message for 
over 40 years.  Through him the Lord pronounced judgment on the proud who 
sought to save themselves.  But through him God also comforted the humble with 
glimpses of a Prince of Peace and a Suffering Servant...a desert blossoming...the 
prisoners set free....the hungry fed....and the homeless sheltered. 

This will be an 18 week study of amazing discussions and enlightenment.  
Please join us!!! 

Please join us in study on Tuesday's from 9:15 - 11 am.  For more info email Debbi 
Pomeroy at debbi415@aol.com.  Workbooks are $12. 

 

"Turn from evil and do good; seek 

______ and pursue it." 

Psalm 34:14 NIV  

†  This Date on the Church Calendar 
 

Monday, October 29th 
 

St. Simon & St. Jude 
Apostles 

 

T he only thing the Gospels tell us about Simon is that he was one of the disciples, and 
that he was called “the Zealot” (Zelotes).  John mentions Jude in his description of 

the Last Supper.  The Epistle of Jude may be the work of the disciple Jude, who is the man 
mentioned by John as the brother of James the Greater. 

Tradition has consistently 
associated Simon and Jude as 
apostles to Persia.  Some accounts 
state that they were martyrs, a 
tradition generally accepted by the 
Western Church.  The Monology of 
Basil, however, says that Simon died 
a peaceful death at Edessa.  Jude, 
who was surnamed Thaddeus, has 
been confused with another 
Thaddeus, who was also said to have 
died a quiet death, either in Beirut or 
Edessa.  Whatever the facts, accounts 
conflict and reliable data are lacking. 

There are other scholarly 
questions about both men.  One 
involves Simon’s appellation 
“Zelotes.”  Whether in fact he had 
been a member before his conversion 
of one of the several factions called 
“Zealots,” or whether this title refers to his zeal for the Jewish law, is not known, but he has 
consistently been identified by it.  For some centuries, and even to this day, Jude has been 
regarded in popular devotion as the “patron of desperate or lost causes,” but the basis of this 
tradition is obscure. 

The Epistle of Jude concludes with this striking doxology: “Now to him who is able to 
keep you from falling, and to present you without blemish before the presence of his glory 
with rejoicing, to the only God our Savior, be glory, majesty, dominion, and authority, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, before all time and now and for ever” (Jude 24–25). 

mailto:debbi415@aol.com
http://bible.gospelcom.net/bible?passage=Psalm+34:14&version=NIV&showfn=yes
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Name Tags - Please be courteous to your fellow parishioners, 
to newcomers, visiting clergy and guests by extending a warm 
welcome to them and by wearing your name tag.  And 
remember to wear them to coffee hour as well. 

M ark tells us that Bartimaeus had faith that Jesus could 
heal him.  The disciples tried to shoo him away, but 

he was persistent, and Jesus answered his plea.  What is it in our 
lives that blinds us, and lets us shoo ourselves away from 
believing in, and accepting the grace and mercy of our God?  As 
followers with restored vision, we can serve in ways that are yet 
unknown to us if we pray for our own blindness to be healed! 

†  Lessons and Carols: Save the Date! 

O ur annual Festival of Lessons and Carols will be held on 

Sunday, December 16 at 5:00 pm.  Please mark your calendars 

and plan to attend this beautiful Advent service which consists of 

Scripture readings about the birth of Jesus interspersed with the 

singing of traditional carols led by our choir.  What a truly 

wonderful way to prepare your heart, mind, and voice for Christmas! 

 Or better yet, if you like to sing, you are welcome to join our 

special choir for this service. Rehearsals are on the following three 

Mondays from 7-9 pm: Nov 26, Nov 27, Dec 3, Dec 10 and Thursday, Dec 13.  

The only prerequisites are as follows: 1) you like to sing Christmas music, and 

2) you like to be around people who like to sing Christmas music.  No previous 

participation in the music ministry required!  It may be just the thing if you’ve been 

looking for a small group to join for Advent!  Please contact Kirsten Peterson for more 

details and to sign up: kirpeterson@comcast.net 

mailto:kirpeterson@comcast.net
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†  Clear Shining 
 

H ere is a beautiful description of the 

duties of a king: 

“ He that rules over men must be just, ruling 

in the fear of God.  He shall be as the light 

of the morning, when the sun rises, even a 

morning without clouds; as the tender grass 

springing out of the earth by clear shining after 

rain.” 

These are the words of David on his deathbed.  

The sheer poetic beauty of the imagery reflects 

the beautiful idea that the heart of the king must 

be set on justice.  He rules in the fear of God 

because God demands justice. 

The meaning becomes clearer in a song David wrote that begins with the words “I will 

sing of mercy and judgment.”  Slander and deceit are among the wicked things he will not 

to tolerate in his kingdom.  Why?  Because these are the tools that the powerful use to 

oppress the poor and needy. 

Justice is conceived as a clear, shining thing.  Here is the command to a young nation 

just beginning to find its way in the world: “Justice, and only justice, shall you follow, that 

you may live and inherit the land the Lord your God is giving you.” 

Only justice!  Not any other thing.  Not wealth, not conquest, not nation-building, not 

defense, not cities made of marble, but justice. 

Here’s more information from a later date: “I, the Lord, love justice.  I hate robbery and 

wrongdoing.”  And for those who need clarification: “Learn to do what is right.  Seek 

justice.  Defend the oppressed.  Take up the cause of the fatherless.  Plead the case of the 

widow.” 

Or this from our song-writing king: “I know that the Lord will maintain the cause of the 

afflicted and the right of the poor.” 

This concept of the first duty of a king is unique.  It is not found in Locke, who was 

more interested in divesting kings of their duties.  It is not found in the Constitution, where 

the most important duties of the president are to provide for the defense of the county and 

faithfully execute the laws coming out of Congress. 

True, it was part of the oath of medieval kings in Europe, probably because of Christian 

tradition; but the “justice” they were 

expected to administer primarily 

involved resolving disputes among 

their nobles. 

The clear, shining quality of 

justice is not found in law or 

precedent or philosophy of 

government, which can be distorted 

to dark ends.  It is found in the 

value of life.  Justice upholds the 

rights of the powerless.  Justice 

affirms that their lives have value. 

It is a deep-rooted respect for 

the value of life that makes the just 

king like fresh green grass springing 

from the sun-baked earth after rain.  

-Jay Trott 
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†   With Us and For Us  
 

J 
ob lost his sons and daughters, his livestock and servants; he was covered in 
loathsome sores from the sole of his foot to the crown of his head.  Providence 
was implicated and thus Job, though quiet and humble at first, raged against God.  

Job is the suffering human being.  He is the icon of the anguish into which we are born.  He 
is a question without answer.  He knows every fear and every trouble (Ps. 34:4-5).  “A 
mortal, born of woman, few of days and full of trouble, comes up like a flower and withers, 
flees like a shadow and does not last” (Job 14:1-2). 

The Bible is our modern world, an ancient witness to present-day truth.  Is there hope for 
human beings?  Who will heal the wounds of Job?  Who will restore all that he has lost?  
Who will quiet his tormented mind?  Who will descend to the dead?  There is a high priest 
who holds his priesthood permanently and continues forever and who lives to make 
intercession for all who suffer (Heb. 7:24-25).  He is both the priest who offers and the 
offering itself.  He is “holy, blameless, undefiled, separated from sinners, and exalted above 
the heavens” (Heb. 7:26).  And yet he reigns in the highest heaven precisely because he bore 
a cross and visited hell.  He was like us in every respect, though without sin.  He is like us 
still and evermore, knowing what we suffer and suffering our pain, and transmuting divine 
grace and divine adoption.  He is the one who knows that we weep and who brings 
consolation.  He is the one who leads to cool waters.  He is the straight and safe path (Jer. 
31:9).  He is a refuge in time of need. 

Jesus is the explication of the Father, the endless extraction of eternal depths (John 
1:18).  He is not, in strictly human terms, a single cogent explanation.  When asked why a 
man was born blind, he 
pointed only to the glory 
of God manifest in a 
world of the blind 
coming to the sight of 
faith.  Jesus Christ our 
Lord descends to be 
among us, deigns to be 
with us, suffers and dies 
for us, rises again in the 
fullness of his human 
and divine nature.  
Rising as the true human 
being, he brings with 
himself daughters and 
sons from every age.  He 
heals by taking our wounds, forgives by bearing the weight of sin and judgment, and gives 
life by undergoing death.  He burrows into the depth of humanity, touching everything, 
healing everything, renewing everything.  He is even, amid our human lot, laughter and 
shouts of joy, a spontaneous protest of hope and meaning. 

We know Jesus Christ as our life in the moment that we know he is both with us and for 
us.  He is with us in his humanity; he is for us in the gift of divine life.  He is with us in our 
pain, and he is for us as our great physician.  Jesus Christ knows us at the moment when he 
stands still (Mark 10:49).  There is moment when the whole world recedes into the 
background, when Jesus and one person stand together, when healing and life are deeply 
personal and mysterious.  There is story about a man named Bartimaeus, Son of Timaeus.  
He was a blind beggar.  When he heard that Jesus was coming, he began to cry out.  Many 
ordered him to be quiet, but he cried out even more loudly.  “Jesus stood still and said, ‘Call 
him here’” (Mark 10:46-49). 

Stand where you are.  Jesus stands with you.  He is your life and your enlightenment 
amid this fragile world. 

Look It Up 
Read Psalm 34:19. 

Think About It 
Our lives consist of afflictions and rescue. 

-from The Living Church, 2018 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=psalm+34%3A19&version=CEB
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The 

Rector’s 

Forum 

 

 

 

T he Rector’s Forum has begun a study entitled “People of the 

Promised Land Part I.” 

People of the Promised Land I covers the united kingdom of Israel, 

from Joshua to Solomon. 

We are studying the books of Joshua, Ruth, 1 and 2 Samuel, 1 Kings 

1-11 and overviews of Psalms and Proverbs. 

The themes of this study are Provision, Holiness, Leadership, and 

Faithfulness. 

In this study we will find… 

God PROMISED to give His people the land . . . and He did! 

God LED His people TO and INTO the land. 

God ESTABLISHED His people in a UNIFIED Kingdom in the 

Promised Land. 

 

The Rector's Forum meets every Sunday, starting at 9:30 in the Guild 

Room.  Grab a cup of coffee and join us. 
 

 

 

†  Happy Birthday to You! 
 

G wynn Davidson celebrates today!  Bake a cake for David Szen 

on Friday.  Keith Balla will be expecting your card on Sunday.  

Norma Jeanne Sporck will be blowing out candles on Monday.  Susan 

Iverson will be opening presents on Tuesday.  George Franklin, 

Jacqueline Burr & Jayne Arcamone will have a spooky celebration 

on Wednesday.  Have a blessed day everyone! 

 

Take a Hanger 

Fill a Hanger 

We are holding our annual Coat Drive to benefit the various agencies in 

Danbury supported by the Jericho Partnership.  “Take a Hanger” from 

the rack we’ll have at the back of the church this weekend.  Check your 

closets for those unused coats.  And “Fill a Hanger.”  Bring it back to 

St. Paul’s and we’ll get that coat on the back of someone who needs it. 
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COFFEE HOUR HOSTS 

 

Oct 28th  8 am  - Buni & Paul Kovacs  10:30 am - Marie Williams 
Nov   4th  8 am - Robin Powell   10:30 am - Nicole O’Connors 
Nov 11th  8 am - Polly Sorentino   10:30 am - JoAnn Hornak 

Contact Mary Allen at 

203-775-6633 or 

chamla@charter.net. 

 

 

“Transforming Lives 

Through Jesus” 

St. Paul’s Church 

Brookfield, Connecticut 

Saintpaulsbrookfield.com 

mailto:Hi%20Dave. %20Could%20you%20please%20add%20that%20we%20needs%20Coffee%20Hour%20hCHAMLA@CHARTER.NET
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St. Paul’s Mission Committee 
Annual Request for Budget Line Items for Year 2019 

 

“If a brother or sister is without clothing and in need of daily food, and if one of you 
says to them, go in peace, be warmed and be filled, and yet do not give them what is 
necessary for their body, what use is that?  Even so faith, if it has no works, is dead, being 
by itself.”   James 2:15-17 

 

S aint Paul’s Mission Committee serves the entire parish as a focal point for our 
mission work.  We prepare an annual budget for vestry approval.  Items in this 

budget come from you, our parishioners!  This is your opportunity to enhance your personal 
or family missions with the prayer, physical and financial support of the entire parish! 

 

As a sponsor of your Christian based organization, you are 
asked to complete the form at the end of this article.  
Additionally, you are expected to submit a “Sword 
Points” article.  This is your opportunity to “put a 
face” on what we as a parish are supporting. 

 

We invite your active participation in this 
budgeting process as well as your involvement 
with St. Paul’s Mission Committee.  We meet the 
first Thursday, monthly at 7 pm in the Guild Room. 

 

If you have any questions regarding this process, 
please contact a member of the mission committee:  
Larry Creagh, Barbara DeAnzeris, Laurie DoBosh, Lois 
Hunt, Joyce Sarver, Bill Schrull, Ron Switzer, Bonnie 
Wanzer, Cigdem Usekes & Don Winkley. 
 

Mission Organization:_____________________ 
Persons requesting prayer, physical or financial support ____________________________ 
 

Our task is to sponsor those missions that are: 

 Christ Centered 

 Meet the basic needs of our neighbors 

 Have a strong base of existing personal support by more than one St. Paul’s Parish 
members. 
 

Briefly describe the purpose or scope of the mission or organization:  
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Is it Christian based, to spread the Good News of Jesus Christ?  
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 

 

To what extent do you recommend St Paul’s should offer support? 
Prayer Needs:  ____________________ 
Financial Support:  $_______________ 
Physical Assistance: ______________ 

 

Any other pertinent information for committee consideration. 
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Kindly return this form to the Mission Committee by October 28, 2018. 
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†  Greeters Needed 
 

Greeting people in a warm way makes them feel 
good about their presence in church. 

At St. Paul’s, we are always looking for people 
who feel called to serve in this important ministry.  
If you are interested in becoming a greeter, please 

contact Pam Szen (prszen@gmail.com) or David 
Szen 

 

†  Come Saturday 

Morning 
 

E ach Saturday 

morning from 7:30 - 

9  our John 21-12 group 

meets at Theo’s Downtown 

Diner in New Milford.  Join 

friends and lively 

theological discussion.  All 

are welcome. 

†  Socks & Toiletries for the Homeless 
 

A s the temperature drops and the seasons change 
remember homeless people are on their feet all 

day, and the only pair of socks they own are very likely 
to be threadbare.  Once again, this year we are collecting 
socks and toiletries for the men’s homeless shelter 
throughout the winter months.  Place donations in the 
bins in the back of the church or Crocker Hall. 

S t. Paul’s has started a new ministry … in 

Portuguese!  Our own Joe Bernardo 

prepares a timely message that is available on 

our website, our Facebook page and our 

YouTube channel.  You might want to check it out.  

Be sure to “like” it and share it with your Portuguese 

friends. 

mailto:prszen@gmail.com
https://biblehub.com/john/21-12.htm
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/portugues.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/portugues.html
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†  You Can Help  

T he second Saturday of each month a group from St. Paul’s 

volunteers at the Jericho Food & Clothing Pantry on Spring 

Street in Danbury.  Please consider signing up by emailing Laurie 

DoBosh ldobosh@tcco.com.  The pantry is also looking for donations 

of reusable grocery bags and plastic bags for the clients to put their 

food in.  We are also looking for coloring books and crayons for the 

children who come with their parents to the pantry (gently used is 

accepted) and travel size toiletries you usually find at hotels are 

also needed.  Please place donations in Crocker Hall bin marked 

Jericho (left hand brown bin).  

 

mailto:ldobosh@tcco.com
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†  Electronic Giving 

A s a reminder, Saint Paul’s continues to offer the electronic giving option for 

making your regular donations.  Contributions can be debited automatically from 

your checking/savings account or your credit/debit card.  Our electronic giving program 

offers convenience for you and provides much needed donation consistency for our 

congregation.  There is no cost to you to use this system.  

Also there will be no changes if you choose to still use 

your present method of giving.  The system is simple 

using the following steps below. 

 Sign on to the church website at 

www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com. 

Click on the “Give Now” button at the top left of the 

first page. 

Click on the “Create Profile” button to create your 

unique on line profile. 

After you have created your profile, follow the on line instructions to schedule your 

contribution. 

 If you have any questions, please contact Chuck Allen at 203-775-6633 or 

treasurer@SaintPaulsBrookfield.com. 

†  New Door Access 
 

H ello St. Paul’s family!  As many of you have likely noticed, we have a new keypad 
at the back (glass) door to the church.  This was installed over the summer as part 

of a new plan to help secure the building.  We want our church building to be a welcoming 
haven for members and visitors, but we also need to ensure the safety and 
well-being of all who enter our building. 
 In order to monitor traffic in and out of the building, we are asking 
everyone to enter through the back door for all church business.  This will 
not apply during regular Sunday and Wednesday services where all doors 
will be open to allow for easy access.  All other church business, 
committee meetings or ministry events throughout the rest of the week 
will need to enter the building using the back door. 
 All staff, vestry, and ministry leaders will be given access codes for 
the back door.  If you are included in that group or are a member that 
requires access to the building outside of scheduled service times, please 
email Patrick at oconnorspatrick@gmail.com to receive an access code. 
 In mid-October, the locks on all exterior doors will be changed out 
and any existing door keys will no longer work.  If you will need 
building access moving forward, please contact Patrick. 
 If you have any questions or concerns, please don’t hesitate to reach 
out to Patrick or a member of the vestry. 

†  Pray It Up 
 

N otice the Red and White prayer request cards in the 
pew?  Each Sunday, fill out your request, put it in the 

red bowl on the table on the way to communion.  Then take a 
card from the bowl either right then or after service.  Pray for 
that request for one week.  How comforting to know that your 
request is being prayed for and that you are praying for 
someone else’s!  You might just be praying for the person 
sitting next to you!  Or, if you’d prefer - please send your 

request to St. Paul’s at prayingnow2@gmail.com!   

http://www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com
mailto:treasurer@SaintPaulsBrookfield.com
mailto:oconnorspatrick@gmail.com
mailto:prayingnow2@gmail.com
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†  This Sunday’s Readings 

 

Restored and Made Well 
 

 Job 42:1-6, 10-17 

I n the conclusion of this saga Job, who had demanded justice for his own life and was 
then encountered by the living and awesome God, now responds with great humility 

and finds restoration of his fortunes.  Job recalls some of the earlier words of the Lord and 
realizes how far he has been from any true understanding.  In the conclusion of the 
story, Job finds abundance far in excess of his previous sate, and is fully restored to 
human community.  An unusual feature of the story is that Job’s three daughters are 
given equal inheritance and mentioned by name, though none of his sons.  Job’s 
tragic experience has given him an amplified view of the world and deepened 
empathy. 

 Psalm 34:1-8, 19-22 
A hymn of blessing and praise to the Lord for divine deliverance. 
 Hebrews 7:23-28 
In this New Testament lesson the author demonstrates how Jesus is our perfect 

and everlasting high priest.  He was appointed not by human beings according to the 
law, but by an oath of God.  He had no need to offer sacrifices for his own sins, for he 
is holy and undefiled.  Nor does he offer sacrifices repeatedly, but once for all he 
presented the perfect sacrifice of himself.  His priesthood is forever and, as the Son, he 

now makes eternal intercession for us. 
 Mark 10:46-52 

Our gospel is the story of the new vision of blind Bartimaeus.  The 
evangelist has carefully prepared for this story by illustrating the 
inability of the religious officials to perceive who Jesus is and by describing 
the short-sightedness of the disciples.  Now, with nothing but his great hope, 
this blind beggar calls out to Jesus.  He uses the only title of honor he can 
think of: Son of David - dangerous words in the present political climate.  
But Jesus 
stops on 
his own 
profound 

journey, and Bartimaeus is 
healed through his faith.  
Then, as a model of a 
disciple who has received 
healing as a gift, he follows 
Jesus on the way. 

†  Pick Up Your Copy Today!  

 Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will 

be available at the back of the church. 

†  Sermon Shorts 
 

"A ccept, Believe, Confess"   To replay all our 

sermons, audio and videos follow this link for 

the Sunday Sermons.  Check out our Sermon Archives 

as well. 

 

 

Mark 10:35-45 

Notice that Mark says 

Bartimaeus is told that it is 

"Jesus of Nazareth" - 

which identifies Jesus only 

by his low cast, peasant, 

hillbilly status by birth - but 

Bartimaeus SHOUTS 

out, "Jesus, Son of 

David" - identifying Jesus 

by his God-given status.  

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp25_RCL.html#reading
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp25_RCL.html#response
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp25_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp25_RCL.html#GOSPEL
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermons.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/sermon-archives-2018.html
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†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 

 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 
such a privilege.  The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all 

time.  Please pray for… 
 
.....Fr. George Hall, Brenda Darling, Jean Stauffer, 
Lorraine Estok and other parishioners 
convalescing in extended care facilities. 
.....The 234th Annual Convention of the Episcopal 
Church in Connecticut, meeting Oct. 26-27 in Mystic, 
CT. 
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area. 
.....Diocesan Episcopal Church Women, Diocesan 
Altar Guild; local ECW chapters and parish altar 
guilds. 
.....Ginny Beck, Clayton Ferry, Gary Stein, Joe & Barbara Hock, Sue Balla, Rose 
Barrett, Jim Megura, Jay Lawrence, Alex, Teresa Stacchiotti, Mary DeAnzeris, 
Anthony, Paul Kovacs, Denise, Lee Rybos, Sandy Chaleski, Pam Altemus, Stu Terrill, 
Jennifer, Susan, Cathy Schrull, Anja, Rhonda, Katie, Karen and Jenna Lynn Baish 
continued healing. 
.....the people of the Federated States of Micronesia; the people of Mexico; Diocese of Isial-
Ngwa South - (Aba, Nigeria) The Rt Revd Isaac Nwaobia; and our sister and brother 
members of the Church on the Rock- International. 
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of ISIS forces.  Pray also 
for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ. 
.....Michael for protection from mortar attacks in Somalia with the UN peacekeeping 
service. 
.....New Milford Loaves & Fishes Hospitality House, which is the recipient of our food  
basket collections during the month of October. 
.....TypoGraphicServices.com, a marketplace supporter of the Jericho Partnership. 
.....A Church Convention. 
.....That we recognize all the gifts we are given and see God’s active presence in our daily 
life. 
.....Bill Beattie, founder and chairman of the Jericho Partnership, complete healing of 
Multiple Myeloma. 
.....James for strength, courage and spiritual wisdom as he faces some difficult issues. 

 

†  This & That & Links 
(Click on pictures or red links for more info) 

 

Links We Like 
 

Things That Make You Think 
 

Back Issues of Sword Points 
 

Some Thing 
 

Oil, gold and fire 
are the treasures 
inside the proud 
giant mountains. 

For the little 
mountain it's 

impossible to keep 
up with that. He's 

just in possession of 
this tiny, strange 

and useless SOME 
THING.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Federated_States_of_Micronesia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mexico
https://www.anglicancommunion.org/structures/member-churches/member-church/diocese/position.aspx?church=nigeria&dio=isial-ngwa-south&pos=bishop-of-isiala-ngwa-south&posID=18247
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Church_on_the_Rock-_International
http://loavesandfishesofnewmilford.org/
http://www.missionstclare.com/english/prayers/12.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/links.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/things-that-make-you-think.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/weekly-qsword-pointsq.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/contact-us.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ppMXtTbNnCs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ppMXtTbNnCs
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†  It Takes An Editorial Board 

Contributors to this Weeks 
Sword Points: 

 

M ary Allen, Susan Balla, Chris 
Barrett, Justin Doty, Steve 

Hemming, Lois Hunt, Susan Iverson, Beth 
Miller, Nicole 
O’Connors, Patrick 
O’Connors, Mary 
Perry, Ken Perry, 
Kirsten Peterson, 
Debbi Pomeroy, Joe 
Shepley, Tara 
Shepley, Pam Szen, 
David Szen, Ron 
Switzer, John 
Tuthill, Don 
Winkley. 

 
 

 

Just For Fun ! 
(And Christian Fellowship) 

 

Random Fact of the Week! 
 

Did you know … that Reverend James 
Abercrombie once admonished President 
George Washington during his sermon for not 
setting an example in church by receiving 
communion?  

https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
https://instagram.com/stpaulsb/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/James_Abercrombie_(Episcopal_priest)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/James_Abercrombie_(Episcopal_priest)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_Washington
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eucharist

