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†  Lives Poured Out as Offerings of Thanksgiving 

Transforming 

Lives Through 

Jesus Christ 

No one should appear before the Lord empty-handed: Each of you must 

bring a gift in proportion to the way the Lord your God has blessed you. 

Deuteronomy 16:16-17 

 

Dear Family of St. Paul's, 

W e will celebrate Covenant Sunday in our upcoming worship by 

bringing forward to the altar our cards of commitment, signaling our 

support of St. Paul's into the next year. 

Stewardship is about offering ourselves to God through treasure, as well as 

time, talent and testimony.  We believe that our giving is a mark of our 

faithfulness toward God, and so on Covenant Sunday we will emphasize this 

personal walk of faith that we are called to live out together in our 

discipleship. 

In addition to our treasure through tithes and offerings, our SHAPE 

ministry newly underway, part of the stewardship of our God-given talents as 

the Body of Christ, will be elevated as well.  This is an invitation to explore 

with another how we might best discover and offer our abilities toward the 

kingdom of God while growing spiritually as the church. 

God has given us everything in Christ.  May we with joyful hearts offer to 

God a sacrifice of praise, and lives poured out as offerings of thanksgiving to 

our Lord and Maker. 

Faithfully, 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com
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†  The “Wonderful Plan”   

by John Tuthill 
 

“This will give you an opportunity to testify.” 
- Luke 21:13 

 

T 
wo opposite views of the "Good News" seem to be entirely mismatched and 
collide head-on as contrary to one another: First, there is the wildly popular (but 
hopelessly untrue) worldly version of the gospel message.  You know this one, it 

is the false and misunderstood promise that God has absolutely nothing but only a 
"wonderful plan" in store for every believer in this life - expect nothing but excellent health 
year after year, limitless financial and relationship blessings, and, daily smooth sailing with 
never an unexpected jagged rock unseen beneath perennially crystal smooth seas.  Have you 
ever given someone one of the little wooden mission crosses from healing Sunday and 
noticed the person naturally wanting to misunderstand it to mean that life from now on will 
only be a heaping bowl of Frosted Lucky Charms?  Sure, those may be "magically 
delicious," but holding the mission cross is not a promise that nothing terribly difficult will 
happen from now on.  The truth is actually so much better than that - more than we can hope 
or imagine.  But, as saved sinners quickly learn it does not mean being spared from every 
trial in this life.  There are and there will be daily temptations.  And, Jesus directly informs 
everyone to even expect outright persecutions "because of my name," as our Gospel reading 
will say on Sunday (Luke 21:5-19).  In love, Jesus has plainly told everyone the truth about 
this in advance. 

Jesus tells his disciples in the reading this week that the beautiful and lavishly massive 
Temple in Jerusalem they're all admiring would be destroyed during their own generation's 
lifetime.  Indeed, on our trips to Jerusalem taken by groups from St. Paul's the rubble from 

the Temple the Romans dutifully destroyed in 70 AD can still be 
seen today there at the exact spot where Jesus promised it would 
happen.  Such a background for Jesus to contrast for everyone the 
truly Good News as opposed to the false misunderstanding - the 
"wonderful plan for your life" version of the gospel - which only 
leads a person to ruins of their faith when trials do come.  In the 
Letter to the Hebrews (chapter 11:35-38) there is quite a 
description of dire persecutions that heaven-bound and saved 
sinners have gone through.  They all had, just as we do, the 
promise that "all things work together for the good to those who 
love God" as Romans 8:28 says in a much-loved verse.  No 
matter what happens to us as Christians, we can have joy 
remembering that promise through good and especially in not-so-
good trials.  One of the things Jesus promises in the readings this 
week is that in the trials of persecution because of His name, 
"This will give you an opportunity to testify."  Not only that, but 
"I will give you the words and wisdom that none of your 
opponents will be able to withstand or contradict" (v. 13-15).  
Further, "But not a hair on your head will perish.  By your 
endurance you will gain your souls" (v. 18-19).  The words that 
Jesus will give anyone to say at such a time certainly will be true, 
as Jesus simply IS the truth itself (John 14:6).  It will not be the 
misunderstanding of the gospel which omits coming to Jesus apart 
from humbly knowing our sins are a fact but only tells of the half-
truth that only a marvelous new life awaits.  When King David 
was brought the good news by God's Prophet Nathan that he 

would not die, but that God had put away his horrible sins, David was 
"ineffably" (unspeakably) grateful.  David understood his guilt, and the ruins of his life that 
would be the result, and so only that realization made learning of God's Amazing Grace and 
free mercy understood in its true light.  Armed with knowing we have truly and freely been 
made new (2 Corinthians 5:17), and that the "free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus 
our Lord" (Romans 6:23), we cannot lose with the promise of Jesus to give the words to 
share this light of life as "faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord."               Thanks be to God! 
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†  This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

Thu, Nov 14 - 5:45 pm - PraiseKicks, Crocker Hall 
  7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 
Sat, Nov 16 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 
  7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford 
  9:15 am - PraiseKicks, Crocker Hall 
  10:00 am - PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall 
Sun, Nov 17 - Twenty-Third Sunday after Pentecost 
  8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 
  9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 
  10:30 am - Sunday School 
  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 

Mon, Nov 18 - 4:00 pm - PraiseWalks, Still River Greenway 
  7:00 pm - Men’s Bible Study, Crocker Hall  (YouTube Live) 
Tue, Nov 19 - 9:15 am - Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room 
  5:45 pm - PraiseKicks, Crocker Hall 
  7:15 pm - Boy Scouts Troop #5, Crocker Hall 
Wed, Nov 20 - 9:15 am - Playgroup, Kids Kingdom, Nursery 
  10:00 am - Holy Communion & Healing  (Facebook Live) 
  7:00 pm - Alpha Planning Meeting, Guild Room 
Thu, Nov 21 - 5:45 pm - PraiseKicks, Crocker Hall 
  7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 
Sat, Nov 23 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 
  7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford 
  9:15 am - PraiseKicks, Crocker Hall 
  10:00 am - PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall 
Sun, Nov 24 -  Last Sunday after Pentecost 
  8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 
  9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 
  10:30 am - Sunday School 
  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+21:12&version=NRSVA
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+21:12&version=NRSVA
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
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†  Joy and Rejoicing  

 

Isaiah 65:17-25  •  Canticle 9  •  2 Thessalonians 3:6-13  •  Luke 21:5-19 
 

J 
esus warns, “Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom; there 
will be great earthquakes, and in various places famines and plagues; and there 
will be dreadful portents and great signs from heaven.  But before all this they 

will arrest you and persecute you” (Luke 21:10-12).  We will endure this trial not by our 
own strength, but by trust.  “Make up your minds,” Jesus says, “not to prepare your defense 
in advance; for I will give you words and wisdom that none of your opponents will be able 
to withstand or contradict” (Luke 21:14-15).  Unprepared, we conduct our private and public 
lives trusting that God will lead us into all truth and provide all necessary protection.  Trust 
is a form of love, and love casts out all fear. 

“Surely, it is God who saves me; I will trust in him and not be afraid.  For the Lord is my 
stronghold and my sure defense, and he will be my Savior” (Cant. 9).  Such trust grows by 
cultivation, by repeated exposure to the graces of God encountered at every turn.  Just as we 
are summoned in the collect of the day “to hear, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest” the 
words of Scripture, we are called to ingest the living Word of God, the Lord Jesus, as he 
presents himself in countless ways in his church and in the world.  We are with him.  He is 
with us.  He abides in us, and we in him. 

Drawing upon the graces of God, we find more than mere endurance.  “For the Lord is 
my stronghold and my sure defense, and he will by my Savior.  Therefore you shall draw 
water with rejoicing from the springs of salvation” (Cant. 9).  Rejoicing is not a defense, but 
it is a protest.  It is a protest against the oppressive and false adult seriousness that robs life 
of joy and purpose.  Rejoicing 
makes one strong and nimble, 
light and elegant.  “Sing the 
praises of the Lord, for he has 
done great things, and this is 
known in all the world.  Cry 
aloud, inhabitants of Zion, ring 
out your joy, for the great one in 
the midst of you is the Holy One 
of Israel” (Cant. 9). 

Joy is a neglected necessity.  
Lift up your hearts!  “I am about 
to create Jerusalem as a joy, and 
its people as a delight.  I will 
rejoice in Jerusalem, and delight 
in my people” (Is. 65:18-19).  
Jesus is the joy of the Father, the 
one in whom the Father is well 
pleased.  Living in Christ, we live in the eternal gaze of the Father’s love.  We are the 
Father’s joy and are filled with jubilation.  A response bursts forth.  “Shout with joy to the 
Lord, all you lands; lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing.  Sing to the Lord with the harp, with 
the harp and the voice of song.  With trumpets and the sound of horns shout with joy before 
the king, the Lord.  Let the sea make a noise and all that is in it, the lands and those who 
dwell therein.  Let the rivers clap their hands, and let the hills ring out with joy before the 
Lord” (Ps. 98:5-9). 

The seas make a noise and the rivers clap their hands.  What will we do with our tongues 
and our hands and our lives?  Will we sing with jubilation?  Will the heart beat and skip a 
beat and love and love even more?  Even in silence, the heart may sing and rejoice, and live 
in hope and trust.  Joy has come in Christ.  He lives forevermore.  Go on in trust and hope, 
and dance before the Lord. 
 

Look It Up 
Read The Collect. 
 

Think About It 
A blessed hope is joyful.                   - from The Living Church, 2019 

https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp28_RCL.html#ot1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp28_RCL.html#ps1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp28_RCL.html#nt1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp28_RCL.html#gsp1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp28_RCL.html


 5 

 

 

 

 

†  Thanksgiving Baskets 
 

F or the November food baskets, please bring items you 
would enjoy at Thanksgiving.  We will make up baskets 

for the same families who will be receiving the gifts from our 
Christmas Giving Tree.  We will need three family-
sized turkeys to be donated.  While you shop, if you 
could please choose any items from the following 
list: Gravy/Stuffing, Pumpkin Pie Mix, Bread or 
Dinner Rolls, Cranberry Sauce, Fruit Pie Fillings, 
Fresh or Canned Vegetables, Pie Crust, Potatoes, 
Sweet Potatoes, Onions, Celery, Carrots, Fresh or 
Canned Fruit, Cake Mix, Soup, Juice or Cider, Paper 
Products/Decorations, Brownie Mix, Nuts.  All food 
donations are due by Sunday, November 24th.  
Once the food donations have come in, we will 
need volunteers to divide the food 
into the baskets for the families.  
For more info, contact Barbara 
DeAnzeris, (203) 775-3722. 
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“B rothers and sisters, do not 

weary in doing what is right.”  

As disciples and followers “in training,” 

part of what is right for us is loving God 

with all our hearts, minds and souls, and 

continually striving to frequently and 

generously thank Him for every good gift 

we have been given … and they have 

been many! 
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†  Transforming Stewardship 
 

“Not that we do not have the right.  Rather, we wanted to present ourselves as a model 

for you, so that you might imitate us.”           2 Thessalonians 3:9 
 

C hristians who live a grateful and generous 

lifestyle don’t go around bragging about it.   

But through their actions and words, others do take 

notice.  They notice because of the joy and peace that 

results and other people desire this in their own life.  

Know that the way you live your life may be the only 

interaction others have with the Christian faith. 

†  Transforming Saints of God 
 

Thursday, November 14th 
 

Samuel Seabury 
First American Bishop, 1976 

 

S amuel Seabury, the first Bishop of 
the Episcopal Church, was born in 

Groton, Connecticut, November 30, 1729.  
After ordination in England 
in 1753, he was assigned, as 
a missionary of the Society 
for the Propagation of the Gospel, to Christ Church, 
New Brunswick, New Jersey.  In 1757, he became rector 
of Grace Church, Jamaica, Long Island, and in 1766 
rector of St. Peter’s, Westchester County.  During the 
American Revolution, he remained loyal to the British 
crown, and served as a chaplain in the British army. 
After the Revolution, a secret meeting of Connecticut 
clergymen in nearby Woodbury at Glebe House, on 
March 25, 1783, named Seabury or the Rev. Jeremiah 
Leaming, whichever would be able or willing, to seek 
episcopal consecration in England.  Leaming declined; Seabury accepted, 
and sailed for England. 
 After a year of negotiation, Seabury found it impossible to obtain 

episcopal orders from the Church of England because, as an American citizen, he could not 
swear allegiance to the crown.  He then turned to the Non-juring bishops of the Episcopal 
Church in Scotland.  On November 14, 1784, in Aberdeen, he was consecrated by the 
Bishop and the Bishop Coadjutor of Aberdeen and the Bishop of Ross and Caithness, in the 

presence of a number of the clergy and laity.  On his return home, Seabury 
was recognized as Bishop of Connecticut in Convocation on August 3, 1785, 
at Middletown.  With Bishop William White, he was active in the 
organization of the Episcopal Church at the General Convention of 1789.  
With the support of William Smith of Maryland, William Smith of Rhode 
Island, William White of Pennsylvania, and Samuel Parker of Boston, 
Seabury kept his promise, made in a concordat with the Scottish bishops, to 
persuade the American Church to adopt the Scottish form for the celebration 
of the Holy Eucharist. 
 In 1790 Seabury became responsible for episcopal oversight of the 
churches in Rhode Island; and at the General Convention of 1792 he 
participated in the first consecration of a bishop on American soil, that of 
John Claggett of Maryland.  Seabury died on February 25, 1796, and is 
buried beneath St. James’ Church, New London.   Seabury home in New London 

Embedded in 

the top of our 

altar is a stone 

from Aberdeen, 

Scotland, 

inscribed 

“Aberdeen 

1784.” 

http://www.theglebehouse.org/
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An Open invitation 

Deacon Tara Shepley has begun her new ministry at St. 

George’s Church In Middlebury.  

 

She welcomes us to visit on any Sunday. 

Bible Study 8:30 am 

Worship 9:30 am 

St. George’s Church 

Tucker Hill Rd., Middlebury 

†  Lessons and Carols: Save the Date! 

O ur annual Festival of Lessons and Carols will be held on Sunday, 

December 15 at 5:00 pm.  Please mark your calendars and plan to 

attend this beautiful Advent service which consists of Scripture 

readings about the birth of Jesus interspersed with the singing of 

traditional carols led by our choir.  What a truly wonderful way to 

prepare your heart, mind, and voice for Christmas! 

 Or better yet, if you like to sing, you are welcome to join 

our special choir for this service. Rehearsals are on the 

following three Mondays from 7-9 pm: Nov 25, Dec 2, Dec 9 

and Thursday, Dec 12.  The only prerequisites are as follows: 1) 

you like to sing Christmas music, and 2) you like to be around 

people who like to sing Christmas music.  No previous participation 

in the music ministry required!  It may be just the thing if you’ve been 

looking for a small group to join for Advent!  Please contact Kirsten 

Peterson for more details and to sign up: kirpeterson@comcast.net 

†  Happy Birthday 
 

K agan Kronberg & Wyatt Rom celebrate today!  Bob Picheco will be older and 

wiser on Friday.  Sunday is the big day for Pam Altemus.  Ryan Sampson will be 

blowing out candles on Monday.  Peter Maier will be 

opening presents on Wednesday.  Have a blessed day 

everyone! 

†  Start Spreading the Good News! 
 

B ut you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, 

and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and 

Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” 

        Acts 1:8 

†  
 

A s the temperature drops and the seasons change remember homeless 
people are on their feet all day, and the only pair of socks they own are 

very likely to be threadbare.  Once again, this year we are collecting socks 
and toiletries for the men’s homeless shelter throughout the winter months.  
Place donations in the bins in the back of the church or Crocker Hall. 

mailto:kirpeterson@comcast.net
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+1%3A8&version=ESV
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†  Walk Along the Straight Path 

by Steve Hemming 

 

He said: “I am ‘The voice of one crying in the wilderness: “Make straight the way of the 
Lord,” as the prophet Isaiah said.” John 1:23 

 

W hen the Levites and priests asked him who he was, John the Baptist denied he was 
the Christ, but quoted Isaiah 40:3 when he told them that he was the one 

predestined to proclaim His coming.  As you eagerly await the return of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, are you walking on the right path? 

Yogi Berra, the Hall of Fame catcher from the New York Yankees once said; “You’ve 
got to be very careful if you don’t know where you are going, because you might not get 
there.”  As believers in the Lord, what steps can we take to be assured we are going in the 
right direction as we anticipate His coming for us soon? 

FOLLOW JESUS - He is the way, the truth, and the life.  There is no other way to the 
Father in heaven, but only through Jesus (John 14:6).  Simply put, Jesus is the door.  
Anyone who enters by Him will be saved (John 10:9). 

ENTER THROUGH THE NARROW GATE - Jesus warns us to walk through this 
gate, “for wide is the gate and broad is the way that leads to destruction, and there are 
many who go in by it.  Because narrow is the gate and difficult is the way which leads to 
life, and there are few who find it.” (Matthew 7:13-14)  As Christians, we are called to 
forsake all foolishness and live, and go in the way of understanding (Proverbs 9:6). 

PROCEED STRAIGHT AHEAD - DO NOT TURN TO THE RIGHT OR TO THE 
LEFT - We are called to meditate continually upon God’s word, and do according to all it 
commands us to do, in order that we may prosper wherever we go (Joshua 1:7-8). 
Additionally, we need to keep our eyes fixed straight ahead as we consider the path before 
us, and remove our feet from evil (Proverbs 4:25-27). 

TRAVEL ON THE RIGHT HIGHWAY - Proverbs 16:7 tells us the highway of the 
upright is to depart from evil, and those who keep their way, will preserve their soul.  Isaiah 
35:8 refers to this route as the “Highway of Holiness,” where the unclean shall not pass 
through on this road. 

TRUST IN HIM, NOT YOURSELF - As Proverbs 3:5-6 promises, when we put our 
complete trust in the Lord, and not lean on our own understanding, but instead acknowledge 
Him in all our ways, He will direct our paths.  When we submit ourselves to Him, God will 
go before us and make our crooked places straight and remove the obstacles in our way 
(Isaiah 45:2). 

When we 
wholly seek the 
Lord for direction, 
He will be faithful 
to lead us along 
the right path. 

 

“I will instruct 

you and teach you 

in the way you 

should go; I will 

guide you with My 

eye.”  Psalm 32:8 
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Hyena Den 

 

† The Time Has Come! 
 

M any Jews day in the first century anticipated the "Day 
of the Lord" or Doom's day.  John the Baptist had 

preached its nearness.  There was a debate over the exact nature 
of this event and its imminence.  Jesus warns his followers not 
to become unduly upset over it.  He urges them not to be 
worried over the signs that were said to presage it.  He clearly 
teaches that the "Day" would not bring the destruction of the 
world, but the conclusion of the pre-Christian era.  In the new 
world, Christians should expect persecution.  He promises to 
give his disciples spiritual wisdom to counter their foes. 
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†  "As for these things that you see, the days will 

come when not one stone will be left upon another; 

all will be thrown down."  

 

Another pilgrimage to the Holy Land is being planned for February, 

2021.  For more info, contact David Szen,  dszen@yahoo.com. 

†  The Second Temple   
 

T he image that many of us have of Jerusalem is 
that of the famous golden dome on the Temple 

Mount.  But that would not be familiar to Jews 2,000 
years ago as the “Dome of the Rock” was built in 691 
AD. 
 In this week’s Gospel, the 
temple the disciples were 
familiar with would be the 
Second Temple.  It was 
constructed starting in 516 
BC, replacing Solomon’s 
Temple (or the First Temple) 
which was destroyed in 586 
BC.  All of our trips to Israel 

include a very educational stop at the Israel Museum which 
features a magnificent model of the City of Jerusalem and the 

Second Temple.  
The model depicts 
the city as it would been during Jesus’ time 
and shows the temple as it would have been 
renovated by King Herod (it is also known as 
Herod’s Temple). 
 Ongoing 
archeological 
digs have 
uncovered 
remains of 
archways and 
staircases that 
lead to the 
temple as 
well as coins, 
pottery, 
inscriptions 
and other 
artifacts dating from 2,000 years ago. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KixMcMJ7jf0
mailto:dszen@yahoo.com
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KixMcMJ7jf0
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The Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study  

T he Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study has begun 

studying, MINOR PROPHETS 1, on Tuesdays, 

at 9:15 am in the Guild Room. 

The Old Testament books of Hosea, Joel, Amos, 

Obadiah, Jonah, and Micah are known collectively as 

part of the Minor Prophets, but there is nothing "minor" 

about the lessons they teach about God or their potential 

impact on your life.  If you want to let the Bible change 

your life, this study is an ideal tool for digging deeper.  

Explore the lives and times of these prophets and 

discover their important teachings so that you will 

come to know God in a new and life-transforming way. 

Please join us in study on Tuesday's from 9:15 -11 

am.  For more info, email Debbi Pomeroy at 

debbi415@aol.com.  Workbooks are $12. 

 

 

†  Brookfield Ecumenical Thanksgiving Service 

7:30 pm Wednesday, Nov. 27, at Valley Presbyterian Church 
 

B rookfield’s oldest continuing town-wide 
ecumenical service will be held on Wednesday, 

November 27th at 7:30 pm at the Valley Presbyterian 
Church, 21 West Whisconier Road. 
This annual service is coordinated by the Brookfield 
Ecumenical Clergy group.  This year the Rev. Paul 
Lutz, from Prince of Peace Lutheran Church, will 
deliver the Thanksgiving message. 
 You are invited to gather together with brothers and 

sisters from our Brookfield faith communities to pray, sing, and hear God’s still-speaking 
voice as we celebrate with gratitude our great blessings.  Worship leaders from the various 
congregations will lead portions of the service.  A time of fellowship and refreshment will 
be offered afterwards. 

We hope you will 
join us for this historic 
Thanksgiving 
celebration, which began 
with a Union 
Thanksgiving Service led 
by the Congregational 
Church and St. Paul's 
Episcopal in 1896. 

An offering will 
benefit the Emergency 
Fuel Assistance Fund of 
Brookfield Social 
Services. 

‘But before all this occurs, they will arrest you and persecute you; they will 

hand you over to __________ and prisons, and you will be 

brought before kings and governors because of my name.  

Luke 21:12 

mailto:debbi415@aol.com
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=luke21%3A12&version=NRSVA
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†  Art in the Christian Tradition 

Prophecy of the Destruction of the Temple 
1886-1894 

James Tissot, 1836-1902 
Brooklyn Musem 

 

H 
aving departed from the Temple, as Tissot notes, for the final time, Jesus sits 
with a small group of his disciples: Peter, James, Andrew, and John the 
Evangelist.  Against the backdrop of the Temple complex and the thick, 

fortified walls of Jerusalem, he prophesies the destruction of the Temple and its splendor - 
an event understood by the group as marking the end of times.  

Jacques 
Joseph Tissot, 
Anglicized as 
James Tissot 
was a French 
painter and 
illustrator.  He 
was a 
successful 
painter of Paris 
society before 
moving to 
London in 
1871.  He 
became famous 
as a genre 
painter of 
fashionably 
dressed women 
shown in 
various scenes 
of everyday 
life.  

In 1885, 
Tissot, while 
visiting the 
Church of St. Sulpice, he experienced a religious vision, after which he abandoned his 
former subjects and embarked on an ambitious project to illustrate the New Testament.  
Many of his artist friends were skeptical about his conversion, as it conveniently coincided 
with the French Catholic revival, a reaction against the secular attitude of the French Third 
Republic. 
At a time when French artists were working in impressionism, pointillism, and heavy oil 
washes, Tissot was moving toward realism in his watercolors.  To assist in his completion of 
biblical illustrations, Tissot traveled to the Middle East in 1886, 1889, and 1896 to make 
studies of the landscape and people.  Tissot painted his many figures in costumes he 
believed to be historically authentic, carrying out his series with considerable archaeological 
exactitude.  His series of 365 gouache (opaque watercolor) illustrations showing the life of 
Christ were shown to critical acclaim and enthusiastic audiences in Paris (1894–5), London 
(1896) and New York (1898–9).  They were published in a French edition in 1896–7 and in 
an English one in 1897–8, bringing Tissot vast wealth and fame.  During July 1894, Tissot 
was awarded the Légion d'honneur, France's most prestigious medal.  Tissot spent the last 
years of his life working on paintings of subjects from the Old Testament.  Although he 
never completed the series, he exhibited 80 of these paintings in Paris in 1901 and 
engravings after them were published in 1904.  In 1900, at the suggestion of John Singer 
Sargent, the Brooklyn Museum decided to acquire the series; the purchase funds were raised 
primarily by public subscription, spurred on, in part, by exhortations in the Brooklyn Daily 
Eagle newspaper urging readers to contribute to the campaign. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anglicisation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Genre_painter
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Genre_painter
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/French_Third_Republic
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/French_Third_Republic
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Impressionism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pointillism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gouache
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/L%C3%A9gion_d%27honneur
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†  Introducing PraiseWalks 
 

E very Monday night at 4:00 pm; Wednesday and Friday nights at 5:30 pm 

and on nights when PraiseKicks does not meet we’ll meet, we will do a 

walk on the Still River Greenway.  We'll meet at 

the north end of the Greenway, plenty of parking 

at the former Hearth Restaurant.  This is very low 

impact exercise and everyone can go at their own 

pace, run, walk, whatever.  Since this is a walk, 

bring a friend, kids, neighbors, whoever.  Our 

goal will be to meet back at our cars by 6:45 pm. 

E-mail dszen@yahoo.com for more info. 

 

 

mailto:dszen@yahoo.com
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 †  Vestry Meeting 
 October 9th 

Opening: : Mary Perry opened the meeting 
with prayer at 7:32 pm.  George Stowell took 
us through the Bible and highlighted a 
favorite theme of his, rivers and flowing 
water.  Starting in Genesis with the creation 
“as streams came up and watered the whole 
surface,” then “a river watering the Garden 
of Eden,” all the way though Revelation.  
“Whoever believes in me, streams of living 
water will flow from within him.”  Dan 
Meyer shared his journey through a 
challenging time in his life.  After 
articipating in a ministry call Holy Love 
Ministry, Dan was brought back to the 
church.  Through prayer he came to 
understand that God wants him to live in the 
moment, the only way to truly live. 
Love.  Do Good.  Bless. Pray.  The Vestry 
brought up experiences that had occurred 
since our last meeting.  Understanding others 

and not judging a person from our own need 
to be right was discussed.  Conviction by the 
Holy Spirit for being haughty as we 
encounter others in our lives.  God’s love is 
complete.  We were challenged to pray for 
all of those we encounter during the day.  
The September minutes were approved as 
circulated. 
 

Treasurer’s Report: September was a 
break even for income and expenses.  We are 
down $30,000 YTD expenses over income.  
The Franklin Fund investments continue to 
do well. 
 

Committee Reports:  Dave Allen 
submitted a written reports for Property. 

Rector’s Report:  Fr. 
Joe was on a trip to 
England and Scotland 
with a group of 
parishioners from St. Paul’s 
and was not in attendance. 
 

Old Business:  The Vestry received three 
qualified bid proposals for the replacement 
of the oil tank.  The Vestry approved the 
amount of a new tank of $20,712 and gave 
instructions to start the work.  The Vestry 
recied the invoice for the upgrade LED 
lighting in Crocker Hall for $4,107.20.  The 
amount was verified and approved by the 
Vestry.  Quotations for the Phase !! Of the 
door security system for the church were 
received and discussed.  The Vestry 
approved the amount of #3,245 to put an 
electrified panic hardware device and 

electronic keypad at the side 
endtrance.  This is compatible 
with the first door.  Mary 
Perry explained the SHAPE 
program to help people find 
their ministries here at St. 
Paul’s and laid out the next 
steps in bringing this to each 

member of the church.  The Vestry cave their 
commitment to the program and will 
participate in the roll out.. 
 

New Business:  The Vestry discussed the 
Campus Beautification Proposal of removing 
the overgrown plantings in front of the Guild 
Room windows and replacing them with new 
shrubs and plants.  The Vestry approved the 
cost of $800 to complete the work.. 
 

Closing: The meeting was closed with 
prayer at 9:35 pm. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
David Williams, Warden 

†  Thanksgiving Day Service 

Each year on Thanksgiving morning at 10 am we 

celebrate a service of Holy Communion.  One 

of the highlights of the service is that 

instead of a sermon everyone who 

wants to has a chance to share 

their thanksgivings.  It’s a great 

way to start the day.  Join us. 
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COFFEE HOUR HOSTS 

 

Nov 17th 8 am   SHAPE Ministry  10:30 am SHAPE Ministry 
Nov 24th 8 am    Melody’s    10:30 am  Marie Williams 
Dec   1st 8 am    Trott’s    10:30 am  JoAnn Hornak 

Contact Mary Allen at 

203-775-6633 or 

chamla@charter.net. 

 

mailto:Hi%20Dave. %20Could%20you%20please%20add%20that%20we%20needs%20Coffee%20Hour%20hCHAMLA@CHARTER.NET
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†  Mission Crosses 
 

“Transforming Lives Through Jesus Christ” one mission cross at a time. 

If you would like to share your mission cross story give it to Fr. Joe or send it 

to stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com. 

†  Pray It Up 
 

N otice the Red and White prayer request cards in the 
pew?  Each Sunday, fill out your request, put it in 

the red bowl on the table on the way to communion.  Then 
take a card from the bowl either right then or after service.  
Pray for that request for one week.  How comforting to 
know that your request is being prayed for and that you are 
praying for someone else’s!  You might just be praying for 
the person sitting next to you!  Or, if you’d prefer - please 
send your request to St. Paul’s at prayingnow2@gmail.com!   

S t. Paul’s has started a new ministry … in 

Portuguese!  Our own Joe Bernardo 

prepares a timely message that is available on 

our website, our Facebook page and our 

YouTube channel.  You might want to check it out.  Be 

sure to “like” it and share it with your Portuguese 

friends. 

SAVE THE DATE! 

Tara Shepley will be ordained on 

January 16, 2020 at St. George’s in 

Middlebury at 7:00 pm. 

mailto:stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com
mailto:prayingnow2@gmail.com
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/portugues.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/portugues.html
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†  Wednesday Morning Healing Service  

 

D o you need a pick me up in the middle of the week?  Or are 

you looking for some healing prayer?  Or maybe you’re just 

interested in a smaller, quieter, more intimate worship experience 

than our Sunday celebrations.  Join us each week on Wednesdays at 

10 am for Holy Communion and healing along with an inspirational 

homily from Fr. Joe.  Our mid-week service offers all the above.  

Following the service, coffee and fellowship is available as well as a 

lively Bible Study in the Guild Room until noon. 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/videos/864008333997138/
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/videos/864008333997138/
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†  New St. Paul’s Playgroup Has 

Formed! 

You Are Invited! 

Every Wednesday at 9:00 am 

A 
ll are welcome to join St. Paul's 
Playgroup on Wednesday mornings 
from 9-10 am.  We will meet in the 

nursery on the next three dates: Nov 20, and 
Dec 4 and 11.  Friends are always welcome, 
and we can expand downstairs if needed.  
Please join the Facebook group: St Paul's 
Brookfield Church Playgroup, which is a 
great way to let us know you are coming, 
ask questions, or suggest additional times 
to get together. 
 Come, make new friends.  A free 
ministry of St. Paul’s Church Brookfield.  
Follow the group on our Facebook Page: 
St. Paul’s Brookfield Church Playgroup. 

†  Follow Us Live 

T he best way to participate at St. Paul’s is to attend our worship 
services and join in our various events.  However, there are still times 

when you might be unable to partake because of weather or illness.  Many of 
our services are available on YouTube Live or 
Facebook Live.  It has been used by our “Snow Birds,” 
students away at college, parishioners on vacation and 
former members who have moved away.  Why not 
introduce it to your friends who may be looking for a 
church and don’t know what to expect?  The services 
can be watched live or later online.  Just click on the 
YouTube button (right) or 
tab on our website for 
more info.  

†  Work Quietly and Eat Your Own Food 
 

P aul had won many converts in the city of Thessalonica by speaking of the 
end of the world.  He seriously believed that it was coming soon and 

pressed his listeners on this point.  There was a strong reaction, but one with 
unexpected weaknesses.  Many of the people figured that since the end was 
coming, they should spend their last days in prayer.  Hence they quit their jobs 
and focused on meditation.  This won Christians a bad reputation.  Paul tries to 

counter-act this by citing his own example.  He was a tentmaker  by profession and 
earned enough from this work to pay for his own needs and those of his co-workers. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/301527664071604/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/


 23 

 

 



24  

 

†  Electronic Giving 

A s a reminder, Saint Paul’s continues to offer the electronic giving option for 

making your regular donations.  Contributions can be debited automatically from 

your checking/savings account or your credit/debit card.  Our electronic giving program 

offers convenience for you and provides much needed donation consistency for our 

congregation.  There is no cost to you to use this system.  Also there will be no changes if 

you choose to still use your present method of giving.  The system is simple using the 

following steps below. 

Sign on to the church website at 

www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com.  Click on 

the “Give Now” button at the top left of the 

first page.  Click on the “Create Profile” button to 

create your unique on line profile.  After you 

have created your profile, follow the on line 

instructions to schedule your contribution. 

If you have any questions, please contact 

Chuck Allen at 203-775-6633 or 

treasurer@SaintPaulsBrookfield.com. 

†  Come Saturday 
Morning 

 

E ach Saturday 
morning from 7:30 - 

9  our John 21-12 group 
meets at Theo’s Downtown 
Diner in New Milford.  Join 
friends and lively 
theological discussion.  All 
are welcome. 

†  Greeters Needed 
 

   Greeting people in a warm way makes 
them feel good about their presence in 
church.  At St. Paul’s, we are always 
looking for people who feel called to 
serve in this important ministry.  If you 
are interested in becoming a greeter, 
please contact Pam Szen 
(prszen@gmail.com) or David Szen 

Name Tags - Remember how awkward you felt when you first 
came to St. Paul’s because you didn’t know anyone or when you 
visit a different church?  Name tags help.  So, please be courteous 
to your fellow parishioners, to newcomers, visiting clergy and 
guests by extending a warm welcome to them and by wearing your 
name tag.  And remember to wear them to coffee hour as well. 

 

http://www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com
mailto:treasurer@SaintPaulsBrookfield.com
https://biblehub.com/john/21-12.htm
mailto:prszen@gmail.com
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†  This Sunday’s Readings 

(Click on the red links for the readings) 
 

“Signs of the End” 
 

 Isaiah 65:17-25 

I n this prophetic reading we hear of a blessed time when God will overcome many of 
life’s shortcomings and frustrations.  A prophet probably wrote these words in a period 

after the people had returned from exile but while there was still much cause for 
discouragement.  A new order will come for Jerusalem.  No longer will children 
die young or workers not know the fruits of their labor.  Even the animals will 
enjoy the new age. 

 Canticle 9 (The First Song of Isaiah) 
A canticle of praise announcing the vindication of those who have placed 

their confidences in the Lord God. 
 2 Thessalonians 3:6-13 
In this lesson Paul deals with the problem of those who are so expectant 

that the Lord will come soon and are so meddlesome in the affairs of others 
that they have given up their daily work.  These individuals may have believed 
that they were already exalted to such a spiritual plane that mundane matters 
were no longer a concern for them.. This may seem like piety on their part, but 
it means they have become a problem for others.  Paul reminds them of his 
own example and bluntly rules that such people should either work or else not eat. 

 Luke 21:5-19 
In the gospel passage the disciples are forewarned of the destruction on the Jewish temple 

and of great upheavals in the natural and supernatural order that must take place before the 
end of history.  There will be persecutions and divisions in families.  Individuals will appear 
claiming to be Jesus.  While in some passages the New Testament suggests that the end and 
fulfillment of human time will come quite unexpectedly, here the disciples are advised of a 
period of great tribulation when the powers of evil will make their final onslaught.  In one 
sense this is 
poetic language 
used to 
describe the 
indescribable, 
but it insists 
that the 
ultimate 
meaning of life 
will finally be 
known. 

†  Pick Up Your Copy Today!  

 Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will 

be available at the back of the church. 

†  Sermon Shorts 
 

W hat will we be like in heaven?.  To 

replay all our sermons, audio and 

videos follow this link for the Sunday Sermons.  

Check out our Sermon Archives as well. 

 

 

Luke 21:5-19 
Jesus doesn't promise us an 

easy life.  Instead, he tells us the 

truth.  And he promises us that 

the truth will set us free.  I 

wonder how the words of 

today's passage have been true 

and freeing for us?  

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp28_RCL.html#reading
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp28_RCL.html#response
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp28_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp28_RCL.html#GOSPEL
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermons.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/sermon-archives-2018.html
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†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 

 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 
such a privilege.  The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all 

time.  Please pray for… 
 
.....Brenda Darling and Joe Hock and other 
parishioners convalescing in extended care 
facilities. 
.....St. Paul’s, Windham; Grace Church, 
Windsor; St. James’, Winsted; All Saints’, 
Wolcott. 
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury 
area. 
.....Ministries with older adults; the Brotherhood 
of St. Andrew, and the Daughters of the King. 
.....Ginny Beck, Clayton Ferry, Gary Stein, 
Barbara Hock, Sue Balla, Rose Barrett, Jim 
Megura, Jay Lawrence, Alex, Ed Licence, 
Peter Sr. & Peter, Jr., Anthony, Paul Kovacs, Denise, Lee Rybos, Pam Altemus, Stu 
Terrill, Jennifer, Susan, Cathy Schrull, Bill Schrull, Anja, Katie, Doris, Karen, Pam, 
Kevin West, Pat Jennings, Ray and Peter continued healing. 
.....the people of the Hellenic Republic (Greece); the people of Norway; the Diocese of 
Dornakal (South India) The Rt Revd Vadapalli Prasada Rao; and our sister and brother 
members of the Open Brethren. 
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of ISIS forces.  Pray also 
for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ. 
.....Michael for protection from mortar attacks in Somalia with the UN peacekeeping 
service. 
…..Brookfield Social Services and the families that will 
receive Thanksgiving Dinner from basket collections 
during the month of November. 
.....Kingdom Way Pentecostal Church, Danbury, a 
partner congregation of the Jericho Partnership. 
.....Social Justice. 
.....That the joy and peace we have in our lives may 
encourage others to grow in their faith. 
.....Bill Beattie, founder and chairman of the Jericho 
Partnership, complete healing of Multiple Myeloma. 
.....James for strength, courage and spiritual wisdom as 
he faces some difficult issues. 
.....Julianna, 3 years old, healing of a brain tumor.  Pray also for her parents, Patricia and 
Mikey, and concerned relatives and friends.  

†  This & That & Links 
(Click on pictures or red links for more info) 

 

Links We Like 
 

Things That Make You Think 
 

Back Issues of Sword Points 
 

Lord You Give the Great 

Commission 
 

 “Lord, You Give the Great Commission” 
is a skillful exposition of Christ’s Great 
Commission found in three of the Gospel 
accounts.  This hymn is written by Bishop 
Jeffrey Rowthorn. 

 

 

 

 W hen your soul was bowed in 

sorrow, 

Balm of Gilead did you borrow 

At the gates of day? 

Oh, how praying rests the weary! 

Prayer will change the night to day; 

So when life seems dark and dreary, 

Don't forget to pray. 

http://stpaulswindham.org/
http://gracechurchonthegreen.org/new/
https://www.facebook.com/StJamesWinstedCT4Jesus/?rf=120361691308748
https://www.allsaintswolcott.org/default.asp
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greece
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Norway
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Open_Brethren
http://www.brookfieldct.gov/pages/BrookfieldCT_Social/index
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Kingdom-Way-Pentacostal-Church/102928359772836
https://www.missionstclare.com/english/prayers/27.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/links.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/things-that-make-you-think.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/weekly-qsword-pointsq.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/contact-us.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hiAQjx1iItQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hiAQjx1iItQ
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Just For the Joy of It! 
(And Christian Fellowship) 

†  It Takes An Editorial Board 
Contributors to this Weeks 

Sword Points: 
 

M ary Allen, Chuck Allen, Susan 
Balla, Chris Barrett, Mary Beth 

Durkin, Steve Hemming, Lois Hunt, Fr. Bill 
Loring, Beth Miller, Steven Nagy, Nicole 

O’Connors, Patrick 
O’Connors, Mary 
Perry, Ken Perry, 
Debbi Pomeroy, 
John Sarver, Joe 
Shepley, Tara 
Shepley, Pam Szen, 
David Szen, Ron 
Switzer, Jay Trott, 
John Tuthill, Gail 
Winkley. 

What is in the water at St. Paul’s?  

Our youth are sprouting up right in 

front of our eyes.  Parents Beware! 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fall_of_the_Berlin_Wall
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fall_of_the_Berlin_Wall
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
https://instagram.com/stpaulsb/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/

