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“"Behold, I make all things new" 
Revelation 21:5 

Dear Friends, 

 

T 
hrough the death, resurrection and ascension of Jesus Christ, God 

has filled the whole creation with newness of life.  As new 

creations in Christ, we behold God making all things new, 

including the promised new heaven and new earth coming together even 

now. 

In one sense, we live withing the 

constructs of space and time, as 

evidenced by a changing calendar 

inviting us into a new year, and a 

new decade.  Our call is to straddle 

by grace both this world that is 

passing away, and the world to 

come, a realm of transcendent 

glory among us even now.  God's 

Spirit in us allows us to live 

within, and beyond, our everyday 

circumstances in order to celebrate 

newness of life all around us. 

Welcome to a new season.  May the nearness, and newness, of God's 

presence find a place in our hearts by faith.  Blessings to you all in the 

new creation ahead. 

Faithfully, 

Vol. LXVII - No. 1 
 

The Sword of the 
Spirit was started 

in 1954 by the Rev. 
A. Pierce Middleton 

St. Paul’s Church 
174 Whisconier Road 

Brookfield, Connecticut   06804 

(203) 775-9587 

www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com 
 

The Rev. Joseph Shepley, Rector 

Beth Miller, Parish Office Coordinator 

Dare 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com
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†  This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

Tue, Dec 31 - 9:00 pm - New Year’s Eve Party, Guild Room 
Wed, Jan   1   The Holy Name 
 -10:30 am - Traditional Holy Communion & Parish Hike 

Thu, Jan   2 - 7:00 pm - House Blessing, Bill & Lin Bennett’s 
Fri, Jan   3 - 6:30 pm - Cooking with Tim (Huber) 
Sat, Jan   4 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 
  7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford 
  9:30 am - Sleepy Hollow Church & Cloisters Trip 
Sun, Jan   5   The Epiphany 
 - 8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 
  9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 
  10:30 am - Sunday School 
  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 

Mon, Jan...6   The Epiphany of our Lord 
 -10:00 am - Christian Caring Committee, Guild Room 
  7:00 pm - Stephen Ministry, Guild Room 
  7:00 pm - Men’s Bible Study, Corcker Hall  (YouTube Live) 
Tues, Jan   7 - 9:15 am - Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room 
  5:45 pm - PraiseKicks, Crocker Hall 
  7:15 pm - Boy Scouts Troop #5, Crocker Hall 
Wed, Jan   8 - 9:00 am - Playgroup, Nursery 
  10:00 am - Holy Communion & Healing  (Facebook Live) 
  7:00 pm - Staff Meeting, Rector’s Office 
  7:30 pm - Vestry Meeting, Guild Room 
Thu, Jan    9 - 5:45 pm - PraiseKicks, Crocker Hall 
  7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 
Sat, Jan 11 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 
  7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford 
  9:15 am - PraiseKicks, Cocker Hall 
  10:00 am - Praise Moves, Cocker Hall 
Sun, Jan 12   First Sunday after the Epiphany 
 - 8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 
  9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 
  10:30 am - Sunday School 
  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 

See pages 6-7 for 
a full list of our 

12 Days of 
Christmas Events 

†  Transforming Stewardship 
 

“Then they opened their treasures and offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and 
myrrh."                   Matthew 2:11 

  

T he image of the Magi kneeling before the infant Jesus and opening their treasure 
chests for Him is an image that we should all try to follow each day.  In gratitude for 

all that we have been given, we are called to generously share all of our gifts, not just the 
ones we pick and choose.  God wants us to be generous with everything, but 
especially that one thing that means the most to us. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+21:12&version=NRSVA
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+21:12&version=NRSVA
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
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†  Being a Better Magi   

by John Tuthill 
 

D 
oesn't Jesus seem to specialize in giving Himself to the most noticeably least-
likely people?  Yes - and thank God for that! 
This Sunday all of the appointed Bible readings speak about the Savior coming 

for more than only just to save the Jewish people alone.  The gospel reading is Matthew 2:1-
12 which describes the "visit of the Magi" who wish to see Jesus.  The situation reminds me 
of one of my own most-loved verses, where another group of gentiles approach Philip the 
Apostle.  They have a much easier time of it than do the poor Magi!  All that group need to 
say was: "Sir, we wish to see Jesus." (John 12:21) - and Andrew apparently made that 
happen for them.  Meanwhile, Matthew is the only one of the gospels which records what 
we'll hear about this Sunday, the Magi's visit at the beginning of Jesus' young earthly life.  
In this account, a light that leads the Magi to Jesus is called a "star" (verse 2).  Whatever 
that light actually was (a comet? God's own Shekinah Glory?) that light led them and drew 
these gift-bearing gadabouts to leave their own country and travel the distance to Jerusalem.  
When they arrived, the Magi told Herod the king what they came looking for: "...He who 
has been born King of the Jews."  The "Wise Men" (v.2) are not Jewish at all!  And this text 
omits mentioning even a remote relationship to God's chosen people that they might have.  
Perhaps their only written clue about the meaning of the "star" they followed was a scroll 
which was very over-due back to the Jewish people who were (maybe?) held captive in the 
Magi's homeland generations earlier.  Several commentators suggest that was the case.  
Either way, as gentiles and foreigners, these Magi would most likely have been killed by 
stoning if they would have even thought about setting foot inside the Jerusalem Temple.  
Fortunately for them, a very worried King Herod learned from consulting the chief priests 
and scribes that the Christ was promised to be born in Bethlehem.  Micah the Prophet 

recorded that prophecy centuries earlier.  So, Herod sent the 
Magi out to Bethlehem.  He also directed them to report back 
as soon as they discover the exact whereabouts of the Christ-
child.  As Herod told the Magi, he would like (so much) to go 
out to "worship" the new-born King too, at his very earliest 
convenience.  Meanwhile, the priests, the Pharisees, the 
Sadducees and the scribes all called it a day and they returned 
back to their busy job at the Temple, reading the scriptures 
which were all pointing ahead to the Messiah.  But, there is no 
mention in the text that they themselves traveled with the 
Magi the last five or six miles of their long journey out to 
Bethlehem, or to just follow the star themselves in order to 
see the Savior. 
 Many sermons elsewhere have been preached at this time 

of year with an emphasis on the "wise men" and why a clear lesson that Matthew must have 
intended was that everyone should really try being much more like them.  Lots of credit has 
been given to these pagan astrologers from the East because, after all, they followed their 
own wisdom to find Jesus and, see?  It led them - straight to Jesus.  Right?  Dimly, I can 
recall from my early teens that sermon messages on Epiphany were sometimes about 
making a new-year's resolution to just try being more like the "Magi."  We were encouraged 
to find Jesus in our own lives by using the amazing powers of our own wisdom to follow the 
light to Jesus - just like the "three kings" that found Him.  Lately, however, I'm not so 
certain.  Was this really Matthew's intended message about the Magi?  To start with, it is not 
so clear that the "worship" the Magi are described doing when they were led by the light to 
Jesus was for certain more than only the kind of action and gift-giving that would ordinarily 
be done for a very powerful king of a worldly kingdom.  In other words, perhaps the Magi 
were given a clear understanding that Jesus is the King and is Almighty God that has 
entered into His own creation.  But, perhaps they were not given quite that much to know all 
at that time.  Either seems possible, at least to me.  But Matthew goes to such great lengths 
to demonstrate the intricate details of Jesus fulfilling every one of so many Jewish 
prerequisites for being the Jewish Messiah.  That the Magi go out to see Jesus and not the 
priests and that whole crowd is such a curve-ball!  Mathew writes under the inspiration of 

(Continued on page 5) 
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the Holy Spirit and everything is turned onto its head.  These "Magi" (from which we get 
our words "magic" and "magicians", etc.) were mystically follower of other "gods" rather 
than Yahweh.  To a Jewish audience of Matthew's Gospel, this absolutely makes them seem 
to be the most dis-qualified of all people to be divinely led out to see Jesus.  And yet... that 
is the grace of God!  We have the same outrageous gospel "Good News" for you and for me 
today.  We have the revealing of God in Jesus which allows us to be "born again" just as we 
also had no ability to make ourselves born the first time.  For example, Peter in Matthew 
16:16 was enabled by the Father to see and to say to Jesus, "You are the Christ...!"  And, 
John's Gospel says that even John the Baptist had to be shown that his own cousin, Jesus, 
was the "Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world" (John 1:35).  Otherwise, as 
"JTB" himself said emphatically (twice!) "I myself did not know Him." and "Otherwise, I 
would not have known Him" (John 1:31 and 1:33).  If that was true for Peter and for "JTB" - 
how much more true would it be 
for us to know Jesus and to be 
drawn to follow Him?  The 
"Magi" brought prophetic gifts of 
"gold, frankincense and myrrh" 
for Jesus.  But the treasure we 
carry in the "jars of clay" that we 
are, is that the light that shines out 
of darkness is the "knowledge of 
the glory of God in the face of 
Jesus Christ...the surpassing 
power (which) belongs to God 
and not to us" (2 Corinthians 4:6-7 
ESV). 

     Thanks be to God! 

(Continued from page 4) Being a Better Magi   

"Everything we 
have has come 
from you, and 
we give you only 
what you first 
gave us!"  
(1 Chron. 29:14 
NLT) Painting 
by Fritz von 
Uhde (1885) 

"The Mealtime 
Prayer".  

God with us! 
(the most 
unlikely) 
"Immanuel"! 

T he mission committee would like to 

thank all of our extremely generous 

parishioners at St. Paul's for their help with the 

mission projects for Thanksgiving and Christmas.  Our 

Thanksgiving baskets were filled to way overflowing with 

such bounty for our 2 families! 

You all have such giving hearts - our Giving Tree gift tags 

were gone as fast as we hung them!  Also a special thank you to 

Mary and Chuck Allen.  Our always faithful deliverers!  We are 

so blessed to be a part of God's community that reaches out to 

those in need.  Thank you all.  God bless you. 



6  

  

Thu, Dec 26 -  

       “Hot Dogs and 

Holiday Lights.”  A 

great combination.  We 

know 

where the best 

are and we’ll 

carpool at 

6:30 pm and 

have a blast. 
 

Fri, Dec 27 - Join us at 6:30 in your 

“Festive Holiday” sweater for a Potluck / 

Cookout Dinner / Game & 

Movie Night Extravaganza.  

Many new categories!  

Everyone’s a winner.  Fun 

for the whole family. 
 

Sat, Dec 28 - Start with our 7:30 am Men’s 

Prayer Breakfast in Crocker Hall; then at 

9:30 we are off to NYC and the Bronx 

Botanical Garden for its Holiday Train 

Show * and a musical per formance by 

the Ridgefield Chorale. 

(Continued on page 7) 

T he Twelve Days of Christmas is probably the most misunderstood part of the 
church year among Christians who are not part of liturgical church traditions.  Contrary to 
much popular belief, these are not the twelve days before Christmas, but in most of the 
Western Church are the twelve days from Christmas until the beginning of Epiphany 
(January 6th; the 12 days count from December 25th until January 5th). 

We are celebrating the Christmas season with plenty of opportunities to Worship, 
Celebrate, Fellowship, Outreach, Reflect and Discover. 

Take part in as many activities as you can.  Merry Christmas. 

* All events are open to everyone 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8iV8iSAL0aE
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Sun, Dec 29 -  

       Worship with us at 8 - Traditional 

Eucharist or 10:30 am - Contemporary 

Eucharist.  In between our Rector’s Forum at 

9:30 will be “O Little Town of Bethlehem,” 

a special presentation from our Holy Land 

pilgrims who have 

visited the birthplace 

of the Christ child. 
 

Mon, Dec 30 - Watch the movie “St. John in 

Exile.”  St. John 

has been punished 

in exile to the 

island of Patmos.  

He is all alone and 

has time to reflect 

and tell us about 

his life, faith and 

troubles. This is a 

one man play 

developed by 

Dean Jones.  This 

event is hosted by 

our Monday Night 

Men’s Bible Study. 
 

Tue, Dec 31 - New Year’s Eve Party 

Celebrate the New Year in style in our Guild 

Room at 9 pm.  We’ll party ‘til 11:30 then 

celebrate the 1st Eucharist of 

2019.  Bring your favorite dip 

or appetizer. 
 

Wed, Jan  1 - Feast of the 

Holy Name 

  Start the New Year with 

Holy Eucharist at 10:30 am.  Following the 

service we’ll head across the street for a 

brief, family friendly hike in Williams Park. 

 

Thu, Jan  2   

Join us at 7 pm at the home of Linda & Bill 

Bennett in Brookfield for a House Blessing 

that includes 

Holy Eucharist, 

dessert and 

fellowship. 

 

Fri, Jan  3 - New this year, Cooking 

with Tim. *  This event will 

be half cooking lesson, half 

dinner party, full great 

fellowship.  At the home of 

Laine & Tim Huber. 
 

 

Sat, Jan  4  Windows & Tapestries *  First 

we’re heading to Sleepy Hollow, NY to 

check out 

Chagall and 

Matisse 

stained glass 

windows at 

Union 

Church.  

Then we’re off to the Cloisters, a branch of 

the Metropolitan Museum of Art that houses 

nearly 5,000 medieval works in a building 

comprised of several structures from Europe.  
 

Sun, Jan  5 - To 

concluded our 12 

Day festivities, 

we’ll celebrate the 

Epiphany at our 

regular 8 and 10:30 

Sunday worship 

services. 

 

Schedule subject to 

change; some events require signup in 

advance. dszen@yahoo.com 

(Continued from page 6) 

12 Days of Christmas 

R emember, Christmas is about giving, so for the 12 Days of Christmas, support 

the Jericho Partnership by bringing in food for their pantry, coats, books for 

children, socks and toiletries for the homeless.  They’ll be blessed and so will you. 

mailto:prszen@gmail
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The below message is from Rev. Agnes Kamashara.  Wow!  That's all I can say.  This is 

an amazing testimony of what God can do not only to reconcile us to Himself, but also us to 
each other.  I am so glad we are supporting their prison ministry.  I can't wait to go to 
Rwanda to meet with them.  Would any of you like to come with me?  I really would love to 
have a group of us go from St. Paul's. 

In Christ, 
Bill Schrull 
 
Dear William, 
I greet you in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 
It has taken long time without writing, but this has been due to very many works we have 

been involved in because of the ending of the year. we went to the prison a lot, working 
together with them, distributing books and bibles to them, studying with them the bible, 
doing counseling and guidance to the prison who are having special problems and always 
praying together with them. 

The Lord God through your prayers and donations is doing miracles among prisoners 
who are studying the bible in small groups, on Sunday December 22nd, 2019 we baptized 46 
prisoners. 

On December 12th, 2019 38 prisoners whom we have been studying the bible together in 
small groups in Musanze prison, the word of God reached their hearts, they confessed the sin 

of killing many families in genocide in Rwanda a 
sin which they had hidden in their hearts since 
1995 when they were put in prison, even in court, 
they had denied it, but because of studying the 
bible, they revealed their sins, they confessed, we 
prayed for them and on the date of 12th December 
the people who survived their killings and they are 
the relatives of the people whom they killed were 
called to come to meet them so that those prisoners 
also ask them for forgiveness. 
 I am making a written report of 4 months I will 
include the photos of those events I will send all of 
them to you very soon.  We again thank you so 
much for the your prayers and support us. 
 We very much need to host you in Shyira 

Diocese and to take you to meet the prisoners whose lives have been transformed due to the 
daily study of the bible while using bibles and study guide books you gave them.  We thank 
you a lot.  May God bless you abundantly. 

We are continuing to pray for you, your family and 
the whole church that the Lord God continues to bless 
you with His grace, Mercy and courage so that all works 
you do prospers, all works you do overflows with God’s 
oil of endless joy and heavenly blessings, May God 
bless you with living longer, with good health and 
abundant peace. 

Please greet the whole family for us. 
We also wish you Merry Christmas and a Happy 

new year of 2020. 
 
Thank you so much 
Yours in Jesus Christ 
Rev. Agnes Kamashara 

†  Doing Miracles Among Prisoners   

Year End Donations - Donors must deliver checks on or by Sunday, 
December 31st in order to claim a charitable contribution deduction for 
2019.  Checks that are placed in the church offering on the first or subsequent 
Sundays in 2020 will not qualify for a charitable contribution for 2019, even if the 
check is predated to 2019 or actually written in 2019. 
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†  Boundless Riches  

 

Isaiah 60:1-6  •  Psalm 72:1-7,10-14  •  Ephesians 3:1-12  •  Matthew 2:1-12 
 

T o avoid the pitfall of depression, prayer should precede exposure to the news.  Time 
should be given to biblical words and narrative and poetry and long silences.  Keep 

the dictionary close, pick up a pen, and throw prayers at heaven.  Most importantly, give 
thanks.  Eventually, however, the business of the day must begin and the onslaught of 
distress.  “For darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples” (Isa. 60:2).  
One might think the prophet Isaiah is describing yesterday, today, and tomorrow.  He is not, 
however, describing forever. 

In the midst of travail and sorrow, God has set a great light over an elect people to which 
all the nations of the earth are drawn.  “Lift up your eyes and look around; they all gather 

together, they come to you; your sons shall come from 
far away, and your daughters shall be carried in your 
nurses’ arms” (60:4).  This messianic vision of 
migrations is also one of astounding joy.  “Then you will 
see and be radiant; your heart shall thrill and rejoice, 
because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you, 
the wealth of the nations shall come to you” (60:5).  No 
bad news should be allowed to extinguish hope from 
hearts of those who have heard the good news of Jesus 
Christ, the Light of the World, the center of all things. 
 The vision of Gentile nations moving toward 
Jerusalem anticipates salvation realized in Christ Jesus.  
They “have become fellow heirs, members of the same 
body, and sharers in the promises in Christ Jesus. … 
Although I am the least of all the saints, this grace has 
been given to me to bring to the Gentiles the news of the 
boundless riches of Christ” (Eph. 3:6-8).  The epistle 
further describes the good news of Christ as “the wisdom 
of God in its rich variety” (Eph. 3:10).  There is no limit 
to the outpouring of grace given in Christ, for he is an 
outpouring of love from the Father’s heart (John 1:18).  
Flesh of our flesh and bone of our bone, Jesus Christ 
gave himself in love to the end, accepting and absorbing 
every bitter blow, every insult, and every torment until 
death.  In his living and dying and rising again, he gave 
and still gives the boundless riches of new life.  Death 
does not defeat him.  His is life forevermore. 
 Meditating on the wealth of Christ, the author of 
Ephesians erupts in praise and supplication: “For this 
reason, I bow my knees before the Father, from whom 

every family in heaven and on earth takes its name.  I pray that, according to the riches of his 
glory, he may grant that you may be strengthened in your inner being with power through 
his Spirit, and that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith, as you are being rooted and 
grounded in love.  I pray that you may have the power to comprehend, with all the saints, 
what is the breadth and length and height and depth, and to know the love of Christ that 
surpasses knowledge, so that you may be filled with all the fullness of God” (3:14-19). 

Receiving the boundless grace of Christ, we might ask, “How will I repay the Lord for 
all the good he has done for me?” (Ps. 116:10).  Repayment is itself an act of grace, a free 
opening of one’s heart to God.  Like the wise men of old, we bend the knee, pay him 
homage, and open the treasure box that God has filled. 
 

Look It Up 
Read Ephesians 3:8-10.  
 

Think About It 
Always new, boundless, and varied.            - from The Living Church, 2019 

https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearABC_RCL/Epiphany/Epiph_RCL.html#Ot1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearABC_RCL/Epiphany/Epiph_RCL.html#Ps1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearABC_RCL/Epiphany/Epiph_RCL.html#Nt1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearABC_RCL/Epiphany/Epiph_RCL.html#Gsp1
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=444777512
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†  Art in the Christian Tradition 
The Flight Into Egypt 

 

 About 1300 Croughton, Northants (‡Peterborough) c.1310 
  

C roughton once had a very full scheme of a 14th century painting on the south wall 
devoted mainly to a Cycle of the Life of the Virgin and one of the Infancy of Christ.  

Much of both has now gone or is fragmentary and almost indecipherable, but EW Tristram 
praised these paintings for their quality - he found small amounts of blue and vermilion 
pigment, traces of underdrawing and setting-out lines, and a general similarity to 
manuscript painting such as that in the Psalter of Robert de Lisle and the (later) Holkham 
Hall Bible. 

At the left above is part of the damaged and 
incomplete Life of the Virgin, with a very graceful 
female figure at the left showing well after restoration, 
and below it are the clearest scenes in the Infancy 
Cycle.  On the left, painted as usual in unflinching 
detail, is the Massacre of the Innocents; a seated 
woman in a red robe holds out a baby, which is about 
to be seized by a mostly obscure soldier holding his 
sword in readiness above his head.  Another soldier, 
with a scabbard slung at his hip is at the far right 
holding a child upside down by its foot. 
 Without a break, the Holy Family is shown 
making their escape further to the right.  Mary, in 
a blue robe and holding the Christ Child, sits on a 
plodding yellow donkey, its reins held by Joseph, 
a staff over his shoulder, at the far right. 
 The poignant and timeless scene is surrounded 
like all those on this wall at Croughton by a 
chevron border, striving for three-dimensionality. 

†  This Date on the Church Calendar 
 

Monday, January 6th 
 

The Epiphany of Our Lord Jesus Christ 
 

T he name “Epiphany” is derived from a 
Greek word meaning “manifestation” or 

“appearing.”  Anglican Prayer Books interpret the 
word with an alternative title, “The Manifestation 
of Christ to the Gentiles.”  The last phrase, of 
course, is a reference to the story of the Wise Men 
from the East. 

A Christian observance on January 6 is found as 
early as the end of the second century in Egypt.  The 
feast combined commemorations of the visit of the 
Magi, led by the star of Bethlehem; the Baptism of Jesus 
in the waters of the River Jordan; and Jesus’ first recorded 
miracle, the changing of water into wine at the marriage of 
Cana of Galilee - all thought of as manifestations of the incarnate Lord. 

The Epiphany is still the primary Feast of the Incarnation in Eastern Churches, and the 
three-fold emphasis is still prominent.  In the West, however, including Anglican Churches, 
the story of the Wise Men has tended to overshadow the other two events.  Modern 
lectionary reform, reflected in the 1979 Prayer Book, has recovered the primitive trilogy, by 
setting the event of the Baptism as the theme of the First Sunday after the Epiphany in all 
three years, and by providing the story of the Miracle at Cana as the Gospel for the Second 
Sunday after the Epiphany in Year C. 
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W e hear about Herod’s 

command to the Magi “to 

go and seek diligently for the 

child…”  As grateful disciples and 

followers, we need also to search 

for Jesus, to listen to his teachings, to worship together as a supporting 

community, and to carry out his mandate to love and serve others in his 

name.  May we always be led by the star of his generous and eternal love!  

†  “Away in a Manger, No Crib for His Bed”  
 

M 
angers are odd little things.  
They're feeding troughs, of 
course.  In ancient Israel, 

they were made of stone.  
They're not super-comfortable, but you 

know what?  In a pinch, they can be kind 
of protective. 

That's why experts -priests who lived 
near Bethlehem, near a hill known for 
raising sacrificial lambs - would put lambs 
in them.  

 Not all the lambs; just the ones they thought 
were without blemish and suitable for the blood 
sacrifices that took place twice a day.  
Sacrifices to cover sin.  
 These were the lambs Bethlehem was 
famous for.  There was a hill there with a tower, 
"Migdal Eder," and the flocks nearby were the 
ones that yielded lambs for sacrifice. 
 The priests wanted to keep the lambs 
without bumps and bruises.  So they'd wrap 
them up tightly.  They'd swaddle them, 
wrapping them in cloths, like precious and 
terribly fragile bottles of wine.  
 And they'd lay them in a manger. 
"Manger" is only mentioned in one account of 

Jesus' birth.  (It's in Luke.)  And it makes sense.  There's really only a small group of people 
who would understand it's significance. And they are the very ones who hear the words:  

"You will find a baby wrapped in cloths, and lying in a manger." 
Shepherds!  The shepherds of the sacrificial flock.  
They knew what the cloths and the manger meant.  
"This will be a sign to you," the angel said.  And it was.  It wouldn't have been a sign to 

many.  But to them?  Most definitely.  And this sign was staggering. 
The long-expected King wasn't headed to a palace.  No, this was going to be different. 
He was going to be sacrificed. 
They knew where the Messiah was born... but they also knew where He was headed.  
"Peace on earth 
and mercy mild 
God and sinners, reconciled." 
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†  This Date on the Church Calendar 
 

Wednesday, January 1st 
 

The Feast of the Holy Name of Our Lord Jesus Christ 
 

O n the church’s liturgical calendar, New Year’s Day, January 1, is also the Feast of 
the Holy Name of Our Lord Jesus Christ.  It is also sometimes called the Feast of 

the Circumcision, since it is observed on the eighth day or “octave” of Jesus’ birth, when, in 
Jewish tradition, infant boys are circumcised and named, in accordance with the Law of 
Moses (Leviticus 12:3). 

“After eight days had passed, it was time to circumcise the child; and he was called 
Jesus, the name given by the angel before he was conceived in the womb” (Luke 2:21). 

The name “Jesus” comes from Joshua or Y ehoshuah, the Hebrew word for “savior” or 
“deliverer.”  Devotion to the Holy Name can be traced back to Paul’s Letter to the 
Philippians, which says God highly exalted Jesus “and gave him the name that is above 
every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and 
under the earth” (Philippians 2:9-11). 

The observance of the Circumcision on the first day of January was originally 
designated as a fast day in A.D. 567, to counter pagan festivals that occurred at the 
beginning of each new year.  Eventually it evolved into a feast day, celebrating the naming 
of Jesus and his circumcision; in Jewish tradition circumcisions are often a festive 
occasions, when family and friends gather to witness the naming of the child. 

Collect for the Holy Name 
Eternal Father, you gave to your incarnate Son the holy name of Jesus to be the sign of 

our salvation: Plant in every heart, we pray, the love of him who is the Savior of the world, 
our Lord Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, in glory 
everlasting.  Amen (Book of Common Prayer, p. 213). 

Hymn 435  (The Hymnal 1982) 
At the Name of Jesus 
every knee shall bow, 
every tongue confess him 
King of glory now; 
‘tis the Father’s pleasure 
we should call him Lord, 
who from the beginning 
was the mighty Word. … 
 
Name him, Christians, name him, 
with love strong as death, 
name with awe and wonder 
and with bated breath; 
he is God the Saviour, 
he is Christ the Lord, 
ever to be worshiped, 
trusted, and adored. 
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†  Wednesday Morning Healing Service  
 
 

D o you need a pick me up in the middle of the week?  

Or are you looking for some healing prayer?  How 

about some familiar contemporary music.  Or maybe you’re 

just interested in a smaller, quieter, more intimate worship 

experience than our Sunday celebrations.  Join us each week 

on Wednesdays at 10 am for Holy Communion and healing 

along with an inspirational homily from Fr. Joe.  Our mid-

week service offers all the above.  Following the service, 

coffee and fellowship is available as well as a lively Bible 

Study in the Guild Room until noon. 

†  Happy Birthday 
 

T oday is the big day for David Greeley & Michelle Crisalli.  

Darin Crocker celebrates Thursday!  Saturday is cake 

cutting day for Cathy Schrull, Heidi Pinheiro & Sophia Tilford.  On 

Sunday, Kimberly Stein will be opening 

presents.  Have a blessed day everyone! 

 

An Open invitation 

Deacon Tara Shepley has begun her new ministry at St. 

George’s Church In Middlebury.  

 

She welcomes us to visit on any Sunday. 

Bible Study 8:30 am 

Worship 9:30 am 

St. George’s Church 

Tucker Hill Rd., Middlebury 

The Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study will be studying, THE GOSPEL OF LUKE, 

starting Tuesday, January 14th at 9:15AM in the Guild Room. 

In the New Testament's longest book, Luke, the physician friend of the Apostle Paul, 

reveals Jesus as the Man who came to save all - including women, the 

poor, the outcast, the sick and the ordinary, everyday people of every 

nation, Luke's vivid, fast-moving report offers a gospel of reconciliation 

and celebration. 

 This Bible study traces Luke's story from the announcement of Jesus' 

birth, through His ministry in Galilee and His training of the disciples on 

the way to Jerusalem, to His submission to the crucifixion and His ultimate 

triumph in the resurrection. 

 This will be an 17 week study of amazing discussions and 

enlightenment.  Please join us!!! 

 Please join us in study on Tuesday's from 9:15AM-11:00AM.  Please 

register by January 1st, by emailing Debbi Pomeroy at debbi415@aol.com.  

Workbooks are $11 

 

https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/videos/vb.1673039512948004/1329620687241883/?type=2&theater&notif_t=page_post_reaction&notif_id=1576696109098179
mailto:debbi415@aol.com
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COFFEE HOUR HOSTS 

 

Jan   5th 8 am    Joan Boehm    10:30 am  Jack Collins 
Jan 12th 8 am    Carol & Ray Ferro  10:30 am  Julie & Paul Astbury 
Jan 19th 8 am -   Wanzer’s     10:30 am Beth Beck 

Contact Mary Allen at 

203-775-6633 or 

chamla@charter.net. 

 

mailto:Hi%20Dave. %20Could%20you%20please%20add%20that%20we%20needs%20Coffee%20Hour%20hCHAMLA@CHARTER.NET
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Hyena Den 

 

†  Transforming Saints of God 
 

Tuesday, December 31st 
 

Samuel Ajayi Crowther 
Bishop in the Niger Territories, 1891 

 

In Canterbury Cathedral on St. Peter’s Day, June 29, 1864, Samuel 
Ajayi Crowther (c. 1807 – 1891) was ordained the first African bishop 
in Nigeria for “the countries of Western Africa beyond the limits of the 
Queen’s domains.” 

Crowther’s gifts to the church were many.  A skilled linguist, he 
helped translate the Bible and Book of Common Prayer into Yoruba 
and other West African languages.  He founded schools and training 
colleges, where he encouraged the study of the Gospel, traditional 
subjects, and farming methods that allowed students to raise 
basic crops and cotton as sources of income. 

As a child, Crowther had been captured in 1822 during a 
Nigerian civil war and sold to Portuguese slave traders.  
Intercepted by a British anti-slavery patrol, the ship and its 
human cargo were taken to Freetown, Sierra Leone, a haven 
for freed captives after the British Parliament abolished the 
slave trade in 1807.  There Crowther was educated at a Church 
Missionary Society (CMS) school, was baptized in 1825, and 
became a teacher in Sierra Leone, an active center of African Christian ministry that sent 
indigenous lay and ordained ministers throughout West Africa. 

Crowther’s leadership skills were soon evident, and in 1842 the CMS sent him to their 
Islington, England, training college.  He was ordained a year later, returned to Sierra Leone, 
and then moved on to Yoruba territory.  He also made extended mission journeys to the 
interior of Nigeria, where in encounters with Muslims he was known as a humble, patient 
listener and a thoughtful, non-polemical partner in dialogue. 

At the time of his ordination as bishop, the British tried to keep missionary activity 
solely under the control of white British clerics, some of whom set about subverting 
Crowther’s authority, something he patiently endured, while actively continuing his 
expansive work among Africans.  Despite the difficulties, Crowther’s achievement was 
considerable, and he has been called the most widely known African Christian of the 
nineteenth century.  He created a solid base from which a much later generation of 
indigenous African leadership emerged to chart their own political and ecclesial futures. 

 

†  St. Paul’s Playgroup!  You Are Invited! 

Every Wednesday at 9:00 am 

A 
ll are welcome to join St. Paul's Playgroup on 
Wednesday mornings from 9-10 am.  As you 
know, the Playgroup was taking a break for 

Christmas, and we will start up again on Wed, Jan 8th.  
Friends are always welcome, and we are currently 
meeting in the cozy confines of the nursery at 
church.  Please join the Facebook group: St Paul's 
Brookfield Church Playgroup, which is a great way to 
let us know you are coming, ask questions, or 
suggest additional times to get together. 
 Come, make new friends.  A free ministry of St. 
Paul’s Church Brookfield.  Follow the group on our 
Facebook Page: St. Paul’s Brookfield Church 
Playgroup. 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/301527664071604/
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†  Pray It Up 
 

N otice the Red and White prayer request cards in the 
pew?  Each Sunday, fill out your request, put it in 

the red bowl on the table on the way to communion.  Then 
take a card from the bowl either right then or after service.  
Pray for that request for one week.  How comforting to 
know that your request is being prayed for and that you are 
praying for someone else’s!  You might just be praying for 
the person sitting next to you!  Or, if you’d prefer - please 
send your request to St. Paul’s at prayingnow2@gmail.com!   

 

SAVE THE DATE! 

Tara Shepley will be ordained on 

January 16, 2020 at St. George’s 

in Middlebury at 7:00 pm. 

†  Happy Anniversary 

On Sunday January 12th, 2020 Fr. Jim 

Wheeler will celebrate and preach at St. 

Paul’s on the 40th anniversary of his 

ordination to the priesthood.  

Recently retired, Jim is the former 

rector of St. Paul’s, Woodbury and St. John’s, Stamford. 

S t. Paul’s has started a new ministry … in 

Portuguese!  Our own Joe Bernardo 

prepares a timely message that is available on 

our website, our Facebook page and our 

YouTube channel.  You might want to check it out.  Be 

sure to “like” it and share it with your Portuguese 

friends. 

†  He Shall Be Called a Nazarene 
 

T he original language of the Bible was rich in word play.  Several of the 
authors used what we would call puns.  These had a practical as well as 

artistic purpose.  Since few people could read, it was necessary to hold 
large sections of the scriptures in memory.  Playing upon words aided this 

accomplishment.  Sadly, most translations fail to convey the puns.  The gospel 
of Matthew is a good example. 

 In Hebrew the word "netser" means "branch."  It can refer to a plant branch or 

to the "branch" of a family tree.  The most important family in Israel was that of 

David.  Isaiah 11:1 talks about a "shoot (or branch) sprouting from the stump 

of Jesse (David's father).  Matthew seems to be connecting the name of the 

town, Nazareth with the netser of the royal family. 

mailto:prayingnow2@gmail.com
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/portugues.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/portugues.html
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†  Electronic Giving 

A s a reminder, Saint Paul’s continues to offer the electronic giving option for 

making your regular donations.  Contributions can be debited automatically from 

your checking/savings account or your credit/debit card.  Our electronic giving program 

offers convenience for you and provides much needed donation consistency for our 

congregation.  There is no cost to you to use this system.  Also there will be no changes if 

you choose to still use your present method of giving.  The system is simple using the 

following steps below. 

Sign on to the church website at 

www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com.  Click on 

the “Give Now” button at the top left of the 

first page.  Click on the “Create Profile” button to 

create your unique on line profile.  After you 

have created your profile, follow the on line 

instructions to schedule your contribution. 

If you have any questions, please contact 

Chuck Allen at 203-775-6633 or 

treasurer@SaintPaulsBrookfield.com. 

†  Come Saturday 
Morning 

 

E ach Saturday 
morning from 7:30 - 

9  our John 21-12 group 
meets at Theo’s Downtown 
Diner in New Milford.  Join 
friends and lively 
theological discussion.  All 
are welcome. 

 

Take a Hanger 

Fill a Hanger 

We are holding our annual Coat Drive to benefit the various agencies in 

Danbury supported by the Jericho Partnership.  “Take a Hanger” from 

the rack we’ll have at the back of the church this weekend.  Check your 

closets for those unused coats.  And “Fill a Hanger.”  Bring it back to 

St. Paul’s and we’ll get that coat on the back of someone who needs it. 

http://www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com
mailto:treasurer@SaintPaulsBrookfield.com
https://biblehub.com/john/21-12.htm
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†  This Sunday’s Readings 

 

The Light of Christ 
 

 Isaiah 60:1-6 

I n our Hebrew scripture lesson the prophet envisions the end of exile and the glorious 
restoration of Jerusalem.  Although darkness covers the earth, the Lord will be a light 

making God’s people shine.  To this radiance shall come the nations.  Rich treasures will be 
brought from afar to honor God. 
 Psalm 72:1-7,10-14 

The psalm asks that God endow the king with compassionate justice and 
righteousness, and that his reign may extend over all nations and throughout 
all generations. 
 Ephesians 3:1-12 

Here is set forth the great theme of Paul’s apostolic commission: the 
revealed mystery that Christ’s salvation extends beyond Judaism to include all 
peoples.  The apostle is near the end of his ministry and in prison at the time 
of the writing of this letter.  Now it is recognized as God’s eternal purpose that 
the Gentiles are to be members of the same body.  The wisdom of God is 
made known through the church even in transcendental realms. 
 Matthew 2:1-12 

Our gospel is the story of the wise men from the east, who, guided by a 
star, come to worship the child born to be king.  Despite the wicked plotting 
of Herod, the Magi are able to bring their gifts to Jesus without betraying his 
exact location.  Early Christians found in the rich symbolism and motifs of the 
story the fulfillment of both Hebrew scripture prophecy and the dreams of 
many peoples.  The meaning of this birth, amid terrifyingly human circumstances, enlightens 
and transcends human history. 

†  Pick Up Your Copy Today!  

 Synthesis Study Guides for each weeks readings will be 

available at the back of the church. 

†  Sermon Shorts 
 

B irth, Adoption, Destiny.  To replay all our 

sermons, audio and videos follow this link 

for the Sunday Sermons.  Check out our Sermon 

Archives as well. 

 

 

Matthew 2:1-12 
That this comet is 

understood to be a sign of 

the birth of a "child who 

has been born King of the 

Jews" is particularly 

frightening to Herod since 

HE is King of the Jews 

and this unknown child is a 

threat to him and his heirs.  

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearABC_RCL/Epiphany/Epiph_RCL.html#OLDTEST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearABC_RCL/Epiphany/Epiph_RCL.html#OLDTEST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearABC_RCL/Epiphany/Epiph_RCL.html#OLDTEST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearABC_RCL/Epiphany/Epiph_RCL.html#OLDTEST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearABC_RCL/Epiphany/Epiph_RCL.html#OLDTEST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearABC_RCL/Epiphany/Epiph_RCL.html#OLDTEST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearABC_RCL/Epiphany/Epiph_RCL.html#PSALM
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearABC_RCL/Epiphany/Epiph_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearABC_RCL/Epiphany/Epiph_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearABC_RCL/Epiphany/Epiph_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearABC_RCL/Epiphany/Epiph_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearABC_RCL/Epiphany/Epiph_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearABC_RCL/Epiphany/Epiph_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearABC_RCL/Epiphany/Epiph_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearABC_RCL/Epiphany/Epiph_RCL.html#GOSPEL
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermons.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/sermon-archives-2018.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/sermon-archives-2018.html
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†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 

 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 
such a privilege.  The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all 

time.  Please pray for… 
 
.....Brenda Darling and Joe Hock and other 
parishioners convalescing in extended care 
facilities. 
.....St. Paul’s, Brookfield; Trinity, Brooklyn; St. 
Peter’s, Cheshire. 
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater 
Danbury area. 
.....For all immigrants, refugees and the 
ministries that serve them, especially IRIS - 
Integrated Refugee and Immigrant Services, 
New Haven and the Let My People Go Ministry 
Network. 
.....Ginny Beck, Clayton Ferry, Gary Stein, 
Barbara Hock, Sue Balla, Rose Barrett, Jim Megura, Jay Lawrence, Alex, Ed Licence, 
Peter Sr. & Peter, Jr., Anthony, Paul Kovacs, Denise, Lee Rybos, Pam Altemus, Stu 
Terrill, Jennifer, Susan, Cathy Schrull, Anja, Katie, Doris, Karen, Pam, Kevin West, 
Pat Jennings, Beverly Hall, Ray and Peter continued healing. 
.....the people of the Republic of Moldova; the people of Transnistria; the Diocese of George 
(Southern Africa) The Rt Revd Brian Marajh; and our sister and brother members of the 
Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America. 
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of ISIS forces.  Pray also 
for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know 
Jesus Christ. 
.....Michael for  protection from mor tar  attacks in 
Somalia with the UN peacekeeping service. 
…..Faith Food Pantry, Newtown, which is the recipient of 
our food basket collections for the month of January.  
.....French Speaking Baptist Church, Danbury, a partner 
congregation of the Jericho Partnership. 
.....Those Who Suffer for the Sake of Conscience. 
.....that we are generous with all of our gifts, especially the 
one thing that means the most to us. 
.....Bill Beattie, founder  and chairman of the Jer icho 
Partnership, complete healing of Multiple Myeloma. 
.....James for  strength, courage and spir itual wisdom as he faces some difficult issues. 

†  This & That & Links 
(Click on pictures or red links for more info) 

 

Links We Like 
 

Things That Make You Think 
 

Back Issues of Sword Points 
 

Gold, Frankincense & 

Myrrh 

 

 Why did the wise men bring gifts 
of gold, frankincense, and myrrh? We 
don't know for sure, but there is some 
powerful symbolism that relates each 
of these to the atonement, death, and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ, teaching 
us that all things point to Him.  

 

 

 

https://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/
http://www.trinitychurchbrooklyn.org/
https://stpeterscheshire.org/
https://stpeterscheshire.org/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Moldova
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_sovereign_states#Transnistria
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Antiochian_Orthodox_Christian_Archdiocese_of_North_America
http://www.newtownfoodpantry.org/
http://www.churchfinder.com/churches/ct/danbury/french-speaking-baptist-chapel-danbury
https://www.missionstclare.com/english/prayers/26.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/links.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/things-that-make-you-think.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/weekly-qsword-pointsq.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/contact-us.html
iframe width=%22560%22 height=%22315%22 src=%22https:/www.youtube.com/embed/UVMTIE6kJ5M%22 frameborder=%220%22 allow=%22accelerometer; autoplay; encrypted-media; gyroscope; picture-in-picture%22 allowfullscreen%3e%3c/iframe
iframe width=%22560%22 height=%22315%22 src=%22https:/www.youtube.com/embed/UVMTIE6kJ5M%22 frameborder=%220%22 allow=%22accelerometer; autoplay; encrypted-media; gyroscope; picture-in-picture%22 allowfullscreen%3e%3c/iframe
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Mail…..Send us photos and info about your travels, your home group, your pets, your 

sports teams to stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com. 

January Lay Schedule 

 

Lectors and Intercessors, please remember to check in before the 

service in the Vesting Room.  Thank You! 

January 19th 
 

8:00 AM 

Welcoming:  Pam Szen / Bill Bennett 

Acolyte:  Jack Powell 

Lector:  Isaiah 49:1-7  Pam Szen 

Intercessor:  Dorothy Crocker 

Lay Reader:  John Tuthill 

Lay Reader:  Tim Huber 

Psalm 40:1-12     1 Corinthians 1:1-9 
 

10:30 AM 

Welcoming:  Sandra Visser / Laurie DoBosh 

Acolyte:  JoAnn Hornak 

Lector:  Isaiah 49:1-7  Vito Barbieri 

Intercessor:  Mary Perry 

Lay Reader:  Mike Chengeri 

Lay Reader:  Joe Bernardo 

Psalm 40:1-12     1 Corinthians 1:1-9 

 January 12th 
 

8:00 AM 

Welcoming:  Pam Szen / Bill Bennett 

Acolyte:  Jack Powell 

Lector:  Isaiah 42:1-9  Pam Szen 

Intercessor:  Linda Pendergast 

Lay Reader:  Jay Trott 

Lay Reader:  Don Winkley 

Psalm 29     Acts 10:34-43 
 

10:30 AM 

Welcoming:  Laurie DoBosh / Sandra Visser 

Acolyte:  Joe Bernardo 

Lector:  Isaiah 42:1-9  Giustino Capodilupo 

Intercessor:  Vito Barbieri 

Lay Reader:  Jim Castronova 

Lay Reader:  Mike Chengeri 

Psalm 29     Acts 10:34-43 

January 5th 
 

8:00 AM 

Welcoming:  Cindy & Peter Maier 

Acolyte:  Christopher Goodman 

Lector:  Isaiah 60:1-6  Bill Bennett 

Intercessor:  Dorothy Crocker 

Lay Reader:  Tim Huber 

Lay Reader:  John Tuthill 

Psalm 72:1-7,10-14     Ephesians 3:1-12 

 

10:30 AM 

Welcoming:  Sandra Visser / Vito Barbieri 

Acolyte:  JoAnn Hornak 

Lector:  Isaiah 60:1-6  Barbara Gallo 

Intercessor:  Mary Perry 

Lay Reader:  Joe Bernardo 

Lay Reader:  Giustino Capodilupo 

Psalm 72:1-7,10-14     Ephesians 3:1-12 

January 26th 
Healing Sunday 

8:00 AM 

Welcoming:  Joyce & John Sarver 

Acolyte:  Jack Powell 

Lector:  Isaiah 9:1-4  Lyndon Thomas 

Intercessor:  Tim Huber 

Lay Reader:  John Tuthill 

Lay Reader:  Don Winkley 

Psalm 27:1, 5-13     1 Corinthians 1:10-18 

 

10:30 AM 

Welcoming:  Laurie DoBosh / Ron Switzer 

Acolyte:  Joe Bernardo 

Lector:  Isaiah 9:1-4  Vito Barbieri 

Intercessor:  Mary Perry 

Lay Reader:  Giustino Capodilupo 

Lay Reader:  Joe Bernardo 

Psalm 27:1, 5-13     1 Corinthians 1:10-18 

mailto:stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Epiphany/AEpi2_RCL.html#ot1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Epiphany/AEpi2_RCL.html#ps1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Epiphany/AEpi2_RCL.html#nt1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Epiphany/AEpi2_RCL.html#ot1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Epiphany/AEpi2_RCL.html#ps1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Epiphany/AEpi2_RCL.html#nt1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Epiphany/AEpi1_RCL.html#ot1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Epiphany/AEpi1_RCL.html#ps1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Epiphany/AEpi1_RCL.html#nt1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Epiphany/AEpi1_RCL.html#ot1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Epiphany/AEpi1_RCL.html#ps1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Epiphany/AEpi1_RCL.html#nt1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearABC_RCL/Epiphany/Epiph_RCL.html#Ot1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearABC_RCL/Epiphany/Epiph_RCL.html#Ps1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearABC_RCL/Epiphany/Epiph_RCL.html#Nt1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearABC_RCL/Epiphany/Epiph_RCL.html#Ot1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearABC_RCL/Epiphany/Epiph_RCL.html#Ps1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearABC_RCL/Epiphany/Epiph_RCL.html#Nt1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Epiphany/AEpi3_RCL.html#ot1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Epiphany/AEpi3_RCL.html#ps1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Epiphany/AEpi3_RCL.html#nt1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Epiphany/AEpi3_RCL.html#ot1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Epiphany/AEpi3_RCL.html#ps1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Epiphany/AEpi3_RCL.html#nt1
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1  Holy Name 
 

10:00 am Holy  
Communion 
 
11:00 am Family  
                Friendly Hike 

2 
 

7:00 pm House  
Blessing at Lyndon 
Thomas’, Newtown 

 

7:30 pm Property 
 Committee 

 

7:30 pm Music Night 
 

3 
 

6:30 pm Cooking with 
Tim 

 

 

4   
 

7:30 am Men’s  
        Prayer Breakfast 

 

7:30 am John 21:12 
 Group 

 

9:30 am The Cloisters /  
NYC Trip 

 
 

5  1 Christmas 
 

8:00 am Traditional  
                Communion 

10:30 am Sunday School 
10:30 am Contemporary  

                  Communion 
12:30 pm Alpha Planning 

6  Epiphany 
 

10:00 am Christian  
                  Caring 

 

7:00 pm  Stephen 
 Ministry 

 

7:00 pm  Men’s Bible 
Study 

 

 

7 
 

9:15 am  Ladies Bible  
                 Study 

 

5:45 pm  PraiseKicks 
 

7:15 pm  Boy Scouts 

 

8 
 

9:00 am PlayGroup 
 

10:00 am Holy  
Communion  

& Healing 
 

7:00 pm Staff Meeting 
 

7:30 pm Vestry  
               Meeting 

 

 

9 
 

5:45 pm  PraiseKicks 
 

7:30 pm Music Night 
 

10 11 
 

7:30 am Men’s  
        Prayer Breakfast 

 

7:30 am John 21:12 
 Group 

 

9:15 am PraiseKicks 
 

10:00 am PraiseMoves 
 

 

 

12  1 Epiphany 
 

8:00 am Traditional  
                Communion 

9::30 am Rector’s Forum 
10:30 am Sunday School 
10:30 am Contemporary  

                Communion 

13 
 

Annual Reports Due 
 
7:00 pm Men’s Bible  

               Study 
 

14 
 

9:15 am  Ladies Bible  
                 Study 

 

5:45 pm  PraiseKicks 
 

7:15 pm  Boy Scouts 

15 
 

10:00 am Holy  
Communion  

& Healing 
 

6:30 pm Alpha 
Program 

 

16 
 

5:45 pm  PraiseKicks 
 

7:30 pm Music Night 
 

17 18  Confession 
 of St. Peter 

 

7:30 am Men’s  
        Prayer Breakfast 

 

7:30 am John 21:12 
 Group 

 

9:15 am PraiseKicks 
 

10:00 am PraiseMoves 
 

 

19  2 Epiphany 
 

8:00 am Traditional  
                Communion 

9:00 am Annual Parish 
 Meeting 

10:30 am Sunday School 
10:30 am Contemporary  

                Communion 
 

20 
 

7:00 pm Men’s Bible  
               Study 

 

21 
 
 

9:15 am  Ladies Bible  
                 Study 

 

5:45 pm  PraiseKicks 
 

7:15 pm  Boy Scouts 

22 
 

10:00 am Holy  
Communion  

& Healing 
 

6:30 pm Alpha 
Program 

23 
 

5:45 pm  PraiseKicks 
 

7:30 pm Music Night 
 

24 25  Conversion 
of St. Paul 

 

7:30 am Men’s  
        Prayer Breakfast 

 

7:30 am John 21:12 
 Group 

 

9:15 am PraiseKicks 
 

10:00 am PraiseMoves 
 

11:00 am St. Paul’s 
Quilters 

26  3 Epiphany 
 

8:00 am Traditional  
                Communion 

9:00 am Annual Parish 
 Meeting 

10:30 am Sunday School 
10:30 am Contemporary  

                Communion 
 

 

27 
 

7:00 pm Men’s Bible  
               Study 

28 
 
 

9:15 am  Ladies Bible  
                 Study 

 

5:45 pm  PraiseKicks 
 

7:15 pm  Boy Scouts 
             

29 
 

10:00 am Holy  
Communion  

& Healing 
 

6:30 pm Alpha 
Program 

30 
 

5:45 pm  PraiseKicks 
 

7:30 pm Music Night 

30  



 25 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Just For the Joy of It! 
(And Christian Fellowship) 

†  It Takes An Editorial Board 
Contributors to this Weeks 

Sword Points: 
 

M ary Allen, Chuck Allen, Susan 
Balla, Chris Barrett, Mary Beth 

Durkin, Steve Hemming, Lois Hunt, Fr. Bill 
Loring, Beth Miller, Steven Nagy, Nicole 

O’Connors, Patrick 
O’Connors, Mary 
Perry, Ken Perry, 
Debbi Pomeroy, 
John Sarver, Joe 
Shepley, Tara 
Shepley, Pam Szen, 
David Szen, Ron 
Switzer, Jay Trott, 
John Tuthill, Gail 
Winkley.  

  

Random Fact of the Week! 
 

D id you know ...... that Cats once 
delivered mail in Belgium?  In the 1870s, 

the city of Liège, Belgium, attempted to 
employ 37 felines as mail carriers, according 
to the BBC.  Messages were tucked into 
waterproof bags that the kitties would carry 
around their necks.  However, while one cat 
apparently made it to its destination in under 
five hours, the other felines took up to a day to 
complete their journeys.  Due to the fact that 
the cats weren't particularly reliable and 
definitely weren't speedy, the service didn't 
last very long.  

https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
https://instagram.com/stpaulsb/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-england-42098216

