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Dear Friends, 

T his past weekend, twenty-eight men from our St. Paul's Monday evening 
Bible study gathered at Camp Washington, our Diocesan conference center, 

for fellowship, teaching and prayer.  It was a wonderful time of living and active 
faith shared together. 

This past Monday evening we had to add an extra table for the first time, as thirty 
one men showed up to study the Word!  The Holy Spirit is moving among us, 
and it will be exciting to see what comes next. 

Thank you for your prayers as together we seek where God is leading us.  We are 
already discerning when our next weekend shall be, how to put the Word in 
action and what and who God is calling us to be, as one fellowship in one Body.  
As we heard numerous times this past weekend, "The best is yet to come!"  
Indeed, the excitement continues. 

Faithfully, 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com
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†  This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

Thu, Jan 17 - 5:45 pm - PraiseKicks, Crocker Hall 
  7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 
Fri, Jan 18 -  Confession of St. Peter the Apostle 
Sat, Jan 19 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 
  7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford 
  11:00 am - Jean Stauffer Burial Rite 
Sun, Jan 20 -  2nd Sunday after the Epiphany 
  8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (Livestream) 
  9:30 am - Rector’s Forum 
  10:30 am - Sunday School 
  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion  (Livestream) 
Mon, Jan 21 - 7:30 pm - Men’s Bible Study, Crocker Hall  (Livestream) 
Tues, Jan 22 - 9:15 am - Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room 
  5:45 pm - PraiseKicks, Crocker Hall 
  7:00 pm - Boy Scouts Troop #5, Crocker Hall 
Wed, Jan 23 -10:00 am - Holy Communion & Healing  (Facebook) 

Thu, Jan 24 - 7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 
Fri, Jan 25 -  Conversion of St. Paul the Apostle 
Sat, Jan 26 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 
  7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford 
  9:15 am - PraiseKicks, Crocker Hall 
  10:00 am - PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall 
 -11:00 am - St. Paul’s Quilters, Crocker Hall 
Sun, Jan 27 -  3rd Sunday after the Epiphany 
  8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (Livestream) 
  9:00 am - Annual Parish Meeting 
  10:30 am - Sunday School 
  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion  (Livestream) 

This Date in St. Paul's History, 1785 

On January 21, 1785, fifty-five persons residing in the Parish of Newbury (later to be incorporated as 

the Town of Brookfield in 1788), declared themselves to belong to the Episcopal Church.  

Artist John Warner Barber drew this view of the 

village of Brookfield on November 5, 1835.  He is seen 

within the view itself, standing approximately where 

today’s Real Estate office / Old Village Store is, 

looking south toward the Center.  On the extreme 

right is a liberty pole, a vestige of the revolutionary 

period.  The three public buildings, from the right, 

are the Congregational Church, the Episcopal Church 

(with the four windows stood in the triangular island 

of land where route 133 heads down Junction Road) 

and the meeting house with its cupola. 

Entering the town center today on Route 25, the 

essential orientation and some of the buildings from 

Barber’s time remain largely the same.  The prominent rock hill remains to the left.  Our original 

Episcopal church building no longer stands and a Congregational Church with a cornerstone dated 

1857 has replaced the earlier structure.  The town hall has been replaced with a similar building 

erected around 1875 which is now the home of the Brookfield Historical Society.  Three of the five 

structures in Barber’s view on the left hand side have survived. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+21:12&version=NRSVA
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+21:12&version=NRSVA
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
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†   Grace Upon Grace!  

by John Tuthill 
  

“But these are written so that you may believe that 
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, 

and by believing you may have life in His name!” 
  

 -  John 20:31 (Borean Study Bible) 
 

T his Sunday - for one week only! - we jump very abruptly from out of a series of 
Sunday gospel readings in Luke and we land at 

the start of chapter two of John's Gospel (John 2:1-11).  
From among the four (Matthew, Mark, Luke and John) 
this is a favorite gospel book for many people.  One 
reason for this is that John begins by giving the lens with 
which to view all that follows throughout his entire 
book.  He writes beautifully, memorably and poetically 
in a way hearkening without any question all the way 
back to the very beginning of Genesis: "In the beginning 
was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God."  Like a bookend, very near the end of 
the book, John just as succinctly gives his whole 
purpose for having written us his gospel account.  He 
plainly lays out for all what his reason is for writing: 
"...so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the 
Son of God, and by believing you may have life in his 
name."   Thanks be to God! 

 

W hen Jesus turned water into wine at the wedding feast in Cana, it was not at a 
direct or openly expressed request of his blessed mother, Mary.  She had merely 

mentioned the fact to her son, "The have no wine" (verse 2:3).  No more words were added 
to request or even to suggest what to do, but Jesus made no mistake in understanding the 
implied want.  After answering her, "Woman, what does that have to do with us?  My hour 
has not yet come" (v. 4).  He instructs the servants to fill the six large jars of purification 
water up again with water and then to take some to the chief steward for him to sample.  
The steward did not know where the wine had come from (but the servants knew!) and he 
called the bridegroom over to rave about the excellent quality of this wine, "Everyone 

serves the good wine first, and then the inferior wine after the 
guests have become drunk.  But you have kept the good wine until 
now!" (v. 10). 
 John writes that this was the first of Jesus' miraculous signs (v. 
11) so we know that Mary was not asking Jesus to take care of the 
wine problem based on being accustomed to Jesus providing 
miracles throughout His childhood whenever any need would arise.  
No, this was His first one.  Perhaps we can take a tip from Mary in 
the way she approached her Son (her "Savior" as she called Him in 
Luke 1:47).  Maybe there is no need to be presumptuous, but 
instead to simply talk to Jesus and express what He knows already.  
He knows what is BEST for us and what it is exactly that we need - 
even before we ask (Matthew 6:8)!  We are invited through Jesus 
to come to Him boldly at the Throne of Grace (Hebrews 4:16) and 

He promises that we will find there mercy in our time of need.  When we confess our sins, 
John writes in 1 John 1:9, he is faithful and just to forgive us and He cleans us from all our 
own unrighteousness.  Praise God for this "Gospel of Peace" 
(Ephesians 6:15).  Our sin debt (just as the failure of the wine giving out) is fixed - and it is 
re-paid in-full, God seeing us in Jesus' own righteousness (Col. 2:14, Rom. 3:22).  The 
"good wine," indeed.  A "first sign of Moses and of the Law was turning water into blood 
(Exodus 7:20).  And a first sign of "grace upon grace" in Jesus is turning water into the 
sweetest wine. 

 Thanks be to God! 
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COFFEE HOUR HOSTS 

 

Jan 20th 8 am   Dot Crocker   10:30 am   Connie Williams 
Jan 27th     Annual Parish Meeting 
Feb   3rd 8 am   Lois Hunt   10:30 am   Amy Boyce 

Contact Mary Allen at 

203-775-6633 or 

chamla@charter.net. 

O ur Men’s Bible Study recently started a new weekly study 

dissecting verse by verse the Letter of Paul to the Epehsians.  

They meet each Monday night at 7 pm in Crocker Hall and will resume 

on January 7th.  All the studies are available live on Livestream and 

archived on YouTube. 

†  Men’s Bible Study 

Our weekly 10 am Wednesday service is 

growing.  Check it out in person or watch the 

homily each week on Facebook 

mailto:Hi%20Dave. %20Could%20you%20please%20add%20that%20we%20needs%20Coffee%20Hour%20hCHAMLA@CHARTER.NET
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
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†  Annual Meeting On January 27th 
 

N otice is hereby given of the 232nd Annual Parish 

Meeting of Saint Paul’s Church, 174 Whisconier Road, 

Brookfield, Connecticut, on Sunday, January 27th, 2019, in 

Crocker Hall, at 9:00 am.  The Rector will make appointments 

and elections will be held for various Vestry positions.  

Nominations may be made from the floor at the meeting.  

Communicant members of the parish over sixteen years of age 

are eligible to vote at the Annual Parish Meeting. 

There will be the traditional Holy Communion service at 

8:00 am and the Family Holy Communion Service at 10:30 am.  

Sunday School classes will be held at their normal time at 

  

Milestones - If one member suffers, all suffer together with it; 
if one member is honored, all rejoice together with it. 

1 Corinthians 12:26. 
 

Died - Jean Steele Stauffer 
April 19, 1929 - December 31, 2018. 

The Burial Rite for Jean will be held on January 19th at 11 am at St. Paul’s. 

Click here for a link to Jean Stauffer’s obituary. 

†  This Date on the Church Calendar 
 

Thursday, January 18th 

Confession of St. Peter 
 

W hen Simon Bar-Jona confessed, “You are the Christ,” Jesus responded, “You are 
Peter, and on this rock I will build my Church.”  This rough fisherman and his 

brother Andrew were the first disciples called by Jesus.  Peter figures prominently in the 
Gospels, often stumbling, impetuous, intense, and uncouth. 

It was Peter who attempted to walk on the sea, and began to sink; it was Peter who 
impulsively wished to build three tabernacles on the mountain of the Transfiguration; it was 

Peter who, just before the crucifixion, three times denied knowing his Lord. 
 But it was also Peter who, after Pentecost, risked his life to do the 
Lord’s work, speaking boldly of his belief in Jesus.  It was also Peter, the 
Rock, whose strength and courage helped the young Church in its 
questioning about the mission beyond the Jewish community.  Opposed at 
first to the baptism of Gentiles, he had the humility to admit a change of 
heart, and to baptize the Roman centurion Cornelius and his household.  
Even after this, Peter had a continuing struggle with his Jewish 
conservatism; for Paul, writing to the Galatians, rebukes him for giving way 
to the demands of Jewish Christians to dissociate himself from table-
fellowship with Gentiles. 
 Though the New Testament makes no mention of it, the tradition 

connecting  Peter with Rome is early and virtually certain.  According to a legend based 
on that tradition, Peter fled from Rome during the persecution under Nero.  On the Appian 
Way, he met Christ, and asked him, “Domine, quo vadis?” (“Lord, where are you going?”).  
The Lord answered, “I am coming to be crucified again.”  Peter thereupon retraced his steps, 
and was shortly thereafter crucified, head downwards.  “I am not worthy to be crucified as 
my Lord was,” he is supposed to have said. 

As we watch Peter struggle with himself, often stumble, love his Lord and deny him, 
speak rashly and act impetuously, his life reminds us that our Lord did not come to save the 
godly and strong but to save the weak and the sinful.  Simon, an ordinary human being, was 
transformed by the Holy Spirit into the “Rock,” and became the leader of the Church. 

https://www.legacy.com/obituaries/newstimes/obituary.aspx?n=jean-steele-stauffer&pid=191176770&fhid=14080
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†  “It’s Good! 
 

o n Sunday February 3rd we will be 
hosting our 4th annual Super Bowl 

party!  We’re setting up our big 
screen in the Guild Room.  And 
you’re invited.  Men, women, 

children.  It doesn’t matter who you’re 
routing for.  Or even if you like football.  Just 

bring yourself, your favorite appetizer, beverage or snacks.  And 
maybe wear your favorite team shirt.  No cost.  No fuss.  Contact 
Ken Perry, Ron Switzer or Dave Szen if you’re interested so we 
have an idea who’s bringing what.  Weather permitting, a 
pregame tailgate party is a possibility! 

†  Saints of God 
 

Thursday, January 17th 
 

Antony 
Abbot in Egypt, 356 

 

B 
efore the conversion of the Emperor Constantine in 312 AD, back in the days 
when Christianity was still a persecuted 
religion, the act of becoming a Christian 

involved turning one's back on the pursuit of security, of 
fashionable prestige and popularity, of success as the 
term is widely understood.  After the Emperor had 
changed Christianity from a persecuted religion into a 
fashionable one, many earnest Christians felt the need to 
make such a renunciation in the service of Christ, and did 
not see mere Church membership as any longer enough 
to constitute such a renunciation.  Accordingly, many of 
them sought Christian commitment by fleeing from 
society into the desert, and becoming hermits, devoting 
themselves to solitude, fasting, and prayer.  Although this 
trend was much accelerated and reinforced by the 
conversion of Constantine and attendant changes, it had 
already begun earlier.  An outstanding early example is 
Antony of Egypt, often reckoned as the founder of 
Christian monasticism. 

Antony of Egypt, the son of Christian parents, 
inherited a large estate.  On his way to church one day, he found himself meditating on the 
text, "Sell all that you have, and give to the poor, and come follow me."  When he got to 
church, he heard the preacher speaking on that very text.  He took this as a message for him, 
and, having provided for the care of his sister, he gave his land to the tenants who lived on 
it, and gave his other wealth to the poor, and became a hermit, living alone for twenty years, 
praying and reading, and doing manual labor.  In 305, he gave up his solitude to become the 
head of a group of monks, living in a cluster of huts or cells, devoting themselves to 
communal singing and worship, to prayer and study and manual labor under Antony's 
direction.  They did not simply renounce the world, but were diligent in prayer for their 
fellow Christians, worked with their hands to earn money that they might distribute it as 
alms, and preached and gave personal counseling to those who sought them out. 

In 321, Christians in Alexandria were being persecuted by the Emperor Maximinus (the 
rule of Constantine was not yet universal), and Antony visited Alexandria to encourage 
those facing the possibility of martyrdom.  He visited again in 335, when Arianism was 
strong in the city, and converted many, by his preaching and testimony, and by prayer and 
the working of miracles.  His biography was written by Athanasius, who said of him: "Who 
ever met him grieving and failed to go away rejoicing?" 
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†   Many Gifts and the One Gift of Joy  
 

Isaiah 62:1-5 • Psalm. 36:5-10 • 1 Corinthians 12:1-11 • John 2:1-11 
 

 

D 
o not be enticed and led astray to idols that cannot speak.  Rather, be filled with 
the Spirit of God and speak with him by saying in full confidence, “Jesus is 
Lord” (1 Cor. 12:2-3).  Following this confession, a variety of gifts, services, 

and activities are given to each one individually for the common good of the Church (1 Cor. 
12:7).  Though not offering an exhaustive list, St. Paul speaks of wisdom, knowledge, faith, 
healing, miracles, prophecy, discernment, tongues, and interpretation of tongues.  “All these 
are activated by one and the same Spirit” (1 Cor. 12:11). 

Every member of the church lives in Christ, and every member of the church has a gift 
that is the ministration of Christ for both the good of the individual and the building up of 
the whole church.  “In [Christ] the whole structure is joined together and grows into a holy 
temple in the Lord; in whom you also are built together spiritually into a dwelling place for 
God” (Eph. 2:21-22).  Every gift is a 
measure of one essential gift: the same 
Spirit, the same Lord, the same God. 
God is love, so love is given to every 
person, and since love is delight, joy is 
imparted to each and all. 

To be sure, weeping may spend the 
night, exhaust days and years, but in 
the end joy comes, the joy of the risen 
Lord, victory over death and the grave.  
Speaking of love and obedience, Jesus 
speaks also of joy.  “As the Father has 
loved me, so have I loved you; abide 
in my love.  If you keep my 
commandments, you will abide in my 
love, just as I have kept my Father’s 
commandments and abide in his love.  
I have said these things to you so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be 
complete” (John 15:9-11).  This is a message so needed in our distressed time, so needed 
when almost all news about the church in North America is of challenge and decline.  We 
desperately need to drink the cup of joy Christ offers, the joy that he is, deep and full. 

The story of the wedding in Cana of Galilee, at which Jesus transformed water into 
wine, highlights the person, authority, and power of Jesus, and it draws attention to the 
disciples’ resultant belief.  “Jesus did this, the first of his signs, … and revealed his glory; 
and his disciples believed in him” (John 2:11).  Every sign in John’s gospel points to Jesus 
and is a call to faith in him.  This particular sign evokes a new dispensation from the Jewish 
rites of purification to the new wine (new life) that Christ is.  It further suggests elements of 
the messianic banquet referenced often in Scripture.  The one great point of the miracle 
almost universally ignored is that in purely human terms it is unnecessary.  They have run 
out of wine.  Jesus says to his mother, “[W]hat concern is that to you and me?  My hour has 
not yet come” (John 2:4).  No one is blind or deaf or lame or dead. 

“You make grass grow for flock and herds and plant to serve mankind; that they may 
bring forth food from the earth, and wine to gladden our hearts” (Ps. 104:14-15).  Wine 
gladdens the hearts of the wedding guests, of the bride and groom, of everyone who knows 
Christ Jesus the Lord. Jesus wants and gives love and joy.  Be bold to take it.  Take your 
crown of beauty and be the married land of the Lord (Isa. 62:3-4). 

 

Look It Up 
Read Psalm 36:8-9. 
 

Think About It 
Jesus is the river of your delight, the fountain of life, and steadfast love. 

-from The Living Church, 2019 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isa.+62%3A1-5&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps.+36%3A5-10&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Cor.+12%3A1-11&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+2%3A1-11&version=NRSV
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=414583055
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†  Brotherly Love 
by Steve Hemming 

“Be devoted to one another in brotherly love.  Outdo yourselves in honoring one 
another.” 

   Romans  12:10 
 

A 
 good friend of mine, the Reverend Joseph Shepley, invited me to attend their 
men’s retreat this past weekend.  Last Friday night, 28 men gathered at Camp 
Washington in Lakeside, CT, to draw closer to God and to one another. 

The body of St. Paul’s holds a special place in my heart, as it was the first church I 
attended after accepting Jesus Christ as Lord and 
Savior.  I was a member of St. Paul’s from 1985 until 
2002, when I moved to Worcester, MA, to accept a 
position with Worcester Polytechnic Institute (WPI). 

I’ve visited St. Paul’s numerous times since 
leaving CT, and each time I’ve gone back, I’ve always 
been welcomed with open arms.  The retreat was no 
exception, as the men received me with 
lovingkindness.  There were some there I’ve known 
for over 30 years, others who I’ve befriended since 
2002, and some guys I met for the first time at Camp 
Washington. 

The theme of our weekend was “Coming Home to 
the Father,” as we meditated upon the “Prodigal Son” 
passage from Luke 15:11-32.  We encouraged one 
another to go deeper in our personal relationship with 
our Abba Father.  And, as we shared our hearts with 
one another, we put on love and developed a bond of 
perfection the Apostle Paul speaks about in Colossians 3:14. 

All in all, it was a wonderful weekend with great brothers in the Lord!  Thank you, 
mighty men of St. Paul’s!  Special thanks to Joe for the invitation, to Chris for organizing 
the retreat, to Rob for delivering powerful, thought-provoking messages, and to Bill and 
George for the wonderful praise and worship music. 

 

"Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brothers to dwell together in 
unity!”               Psalm 133:1  

Daybreak at Camp Washington – Saturday. January 12th  
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Parish Musician Luncheon 
Sunday, February 17

rd
 from 1-3pm at Trinity Episcopal Church in Torrington 

 

This gathering is for the principal musician of each Episcopal parish in the 
Northwest Region of the Episcopal Church in Connecticut. There are a couple new 
musicians in our community, so we will spend some time getting to know each 
other. Several people have expressed interest and ideas for collaborative musical 
events, so we will be discussing some ideas and hopefully make some plans for 
Spring 2019. 
 

Please share this date with the principal musician in your parish. Email Eliza Marth 
at emarth@epsicopalct.org with questions and you may use this link on Eventbrite 
to register: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/northwest-parish-musician-luncheon-
tickets-53928610927 
 

Are You Interested? 
 
Revival 
Presiding Bishop Michael Curry rocked the 79

th
 General Convention this summer in 

Austin, Texas with a Revival. This is a part of a wider Episcopal Revival movement. 
Are you and your parish interested in this? Could we do a revival in our Northwest 
Region? Click here to read more about Episcopal Revivals across The Episcopal 
Church. Email Eliza at emarth@episcopalct.org if you are interested. 
 

Get Connected 
 

Check out our Northwest Region – The Episcopal Church in 
Connecticut Facebook page! Like us and we will like you – share your 

parish events – find out about Northwest Region events: 
www.facebook.com/NorthwestRegionECCT 

 
Eliza Marth 

Northwest Region Missionary  
emarth@episcopalct.org 860-387-2190 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lay Preaching Continues in the Northwest Region 
Last Lent, a group of 12 lay people from St. John’s Pine Meadow, Trinity Torrington 
and Trinity Limerock gathered under the tutelage of The Rev. Peter Stebinger to 
prepare to be lay preachers. The class wrapped up the Second Sunday of Easter 
and we gathered six months later to reflect on our experiences of being lay 
preachers. It has continued to nurture the theological imagination of the lay 
preachers. One lay preacher said she is, “loving the quest in moving from observer 
to participant in my Christian faith.” Another person spoke about the responsibility of 
preaching, and how it’s encouraged him to ask God for help. The priests who 
gathered said listening to their lay preachers have been a source of renewal, 
challenging them in new ways. 
 
This Epiphany, we will be picking up the Lay Preaching torch again, this time with 
groups from St. Andrew’s Kent and St. John’s New Milford, and a couple of other 
Episcopal Churches. The Rev. Peter Stebinger moved to Minnesota this summer, 
but we will continue to hold the torch by referencing the videos he left behind, 
practicing Dwelling in the Word together and having plenty of in person preaching 
practice time. A huge thanks to Ms. Alexis Dorf a fellow lay preacher from Trinity 
Limerock, The Rev. Roger White from St. Andrew’s in Kent and The Rev. Jack 
Gilpin from St. John’s in New Milford for being co-facilitators of the space and for 

mailto:emarth@epsicopalct.org
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/northwest-parish-musician-luncheon-tickets-53928610927
https://www.episcopalchurch.org/episcopal-revivals
mailto:emarth@episcopalct.org
https://www.facebook.com/NorthwestRegionECCT/
mailto:emarth@episcopalct.org
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†  Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study 

 

T he Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study is studying, The Book of 

Isaiah, weekly on Tuesdays at 9:15 am in the Guild Room. 

ISAIAH  His name meant "the Lord is salvation" and this was his 

message for over 40 years.  Through him the Lord pronounced 

judgment on the proud who sought to save themselves.  But through 

him God also comforted the humble with glimpses of a Prince of 

Peace and a Suffering Servant...a desert blossoming...the prisoners set 

free....the hungry fed....and the homeless sheltered. 
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Concerning The Gospel And Our Glad Response: 

E 
VANGELION (that we call the gospel) is a Greek word; and signifieth good, 
merry, glad and joyful tidings, that maketh a man’s heart glad, and maketh him 
sing, dance, and leap for joy: as when David had killed Goliath the giant, came 

glad tidings unto the Jews, that their fearful and cruel enemy was slain, and were delivered 
out of all danger: for gladness whereof, they sung, danced, and were joyful. 

In like manner is the EVANGELION OF GOD (which we call gospel, and the New 
Testament) joyful tidings; and, as some say, a good hearing published by the apostles 
throughout all the world, of Christ the right David; how that He hath fought with sin, with 
death, and the devil, and overcame them: whereby all men that were in bondage to sin, 
wounded with death, overcome of the devil, are, without their own merits or deservings, 
LOOSED, JUSTIFIED, RESTORED to life and SAVED, brought to LIBERTY and 
RECONCILED unto the favour of God, and set at one with Him again: which tidings as 
many believe laud, praise, and thank God; are glad, sing and dance for joy. 

This EVANGELION or gospel (that is to say, such joyful tidings) is called the New 
Testament; because that as a man, when he shall die, appointeth his goods to be dealt and 
distributed after his death among them which he nameth to be his heirs; even so Christ 
before his death commanded and appointed that such Evangelion, gospel, or tidings should 
be declared throughout all the world, and therewith to give unto all that repent and believe, 
all His GOODS: that is to say, His LIFE, wherewith He swallowed and devoured up death; 
His RIGHTEOUSNESS, wherewith He banished sin; His SALVATION, wherewith He 
overcame damnation.  Now can the wretched man (that knoweth himself to be wrapped in 
sin, and in danger to death and hell) hear no more joyous a thing, than such glad and 
comfortable tidings of Christ; so that he cannot but be glad, and laugh from the low bottom 
of his heart, if he believe that the tidings are true indeed. 

— From William Tyndale’s A Pathway Into The Holy Scriptures, 1525. 

†  Happy Birthday to You! 
 

G eorge Franklin & Ken Mott celebrate today!  Friday is the big 

day for Maria Silva.  Bake a cake for Gianna Capodilupo on 

Sunday.  Erin Williams & Father Crocker will be opening 

presents on Monday.  Renee Castronova will be blowing out 

candles on Tuesday.  Have a blessed day everyone! 

Laughing From The Low Bottom Of Your Heart 
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†  You Can Help  

T he second Saturday of each month a group from St. Paul’s 

volunteers at the Jericho Food & Clothing Pantry on 

Spring Street in Danbury.  Please consider signing up by emailing 

Laurie DoBosh ldobosh@tcco.com.  The pantry is also looking 

for donations of reusable grocery bags and plastic bags for the 

clients to put their food in.  We are also looking for coloring 

books and crayons for the children who come with their parents 

to the pantry (gently used is accepted) and travel size toiletries 

you usually find at hotels are also needed.  Please place 

 

P salm 36 details some of the gifts for which we 
need to be ever grateful:  “How priceless is 

your love, O God!  Your people take refuge under 
the shadow of your wings.  They feast upon the 
abundance of your house; you give them drink 
from the river of your delights.  For with you is the 
well of life, and in your light we see light.  Continue 
your loving kindness to those who know you, and 
your favor to those who are true of heart.”  Lord, 
make us ever true of heart. 

 

mailto:ldobosh@tcco.com


14  

 

†  Art in the Bible 
Marriage at Cana 

1563 
Paolo Veronese 

Musee du Louvre, Paris 
 

A 
 wedding is celebrated in a courtyard surrounded by Dorian and Corinthian 
columns. The setting looks more like Veronese's 16th century Venice than like a 
city in Palestine. According to the gospel of John this is where Jesus performed 

the first of his seven miracles: he changed water into wine when the host ran out of supply. 
Jesus is in the middle, next to his mother Mary. The two figures at the end of the table to 

the left are probably the bride and the groom. On the balustrade in the background meat is 
being cut. If is lamb's meat, it could be a reference to the "Lamb of God", the name John the 
Baptist used for Jesus. 

In the foreground sits a group of musicians. Some think that the man in the white gown 
is Veronese and that the man in red is Titian. Standing between them is an hourglass, 
symbol of vanity. A dog - symbol of loyalty - lies chewing on a bone. 

To the right a man pours wine from a water jug. The two men behind him wonder at the 
water that has become wine. 

Veronese painted this huge canvas commissioned by the monastery of San Giorgio 
Maggiore in Venice. It would hang there in the refectory for more than two centuries, until 
Napoleon robbed it and took it to Paris. 

The work is one of the main attractions in the Louvre: it is in the same room as Mona 
Lisa. During a restoration in 1992 it was damaged twice. First by dripping water, and later 
when one of the supports gave way. Fortunately the holes could be repaired by stitching the 
canvas back together. 
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†  Annual Meeting Brunch 

Please donate a brunch item for the January 27th Annual Meeting 

Brunch/Extended Coffee Hour to be held between the services prior to the 

actual meeting.  Some food suggestions would be a hot egg or breakfast 

dish, bagels with cream cheese, muffins, donuts, cake, cut up fruit or any 

item of your choice.  Please put your name and item donation on the sign 

up sheet that is on the table at the back of the church.  Your donation 

may be left on the table in Crocker Hall the morning of the service.  If 

you have any questions, please call Mary Allen at 203-775-6633.  Thank 

you all in advance for assuring that this year's meeting will be a huge success! 

The 

Rector’s 

Forum 

 

 

 

T he Rector’s Forum has begun a study entitled “People of the 

Promised Land Part I.” 

People of the Promised Land I covers the united kingdom of Israel, 

from Joshua to Solomon. 

We are studying the books of Joshua, Ruth, 1 and 2 Samuel, 1 Kings 

1-11 and overviews of Psalms and Proverbs. 

The themes of this study are Provision, Holiness, Leadership, and 

Faithfulness. 

In this study we will find… 

God PROMISED to give His people the land . . . and He did! 

God LED His people TO and INTO the land. 

God ESTABLISHED His people in a UNIFIED 

Kingdom in the Promised Land. 

 

 

†  Sunday School Is Opening Their Doors! 

O ver the next month or so, the Level 2 and Level 3 

Sunday School classrooms will be opening their doors 

and inviting a different parent to join class each week.  

Families can sign up for the Sunday that works the best for 

them.  They are invited to follow their child to class 

following the children’s sermon, lead or read the opening 

prayer, participate in the class discussion and bring a special 

snack for the class to enjoy!  We hope that this will better 

connect families with their child’s teacher and what they are 

learning in Sunday School each week.  Please look for more 

information coming soon in an email from your child’s 

teacher.  Please email nmoconnors@gmail.com if you have 

any questions. 

 

mailto:nmoconnors@gmail.com
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†  Greeters Needed 
 

Greeting people in a warm way makes them feel 
good about their presence in church. 

At St. Paul’s, we are always looking for people 
who feel called to serve in this important ministry.  
If you are interested in becoming a greeter, please 

contact Pam Szen (prszen@gmail.com) or David 
Szen 

 

†  Come Saturday 
Morning 

 

E ach Saturday 
morning from 7:30 - 

9  our John 21-12 group 
meets at Theo’s Downtown 
Diner in New Milford.  Join 
friends and lively 
theological discussion.  All 
are welcome. 

†  Socks & Toiletries for the Homeless 
 

A s the temperature drops and the seasons change 
remember homeless people are on their feet all 

day, and the only pair of socks they own are very likely 
to be threadbare.  Once again, this year we are collecting 
socks and toiletries for the men’s homeless shelter 
throughout the winter months.  Place donations in the 
bins in the back of the church or Crocker Hall. 

S t. Paul’s has started a new ministry … in 

Portuguese!  Our own Joe Bernardo 

prepares a timely message that is available on 

our website, our Facebook page and our 

YouTube channel.  You might want to check it out.  

Be sure to “like” it and share it with your Portuguese 

friends. 

mailto:prszen@gmail.com
https://biblehub.com/john/21-12.htm
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/portugues.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/portugues.html
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†  This Sunday’s Readings 

 

Water into Wine 
 

 Isaiah 62:1-5 

I n our Hebrew scripture lesson the prophet continues to look forward to the full 
restoration of Jerusalem, hoping that the city may one day be a source of joy, as a 

bride is to her bridegroom.  It is some years after the return from exile, and Jerusalem has 
still not regained her glory.  But the prophet trusts the Lord.  The city will become God’s 
crown.  The land will no longer be known as Forsaken, but will be called Married. 

 Psalm 36:5-10 
This psalm exults in the boundless love of God, saving humans and animals alike. God is 

the fountain of life, and in God’s light we see light. 
 Psalm 36:5-10 
In this reading Paul commends spiritual gifts, but instructs the Corinthians in their proper 

use in the service of Jesus’ lordship.  Spiritual gifts always present dangers as 
well as benefits, and there can even be false spirits.  The Spirit of God will never 
cause one to believe that the earthly, crucified Jesus could be despised, for this 
same Jesus has become the Lord of the church.  It is also important to recognize 
that there are many different gifts of the one Spirit.  All are to be used for the 
common good. 

 John 2:1-11 
 Our gospel is the story of the 
changing of water into wine 
during a wedding feast at Cana in 
Galilee.  The evangelist enriches 
the narrative with deep 
symbolism.  As the first of Jesus’ 
many signs, this points forward to 
his hour of greatest glory, when all 
things will be transformed by his death and 
resurrection.  The best wine will be saved 
until the last and will be given in astonishing 
abundance. 

†  Pick Up Your Copy Today!  

 Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will 

be available at the back of the church. 

†  Sermon Shorts 
 

“N ew Beginnings"  To replay all our 
sermons, audio and videos follow 

this link for the Sunday Sermons.  Check out 
our Sermon Archives as well. 

 

 

John 2:1-11 

But since this is a sign 

and not a miracle, the 

point is not, "Wow!  

HOW did that happen?"  

The point is, "Wow!  

WHO did that?"  

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Epiphany/CEpi2_RCL.html#Ot1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Epiphany/CEpi2_RCL.html#Ps1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Epiphany/CEpi2_RCL.html#Ps1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Epiphany/CEpi2_RCL.html#Gsp1
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermons.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/sermon-archives-2018.html
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†  Pray It Up 
 

N otice the Red and White prayer request cards in the 
pew?  Each Sunday, fill out your request, put it in the 

red bowl on the table on the way to communion.  Then take a 
card from the bowl either right then or after service.  Pray for 
that request for one week.  How comforting to know that your 
request is being prayed for and that you are praying for 
someone else’s!  You might just be praying for the person 
sitting next to you!  Or, if you’d prefer - please send your 

request to St. Paul’s at prayingnow2@gmail.com!   

†  Electronic Giving 

A s a reminder, Saint Paul’s continues to offer the electronic giving option for 

making your regular donations.  Contributions can be debited automatically from 

your checking/savings account or your credit/debit card.  Our electronic giving program 

offers convenience for you and provides much needed donation consistency for our 

congregation.  There is no cost to you to use this system.  Also there will be no changes if 

you choose to still use your present method of giving.  The system is simple using the 

following steps below. 

Sign on to the church website at www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com.  Click on the “Give 

Now” button at the top left of the first page.  Click on the “Create Profile” button to create 

your unique on line profile.  After you have created your profile, follow the on line 

instructions to schedule your contribution. 

If you have any questions, please contact Chuck Allen at 203-775-6633 or 

treasurer@SaintPaulsBrookfield.com. 

†  Transforming Stewardship 
 

“To each individual the manifestation of the Spirit is given for 
some benefit.” 

(1 Corinthians 12:7) 
 

S t. Paul tells us that God has blessed each of us for a reason.  
How has God blessed you?  Are you using your gifts 

according to God’s plan; helping to do His work here on earth?  
Remember that if you don’t do the work God planned for you, 
no one else can do it.  

 

mailto:prayingnow2@gmail.com
http://www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com
mailto:treasurer@SaintPaulsBrookfield.com
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†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 

 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 
such a privilege.  The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all 

time.  Please pray for… 
 
.....Brenda Darling, Lorraine Estok and other parishioners 
convalescing in extended care facilities. 
.....All ecumenical and interfaith endeavors involving our 
congregations and people; for peace and peacemakers. 
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area. 
.....Ginny Beck, Clayton Ferry, Gary Stein, Joe & Barbara Hock, 
Sue Balla, Rose Barrett, Jim Megura, Jay Lawrence, Alex, Teresa 
Stacchiotti, Mary DeAnzeris, Anthony, Paul Kovacs, Denise, Lee 
Rybos, Sandy Chaleski, Pam Altemus, Stu Terrill, Jennifer, 
Susan, Cathy Schrull, Bill Schrull, Anja, Krista & family, Katie, 
Karen and Jenna Lynn Baish continued healing. 
.....the people of the Republic of Vanuatu; the people of Peru; Diocese of Spokane (The 
Episcopal Church) The Rt Revd Gretchen Rehberg (Diocesan Bishop); and our sister and 
brother members of the Anglican Church of Australia  
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of ISIS forces.  Pray also 
for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ. 
.....Michael for protection from mortar attacks in Somalia with the UN peacekeeping 
service. 
.....Faith Food Pantry, Newtown, which is the recipient of our food basket collections for  
the month of January. 
.....Scalzo Group Real Estate Service. Bethel, a marketplace supporter of the Jericho 
Partnership. 
.....Schools and Colleges. 
.....That we open our hearts and allow the Holy Spirit to work through us the way God 
intended.. 
.....Bill Beattie, founder and chairman of the Jericho Partnership, complete healing of 
Multiple Myeloma. 
.....James for strength, courage and spiritual wisdom as he faces some difficult issues. 
.....Jay Trott’s mother Betty currently at Candlewood Valley Rehab with a pulmonary 
embolism and is not eating, drinking or moving much.  She is 98 years old and needs 
prayers for comfort and peace.  

 

†  This & That & Links 
(Click on pictures or red links for more info) 

 

Links We Like 
 

Things That Make You Think 
 

Back Issues of Sword Points 
 

The Wedding at Cana 
Jesus first Miracle 

 
The Wedding at Cana 

where Jesus performed his 
first public miracle took 
place where it is today 
Kafar Kanna and it is 
located in the Galilee, 

about 5.3 miles north east 
to the city of Nazareth. .  

Scalzo vid 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vanuatu
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peru
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anglican_Church_of_Australia
http://www.newtownfoodpantry.org/
http://www.missionstclare.com/english/prayers/31.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/links.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/things-that-make-you-think.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/weekly-qsword-pointsq.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/contact-us.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7o7-j2uVsNk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7o7-j2uVsNk
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Random Fact of the Week! 

 

Did you know … that the original 

settlers of Danbury, in recognition of the 

wetlands in the area, the settlers chose 

the name Swampfield for their town?  In 

October 1687, the Connecticut General 

Court thought better and decreed the 

name Danbury. 

 
 

 

Just For the Joy of It! 
(And Christian Fellowship) 

†  It Takes An Editorial Board 
Contributors to this Weeks 

Sword Points: 
 

M ary Allen, Susan Balla, Chris 
Barrett, Justin Doty, Steve 

Hemming, Lois Hunt, Susan Iverson, Fr. Bill 
Loring, Beth Miller, Nicole O’Connors, 

Patrick O’Connors, 
Mary Perry, Ken 
Perry, Kirsten 
Peterson, Debbi 
Pomeroy, Joe 
Shepley, Tara 
Shepley, Helen 
Sheridan, Pam Szen, 
David Szen, Ron 
Switzer, John 
Tuthill, Don 
Winkley. 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Danbury,_Connecticut
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
https://instagram.com/stpaulsb/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/

