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Sword Points 
Transforming 

Lives Through 

Jesus Christ 

†  The Heart Is Thanksgiving 

 
 
 
 

 

Dear Friends, 

 

T he heart of the Eucharist is thanksgiving.  We come together to 

remember Jesus and to give thanks for the life, death and 

resurrection of Christ, God's ultimate offering to us. 

The word itself - Eucharist - is an ancient Greek word that means “to 

give thanks.”  This demonstration of our gratitude is not uninformed 

ritual, nor is it to be taken lightly.  The Eucharist is offered in great awe 

and honor, always in remembrance of God's almighty act in humble Jesus' 

sacrifice for us. 

On this Thanksgiving Day, we offer a Eucharist at 10 am, as we do 

each time we gather to remember and give thanks for the blessings of 

God.  As we gather with loved ones, around the altar, and around our 

tables, may an attitude of gratitude raise us above our divisions and 

celebrate the unity, peace and love that God promises us in Christ. 

Faithfully,  Fr. Joe 

Jesus took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to them, saying, "This 
is my body given for you; do this in remembrance of me.”  LUKE 11:19 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com
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†   Who’s on Trial?   
by John Tuthill 

 

Jesus answered,  
“My kingdom is not of this world... 
my kingdom is not from the world’ 

 

  -  John 18:36 
 

S 
ure enough, the man who sentenced our Lord to die a  slow and excruciating 

criminal's death by hanging publicly nailed to a  tree two thousand years ago 

seems to be more than only a slightly odd choice to commemorate by name each 

and every time Christians around the world celebrate Holy Communion. 

But Pontius Pilate's name is on the lips of Jesus' followers whenever we say the Nicene 

Creed.  And h is name is said also (less often at St. Paul's) whenever we say Apostles Creed.  

This Sunday the gospel reading (John 18:33-37) spotlights the private and tense dialogue 

between the Roman governor (Pilate) and our Lord Jesus.  All four of the Gospel writers 

record that Pilate asks Jesus; "Are you the King of the Jews?" (v 18:33; Mt. 27:11; Mk. 

15:2; Lk. 23:3).  But only in John's account do we actually get to hear Jesus' revealing 

response to Pilate's desperate question.  Poor Pilate.  He would so much rather be relaxing 

as usual back at his royal residence in the beach town of Caesarea.  But as Roman governor 

of Judea, his job was to return back to Jerusalem to command and keep peaceful order 

during the all-important Passover season.  The population in Jerusalem always swelled with 

visit ing Jews from far and wide every Passover.  Judging by Pilate's erratic comings and 

goings attempting to deal with the 

religious leaders who were pressuring 

him to execute Jesus, this is one of 

the worst days of his career as a  

puppet Governor of Rome: we see 

Pilate desperately runs out to talk to 

the religious leaders and then going 

back to stew in private, back and forth 

several times as he tries to make this 

Jesus "headache" go away: See his 

multiple coming and going in v.29, v. 

33, v.38, 19:1, 19:4, etc.  Pilate seems 

to be the one on trial by his many 

attempts to free himself from the 

situation being thrust on him. 

"My kingdom is not of this world," answers Jesus when asked if He claims to be "King 

of the Jews" (v. 36).  My study Bible explains, Jesus is not saying His Kingdom will never 

be on this earth, because it is clear that He does rule as King of Kings and Lord of Lords and 

that "...the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord, as waters cover the sea" (Isaiah 

11:9).  But He is saying His kingdom will not and does not come from out of any world ly 

system or power structures and from no political election resu lts or maneuverings.  It will 

a lso not even be the Church which will be the builder of His kingdom either.  My study 

Bible points out that the Bible teaches clearly, in this age Christ is gathering people to be 

called from out of the world, as the "ekklesia" - the "called-out" ones to be gathered to Him 

and in His name, as said in Acts 15:14.  The call to Christ now is a  call to live IN the world 

but not to be OF it .  H is people remain the salt and light, remaining different from the rest 

and here to tell the Good News to all who will hear His voice.  But when Christ returns, it 

will be He Himself that will establish His kingdom.  Come Lord Jesus!  "Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done…!"             Thanks be to God! 
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†  Ecumenical Thanksgiving Eve Service 
 

T his year St. Paul’s will be hosting Brookfield’s oldest continuing town-

wide ecumenical service on Wednesday, November 21st at 7:30 pm. 

This annual service is coordinated by the Brookfield Ecumenical Clergy 

group.  

The combined choirs of Brookfield churches will contribute special music, 

and worship leaders from the various congregations will lead portions of the 

service.  A time of fellowship and refreshment will 

be offered afterwards. 

We hope you will join us for this historic 

Thanksgiving Eve celebration, which began with a 

Union Thanksgiving Service led by the 

Congregational Church and St. Paul's Episcopal in 

1896.  

An offering will benefit the Emergency Fuel 

Assistance Fund of Brookfield Social Services. 

†  This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

Wed, Nov 21 - 10:00 am - Holy Communion & Healing  (Facebook) 

  7:30 pm - Ecumenical Thanksgiving Service  (Livestream) 

Thu, Nov 22 -  Thanksgiving Day 
  10:00 am - Holy Communion  (Livestream) 
Sat, Nov 24 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 
  7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford 

  9:15 am - PraiseKicks, Crocker Hall 
  10:00 am - PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall 

Sun, Nov 25 - The Last Sunday after Pentecost: Christ the King 
  8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (Livestream) 
  9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 
  10:30 am - Sunday School 
  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion  (Livestream) 

Mon, Nov 26  7:00 pm - Men’s Bible Study, Crocker Hall  (Livestream) 
  7:00 pm - Lessons & Carols Rehearsal 
Tue, Nov 27 - 9:15 am - Tuesday Women’s AM Bib le Study, Guild Room 
  5:45 pm - PraiseKicks, Crocker Hall 
  7:00 pm - Ladies Evening Bib le Study, Guild Room 
  7:15 pm - Boy Scouts Troop #5, Crocker Hall 
Wed, Nov 28 - 10:00 am - Holy Communion & Healing  (Facebook) 

  7:30 pm - Ecumenical Thanksgiving Service  (Livestream) 

Thu, Nov 29 - 7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 

Fri, Nov 30 -  St. Andrew, Apostle 
Sat, Dec   1  - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 
  7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford 
  9:15 am - PraiseKicks, Crocker Hall 
  10:00 am - PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall 

Sun, Dec.   2  - The Twenty-sixth Sunday after Pentecost 
  8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (Livestream) 
  9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 
  9:30 am - Ushers Meeting, Sanctuary 
  10:30 am - Sunday School 
  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion  (Livestream) 

 

https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+21:12&version=NRSVA
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+21:12&version=NRSVA
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
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Milestones - If one member suffers, all suffer together with 

it; if one member is honored, all rejoice together with it.  
1 Corinthians 12:26. 

 

Died, 
November 14, 2018 

 

The Rev. George Hall 

F or approximately six months in 2009-2010, Fr. Hall served at St. Paul’s as a  full-

time supply priest after Fr. Buchanan left and before Fr. Joe was hired.  A burial 

service for Fr. Hall will be held on Saturday, November 24th at Church of the Epiphany in 

Southbury.  Click HERE for information and a link to his obituary. 

†  Lessons and Carols: Save the Date! 

O ur annual Festival of Lessons and Carols will be 

held on Sunday, December 16 at 5:00 pm.  Please 

mark your calendars and plan to attend this beautiful 

Advent service which consists of Scripture readings about 

the birth of Jesus interspersed with the singing of 

traditional carols led by our choir.  What a  truly 

wonderful way to prepare your heart, mind, and voice for 

Christmas! 

 Or better yet, if you like to sing, you are welcome to join our 

special choir for this service. Rehearsals are on the following three 

Mondays from 7-9 pm: Nov 26, Dec 3, Dec 10 and Thursday, Dec 13.  

The only prerequisites are as follows: 1) you like to sing Christmas 

music, and 2) you like to be around people who like to sing Christmas 

music.  No previous participation in the music ministry required!  It may be 

just the thing if you’ve been looking for a  small group to join for Advent!  Please 

contact Kirsten Peterson for more details and to sign up: kirpeterson@comcast.net 

Our weekly 10 am Wednesday service is 

growing.  C
heck it o

ut in person or watch 

the homily each week on Facebook  

https://www.munsonloveterefuneralhome.com/notices/George-Hall
mailto:kirpeterson@comcast.net
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/videos/1609623272472297/
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†  Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study 
 

T he Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study is studying, The Book of Isaiah, weekly on 
Tuesdays at 9:15 am in the Guild Room. 

ISAIAH  His name meant "the Lord is salvation" and this was his 
message for over 40 years.  Through him the Lord pronounced judgment 
on the proud who sought to save themselves.  But through him God also 

comforted the humble with glimpses of a  Prince of Peace and a 
Suffering Servant...a  desert blossoming...the prisoners set free....the 
hungry fed....and the homeless sheltered. 

This will be an 18 week study of amazing discussions and 
enlightenment.  Please join us!!! 

Please join us in study on Tuesday's from 9:15 - 11 am.  For more 
info email Debbi Pomeroy at debbi415@aol.com.  Workbooks are $12. 

mailto:debbi415@aol.com
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Thanks you note 

†  Transforming Saints of God 
 

Thursday, November 22nd  
 

Clive Staples Lewis  
Apologist and Spiritual Writer, 1963 

 

“Y ou must make your choice,” C. S. Lewis wrote in Mere 
Christianity.  “Either this man was, and is, the Son of 

God, or else a  madman or something worse.  You can shut Him up as 
a  fool, you can spit at Him and kill Him as a  demon, or you can fall 
a t His feet and call Him Lord and God.” 

Lewis did not always believe this.  Born in Belfast on November 
29, 1898, Lewis was raised as an Anglican but rejected Christianity 

during h is adolescent years.  After serving in World War I, he started 
a long academic career as a  scholar in medieval and renaissance 
literature at both Oxford and Cambridge.  He also began an inner 
journey that led him from atheism to agnosticism to theism and 
finally to faith in Jesus Christ. 

“Really, a  young Atheist cannot guard his faith too carefully,” he later wrote of his 
conversion to theism in Surprised by Joy.  “Dangers lie in wait for him on every side ... 
Amiable agnostics will ta lk cheerfully about ‘man’s search for God’.  To me, as I then was, 
they might as well have talked about the mouse’s search for the cat. You must picture me all 

alone in that room at Magdalen, night after night, feeling, whenever my mind lifted even for 
a  second from my work, the steady, unrelenting approach of Him whom I so earnestly 
desired not to meet.  That which I greatly feared had at last come upon me.  In the Trinity 
Term of 1929 I gave in, and admitted that God was God, and knelt and prayed: perhaps, that 
night, the most dejected and reluctant convert in all England.”  Two years later, his 
conversion was completed: “I know very well when, but hardly how, the final step was 
taken.  I was driven to Whipsnade one sunny morning.  When we set out, I did not believe 
that Jesus Christ is the Son of God, and when we reached the zoo, I did.” 

Lewis’s conversion inaugurated a wonderful outpouring of Christ ian apologetics in 
media as varied as popular theology, children’s literature, fantasy and science fiction, and 
correspondence on spiritual matters with friends and strangers alike. 

Clive Staples Lewis ("Jack" Lewis to his friends) was a tutor and lecturer at Oxford 
University, and later Professor of Medieval and Renaissance English Literature at 
Cambridge University.  In the judgement of many, he is the most popular and most effective 
explainer and defender of the Christian faith writ ing in English in this century.  He tried to 
make a point of avoiding disputes on matters where Christians disagree, and defending 

those beliefs which they hold in common.  His work was valued by many Christians of 
widely differing backgrounds: Anglican, Baptist, Methodist, Pentecostal, Presyterian, 
Roman Catholic, etc.  

In 1956 Lewis married Joy Davidman, a  recent convert to Christianity.  Her death four 
years later led him to a  transforming encounter with the Mystery of which he had written so 
eloquently before.  Lewis died at his home in Oxford on November 22, 1963.  The 
inscription on his grave reads: “Men must endure their go ing hence”. 

†  Transforming Stewardship 
 

“Jesus answered, ‘My kingdom does not belong to this world.” (John 18:36) 
 

H ow often do we put 
all our time and 

energy into build ing a 
kingdom here on earth, 
forgetting that life here is 
short?  The real kingdom is in 
the next life.  Yet, how much time and energy do we invest in work ing for that eternal 

kingdom? 
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†  Ladies Evening Bible Study 
 

P lease join us for Ladies Evening Bib le Study for 
Advent, beginning Tuesday, November 27th as 

we study, Because of Bethlehem. In this four week 
DVD series, New York Times best-selling author Max 

Lucado explores how the One who made everything 
chose to make himself nothing and come into our 
world. Jesus’ birth gives us the promise that God is 
always near us, always for us and always within us-and 
that we no longer need to have marks on our record. 

Please contact Kathy Whipple or Dori McManus if 
you have any questions.  

To order your workbook you can click on the attached link. 

†  Art in the Christian Tradition 
 

Ecce Homo 
1871 

Antonio Ciseri 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

A ntonio Ciseri was born in Ronco sopra Ascona, Switzerland.  He went to Florence 
in 1833 to study drawing with Ernesto Bonaiuti.  Within a year, by 1834 he was a 

pupil of Niccola and Pietro Benvenuti at the Accademia di Belle Art i in Florence; he was 
later taught by Giuseppe Bezzuoli, who greatly influenced the early part of his career.  In 
1849, he began offering instruction to young painters, and eventually ran a private art 
school.  Among h is earliest students was Silvestro Lega. 

Antonio Ciseri's 1871 Ecce Homo portrayal presents a  semi-photographic view of a  
balcony seen from behind the central figures of a  scourged Christ and Pilate (whose face is 
not visible).  The crowd forms a distant mass, almost without individuality, and much of the 
detailed focus is on the normally secondary figures of Pilate's aides, guards, secretary and 

wife. 
Ciseri's religious paintings are Raphaelesque in their compositional outlines and their 

polished surfaces, but are nearly photographic in effect.  He fulfilled many important 
commissions from churches in Italy and Switzerland. Ciseri also painted a significant 
number of portraits.  He died in Florence on March 8, 1891.  Among his other pupils were 
the painters Oreste Costa, Giuseppe Guzzardi, Alcide Segoni, Andrea Landini, Raffaello 
Sorbi, Niccolò Cannicci, Emanuele Trionfi, Giro lamo Nerli, and Egisto Sarri. 

Bible Study Time & Dates: 
 
Tuesdays starting Nov 27th 
7:00 PM – 8:30 PM 
 
November 27th 

December 4th 
December 11th 
December 18th 

https://www.christianbook.com/because-of-bethlehem-study-guide/max-lucado/9780310687054/pd/687050?item_code=WW&event=CART
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†   King and Kingdom  
 

Dan. 7:9-10, 13-14     Ps. 93     Rev. 1:4b-8     John 18:33-37 

 

P 
ila te asks Jesus directly, “Are you the King of the Jews?”  Jesus, seeming to 
evade, answers with a  question: “Do you ask this on your own, or did others tell 
you about me?”  No question put to Jesus will find an answer if the question is a  

trap.  On his own terms and in the divine freedom of his will, Jesus says, “My kingdom is 
not from this world.”  Thus, he has a  kingdom of which he is the king.  In a  sense, however, 
he is not the king of the Jews; rather, he is not the king merely of the Jews.  He is king over 

everyone who belongs to the truth, which he himself is, and he is king over those who listen 
to his voice.  His k ingsh ip and his kingdom are ever secure, and thus he forswears violence. 
Jesus reigns supreme, high above all nations. (John 18:33-37). 

“In the world you face persecution.  But take courage; I have conquered the 
world” (John 16:33).  In this world we expect trial and hardship, challenge and loss, 
persecution and bitterness of every kind.  We expect to work by the sweat of our brow and 
bear the blessing of life in pain.  We expect this and we face this, but not as those who are 
without hope.  Our help is in the name of the Lord.  Our help and hope reside in heaven, 

where victory and life and healing are assured. 
Consider the Father and the Son and sacred flame of the Spirit in the mystery of heaven.  

“As I watched,” the prophet says, calling the reader and listener to watch and wait and 
wonder at the victory and power of God.  “As I watched, thrones were set in p lace, and an 

Ancient One took his throne, his clothing 
was white as snow, and the hair of his 
head like pure wool; his throne was fiery 
flames, and its wheels were burn ing 

fire” (Dan. 7:9).  Do we see the n ight 
vision?  God Almighty!  God the Ancient 
One!  God forever and ever!  Fiery flames 
and burning wheels! 
 There is a  divine person who stands 
before the throne.  “As I watched in the 
night visions, I saw one like a  human 
being coming with the clouds of heaven.  

And he came to the Ancient One and was 
presented before him” (Dan. 7:13).  In like 
manner, the author of the letter to the 
Hebrews writes, “For Christ did not enter 
a  sanctuary made by human hands, a  mere 
copy of the true one, but he entered into 
heaven itself, now to appear in the 

presence of God on our behalf” (Heb. 9:24).  Jesus is our k ing precisely because of what he 
has done on our behalf.  He has assumed our human nature; he has borne the crushing 

weight of evil and the sediment of guilt accrued over ages.  He loved us and forgave us to 
the end.  He loves us still, forgives us still, and is ever making petition on our behalf.  In 
him, we are secure as the adopted children of God. 

In the midst of life we are in death.  But we may say with equal confidence that in the 
midst of death we are in life forevermore because we are in Jesus Christ.  “Your kingdom 
come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.”  Moment by moment, the kingdom of 
heaven is being established on earth in the hearts the elect.  The kingdom of God is within 
you.  And in the final moment, whenever it may be, a  cry will go out: “Look!  He is coming 

with the clouds; every eye will see him” (Rev. 1:7). 
Jesus Christ is the victorious king.  Press on with hope and confidence. 
 

Look It Up 

Read Ephesians 1:20-23. 
 

Think About It 
God raised him and set him in heaven. 

-from The Living Church, 2018 

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp29_RCL.html#ot2
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp29_RCL.html#ps2
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp29_RCL.html#nt1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp29_RCL.html#gsp1
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians+1%3A20-23&version=NIV
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†  Give Thanks to God  
Always for All Things 

by Steve Hemming 

“Enter into His gates with thanksgiving, and into His courts with praise.  Be thankful to 
Him, and bless His name.  For the Lord is good; His mercy is everlasting, and His truth 

endures to all generations.” 
   Psalm 100:4-5 

 

I 
t is traditional for us to share with one another what we’re grateful for when we 
gather together to celebrate Thanksgiving.  However, because the Lord has blessed 
us abundantly and continues to do so in many ways, it should be part of our inherent 

nature to want to give thanks always for all things to God the Father in the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ (Ephesians 5:20), rather than set aside just one day a year to offer our hearts up 
in gratitude to Him. 

As God’s children, we are called to rejoice always, pray without ceasing, and in 
everything give thanks; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for us (1 Thessalonians 

5:16-18).  Yes, it is God’s will for you and me 
to give thanks to Him for everything!  Why?  
For He is good!  For His mercy endures 
forever (Psalm 107:1).  Therefore, let us 
continually offer the sacrifice of praise to our 
God, that is, the fruit of our lips, giv ing thanks 
to His name (Hebrews 13:15).  Here are five 
examples from the Book of Psalms of how we 
can express our thanks to God with our voices: 

PROCLAIM – “That I may proclaim with 
the voice of thanksgiving, and tell of all Your 
wondrous works.” Psalm 26:7 

PRAISE – “I will give You thanks in the 
great assembly; I will praise You among many people.” Psalm 35:18 

SING – “It is good to give thanks to the Lord, And to sing praises to Your name, O Most 
High” Psalm 92:1 

SHOUT – "Let us come before His presence with thanksgiving; Let us shout joyfully to 
Him with psalms.” Psalm 95:2 

DECLARE – “Let them sacrifice the sacrifices of thanksgiving, and declare His works 
with rejoicing.” Psalm 107:22 

Giv ing earnest thanks to God is 
meant to be a continuous, 24/7 
offering to Him, not just an 
annual recitation every 
Thanksgiving.  Today and every 

day going forward, let us 
determine in our hearts that 
whatever we do in word and 
deed, we will do all things in 
the name of our Lord Jesus, and 
give thanks to God always 
through Him (Colossians 3:17). 
 

 "Amen!  Blessing and 
glory and wisdom, 
thanksgiving and honor 
and power and might, be to 
our God forever and ever.  
Amen.”  Revelation 7:12  
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† Salvation Army Kettles Are Coming December 8th 

S t. Paul’s Parish has 

been an ardent 

participant with the 

Salvation Army for over 25 

years.  Through our town 

wide efforts, every church, 

for one weekend, hosts a  

“Kettle & Bell” to collect 

donations for the Army.  The Social Serv ices Department in our Town, vets 

those who have “critical and urgent needs” that cannot be met through their 

regular funding.  All funds administered are clearly identified as coming 

from the Christian Salvation Army. 
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†  Original Mayflower Compact 
 

T here are more than l60 independent nations in the world.  Whether dictatorships or 
democracies, nearly all have written constitutions, but that of the United States is by 

far the oldest.  This is something we can too 
easily take for granted, but it really marked 
a pivotal turning point in history and the 

way nations came to govern themselves. 
How do you suppose the founding 

fathers ever thought of having a written 
Constitution?  The idea of a  written contract 
between the people and their government 
came from a tiny band of fifty Christians 
called Pilgrims that sailed to America in the 
Mayflower in l620.  The Pilgrims believed 

many of the Church of England's traditions 
were not Bib lical.  Since both King James and the state church persecuted many critics as 
criminals, the Pilgrims became Separatists and fled first to Holland, then to America.  They 
planned to land in Virgin ia, where they had a charter from the King to govern them, but 
Atlantic storms carried them far north to Cape Cod.  Since their charter was not valid in that 
region, they needed a new government. 

And so on November 21, l620, the Pilgrims d rew up and signed the Mayflower 
Compact (which is actually dated the 11th of November because Britain was still using the 

Julian 

calendar).  It 
said: "For the 
glorie of God 
and 
advancement 
of ye 
Christian 
faith, we do... 

...covenant 
and combine 
ourselves 
together into a 

civil body politick...to enact,... and frame... just and equal laws...for the general good of the 
Colonie, unto which we promise all due submission and obedience." 

Several of the men aboard did not sign.  Did they believe the document was illegal? 
The compact was modeled after the church covenant that the Pilgrims had drafted and 

signed in l607 when they had first separated from the English Church and fled to Holland.  
For the next fifty years, the Mayflower compact served the Pilgrims well, and it became an 
important precedent for the idea of a  written American Constitution at the Convention of 
l787. 

†  Thanksgiving Origins 

A gricultural festivals are of great antiquity, and common to many religions.  Among 

the Jews, the three pilgrimage feasts, Passover, 

Pentecost, and Tabernacles, each had agricultural sign ifi-

cance.  Medieval Christianity also developed a number of 

such observances, none of which, however, were incorpo-

rated into the Prayer Book. 

Our own Thanksgiving Day finds its roots in observanc-

es begun by colonists in Massachusetts and Virginia, a  tradi-

tion later taken up and extended to the whole of the new 

American nation by action of the Continental Congress. 
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COFFEE HOUR HOSTS 

 

Nov 25th  8 am - Chris MacMillan  10:30 am - Barbieri’s 
Dec   2nd  8 am - Ann & Dave Allen  10:30 am - Sandy Chadwick 
Dec   9th 8 am - Mary & Chuck Allen 10:30 am - Jack Collins 

Contact Mary Allen at 

203-775-6633 or 

chamla@charter.net. 

O ur Men’s Bible Study is still packing them in weekly on Monday nights; 

averaging more than 20 men weekly!  This time they’re dissecting the Letter of 

Paul to the Colossians.  Join them each Monday night at 7 pm in Crocker Hall.  All the 

studies are available live on Livestream and archived on YouTube. 

†  Men’s Bible Study 

mailto:Hi%20Dave. %20Could%20you%20please%20add%20that%20we%20needs%20Coffee%20Hour%20hCHAMLA@CHARTER.NET
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
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Name Tags - Please be courteous to your fellow parishioners, 
to newcomers, visiting clergy and guests by extending a warm 
welcome to them and by wearing your name tag.  And 
remember to wear them to coffee hour as well. 

We are forming a Safety Committee to make 

sure that as a  parish we are prepared for all 

types of emergencies are our response to them.  

Contact David Szen to get involved. 

†  Our Daily Bread 

T he “Our Daily 

Bread” booklets for 

December, January 

& February are now 

available at the back of 

the church.  Our Daily 

Bread contains a  

scripture verse and 

meditation for each day. 

mailto:dszen@yahoo.com
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†  You Can Help  

T he second Saturday of each month a group from St. Paul’s 

volunteers at the Jericho Food & Clothing Pantry on Spring 

Street in Danbury.  Please consider sign ing up by emailing Laurie 

DoBosh ldobosh@tcco.com.  The pantry is also looking for donations 

of reusable grocery bags and plastic bags for the clients to put their 

food in.  We are also looking for coloring books and crayons for the 

children who come with their parents to the pantry (gently used is 

accepted) and travel size toiletries you usually find at hotels are 

also needed.  Please place donations in Crocker Hall bin marked 

Jericho (left hand brown bin).  

 

J oin Bishops Ian T. Douglas and 

Laura J. Ahrens and Qumri 

Pilgrimages for a  pilgrimage to the 

Holy Land, June 9 - 19, 2019.  Visit 

Jerusalem, Bethlehem, Nazareth, 

Jericho, Sea of Galilee, Emmaus, 

and more.  There is an optional 3-

day extension to Jordan and Petra 

available. More information and 

registration form available here or 

contact David Szen.  

 

ECCT Pilgrimage to the Holy Land with Our Bishops 

mailto:ldobosh@tcco.com
https://www.episcopalct.org/holyland2019/
mailto:dszen@yahoo.com
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The 

Rector’s 

Forum 

 

 

 

T he Rector’s Forum has begun a study entitled “People of the 

Promised Land Part I.” 

People of the Promised Land I covers the united kingdom of Israel, 

from Joshua to Solomon. 

We are studying the books of Joshua, Ruth, 1 and 2 Samuel, 1 Kings 

1-11 and overviews of Psalms and Proverbs. 

The themes of this study are Provision, Holiness, Leadership, and 

Faithfulness. 

In this study we will find… 

God PROMISED to give His people the land . . . and He did! 

God LED His people TO and INTO the land. 

God ESTABLISHED H is people in a  UNIFIED Kingdom in the 

Promised Land. 

 

The Rector's Forum meets every Sunday, starting at 9:30 in the Guild 

Room.  Grab a cup of coffee and join us. 

 

 

 

†  Happy Birthday to You! 
 

L auren Melody & Patricia Brought celebrate Tuesday!  

Have a blessed day everyone! 

 

Take a Hanger 

Fill a Hanger 

We are holding our annual Coat Drive to benefit the various agencies in 

Danbury supported by the Jericho Partnership.  “Take a Hanger” from 

the rack we’ll have at the back of the church this weekend.  Check your 

closets for those unused coats.  And “Fill a Hanger.”  Bring it back to 

St. Paul’s and we’ll get that coat on the back of someone who needs it. 
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Contact Pam Szen for more info. 

A s we come to the end of this church year, and 

look forward to the quiet of Advent and then 

to the wonderful stories of the Gift of our Savior’s 

birth retold, take some time to reflect on how your life 

as a disciple and steward has gone this year.  Pray for 

discernment and guidance to “grow your gratitude” 

and serve God in new ways in the months to come. 
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 When Pilate asked Jesus "Where do you come from?" how did Jesus respond? 

John 19:8-9 NIV  

http://bible.gospelcom.net/bible?passage=John+19:8-9&version=NIV&showfn=yes


20  

 

†  Greeters Needed 
 

Greeting people in a warm way makes them feel 
good about their presence in church. 

At St. Paul’s, we are always looking for people 
who feel called to serve in this important ministry.  
If you are interested in becoming a greeter, please 

contact Pam Szen (prszen@gmail.com) or David 
Szen 

 

†  Come Saturday 

Morning 
 

E ach Saturday 

morning from 7:30 - 

9  our John 21-12 group 

meets at Theo’s Downtown 

Diner in New Milford.  Join 

friends and lively 

theological discussion.  All 

are welcome. 

†  Socks & Toiletries for the Homeless 
 

A s the temperature drops and the seasons change 
remember homeless people are on their feet all 

day, and the only pair of socks they own are very likely 
to be threadbare.  Once again, this year we are collect ing 
socks and toiletries for the men’s homeless shelter 

throughout the winter months.  Place donations in the 
bins in the back of the church or Crocker Hall. 

S t. Paul’s has started a new ministry … in 

Portuguese!  Our own Joe Bernardo 

prepares a timely message that is available on 

our website, our Facebook page and our 

YouTube channel.  You might want to check it out.  

Be sure to “like” it and share it with your Portuguese 

friends. 

mailto:prszen@gmail.com
https://biblehub.com/john/21-12.htm
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/portugues.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/portugues.html
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†  Electronic Giving 

A s a  reminder, Saint Paul’s continues to offer the electronic giv ing option for 

making your regu lar donations.  Contributions can be debited automatically from 

your checking/savings account or your credit/debit card.  Our electronic giv ing program 

offers convenience for you and provides much needed donation consistency for our 

congregation.  There is no cost to you to use this system.  

Also there will be no changes if you choose to still use 

your present method of giving.  The system is simple 

using the following steps below. 

 Sign on to the church website at 

www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com. 

Click on the “Give Now” button at the top left of the 

first page. 

Click on the “Create Profile” button to create your 

unique on line profile . 

After you have created your profile, follow the on line instructions to schedule your 

contribution. 

 If you have any questions, please contact Chuck Allen at 203-775-6633 or 

treasurer@SaintPaulsBrookfield.com. 

†  New Door Access 
 

H ello St. Paul’s family!  As many of you have likely noticed, we have a new keypad 
at the back (glass) door to the church.  This was installed over the summer as part 

of a  new plan to help secure the building.  We want our church building to be a welcoming 
haven for members and visitors, but we also need to ensure the safety and 

well-being of all who enter our building. 
 In order to monitor traffic in and out of the building, we are asking 
everyone to enter through the back door for all church business.  Th is will 
not apply during regular Sunday and Wednesday services where all doors 
will be open to allow for easy access.  All other church business, 
committee meetings or ministry events throughout the rest of the week 
will need to enter the building using the back door. 
 All staff, vestry, and ministry leaders will be given access codes for 

the back door.  If you are included in that group or are a  member that 
requires access to the building outside of scheduled service times, please 
email Patrick at oconnorspatrick@gmail.com to receive an access code. 
 At some point, the locks on all exterior doors will be changed out 
and any existing door keys will no longer work.  If you will need 
building access moving forward, please contact Patrick. 
 If you have any questions or concerns, please don’t hesitate to reach 
out to Patrick or a  member of the vestry. 

†  Pray It Up 
 

N otice the Red and White prayer request cards in the 
pew?  Each Sunday, fill out your request, put it in the 

red bowl on the table on the way to communion.  Then take a 
card from the bowl either right then or after service.  Pray for 
that request for one week.  How comforting to know that your 
request is being prayed for and that you are praying for 
someone else’s!  You might just be praying for the person 

sitting next to you!  Or, if you’d prefer - please send your 
request to St. Paul’s at prayingnow2@gmail.com!   

http://www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com
mailto:treasurer@SaintPaulsBrookfield.com
mailto:oconnorspatrick@gmail.com
mailto:prayingnow2@gmail.com


 23 

 

†  This Sunday’s Readings 
 

True Power 
 

 Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14 

W ith striking imagery this reading presents a scene of judgment in heaven and a 
vision of one like a son of man coming to rule in an everlasting kingdom.  The 

ancient f igure is God, and the one who appears like a human seems to be symbolic of the 
futre people of Israel.  The imagery derives from pre-Israelitic mythology and once was used to 
picture the beginning of a r eign of a new ruler.  Christians later under stood the 
vision to be a pref igurement of Jesus’ exaltation and role in judgment a s the divine 
Son of Man. 

 Psalm 93 
God reigns, the Lord of all creation.  God has established the earth and 

subdued the great waters. 
 Revelation 1:4b-8 
In this lesson the revelation made known to a disciple named John begins with 

a greeting from the everlasting God, from the seven sp irits which worship God, 
and from Jesus Christ, the firstborn from the dead.  Jesus, who continues to love 
his discip les, is praised as the faithful witness whose sacrif ice has formed a royal 
household, a new priestly people to serve God.  Soon he will come, like the one 
foreseen by the prophet Daniel, on the clouds of heaven.  He now rules over all 
earthly kings, and God, the Alpha and Omega, the fir st and the last, is sovereign 
over all. 

 John 18:33-37 
In the gospel, a s his passion draws near, Jesus comes face to face with the 

Roman governor, and seeks to explain the nature of his kingship.  It has been suggested to 
Pilate that Jesus pretends to be some form of politica l ruler.  But Jesus’ kingship does not use 
the force of this world’s weapons.  Pilate then realizes the Jesus’ kingship must be of a 
different order.  
The sovereignty 
of Jesus is found 
in his witness to 
divine truth.  He 
reveals God’s 
purpose and 
character, and 
those who share 
in this truth 
hear his voice. 

†  Pick Up Your Copy Today!  

 Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will 

be available at the back of the church. 

†  Sermon Shorts 
 

D o you what what the difference is between Wish ing 

and Hoping?   To replay all our sermons, audio and 

videos follow this link for the Sunday Sermons.  Check out 

our Sermon Archives as well. 

 

 

John 18:37 

You want the truth? 

Jesus answered, “You 

say that I am a king. For 

this I was born, and for 

this I came into the world, 

to testify to the truth. 

Everyone who belongs 

to the truth listens to my 

voice.”  

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp29_RCL.html#ot2
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp29_RCL.html#ps2
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp29_RCL.html#nt1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp29_RCL.html#gsp1
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermons.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/sermon-archives-2018.html
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†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 

 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 
such a privilege.  The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all 

time.  Please pray for… 
 
.....Brenda Darling, Jean Stauffer, Lorraine 
Estok and other parishioners convalescing in 
extended care facilit ies. 

.....St. Paul’s, Woodbury; St. John the 
Evangelist, Yalesville; Grace Church, Yantic. 
.....Revival a t St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury 
area. 
.....The health and wellbeing of persons 
employed by The Episcopal Church; the 
Presiding Bishop and the President of the House 
of Deputies of The Episcopal Church. 

.....Ginny Beck, Clayton Ferry, Gary Stein, Joe & Barbara Hock, Sue Balla, Rose 
Barrett, Jim Megura, Jay Lawrence, Alex, Teresa Stacchiotti, Mary DeAnzeris, 
Anthony, Paul Kovacs, Denise, Lee Rybos, Sandy Chaleski, Pam Altemus, Stu Terrill, 
Jennifer, Susan, Cathy Schrull, Anja, Rhonda, Katie, Karen and Jenna Lynn Baish 
continued healing. 
.....the people of the Republic of the Philippines; the people of Paraguay; Diocese of 
Karimnagar - (South India) The Rt Revd Reuben Mark; and our sister and brother members 
of the General Conference of the Evangelical Baptist Church, Inc. 
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of ISIS forces.  Pray also 
for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ. 
.....Michael for protection from mortar attacks in Somalia with the UN peacekeeping 
service. 

.....Brookfield Social Serv ices and the families that will receive Thanksgiving Dinner from  
basket collections during the month of November. 
.....Ingersoll Auto of Danbury, a  marketplace supporter of the Jericho Partnership. 
.....Thanksgiving. 
.....That we help build God’s k ingdom on earth, but also invest our gifts in God’s eternal 
kingdom. 
.....Bill Beattie, founder and chairman of the Jericho Partnership, complete healing of 
Multiple Myeloma. 

.....James for strength, courage and spiritual wisdom as he faces some difficult issues  

 

†  This & That & Links 
(Click on pictures or red links for more info) 

 

Links We Like  
 

Things That Make You Think 
 

Back Issues of Sword Points 
 

What is the Truth? 
 

What is the Truth?  Do we 
recognize it when we hear it?  

Pontius Pilate, a  confused leader, 
in a  2000 year old conversation 
(yet strangely relevant today) 

acknowledges his inability to do it 
by himself.  In this touching 

excerpt of "The passion of the 
Christ", the eternal words of Jesus 

echo: "Those who listen to my 
voice, listen to the Truth."  

http://www.stpaulswoodbury.org/
http://www.stjohns-yalesville.org/
http://www.stjohns-yalesville.org/
https://www.gracechurchyantic.org/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Philippines
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paraguay
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/General_Conference_of_the_Evangelical_Baptist_Church,_Inc.
https://www.brookfieldct.gov/social-services/pages/brookfield-food-pantry
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/HolyDays/Thanks_B_RCL.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/links.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/things-that-make-you-think.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/weekly-qsword-pointsq.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/contact-us.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IJffBsSg1kU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IJffBsSg1kU
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Just For the Joy of It! 
(And Christian Fellowship) 

Random Fact of the Week! 
 

Did you know … ... that Jennie Augusta 
Brownscombe (1850–1936), painter of the 
The First Thanksgiving, was a "New Woman" 
painter and considered "one of America 's best 
artists"?  

 

 

†  It Takes An Editorial Board 

Contributors to this Weeks 
Sword Points: 

 

M ary Allen, Susan Balla , Chris 
Barrett, Justin Doty, Steve 

Hemming, Lo is Hunt, Susan Iverson, Fr. Bill 
Loring, Beth Miller, 
Nico le O’Connors, 
Patrick O’Connors, 

Mary Perry, Ken 
Perry, Kirsten 
Peterson, Debbi 
Pomeroy, Joe 
Shepley, Tara 
Shepley, Pam Szen, 
David Szen, Ron 
Switzer, John 

Tuthill, Don 
Winkley. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jennie_Augusta_Brownscombe
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jennie_Augusta_Brownscombe
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Woman
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
https://instagram.com/stpaulsb/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/

