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Ten Years Together! 
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So, What’s Next? 

 

I thank my God every time I remember you. In all my prayers for all of you, I always 

pray with joy because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now. 

Philippians 1:3-5 
 

Dear Family of St. Paul's, 
 

T 
hank you so much for the wonderful turnout Saturday evening as we celebrated 

ten years together.  The preparation, the food, the tributes and the beautiful quilt 

were deeply touching and a reminder of how much we love one another, what 

holy work we have been a part of, and the excitement of our shared future together in God's 

grace.  And we have learned something: who knew we could fit 130 people comfortably in 

our renovated Crocker Hall?! 

So what's next?  We will keep the main thing the main thing, preaching the Word, 

celebrating the Sacraments and caring for one another with a heart for outreach.  And we 

will be adding some new programs this fall and into the new year beyond what we are 

already doing. 

Stay tuned for what the Spirit will do next as we joyously proclaim that the best is yet to 

come.  Again, thank you for your love, and know that being your servant leader is the 

privilege of my life. 

Faithfully, 

†  This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

Thu, Sept 19  5:45 pm - PraiseKicks, Crocker Hall 
  7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 
Sat, Sept 21 -    St. Matthew 
 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 
  7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford 
  9:15 am - PraiseKicks, Crocker Hall 
  10:00 am - PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall 
Sun, Sept 22 -  Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
  8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 
  9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 
  10:30 am - Sunday School 
  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 
Mon, Sept 23 - 7:00 pm - Men’s Bible Study, Crocker Hall  (YouTube Live) 
Tue, Sept 24 - 9:15 am - Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room 
  5:45 pm - PraiseKicks, Crocker Hall 
  7:15 pm - Boy Scouts Troop #5, Crocker Hall 
Wed, Sept 25 - 9:15 am - Playgroup, Kids Kingdom, Brookfield Town Hall 
  10:00 am - Holy Communion & Healing 
  5:30 pm - PraiseWalks, Still River Greenway 
Thu, Sept 26 - 5:45 pm - PraiseKicks, Crocker Hall 
  7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 
Sat, Sept 28 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 
  7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford 
  9:15 am - PraiseKicks, Crocker Hall 
  10:00 am - PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall 
Sun, Sept 29 -  Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
  8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 
  9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 
  10:30 am - Sunday School 
  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+21:12&version=NRSVA
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+21:12&version=NRSVA
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
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†  Security for Eternity   

by John Tuthill 
 

“And I tell you, make friends for yourselves by means of unrighteous 

wealth, so that when it fails they may receive you into the eternal 

dwellings.” - Jesus 
- Luke 16:9 (ESV) 

 

W 
ait - are we now being told: you CAN take it with you???  The gospel reading 
we'll be hearing this Sunday seems to say that we can - in a way.  The reading 
will be from Luke 16:1-13, a parable story told by Jesus.  All of the parables 

are told by Jesus in the New Testament.  This story lesson is sometimes called the "Shrewd 
Manager" or the "Unjust Steward."  The author, Luke, identifies at the beginning who it is 
that Jesus is speaking to, his disciple followers.  It may be only the Twelve or possibly 
many more of them (see Luke 10:1).  But just beyond the point of what will be read this 
Sunday, the passage says that the religious leaders who were following Jesus around to 
object and eventually have Him killed also were apparently there to hear it.  Luke records 
that just as Jesus finishes, the religious leaders, "...heard all of these things and ridiculed" 
Him for it.  There are forty parables told by Jesus, but this one in particular is more 
confusing if not just as shocking as the other 39.  The story itself seems simple and straight-
forward enough to understand, but unlike any other parable, there seems to be a definite lack 
of even one single character who qualifies as any type of "hero" figure.  In every other 
parable, there is at least one character seeming to represent either God the Father, God the 
Son, or, some person to strive to be more like in some way.  Not so in this one!  
Unanimously, every person in it turns out to be shrewd in twisted and self-serving ways.  In 
other words, this is a true-to-life parable story which matches up with the way the word has 
always really worked day by day.  Here's the shocker: at the end Jesus seems to actually 
commend the crooked manager in the story.  Heck, Jesus even seems to teach that disciples 
ought to aspire to be at least as dishonestly slick as the shrewd manager in the story.  This is 
a difficult one, indeed.  But the pay-off is profitable to ponder. 

The story begins with a man who has such vast wealth that he must hire a manager to 
keep track of it all.  One day, the rich man receives a report that his hired manager is so 
unskilled and inept that he has to be fired and thrown off of the estate to prevent any further 
losses.  The owner seemed not to realize the dishonesty of the manager, but only seems to 
be aware of his incompetence.  So, for some very strange reason the rich man keeps the 
manager on for a short time longer, just to get him to make a report of all of his own 
mistakes before being thrown out into the streets in disgrace.  The shrewd steward goes into 
a panic realizing that he will very soon be suddenly out of a job.  He very quickly begins 

making some dirty deals with 
each his master's debtors in 
exchange for them all to return 
the favor when he is thrown 
out.  Just as quickly as the man 
can offer drastically reduced 
payments on enormous debts 
owed to his master, the debtors 
respond in great haste also, not 
wanting to question or to risk 
missing out on such an 
excellent and completely 
unexpected offer of terms.  
When the master hears what's 
been done behind his back, he 
actually immediately praises the 
wicked servant for what's been 
done and seems to decide to 

(Continued on page 5) 



 5 

 

 

An Open invitation 

Deacon Tara Shepley has begun her new ministry at St. 

George’s Church In Middlebury.  

 

She welcomes us to visit on any Sunday. 

Bible Study 8:30 am 

Worship 9:30 am 

St. George’s Church 

Tucker Hill Rd., Middlebury 

†  Transforming Stewardship 
 

“No servant can serve two masters.  He will 

hate one and love the other, or be devoted to one 

and despise the other.  You cannot serve God 

and mammon (wealth).”    Luke 16:13 
 

I s money a “god” that you put before God?  

Giving money to support the Church and 

other charity is a pillar of our Faith, just like 

attending services every Sunday and 

participating in parish ministry.  Giving money 

frees us from being a slave to money and 

increases our dependence on God and to trust 

that He will provide all that we need. 

 

 

keep such a clever (but dishonest and also neglectful) 
employee on the pay-roll.  Perhaps this was due to the 
deals making the rich man appear to be the generous 
one.  Or, perhaps the shrewd manager was giving up his 
own commission to reduce the debts and earn back his 
master's good graces by collecting them all.  Either way, 
this very confusing text simply does not give up those 
details, and, after all, it is only a parable story.  The 
lesson Jesus seems to be telling to believers both then 
and now is that we are not owners but only short-time 
keepers of what the Lord has made and lets us use.  
Even as hard-earned as every dollar is, the Bible is clear 
throughout that the Lord made it all and it all remains 
the Lord's (see Haggai 2:8, 1 Chron. 29:12, Psalm 
104:24, etc.).  But what an odd thing Jesus concludes 
with in verse 16:9: "by means of unrighteous wealth, 
when it fails, they..." (your eternal friends) "...will 
receive you into the eternal dwellings."  It seems that Jesus is saying, invest!  Invest 
whatever amount (v. 11-12) that you have gained, but which actually belongs to God.  Put 
what wealth is beyond your basic needs to devote that to the spreading of His Good News, 
the Gospel.  The pay-off will be the salvation of sinners, such as we all are/were apart from 
Jesus and the price He paid on the cross.  The result will be our "friends" will be eternal 
thanks to that investment.  Imagine, that warm welcome there at the edge of heaven, 
arriving by power of the faithfully shared Gospel, spread by the use of our worldly wealth 
we had only for a short while anyway.  How good God is!  He's provided us this way to take 
it with us, after all.                 Thanks be to God! 

(Continued from page 4) Security for Eternity 
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†  Saving Calculation  
 

Jeremiah 8:18-9:1  •  Psalm 79:1-9  •  1 Timothy 2:1-7  •  Luke 16:1-13  
 

“T here was a rich man who had a manager, and charges were brought to him that 
this man was squandering his property” (Lk. 16:1-13).  The manager was 

summoned, questioned regarding the unfavorable report, asked to give an account of all his 
dealings, and then told he would no longer be manager.  His prospects were grim. 

The manager thought, “What will I do, now that my master is taking my position away 
from me?  I am not strong enough to dig, and I am ashamed to beg” (Lk. 16:3).  The 
manager then made plans.  Summoning his master’s debtors, the manager removed his 
commission from their bond.  Effectively, he left intact the debt owed to the master, and 
thereby did not cut into the master’s profit.  Canceling only his own commission, he hoped 
to ingratiate himself with the master’s debtors “so that, when I am dismissed as manager, 
people may welcome me into their homes” (Lk. 14:4). 

This is not, to be sure, a flawless reconstruction.  The important point is this: “His master 
commended the dishonest manager because he had acted shrewdly; for the children of this 
age are more shrewd in dealing with their own generation than are the children of light” (Lk. 
16:8).  Let the children of light secure their future with a careful assessment of the times and 
set forth a plan!  This will require the use of dishonest wealth (perhaps all wealth in a fallen 
world?) and interactions among varied persons to establish alliances and friendships.  The 
work will not always be easy, nor will every plan feel “pure.”  The children of light must be 
shrewd in dealing with the children of this age.  Indeed, the children of light are themselves, 
in some measure, children of their time.  It is a matter of calling upon one’s New Self in 
Christ for higher and more noble work, and remaining flexible in laying out a plan in this 
fallen world. 

Plan for the future!  Start 
here!  “I urge that supplications, 
prayers, intercessions, and 
thanksgivings should be made for 
everyone, for kings and all who 
are in high positions, so that we 
may lead a quiet and peaceable 
life in all godliness and 
dignity” (I Tim. 2:1-2).  
Supporting the authorities by our 
prayers, we may be allowed to 
live peaceably, and bear witness 
to our Savior, “who desires everyone to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the 
truth” (I Tim. 2:4).  This plan, suitable for most times, may need augmentation in other 
times.  The plan must be revised as circumstances change.  Christian witness in society will 
change and it should change with shrewd, albeit loving, calculation. 

We are to pray for the world and work in the world with intelligence.  Additionally, we 
might add to our plan a program of praise, a lifting up of our heart to God, regularly and 
systematically.  Praise is a special witness to our new life as children of the risen Lord.  
“Hallelujah!  Give praise, you servants of the Lord; praise the name of the Lord.  Let the 
name of the Lord be blessed, from this time forth and for ever more” (Ps. 113:1-2).  Even 
this plan must be adapted as necessary.  Seven times a day or seven million times a day, 
“From the rising of the sun to its going down let the name of the Lord be praised” (Ps. 
113:3).  The ceaseless prayer of the heart is a prudent plan. 

Be in the world for Christ with all the resources of discernment and intelligence.  Test 
everything.  Praise God with a willing heart.  Do not be outdone by the shrewdness of the 
children of this age.  Be wise as serpents and tender as doves. 
 
Look It Up 
Read Luke 16:8. 
 

Think About It  
Assess, plan, and adapt.         - from The Living Church, 2019 

https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp20_RCL.html#ot1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp20_RCL.html#ps1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp20_RCL.html#nt1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp20_RCL.html#gsp1
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=435854312
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“D o not be anxious about earthly 

things, but love things 

heavenly,” so that even in our daily lives, 

when all around us things may continue to 

change, create problems and worries, or 

even fade away, we can, with faith, put our 

trust in God and those things He promises 

us shall endure forever. 
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†  Introducing PraiseWalks 
 

E very Wednesday night at 5:30 pm and on nights when PraiseKicks does not 

meet we’ll meet, we will do a walk on the Still River Greenway.  We'll 

meet at the north end of the Greenway, 

plenty of parking at the former Hearth 

Restaurant.  This is very low impact exercise 

and everyone can go at their own pace, run, 

walk, whatever.  Since this is a walk, bring a 

friend, kids, neighbors, whoever.  Our goal 

will be to meet back at our cars by 6:45 pm. 

 E-mail dszen@yahoo.com for more info. 

mailto:dszen@yahoo.com
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The Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study  

T he Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study has begun 

studying, MINOR PROPHETS 1, on Tuesdays, 

at 9:15 am in the Guild Room. 

The Old Testament books of Hosea, Joel, Amos, 

Obadiah, Jonah, and Micah are known collectively as 

part of the Minor Prophets, but there is nothing "minor" 

about the lessons they teach about God or their 

potential impact on your life.  If you want to let the 

Bible change your life, this study is an ideal tool for 

digging deeper.  Explore the lives and times of these 

prophets and discover their important teachings so that 

you will come to know God in a new and life-

transforming way. 

Please join us in study on Tuesday's from 9:15 -11 

am.  For more info, email Debbi Pomeroy at 

debbi415@aol.com.  Workbooks are $12. 

mailto:debbi415@aol.com
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†  Get Busy Living  
by Steve Hemming 

 

“I call heaven and earth as witnesses today against you, that I have set before you life 
and death, blessing and cursing; therefore choose life, that both you and your descendants 
may live.”   Deuteronomy 30:19 

 

Are you satisfied with your life and the direction that it’s going?  Or, do you feel 
discouraged, and uncertain where you’re headed? 

Because of their rebellion, fear, and grumbling, what should have taken them a matter of 
days1, the Israelites wandered aimlessly for forty years until they reached the Jordan River, 
and whereby crossing over, they finally entered the land the Lord had promised them, a land 
flowing with milk and honey2. 

Without allowing God to lead the way, we can be sure we’ll proceed in the wrong 
direction.  Jesus our Lord, the light of the world, assures us that if we follow Him, we will 
not walk in darkness, but have the light of life3.  Jesus also cautions that he who walks in 
darkness does not know where he is going4. 

 Jesus came 
that we may 
have life, and 
that we may 
have it more 
abundantly5.  
God desires to 
bless us, but 
nonetheless 
gives us the 
choice; life, 
which 
encompasses 
loving the Lord, 
following Him, 
and keeping His 
commandments, 
or death, which 
results from 
turning our 
hearts away 
from Him, not 
listening to His 
voice, and being 
drawn away to 
worship and 

serve worthless idols6. 
So, it basically comes down to a simple, yet, crucial decision that God leaves in each of 

our hands.  Do you want to live?  Or, do you want to die?  These questions may seem 
drastic or startling for me to pose.  But my intent is to prompt you to consider your current 
mindset, and redirect it towards the light that is Jesus, if need be.  For the Word tells us that 
what we think about ourselves in our hearts, that is what we are7. 

There is a powerful quote spoken by the main character Andy Dufresne in the movie, 
“The Shawshank Redemption,” that adeptly addresses the option of life or death that God 
offers us; “It all comes down to a simple choice really.  Get busy living, or get busy dying.” 

The choice is obvious.  Therefore choose life, and get busy living! 
 

“I shall not die, but live, and declare the works of the Lord.”  Psalm 118:17 
 

1  Deuteronomy 1:2  
2  Exodus 3:17 
3  John 8:12 

4  John 12:35 
5  John 10:10 
6  Deuteronomy 4:15-17 

7  Proverbs 23:7 

https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=435870740
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=435870800
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=435870829
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=435870861
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=435870897
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=435871134
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=435871188
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†  New St. Paul’s Playgroup Has 

Formed! 

You Are Invited! 

Every Wednesday at 9:15 am 

Place: Kids Kingdom Playground 
  100 Pocono Rd., Brookfield 
  (Municipal park with the 3 big horses) 
 
Ages:  Preschool with parent/adult 
 
Days:  Wednesdays 
Time: from 9:15-10:45 
 
 Come, make new friends and enjoy the 
beautiful outdoors!  A free ministry of St. 
Paul’s Church Brookfield.  Friends welcome 
too. 
 
 Join the group on our Facebook Page: 
St. Paul’s Brookfield Church Playgroup 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/301527664071604/
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Hyena Den 

 

 

†  This Date on the Church Calendar 
 

Wednesday, September 21st 

St. Matthew 
Apostle & Evangelist 

 

O 
ne day Jesus was walking and saw a tax 
collector named Matthew sitting at a tax-
collection post, and said to him, "Follow 

me."  And Matthew stood up and followed Him, and 
became one of His twelve apostles. 

Tax collectors in those days were social outcasts.  
Devout Jews avoided them because they were usually 
dishonest (the job carried no salary, and they were 
expected to make their profits by cheating the people 
from whom they collected taxes).  Patriotic and 
nationalistic Jews hated them because they were 
agents of the Roman government, the conquerors, 
and hated them with a double hatred if (like 
Matthew) they were Jews, because they had gone 
over to the enemy, had betrayed their own people for 
money.  Thus, throughout the Gospels, we find tax 
collectors (publicans) mentioned as a standard type 
of sinful and despised outcast.  Matthew brought 
many of his former associates to meet Jesus, and 
social outcasts in general were shown that the love of Jesus extended even to them. 

(Jesus numbered among his disciples persons of widely different backgrounds. They 
included not only Matthew, a former agent of the Roman government, but Simon the Zealot 
(not to be confused with Simon Peter).  Josephus tells us that the Zealots were fanatical 
nationalists, determined to drive out the Romans by guerrilla tactics, ambushes, 
assassinations, terrorist methods, or whatever worked.  Their motto was, "No king but 
Messiah, no tax but the Temple, no friend but the Zealot."  It is not clear that Simon was, or 
had been, a member of the group that Josephus describes, but it seems clear that he would 
have regarded himself as at the opposite end of the political spectrum from Matthew.) 

The name "Matthew" means "gift of the LORD."  Mark and Luke, in the story of his 
calling, name him "Levi."  Perhaps this was his original name, and he received a new name 
from Jesus when he became a disciple.  (It has also been suggested that he was simply a 
member of the tribe of Levi.) 

Of Matthew's life after Pentecost the Scriptures tell us nothing.  Later accounts of his 
life vary, some reporting that he was martyred, others that he died a natural death.  The 
Christian community since early times has commemorated him as a martyr. 

Whether the Apostle Matthew is also the Evangelist Matthew -- that is, whether the 
Apostle Matthew wrote the Gospel that bears his name -- is disputed.  The Gospel itself 
does not say who wrote it, but the designation "according to Matthew" is very old. 

In favor of his authorship it may be noted that (1) while Mark and Luke give the fourth 
pair of Apostles as "Matthew and Thomas," the Gospel of Matthew gives them as "Thomas 
and Matthew"; and (2) while Luke 5:29 explicitly states, and Mark 2:15 suggests, that 
Matthew gave a banquet for Jesus, Matthew 9:10 in describing the same banquet does not 
indicate who the host was.  Both of these variations would be routine touches of modesty if 
Matthew was the author. 

On the other hand, the gospel (1) does not have the manner of an eyewitness, and (2) is 
thought by many scholars to contain material borrowed from Mark, whereas one would not 
expect someone who had been an eyewitness to borrow from someone who had not. (Note: 
The view that Mark is an older Gospel than Matthew is widespread and not long ago many 
scholars regarded the matter as settled.  However, there is respectable opinion holding that 
Matthew is the earliest Gospel after all.  See, for example, the comments in the Matthew 
volume of The Anchor Bible.) 

(Continued on page 13) 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Publican
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Publican
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jews
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roman_Empire
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gospels
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Simon_the_Zealot
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Simon_Peter
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Josephus
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Guerrilla_tactics
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Messiah
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Temple_Mount
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saint_Luke
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tribe_of_Levi
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pentecost
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christian_biblical_canons
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gospel_of_Matthew
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Apostles
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thomas_the_Apostle
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gospel_of_Mark
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anchor_Bible_Series
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†  Art in the Christian Tradition 

“Generosity” 
1771 

Christopher Smart, 1722-1771. 
  

"H ymns for the Amusement of Children (1771) was the final work completed by 
Christopher Smart.  It was completed while Smart was imprisoned for 

outstanding debt at the King's Bench Prison, and the work is his final exploration of 
religion.  Although Smart spent a large portion of his life in and out of debt, he was unable 
to survive his time in the prison and died soon after completing the Hymns.  Smart's Hymns 
are one of the first works of 
hymns dedicated to children, 
and they are intended to teach 
Christian virtues.  Unlike some 
of the other works produced by 
Smart after his release from a 
mental asylum, such as A Song 
to David or Hymns and 
Spiritual Songs, this work was 
a success and went into many 
immediate editions.  Part of the 
success of this work lies in the 
simplicity and accessibility of 
the text.  However, Smart died 
before he ever saw the 
proceeds of the work and never 
learned of the book's success." 
-- [from Wikipedia]  

 

Perhaps the Gospel was written by some early Christian, not an apostle, whose name 
was Matthew, and about whom nothing else is known.  Early Christian readers, hearing the 
Gospel ascribed to "Matthew," would naturally associate it with the Apostle of that name, 
and so the ascribing of the work to the Apostle Matthew becomes common at an early date, 
by a perfectly natural misunderstanding. 

Papias of Hierapolis, writing in the late first or early second century, says that Matthew 
compiled the sayings (Logia) of Jesus in Hebrew.  Now the material common to Matthew 
and Luke, but not to Mark, includes sayings of Jesus but almost no narrative.  It has 
therefore been conjectured that there was once a document (usually called Q), now lost, that 
is basically a collection of speeches by Jesus, and that Matthew (the evangelist) and Luke, 

had access to it while Mark did not.  It has been suggested that 
Matthew (the apostle) is the author of this document Q, which 
may well have been first written in Hebrew (or Aramaic). 
 The Scripture readings associated with the day bear the 
themes of Matthew as a Gospel-writer (hence readings that speak 
of the Scriptures), Matthew as an Apostle, and Matthew as a 
sinner called by God's grace. 

written by James Kiefer 

(Continued from page 12) St. Matthew 

S t. Paul’s has started a new ministry … in 

Portuguese!  Our own Joe Bernardo 

prepares a timely message that is available on 

our website, our Facebook page and our 

YouTube channel.  You might want to check it out.  Be 

sure to “like” it and share it with your Portuguese 

friends. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christian
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Papias_of_Hierapolis
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hebrew_language
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Document_Q
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aramaic
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/portugues.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/portugues.html
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†  Mission Crosses 
 

“Transforming Lives Through Jesus Christ” one mission cross at a time. 

If you would like to share your mission cross story give it to Fr. Joe or send it 

to stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com. 

†  Pray It Up 
 

N otice the Red and White prayer request cards in the 
pew?  Each Sunday, fill out your request, put it in 

the red bowl on the table on the way to communion.  Then 
take a card from the bowl either right then or after service.  
Pray for that request for one week.  How comforting to 
know that your request is being prayed for and that you are 
praying for someone else’s!  You might just be praying for 
the person sitting next to you!  Or, if you’d prefer - please 
send your request to St. Paul’s at prayingnow2@gmail.com!   

†  Welcome Aster … Join the Meal Train 
 

I sa is a big sister!  Sweet baby Aster Lucia Kronberg made her big arrival on Sunday 
morning and everyone is doing well.  

They are ready for some warm, loving meals 
from their St. Paul’s family.  Please use the 
following link to access the Meal Train for the 
Kronberg family.  You can pick a date that 
works well for you and see all of the drop off 
details.  Please contact Nicole at 
nmoconnors@gmail.com with any questions 
or concerns. 

https://mealtrain.com/o6w92n  
We will also begin a collection of newborn 

and size 1 diapers, wipes, baby soap and other 
essentials to support this beautiful family.  
Please place items in the collection bin at the 
back of the sanctuary beginning on Sunday. 

†  Dishonest Steward 

J esus based his parables on real-life, and possibly historical 

situations.  He often added a small twist in the story: 

something that did not make sense from a human point of view.  

In Sunday's Gospel he praises a man who is openly a crook.  A 

manager or steward is about to be fired from his job.  Realizing 

that he has little prospect of being hired again, he conspires to rob 

from his employer.  He uses his authority to reduce debts owed to 

the master, thinking that the debtors will show him gratitude later. 

Jesus and the employer praise this unscrupulous action?  Why?  

Because it portrays the virtue of prudence, planning ahead.  Christ 

implies that Christians often fail to practice foresight in thinking 

of their future life.  We do not take heaven into account, when we 

plan our daily lives.  Do you? 

mailto:stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com
mailto:prayingnow2@gmail.com
mailto:nmoconnors@gmail.com
https://mealtrain.com/o6w92n
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†  Transforming Saints of God 
 

Thursday, September 12th 
 

Theodore of Tarsus 
Archbishop of Canterbury, 690 

 

W 
hen the pagan Anglo-Saxons invaded 
England, they drove the native Celtic 
inhabitants north into Scotland and west 

into Ireland, Wales, and Cornwall.  The Anglo-Saxons 
were subsequently converted to Christianity by Celtic 
missionaries from the north and west, and Roman and 
Gallic missionaries from the south and east.  As a result, 
they ended up with two different "flavors" of 
Christianity.  The difference was expressed mainly in the 
form of a disagreement about the proper method for 
calculating the date of Easter, a disagreement which we 
may suspect was a stand-in for other disagreements a 
little more difficult to articulate.  In 663, a council was 
called to settle the dispute, the Synod of Whitby.  It 
decided in favor of the Roman or continental way of 
doing things. 

Soon after, the Archbishop of Canterbury died, and 
the English elected a successor, Wighard, and sent him to 
Rome to be consecrated by the Pope.  Wighard died in 
Rome before he could be consecrated, and the Pope 
(Vitalian) took it upon himself to choose a man to fill the 
vacancy.  He consecrated Theodore of Tarsus (the native 
city of the Apostle Paul), a learned monk (not a priest) 
from the East then living in Rome, 65 years old.  This surprising choice turned out to be a 
very good one.  Theodore was (as Bede put it in his Ecclesiastical History) "the first 
archbishop whom all the English obeyed."  Having made a tour of his charge, Theodore 
filled the vacant bishoprics and in 672 presided over the first council of the entire English 
Church, at Hertford.  He established definite territorial boundaries for the various dioceses, 
and founded new dioceses where needed.  He found the Church of England an unorganized 
missionary body, and left it a fully ordered province of the universal Church.  The body of 
canon law drawn up under his supervision, and his structure of dioceses and parishes, 
survived the turmoil of the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries and are substantially intact 
today. 

He founded a school at Canterbury that trained Christians from both the Celtic and the 
Roman traditions, and did much to unite the two groups.  The school was headed by Adrian, 
an abbot born in Africa but later resident in Italy, who had been the Pope's first choice for 
Archbishop, but who had refused and recommended Theodore instead.  Adrian was learned 
in the Scriptures, a good administrator, and fluent in Latin and Greek.  The school taught 
Bible, theology and sacred studies, Latin and Greek (Bede alleges that some of the students 
knew these languages as well as they knew English), poetry, astronomy, and calendar 
calculation (of some importance for political reasons, as stated above).  Adrian died January 
9, 710. Theodore died September 19, 690, being 88 years old. 

written by James Kiefer. 

 

- Notice - 
If you receive an email that appears to be from Fr. Joe, or any other clergy person, 

asking you to take some kind of unusual action – click a link or download an 

attachment you didn’t request, wire money to a specified account, purchase gift 

cards and reply with the serial numbers, or simply to reply quickly, watch out – it is likely 

a form of email “phishing” known as “whaling.”  If you receive such an e-mail, please do 

not reply and  instead please alert Fr. Joe directly through the parish office.  
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Hyena Den 

 

 

Name Tags - Please be courteous to fellow parishioners, to 
newcomers and guests by extending a warm welcome to them and 
by wearing your name tag.  And remember to wear them to coffee 
hour as well. 

†  Happy Birthday 
 

K atie Szen & Sarah Szen celebrate Sunday!  

Monday is the big day for William Boehm.  Ted 

Koniecki will be blowing out candles on Tuesday.  Have a 

blessed day everyone! 

†  Follow Us Live 

T he best way to participate at St. Paul’s is to attend our worship 
services and join in our various events.  However, there are still times 

when you might be unable to partake because of weather or illness.  Many of 
our services are available on YouTube Live or 
Facebook Live.  It has been used by our “Snow Birds,” 
students away at college, parishioners on vacation and 
former members who have moved away.  Why not 
introduce it to your friends who may be looking for a 
church and don’t know what to expect?  The services 
can be watched live or later online.  Just click on the 
YouTube button (right) or 
tab on our website for 
more info.  

†  Start Spreading the Good News! 
 

G o therefore and make disciples of all nations, 

baptizing them in the name of the Father and of 

the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe 

all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with 

you always, to the end of the age.”      Matthew 28:19-20 

[Jesus speaks] "Whoever can 

be trusted with very little can 

also be trusted with much, and 

whoever is __________ with very little will also be __________ with much." 

Luke 16:10 NIV 

First of all, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for 

everyone, for kings and all who are in high positions, so that we may lead a quiet and peaceable 

life in all godliness and dignity. This is right and is acceptable in the sight of God our Savior, 

who desires everyone to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.  - 1 Timothy 1:1-2 

https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+28%3A19-20&version=ESV
http://bible.gospelcom.net/bible?passage=Luke+16:10&version=NIV&showfn=yes
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†  Ancient Christian Writers 
 

A reading from a sermon of Bede, the Venerable, Priest, and Monk of Jarrow (735). 
 

“J esus saw a man called Matthew sitting at the tax office, and he said to him: 
Follow me.” Jesus saw Matthew, not merely in the usual sense, but more 

significantly with his merciful understanding of humankind. 
He saw the tax collector and, because he saw him through the eyes of mercy and 

chose him, he said to him: “Follow me,”  This following meant imitating the pattern 
of his life - not just walking after him.  Saint John tells us: “Whoever says he abides in 
Christ ought to walk in the same way in which he walked.” 

“And he rose and followed him.”  There is no reason for surprise that the tax 
collector abandoned earthly wealth as soon as the Lord commanded him.  Nor 
should one be amazed that neglecting his wealth, he joined a band whose leader had, 
on Matthew’s assessment, no riches at all.  Our Lord summoned Matthew by 
speaking to him in words.  By an invisible, interior impulse flooding his mind with 
the light of grace, he instructed him to walk in his footsteps.  In this way Matthew 
could understand that Christ, who was summoning him away from earthly 
possessions, had incorruptible treasures of heaven in his gift. 

“As he sat at table in the house, behold many tax collectors and sinners came and 
sat down with Jesus and his disciples.”  This conversion of one tax collector gave 
many, those from his own profession and other sinner, an example of repentance and 
pardon.  Notice also the happy and true anticipation of his future status as apostle 
and teacher of the nations.  No sooner was he converted than Matthew drew after 
him a whole crowd of sinners along the same road to salvation.  He took up his 
appointed duties while still taking his first steps in the faith, and from that hour he 
fulfilled his obligation and thus grew in merit. 

To see a deeper understanding of the great celebration Matthew held at his house, 
we must realize that he not only gave a banquet for the Lord at his earthly residence, 
but far more pleasing was the banquet set in his own heart which he provided 
through faith and love.  Our Savior attests to this: “Behold I stand at the door and 
knock; if any hear my voice and open the door, I will come to them and eat with 
them, and they with me.” 

On hearing Christ’s voice, we open the door to receive him, as it were, when we 
freely assent to his promptings and when we give ourselves over to doing what must 
be done.  Christ, since he dwells in the hearts of his chosen ones through the grace of 
his love, enters so that he might eat with us and we with him.  He ever refreshes us by 
the light of his presence insofar as we progress in our devotion to and longing for the 
things of heaven.  He himself is delighted by such a pleasing banquet. 
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COFFEE HOUR HOSTS 

 

Sept 22nd 8 am     Mary Perry   10:30 am  Raegan Guglielmo 
Sept 29th 8 am    Ann Allen   10:30 am  Nicole O’Connors 
Oct   6th 8 am   Pat Brought   10:30 am Dori McManus 

Contact Mary Allen at 

203-775-6633 or 

chamla@charter.net. 

mailto:Hi%20Dave. %20Could%20you%20please%20add%20that%20we%20needs%20Coffee%20Hour%20hCHAMLA@CHARTER.NET
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†  Electronic Giving 

A s a reminder, Saint Paul’s continues to offer the electronic giving option for 

making your regular donations.  Contributions can be debited automatically from 

your checking/savings account or your credit/debit card.  Our electronic giving program 

offers convenience for you and provides much needed donation consistency for our 

congregation.  There is no cost to you to use this system.  Also there will be no changes if 

you choose to still use your present method of giving.  The system is simple using the 

following steps below. 

Sign on to the church website at 

www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com.  Click on 

the “Give Now” button at the top left of the 

first page.  Click on the “Create Profile” button to 

create your unique on line profile.  After you 

have created your profile, follow the on line 

instructions to schedule your contribution. 

If you have any questions, please contact 

Chuck Allen at 203-775-6633 or 

treasurer@SaintPaulsBrookfield.com. 

†  Come Saturday 
Morning 

 

E ach Saturday 
morning from 7:30 - 

9  our John 21-12 group 
meets at Theo’s Downtown 
Diner in New Milford.  Join 
friends and lively 
theological discussion.  All 
are welcome. 

†  Greeters Needed 
 

   Greeting people in a warm way makes 
them feel good about their presence in 
church.  At St. Paul’s, we are always 
looking for people who feel called to 
serve in this important ministry.  If you 
are interested in becoming a greeter, 
please contact Pam Szen 
(prszen@gmail.com) or David Szen 

Name Tags - Remember how awkward you felt when you first 
came to St. Paul’s because you didn’t know anyone or when you 
visit a different church?  Name tags help.  So, please be courteous 
to your fellow parishioners, to newcomers, visiting clergy and 
guests by extending a warm welcome to them and by wearing your 
name tag.  And remember to wear them to coffee hour as well. 

 

http://www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com
mailto:treasurer@SaintPaulsBrookfield.com
https://biblehub.com/john/21-12.htm
mailto:prszen@gmail.com
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†  This Sunday’s Readings 

(Click on the red links for the readings) 
 

The Wily Steward 
 

 Jeremiah 8:18-9:1 

I n our first lesson the prophet laments both the heavy word that is his duty to carry 
to the people, and the stubborn resistance of the people to repentance.  The 

prophet’s heart is, like the Lord’s own heart, sick with grief and trouble, as one found 
constantly weeping. 

 Psalm 79:1-9 
A psalm of lament in a day of destruction, with petition for the Lord’s help 

and deliverance. 
 1 Timothy 2:1-7 
In this lesson disciples are called upon to pray for all, including political 

rulers, so that Christians may lead peaceable and moral lives.  It is God’s will 
that everyone should find salvation.  Jesus is the mediator between the one 
God and humanity; he has sacrificed himself for the freedom of all.  Paul has 
been appointed an apostle to make his saving work known to the Gentiles.  
During this period the newborn Christian movement was a tiny part of society 
and Christians felt that they needed peaceful conditions to spread the gospel.  
They usually took a positive view of the functions of the state in maintaining 
peace and justice. 

 Luke 16:1-13 
Our gospel is the story of the steward who, when dismissed for mismanagement, 

showed himself to be very shrewd.  This is followed by teaching about Mammon, that is, 
worldly wealth.  The joke would be on us if we fastened on the details of the story.  The 
man’s obviously dishonest behavior forces us to look more deeply for what is admirable 
about him - his readiness to face up to reality, together with his unquenchable 
hopefulness in the face of 
calamity.  This is to be the 
attitude of Jesus’ followers 
as the kingdom with its 
time challenge and 
judgment approaches.  
The teaching on money 
suggests that disciples 
must know it significance, 
while never serving it. 

†  Pick Up Your Copy Today!  

 Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will 

be available at the back of the church. 

†  Sermon Shorts 
 

W elcome to the Table.  To replay all our 

sermons, audio and videos follow this link 

for the Sunday Sermons.  Check out our Sermon 

Archives as well. 

 

 

Luke 16:1-13 
These wisdom sayings are 

advising us to deal astutely 

with this world fully as it is, on 

its own terms, but also knowing 

full well that it is temporary 

and failing.  We are to reach 

through this passing world to 

embrace the coming world of 

God's kingdom. 

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp20_RCL.html#reading
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp20_RCL.html#response
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp20_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp20_RCL.html#GOSPEL
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermons.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/sermon-archives-2018.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/sermon-archives-2018.html
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†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 

 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 
such a privilege.  The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all 

time.  Please pray for… 
 
.....Brenda Darling and Joe Hock and other 
parishioners convalescing in extended care facilities. 
.....Christ Church, Stratford; Trinity, Tariffville; St. 
Peter’s/Trinity, Thomaston; Trinity, Torrington. 
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area. 
.....Children and Children’s ministries; Rhythms of 
Grace, Grace2Go, and other ministries for children with 
special needs. 
.....Ginny Beck, Clayton Ferry, Gary Stein, Barbara 
Hock, Sue Balla, Rose Barrett, Jim Megura, Jay 
Lawrence, Alex, Ed Licence, Peter Sr. & Peter, Jr., 
Anthony, Paul Kovacs, Denise, Lee Rybos, Pam Altemus, Stu Terrill, Jennifer, Susan, 
Cathy Schrull, Bill Schrull, Anja, Katie, Doris, Karen, Pam, Ray and Peter continued 
healing. 
.....the people of Belize; the people of Djibouti; the Diocese of Central New York (The 
Episcopal Church) The Rt Revd DeDe Duncan-Probe; and our sister and brother members of 
the Canadian and American Reformed Churches. 
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of ISIS forces.  Pray also 
for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to 
know Jesus Christ. 
.....Michael for protection from mortar attacks in 
Somalia with the UN peacekeeping service. 
.....St. James’ Episcopal Church, Danbury and their 
Daily Bread Food Pantry, which is the recipient of our 
food basket collections during the month of September. 
.....The Mount Pleasant AME Zion Church, Danbury, a 
partner congregation of the Jericho Partnership. 
.....The Harvest of Lands and Waters. 
.....That we recognize everything we have is a gift from 
God, including our money, and to generously share our 
wealth to support the mission of our Church, locally and 
around the world. 
.....Bill Beattie, founder and chairman of the Jericho 
Partnership, complete healing of Multiple Myeloma. 
.....James for strength, courage and spiritual wisdom as he faces some difficult issues. 
.....Julianna, 3 years old, healing of a brain tumor.  Pray also for her parents, Patricia and 
Mikey, and concerned relatives and friends.  

†  This & That & Links 
(Click on pictures or red links for more info) 

 

Links We Like 
 

Things That Make You Think 
 

Back Issues of Sword Points 
 

Riches in Heaven 
Gospel of Luke: The Dishonest Steward/
manager parable. Worship video, original 
song, set to 'Wild Rover'. Midi sequence: 
Barry Taylor, used with permission.  

 

 

http://www.christchurchstratford.org/content/
https://www.trinitytariffville.org/
https://stpeterstrinity.org/
https://stpeterstrinity.org/
https://www.trinity-torrington.org/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Belize
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Djibouti
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Canadian_and_American_Reformed_Churches
http://www.saintjamesdanbury.org/
http://www.dailybreadfoodpantry.com/index.html
https://www.themountpleasant.org/
https://www.missionstclare.com/english/prayers/42.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/links.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/things-that-make-you-think.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/weekly-qsword-pointsq.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/contact-us.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_detailpage&v=apdQ3mZg4ms
https://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_detailpage&v=apdQ3mZg4ms


 23 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Just For the Joy of It! 
(And Christian Fellowship) 

†  It Takes An Editorial Board 
Contributors to this Weeks 

Sword Points: 
 

M ary Allen, Chuck Allen, Susan 
Balla, Chris Barrett, Mary Beth 

Durkin, Steve Hemming, Lois Hunt, Fr. Bill 
Loring, Beth Miller, Steven Nagy, Nicole 

O’Connors, Patrick 
O’Connors, Mary 
Perry, Ken Perry, 
Debbi Pomeroy, Joe 
Shepley, Tara 
Shepley, Pam Szen, 
David Szen, Ron 
Switzer, Jay Trott, 
John Tuthill, Gail 
Winkley. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Dz4GIecaA-o 

several years after riding the Coney Island Cyclone in 1948?  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sunset_Park_(Brooklyn_park)
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
https://instagram.com/stpaulsb/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Coney_Island_Cyclone

