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Sword Points 

 

Transforming 

Lives Through 

Jesus Christ 

    You laid down your commandments that we should            fully 

keep them. 

 

†  Being Transfigured 
 

Psalm 119:4 

B efore we head into Lent, on this last Sunday we conclude the seasons of Christmas 

and Epiphany with a celebration of the Transfiguration of Jesus on the mount.  

The Transfiguration is not to be understood only as a spiritual experience of Jesus while 

at prayer, which three chosen disciples, Peter, James, and John, were permitted to witness.  

It is one of a series of supernatural manifestations, by which God authenticated Jesus as his 

Son.  It is at one with the appearance of the angels at the birth and at his resurrection, and 

with the descent of the Spirit at Jesus’ baptism.  Matthew records the voice from heaven 

saying, “This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased; listen to 

him” (Matthew 17:5).  Briefly the veil is drawn aside, and a chosen few are permitted to 

see Jesus, not only as the earth-born son of Mary, but as the eternal Son of God.  Moses 

and Elijah witness to Jesus as the fulfillment of the Law and the Prophets.  In Luke’s 

account of the event, they speak of the “exodus” which Jesus is to accomplish at Jerusalem.  

A cloud, a sign of divine presence, envelops the disciples, and a heavenly voice proclaims 

Jesus to be the Son of God.  

Immediately thereafter Jesus announces to Peter, James, and John the imminence of his 

death.  As Paul was later to say of Jesus, “Though he was in the form of God, he did not 

count equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied himself, taking the form of a 

servant, and was born in human likeness.  And, being found in human form, he humbled 

himself, and became obedient unto death, even death on a cross” (Philippians 2:6–8). 

The figure of the transfigured Christ is regarded as a foreshadowing of the Risen and 

Ascended Lord.  

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com
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†  An Eyeful of Eschaton 

by John Tuthill 
 

“No one has ever seen God, but the one and only Son, 
who is Himself God and is at the Father’s side, has made Him known.” 

- John 1:18 (Berean Study Bible) 
 

W 
hat an audacious demand!  For any person so much as to even think of 
demanding this of The Lord God, Most High - this would seem to require one 
seriously heaping-helping of "chutzpah."  Moses actually uttered these words 

to the Lord God, Almighty: "Now show me your glory" (Exodus 33:18 NIV).  Can you just 
image?  In other words, "Lord, You need to show me Your glory...RIGHT NOW!"  To put 
it mildly, Moses had asked too much.  God patiently said so in His response: "...you cannot 
see my face.  For no one may see me and live" (v. 20).  Then, the Lord lovingly added, 
"There is a place near me where you may stand on a rock.  When my glory passes by, I will 
put you in a cleft in the rock..." (A "cleft"? In a "rock"?).  This broken place in a rock for 
Moses to take shelter and to remain alive as God's glory passes by - this seems to be a great 
picture that points ahead to the "clefts," to the three wounds, which remain now and forever 
in Jesus' hands, feet and, side.  Those wounds remain show His "finished" work on the 
cross.  He bore my sin and yours and the wounds attest to that forever.  The Bible says in a 
well-loved verse that, "with His wounds we are healed" (Isaiah 53:5).  Peter wrote in the 
New Testament that, "He Himself bore our sins in his body, on the tree, so that we might die 
to sin and and live to righteousness: by His stripes you are healed" (1 Peter 2:24).  Back to 
Moses, hidden in that cleft in that rock, the Lord promised He would, "...cover you with my 
hand until I have passed by... I will cause all my goodness to pass in front of you and I will 
proclaim my name, YAHWEH, ("I AM") in your presence" (v. 19, 21-22). 

     Fast forward to this week, we will celebrate "Transfiguration 
Sunday."  All of this above is only to say that Jesus showed His 
glory as God to the three disciples, Peter, James and John.  We will 
hear Matthew's account (17:1-9) and the Transfiguration is also 
recorded in Luke 9:28-36, Mark 9:2-13, and, it is mentioned by the 
eye-witness, Peter, in his letter we will also hear this week (2 Peter 
9:16-21).  In typical fashion, John's Gospel only seems to obliquely 
allude to the Transfiguration, in John 1:14.  Jesus is both fully God 
and fully man, and this is the reason that the fullness of God's glory 
may be seen in Jesus and that we may live, as Paul wrote about it to 
Timothy: "For there is one God, and one Mediator between God and 
men, the Man, Christ Jesus" (1 Tim. 2:5 NLT).  So, just as Moses 

was able to remain hidden and safe in the cleft of the rock and remain alive, our life too can 
be "hidden" with Christ in God (so says in Colossians 3:3).  Looking at the accounts of the 
Transfiguration side-by-side there are a few more important details not to be missed; Luke 
tells us that the three disciples were SLEEPING (9:32) through most of the time as Jesus's 
face became "as white as a flash of lightning" and until almost to the end of His 
conversation with the Moses and Elijah who appeared with Jesus, both alive and well (Did 
Dave Szen make them wear name tags?  How did the disciples know which was which?).  
We also learn that as Moses and Elijah were just starting to leave, it was then that sleepy 
Peter impulsively offered to make three shelters - one for Jesus and one each for Moses and 
for Elijah.  The Voice of God was heard from the cloud of glory just as Peter had finished 
making his offer.  The voice said, "This is my Son, Whom I have chosen: listen to 
Him!" (Luke 9:35).  Luke gives another helpful detail: what Jesus, Moses and Elijah were 
talking about.  The topic was Jesus going to the cross (Luke 9:31).  The subject shows that 
the Transfiguration is more than "only" to show us that Jesus is both fully God and fully 
man.  The topic of their talk points to the fact that it was no one less that God Himself in 
flesh that went to die on the cross and to rise again in glory.  When Jesus returned to His 
human appearance, they headed back down the mountain.  Strictly ordering them to tell no 
one about it, Jesus wanted nothing to get in His way heading to the cross (Matt. 9:9).  After 
the Jesus rose from the dead, of course then no one could keep them from telling absolutely 
EVERYONE (including us today) of what they had seen and heard.  As a line in our closing 
hymn this Sunday will say, it is "the voice of JOY that cannot die." Thanks be to God! 

Matthew 17:4. - 

Then Peter said to 

Jesus, "Lord, it is 

good for us to be 

here; if you wish, I 

will make three 

dwellings here, one 

for you, one for 

Moses, and one for 

Elijah."  
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†  Socks & Toiletries for the 
Homeless 

 

D espite the varying temperatures, it is still 
winter.  Remember homeless people are on 

their feet all day, and the only pair of socks they own 
are very likely to be threadbare.  We are collecting 
socks and toiletries for the men’s homeless shelter 
throughout the winter months.  Place donations in the 
bins in the back of the church or Crocker Hall. 

†  This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

Thu, Feb 20 - 5:45 pm - PraiseKicks, Crocker Hall 
  7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 
Sat, Feb 22 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 
  7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford 
  9:15 am - PraiseKicks, Crocker Hall 
  10:00 am - Praise Moves, Crocker Hall 
Sun, Feb 23   Last Sunday after the Epiphany 
 - 8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 
  9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 
  10:30 am - Sunday School 
  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 

  12:30 pm - Alpha Team Meeting, Guild Room 
Mon, Feb 24   St. Matthias, the Apostle 
 - 7:00 pm - Men’s Bible Study, Crocker Hall  (YouTube Live) 
Tues, Feb 25 - 9:15 am - Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room 
  5:30 pm - Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper, Crocker Hall 
Wed, Feb 26   Ash Wednesday 
 - 9:00 am - Playgroup, Nursery 
  10:00 am - Holy Communion & Imposition of Ashes  (Facebook Live) 
  7:30 pm - Holy Communion & Imposition of Ashes  (YouTube Live) 
Thu, Feb 27 - 6:00 pm - Tech Committee, Guild Room 
  7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 
Fri, Feb 28 - 6:30 pm - Alpha, Crocker Hall 
Sat, Feb 29 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 
  7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford 
  8:30 am - Alpha, Crocker Hall 
Sun, Mar   1   First Sunday in Lent 
 - 8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 
  9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 
  10:30 am - Sunday School 
  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 

T hree disciples have a “mountain 

top” experience with Jesus.  

However, that’s not where they remain.  

They head back down the mountain, to 

where they live out their daily lives.  A 

faithful Christian knows that life is not 

lived as a series of mountain top 

experiences, but rather somewhere 

below.  Sometimes, life down below gets 

pretty rough.  How’s it going for you? 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+21:12&version=NRSVA
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+21:12&version=NRSVA
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
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†  True Light  

 

Exodus 24:12-18  •  Psalm 2  •  2 Peter 1:16-21  •  Matthew 17:1-9 
 

W 
e carry our cross and move toward the hour of death.  Moment by moment, 
breath by breath, we bear the evidence of judgment and our mortal end.  But 
we also cling to our end without end.  For we carry as well, by virtue of faith 

and baptism, a spark of the light that radiated from Christ upon the holy mount.  We are 
being strengthened to bear our cross, and we are being changed into his likeness from glory 
to glory.  This is not a mere wish.  It is the normal condition of all the baptized. 

We look to Moses, and then to Jesus, and then to ourselves, and see the working of 
divine light.  We recall the prologue of John’s Gospel, however, and assert that Moses is not 
the light and we are not the light; Jesus is, in essence, divine light.  “He himself [John] was 
not the light, but he came to testify to the light.  The true light [Jesus], which enlightens 
everyone, was coming into the world” (John 1:8-9).  Thus, by a mystical participation in 
God, light breaks forth in the countenance of humans - the light which enlightens everyone - 
as well as in countless natural/supernatural epiphanies. 

“Moses went up on the mountain, and the cloud covered the mountain.  The glory of the 
Lord settled on Mount Sinai, and the cloud covered it for six days; on the seventh day he 
called to Moses out of the cloud.  Now the appearance of the glory of the Lord was like a 
devouring fire on top of the mountain in the sight of the people of Israel.  Moses entered the 
cloud, and went up on the mountain” (Ex. 24:15-18).  The glory of the Lord was like a 
devouring fire; it settled upon the mountain; and, as we know from another text, that same 
glory blazed upon and illuminated the face of Moses.  “Moses did not know that the skin of 
his face shone because he was talking with God” (Ex. 34:29).  Moses was not the light, but 
his countenance bore witness to the light. 

Before his passion, Jesus was 
transfigured in the presence of Peter 
and James and his brother John.  
Three dear friends of Jesus saw, 
although for a moment, what was true 
all along, from before time and 
forever.  “He was transfigured before 
them, and his face shone like the sun, 
and his clothes became dazzling 
white” (Matt. 17:2).  Moses, 
representing the law, and Elijah, 
representing the prophets, appeared 
with him, showing that the law and 
the prophets are assumed and fulfilled 
in Christ.  The light on the face of 
Moses and the chariot of fire that 
carried Elijah to heaven are signs of Christ. Christ, however, points to no other light, for he 
is the light.  “And then they looked up, they saw no one except Jesus himself alone” (Matt. 
17:7).  Jesus is the morning star. 

This light, which we may also call “grace,” is transferred to disciples.  “Let your light 
shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in 
heaven” (Matt. 5:16).  The light of Christ is a devouring fire, but in regard only to the old 
humanity.  When Christ ignites a human life, he burns away the dross of sin.  Over time and 
through spiritual disciplines, purifies passions, creating a new and luminous human being.  
In Christ the light, a disciple becomes in the truest and simplest sense, a human being.  
Mercifully and remarkably, Christ the light shines in each person as is fitting, the flames are 
congruent (congruis ignibus), as a Latin hymn has it.  Christ passes the torch of his life to 
each uniquely and fittingly, and to all universally. 
 

Look It Up 
Read: 2 Peter 1:18. 
 

Think About It 
You are with him on the holy mountain.            - from The Living Church, 2020 

https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Epiphany/AEpiLast_RCL.html#ot1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Epiphany/AEpiLast_RCL.html#ps1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Epiphany/AEpiLast_RCL.html#nt1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Epiphany/AEpiLast_RCL.html#gsp1
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=449056797
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In this weeks Alpha session the program and discussion was title “How and Why Should I 
Read the Bible.”  To watch the video click here.   

 

How to Get Something Out of Your Bible Beading 
Use a Bible version that makes sense to you.  For example, compare the same verse in three 

different versions.  Which do you prefer? 
 “Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, “I am the light of the world.  Whoever 

follows me will never walk in darkness but will have the light of life.” John 8: 12
(New Revised Standard Version) 

 “Jesus once again addressed them: “I am the world’s Light.  No one who follows 
me stumbles around in the darkness.  I provide plenty of light to live in.” (The 
Message) 

 
“Later, in one of his talks, Jesus said to the people, “I am the Light of the world.  
So if you follow me, you won’t be stumbling through the darkness, for living 
light will flood your path.” (The Living Bible). 

Consider using a study or reference Bible of which there are many.  One in particular that we 
like is called the “Life Application Study Bible.” 

Pick a Bible reading plan that works best for you and is realistic for your schedule. There are 
many but here are a few suggestions: 

 The YouVersion app on your phone.  A daily Bible verse comes up in the version 
of your choice.  But they also suggest a variety of plans you can choose from and 
follow. 

 Adopt a read the Bible in one-year plan.  There are a number available but here 
is one: https://www.bibleinoneyear.org/.  

 Start by reading a chapter daily in one of the Gospels.  You might also consider 
reading one Psalm each day as well. 

To help get more from your Bible reading, try reading smaller sections at a time and reflect 

on what you’ve read using some of the following reflection questions: 

 What does the passage say about God and His character?  

 Is there a promise for you to count on?  

 Is there a warning concerning your present attitudes, actions or behavior? 

 What needs to be understood or obeyed from this passage? 

 What does God want you to understand/think? 

 What does God want you to believe? 

 What does God want you to do? 

 What do I learn about relating to God or to others? 

Click on the cover 

above for a free, 

downloadable, 32 

page PDF booklet 

that gives and 

introduction to the 

Bible, what it ism 

how we got it, and 

how to use it.  

Enjoy! 

https://vimeo.com/215049617
https://www.bibleinoneyear.org/
file:///D:/Users_AppData/David Szen/Desktop/Discovering the Bible.pdf
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†  Lent Begins In Ashes  
 

O n Ash Wednesday we are reminded of our mortality and sin. It is not a time for 

groveling; rather, it is a time for reality, for genuine humility, for repentance and 

forgiveness and renewed commitment to following the ways of 

Jesus. Lent is a season of preparation, and we are already 

looking forward to Jesus’ passion and death for us and then to 

Easter.  

One of the oldest names for Lent is “the forty days,” 

meaning the days from Ash Wednesday to Easter less the 

Sundays that can be observed as anticipations of Easter, days of 

rest from fasting or other disciplines in order to strengthen 

ourselves. “Forty” is a kind of generic number in scripture and 

calls quickly to mind significant biblical stories: the forty days 

of Noah’s flood (Genesis 7:12); Moses’ forty days on Mount 

Sinai (Exodus 24:18 and elsewhere); and the forty days that 

Nineveh was given to repent (Jonah 3:4). We particularly think 

of the forty years that Israel was in the wilderness, tempted by Satan (Mark 1:13).  

During the forty days of Lent God’s people are invited again into a wilderness 

experience, not without temptation, to fast in one way or another, to pray and to seek in hope 

and trust to follow and serve their Lord. With the people of God in ages past, we are on a 

pilgrimage through a wilderness of renewal and faith to the promised land and of following 

Jesus on the way to agony, passion, and death - and then new life.  

Lord, who throughout these forty days  

For us didst fast and pray,  

Teach us with thee to mourn our sins  

And close by thee to stay.  

(The Hymnal 1982, Hymn 142)  

These themes will repeat themselves throughout Lent; journey, pilgrimage, wilderness, 

preparation, honest reflection, repentance, forgiveness, humility, renewal, following Jesus. 

Use this time to invite others to join you in this journey of renewal and faith.  

Holy Eucharist & Imposition of Ashes 

Ash Wednesday, February 26th  10:00 am  &  7:30 pm 



10  

 

 †  Vestry Meeting 
 February 11th 

Opening:  The meeting was opened at 7:30 
pm by Mary Perry.   Lois Hunt made the 
following motion to the Vestry:   “The 
Vestry of St. Paul’s Church, Brookfield, CT, 
confirms all the proposed motions of the 
Annual Meeting held on Sunday, January 26, 
2020.  This includes a motion for the Vestry 
to borrow funds in the name of St. Paul’s 
Church.”  This motion was seconded and 
approved unanimously.   Mary Perry led a 
Bible study on Matthew 7:7-11.  This 
scripture focuses on the Father’s 
unconditional love for us, and even though 
we don’t always feel His love, just ask and it 
will be given to you.  The Father pours out 
His love and blessings into our lives.  Lois 
Hunt gave her testimony and began “God has 
no grandchildren, but if it was possible, I 
would be one.”  Lois has been coming to St. 
Paul’s all of her life.  She always knew Jesus 
and believed in Him, but it wasn’t until 
someone explained the importance of having 
to accept the gift of salvation through Jesus 
that her true spiritual walk began.  Her faith 
grew through a strong Christian community.  
Through difficult times in Lois’s life, the 
people of St. Paul’s held her up and walked 
with her.  The January minutes were 
approved as circulated. 
 

Treasurer’s Report:  Chuck Allen 
explained how St. Paul’s operates on a Faith 
Budget for the purpose of new members.  
Chuck will hand out the summary reports 
monthly showing the income and expenses 
and will also give a comparison YTD to 
prior year.  Franklin Fund lost $2,000 due to 
the fluctuating stock market.  January 2020 
I / E were slightly better than 2019, but still 
below break even. 
 

Committee Reports:  Mary Perry reported 
that the Prayer Team has added five new 
members in the past few weeks.  The new 
members have been teaming up with the 
current members to start their prayer 
ministry walk.  Trainings are going to be 
held in the near future to train, support and 
uphold the Prayer Team.  
 

Rector’s Report:  Fr. 
Joe welcomed the new 
members on the Vestry. 
His prayer is that all will 
be transformed spiritually 
through this ministry.  The parochial report 
has been completed, signed and sent to the 
diocese.  Rev. Nicholas T. Porter, director of 
Jerusulam Peace Keepers, will come to St. 
Paul’s to preach on February 23.  Alpha is 
going very well and lives are being changed.  
The Holy Spirit weekend for Alpha is 
coming up on the 28th & 29th of February, 
so please pray for all those involved in this 
ministry.  Peter Scalzo, Sr. came to the 
Monday Men’s Bible Study this week; he is 
a former member of St. Paul’s and was 
impressed by the group and commented, 
“This is of God!”  
 

Old Business:  The Newcomer package 
idea was discussed.  A meeting is scheduled 
for February 16th and members of the Vestry 
and the Communication Ministry will 
discuss the next steps in updating the 
package.  Any ideas are encouraged.  Realm 
Software is being utilized to help with group 
mailings, databases, record keeping, etc.  
This will make St. Paul’s operations more 
efficient and the congregation better 

informed.  
 

New Business:  St. Paul’s has 
representation on the 
leadership team for Beyond 
the Red Door/NW Region 
Collaboration, involving many 
different church communities.  

We have collaborated in the past with St. 
George’s in Middlebury and are now co-
sponsoring a day of Prayer and Healing at 
Camp Washington on March 28th from 9 am 
to 3 pm.  An amount for $200 was requested 
for the deposit to secure Camp Washington.  
This was approved unanimously by the 
Vestry.  The Vestry Retreat will be held 
March 14th at 9am to 3 pm.  This is a time 
for the Vestry to experience spiritual growth, 
fellowship and to conduct business.  A 
special guest, Rev Nigel Mumford, was 
invited to hold a healing ministry at St. 
George’s in Middlebury on May 15th & 
16th.  This retreat will support veterans 
suffering from PTSD, individuals with 
opioid addiction and first responders. The 
ministry is called “By His Wounds”. 

(Continued on page 11) 
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 †  Vestry Meeting 
 February 11th 

 

 

Organizers asked for $3,000 from St. Paul’s 
to put the event on and support the ministry 
in order to offer this event at no charge to the 
participants. The amount was approved 
unanimously by the Vestry.  The Property 
Committee requested funding for $360 to 
paint the walls in the sacristy bathroom.  
This is additional work to the project that 

was completed last year.  
The Vestry approved the 
expenditure. 
 

Closing: The meeting was 
closed with prayer at 8 35pm by Fr. 
Joe. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
David Williams, Clerk of the Vestry 

(Continued from page 10) 
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†  Call on Me  
by Steve Hemming 

 

“On the day I called, You answered me; You increased strength within me.” 
  Psalm 138:3 

 

R 
ecently, I found myself in quite a predicament at work.  A guest presenter from 
Duke University, Dr. Marc Anthony Neal, was running through his presentation 
in advance of his keynote address to the WPI community, when he suddenly ran 

into a snag that I had never seen before. 
Dr. Neal previewed many videos without incident until he came upon one that could not 

be viewed because Adobe Flash was “blocked.”  Because I didn’t know what to do, I 
immediately called a colleague, Matt, who is much more computer-savvy than I am.  Matt 
explained that the Flash software was old and was no longer supported.  Not the answer I 
was hoping for. 

I was stymied 
and was unsure of 
how to proceed.  
Thankfully, in 
what was a matter 
of a few moments, 
I came to my 
senses, and called 
upon the Lord for 
help, remembering 
His promise; “Call 
to Me, and I will 
answer you, and 
show you great 
and mighty things, 
which you do not 
know.” 1  

Immediately, 
Shane, a student 
who was providing 
sound support for 
the event, came up 
on the stage to 
check the podium 
microphone.  
Shane listened 
intently as I 
explained my 
dilemma, then 
responded, “I think I know what the problem is.”  He noticed Dr. Neal had downloaded his 
presentation from the Internet using Google.  Shane looked at the settings on Google and 
changed the default from “block” Flash to “allow.”  Now all the embedded videos played 
flawlessly! 

I profusely thanked the Lord for His presence, help, and perfect timing when I needed 
Him most. 2  For it was obvious to me that Shane’s appearance was no coincidence! 

When was the last time you were in dire straits and called upon the Lord?  You can be 
assured that when you cry out to God in your distress, your plea will come before Him, and 
He will hear you. 3  He will answer 4 and deliver you. 5  And you need not be afraid, for the 
Father is always with you, and He will strengthen, help, and uphold you. 6 

 

“He shall call upon Me, and I will answer him; I will be with him in trouble; 
I will deliver him and honor him.”     Psalm 91:15 

 

1  Jeremiah 33:3 
2  Psalm 46:1  

3  Psalm 18:6  
4  Psalm 120:1 

5  Psalm 50:15 
6  Psalm 31:10 
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†  Salvation by Sound-Check: 
 

I n 1857 at the young age of only 23 Charles Spurgeon (popularly called the "Prince of 
Preachers" in his day) was preparing to preach to the largest crowd of his life: 23,650 

people at the Crystal Palace in London. 
One or two days ahead of when he was scheduled to preach, Spurgeon decided to visit 

the location to try out the acoustics of the building.  He wanted to find the "sweet spot" from 
which to speak and ask that the platform be set up for him accordingly.  He cried out in a 
clear and strong voice a spontaneously chosen verse, "Behold!  The Lamb of God, which 
taketh away the sin of the world." (John 1:29). 

Unknown to Mr. Spurgeon until many years later, in one of the upper galleries in the 
building there was one of the several workman getting the building ready and he had never 
heard the gospel and never knew 
anything about it.  But the sound 
check was like a message sent from 
heaven and the words pieced the 
man's soul, convicting him of his 
own sins. Overwhelmed by hearing 
the single verse, the workman put 
down his tools, went home, and 
after a season of struggling with the 
message and learning more, he 
found peace and eternal life by 
"beholding the Lamb of God."  
Years later, the workman told the 
story on his deathbed to one who 
was visiting him there - and only 
later Charles Spurgeon learned 
about God giving the growth to his 
accidental preaching.  The man will 
be forever grateful that the sound 
check was not anything else but 
God's Word. 

Strange, but Wonderful: Great Moments Accidentally Preaching … 

Jesus!  
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COFFEE HOUR HOSTS 

 

Feb 23rd 8 am    Wanzer’s     10:30 am  Barbieri’s 
Mar   1st 8 am -   Pat Brought    10:30 am Dori McManus 
Mar   8th 8 am -   Chris MacMillan  10:30 am DeSanti / Pascoa 

Contact Mary Allen at 

203-775-6633 or 

chamla@charter.net. 

 

mailto:Hi%20Dave. %20Could%20you%20please%20add%20that%20we%20needs%20Coffee%20Hour%20hCHAMLA@CHARTER.NET
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†  Transforming Saints of God 

 

Thursday, February 20th 
 

Frederick Douglass 
Prophetic Witness, 1895 

 

F rederick Douglass (born Frederick Augustus Washington 
Bailey, circa 1818 - February 20, 1895) was an American 

abolitionist, women's suffragist, editor, orator, author, statesman 
and reformer.  Called "The Sage of Anacostia" and "The Lion of 
Anacostia," Douglass is one of the most prominent figures in 
African American and United States history. 

He was a firm believer in the equality of all people, whether 
black, female, Native American, or recent immigrant.  He was 
fond of saying, "I would unite with anybody to do right and with 
nobody to do wrong." 

Frederick Douglass was born a slave in Talbot County, Maryland.  He was separated 
from his mother, Harriet Bailey, when he was still an infant.  She died when Douglass was 
about seven and Douglass lived with his maternal grandmother Betty Bailey. 

When Douglass was about twelve, his owner's wife started teaching him the alphabet, 
which was against the law.  Douglass succeeded in learning to read from white children in 
the neighborhood and by observing the writings of men with whom he worked.  As 
Douglass learned and began to read newspapers, political materials, and books of every 
description, he was exposed to a new realm of thought that led him to question and then 
condemn the institution of slavery. 

He was hired out to a number of owners before finally escaping north to freedom in 
September 1838.  Douglass continued traveling up to Massachusetts.  There he joined 
various organizations in New Bedford, including a black church, and regularly attended 
abolitionist meetings. 

Douglass' best-known work is his first autobiography Narrative of the Life of Frederick 
Douglass, an American Slave, published in 1845.  The book received generally positive 
reviews and it became an immediate bestseller.  Douglass published three versions of his 
autobiography during his lifetime (and revised the third of these), each time expanding on 
the previous one.  The 1845 Narrative, which was his biggest seller, was followed by My 
Bondage and My Freedom in 1855.  In 1881, after the Civil War, Douglass published Life 
and Times of Frederick Douglass, which he revised in 1892. 

Douglass produced some regular abolitionist newspapers, including The North Star.  Its 
motto was "Right is of no Sex - Truth is of no Color - God is the Father of us all, and we are 
all brethren." 

Douglass believed that education was key for African Americans to improve their lives.  
For this reason, he was an early advocate for desegregation of schools. 

Douglass conferred with President Abraham Lincoln in 1863 on the treatment of black 
soldiers, and with President Andrew Johnson on the subject of black suffrage.  His early 
collaborators were the white abolitionists William Lloyd Garrison and Wendell Phillips. 

In 1848, Douglass attended the first women's rights convention, the Seneca Falls 
Convention, as the only African American.  Elizabeth Cady Stanton asked the assembly to 
pass a resolution asking for women's suffrage.  Many of those present opposed the idea, but 
Douglass stood and spoke eloquently in favor; he said that he could not accept the right to 
vote himself as a black man if woman could not also claim that right.  His powerful words 
rang true with enough attendees that the resolution passed. 

By the time of the Civil War, Douglass was one of the most famous black men in the 
country, known for his orations on the condition of the black race and on other issues such 
as women's rights.  His eloquence gathered crowds at every location.  His reception by 
leaders in England and Ireland added to his stature. 

After the Civil War, Douglass was appointed to several important political positions.  He 
served as President of the Reconstruction-era Freedman's Savings Bank; as marshal of the 
District of Columbia; as minister-resident and consul-general to the Republic of Haiti (1889
–1891); and as chargé d'affaires for the Dominican Republic. 

Douglass was an ordained minister of the African Methodist Episcopal Church. 
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†  Transforming Stewardship 

 

“No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love 
the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other.  You 
cannot serve God and mammon (material wealth).”          Matthew 6:24 

 

F or many people, God and money run “neck and neck” as their first 
priority.  Making money and spending money becomes the center 

of their life and they actually become a slave to money.  The solution - 
become more generous.  Giving money to Church and charity frees us 
from slavery to money and from making money a “god” before God. 
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† Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper Mardi 

Gras Extravaganza 

E veryone is invited to Saint Paul’s Annual Pancake 

Supper on Shrove 

Tuesday, February 25th, from 

5:30 to 7:00 pm.  Come 

celebrate the final moments 

before Lent begins with 

pancakes and games, beads 

and balloons!  A freewill 

offering will be accepted. 

†  This Date on the Church Calendar 
 

Monday, February 24th 
 

Saint Matthias, the Apostle 
 

I n the nine days of waiting between Jesus’ Ascension and the Day of 

Pentecost, the disciples remained together in prayer.  During this time, 

Peter reminded them that the defection and death of Judas had left the 

fellowship of the Twelve with a vacancy.  The Acts of the Apostles records 

Peter’s proposal that “one of the men who have accompanied us during all 

the time that the Lord Jesus went in and out among us, beginning from the 

baptism by John until the day when he was taken up from us - one of these 

men must become with us a witness to his resurrection” (Acts 1:21–22).  

Two men were nominated, Joseph called Barsabbas who was surnamed 

Justus, and Matthias.  After prayer, the disciples cast lots, and the lot fell to 

Matthias, who was then enrolled with the eleven. 

Nothing further is told of Matthias after his selection.  Apart from the 

information given in the first chapter of Acts, nothing is known of him.  It 

would be a mistake to conclude from this that he was a failure and a bad 

choice as an apostle.  We know as much as we do about Peter and Paul 

because Luke (a travelling companion of Paul) wrote extensively about 

them.  About most of the other apostles (those belonging to the original 

twelve and later ones like Matthias) we know little after Pentecost on an 

individual basis.  
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†  Pray It Up 
 

N otice the Red and White prayer request cards in the 
pew?  Each Sunday, fill out your request, put it in 

the red bowl on the table on the way to communion.  Then 
take a card from the bowl either right then or after service.  
Pray for that request for one week.  How comforting to 
know that your request is being prayed for and that you are 
praying for someone else’s!  You might just be praying for 
the person sitting next to you!  Or, if you’d prefer - please 
send your request to St. Paul’s at prayingnow2@gmail.com!   

 

S t. Paul’s has started a new ministry … in 

Portuguese!  Our own Joe Bernardo 

prepares a timely message that is available on 

our website, our Facebook page and our 

YouTube channel.  You might want to check it out.  

Be sure to “like” it and share it with your Portuguese 

friends. 

†  St. Paul’s Playgroup!  You Are Invited! 

Every Wednesday at 9:00 am 

A 
ll are welcome to join St. Paul's Playgroup on 
Wednesday mornings from 9-10 am.  As you 
know, the Playgroup was taking a break for 

Christmas, and we started up again on Wed, Jan 8th.  
Friends are always welcome, and we are currently 
meeting in the cozy confines of the nursery at 
church.  Please join the Facebook group: St Paul's 
Brookfield Church Playgroup, which is a great way to 
let us know you are coming, ask questions, or 
suggest additional times to get together. 
 Come, make new friends.  A free ministry of St. 
Paul’s Church Brookfield.  Follow the group on our 
Facebook Page: St. Paul’s Brookfield Church 
Playgroup. 

 

†  Exodus 
 

T he Old Testament reading this week 
is from Exodus, the second book of 

the Old Testament, which is part of the 
Pentateuch, the first five books of the Bible.  
Jews refer to these books as "The Torah."  At 
times, they are referred to as "The Law," 
although "Torah" means teaching.  Exodus 
centers on the rescue of God's chosen people 
from captivity in Egypt and the making of the 
great covenant, or agreement with God, at 
Mount Sinai. 

mailto:prayingnow2@gmail.com
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/portugues.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/portugues.html
https://www.facebook.com/groups/301527664071604/
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 If interested, 

contact Pam Szen to 

sit at St. Paul’s ta
ble. 

prszen@gmail.com 

mailto:prszen@gmail.com
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†  Happy Birthday to You! 
 

M arion Mayers celebrates today!  Saturday is the 

big day for Paul Onorato & Lyndon 

Thomas.  Charlotte Brennen will be blowing out 

candles on Sunday.  Mike Chengeri will be opening 

presents on Tuesday.  Arielle Zambello & Liam 

Connors will be another year older and wiser on 

Wednesday.  Have a blessed day everyone! 
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†  Addressing Homelessness with Compassion  
 

 

H aving worked for years with men and women struggling 

with homelessness, I’ve had many conversations with 

people about the causes of homelessness and why it’s difficult for 

some homeless people to work their way out of it.  Sometimes 

people wonder aloud if everyone who is homeless wants help - 

especially those who’ve been homeless for a long time and don’t 

appear to be trying to improve their situation.  

My response is always the same: Nobody really wants to be 

homeless.  Some people appear to be okay with it, but that’s only 

because they no longer have hope that their life can be better than it 

is.  They don’t believe things will ever change for them, so they stop trying. 

Our intention, when we welcome them into our shelter on a bitter night, is to provide a 

glimmer of hope that things CAN be 

better for them, that we care, and that 

we’ll help.  We lead with compassion, 

because we trust that, by doing so, 

they’ll trust us to partner with them in 

their own life transformation. 

That’s why I’m blessed to see so 

many men step up to help our 

homeless community by volunteering 

at our overnight shelter this winter.  

Everyone needs hope, and many of 

those we serve have the greatest need.  

There is no hope like Jesus, and we 

are His hands and feet to combat the 

hopelessness of the world. 

For those of you who have helped 

at the shelter, and to those who will, 

we thank you! 

-Mark Grasso, Director of 

Operations & Adult Ministries, 

Jericho Partnership 

P.S. We are still in need of a few men 

to volunteer as overnight shelter 

attendants through early April.  

Contact 

volunteer@jerichopartnership.org  

 

mailto:volunteer@jerichopartnership.org
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†  Gutenberg Bible 

 

F ebruary 23 is the day in 1455 that the first printing of the Gutenberg Bible 
commenced in Mainz, Germany.  Prior to Johannes Gutenberg’s invention of 

the printing press, every book in Europe had been painstakingly copied out by hand 
(Chinese craftsmen by then had been printing books for more than five hundred 
years, unbeknownst to Europe).  The first book Gutenberg printed with his new 
machine was the Bible; he produced 45 copies of the nearly 1,300-page volume on 
calfskin vellum, and another 135 copies on paper made from linen clothing.  We 
will visit Mainz in October, visit the Gutenberg Museum and see one of the bibles. 
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†  Wednesday Morning Healing 
Service  

 

D o you need a pick me up in the middle of the 

week?  Or are you looking for some healing 

prayer?  How about some familiar contemporary 

music.  Or maybe you’re just interested in a smaller, 

quieter, more intimate worship experience than our 

Sunday celebrations.  Join us each week on 

Wednesdays at 10 am for Holy Communion and 

healing along with an inspirational homily from Fr. 

Joe.  Our mid-week service offers all the above.  

Following the service, coffee and fellowship is 

available as well as a lively Bible Study in the Guild 

Room until noon.  Click right to watch this week’s 

homily.  “Refreshment today!” 

The Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study is studying, THE GOSPEL OF LUKE, weekly on 

Tuesdays at 9:15AM in the Guild Room. 

In the New Testament's longest book, Luke, the physician friend of the Apostle Paul, 

reveals Jesus as the Man who came to save all - including women, the 

poor, the outcast, the sick and the ordinary, everyday people of every 

nation, Luke's vivid, fast-moving report offers a gospel of reconciliation 

and celebration. 

 This Bible study traces Luke's story from the announcement of Jesus' 

birth, through His ministry in Galilee and His training of the disciples on 

the way to Jerusalem, to His submission to the crucifixion and His ultimate 

triumph in the resurrection. 

 This will be an 17 week study of amazing discussions and 

enlightenment.  Please join us!!! 

 Please join us in study on Tuesday's from 9:15AM-11:00AM.  For 

study guide info, email Debbi Pomeroy at debbi415@aol.com.  

Workbooks are $11 

A sh Wednesday is quickly approaching.  

Why not take these next few days to pray 

about how we might strengthen our disciplines of 

prayer and study, community worship, care for 

others, and perhaps, even more generous 

responses to “the least and the lost” among us? 

“Of a certain knight that swore by his honor 

they were good pancakes”  
 

D id you know ... that William Shakespeare loved pancakes so 

much, that he often mentioned pancakes during his famous plays?  

https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/videos/2432818920157604/
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/videos/2432818920157604/
mailto:debbi415@aol.com
http://www.selfgrowth.com/articles/did-you-know-some-of-the-most-interesting-facts-about-pancakes


 25 

 

 



26  

 
†  This Sunday’s Readings 

 

Transfigured in Glory 
 

Exodus 24:12-18 

I n the Hebrew scripture lesson Moses is called up to Mount Sinai, and 
the glory of the Lord appears.  There he is to receive commandments 

written on stone tablets.  The Lord’s presence is essentially indescribable, but 
is known in the cloud and fire.  The cloud both hides and reveals the Lord’s 
glory, and the scene suggests the awesome majesty of a volcanic 
mountain. 

 Psalm 2 
God is sovereign in all the earth and shall prevail.  The one 

who rules from Zion will be God’s own Son. 
 2 Peter 1:16-21 
This lesson presents the apostle Peter as he recalls his vision 

of Jesus in majesty on the holy mountain and the heavenly voice 
that announced this was God’s beloved Son.  Peter was among 
those who were eyewitnesses to this revelation.  It makes more 
sure the prophetic message that is like a lamp for us.  But no one should make 
this prophecy a matter solely of their own interpretation, for it has come 
through the Holy Spirit. 

 Matthew 17:1-9 
Our gospel is the story of Jesus’ transfiguration.  The narrative is richly 

woven with themes and symbols drawn from Israel’s past and its hopes for the 
future.  Moses and Elijah 
represent the law and the 
prophets, whose promises 
Jesus fulfills.  The chosen 
disciples see divine glory 
reflected in Jesus’ human 
person.  They hear a voice 
from the cloud declaring 
that he is the beloved Son. 

†  Pick Up Your Copy Today!  

 Synthesis Study Guides for each weeks readings will be 

available at the back of the church. 

†  Sermon Shorts 
 

V ertical Vision: One Conductor.  To replay 

all our sermons, audio and videos follow 

this link for the Sunday Sermons.  Check out our 

Sermon Archives as well. 

 

 

Matthew 17:1-9 
How much in our heart of hearts, 

we are still cheering for Jesus as 

the triumphant Victor, and still 

longing for a Messiah, when God 

has already given us all that God 

has to give: the Beloved?  

 

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Epiphany/AEpiLast_RCL.html#OLDTEST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Epiphany/AEpiLast_RCL.html#Psalm1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Epiphany/AEpiLast_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Epiphany/AEpiLast_RCL.html#GOSPEL
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermons.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/sermon-archives-2018.html
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†  This & That & Links 
(Click on pictures or red links for more info) 

 

Links We Like 
 

Things That Make You Think 
 

Back Issues of Sword Points 
 

The Crazy Story of a Christian 

Escape Artist! 

 

 This insane escape artist shares his story and 
an encouraging word for other Christians. 

Psalm 2:3 "Let us burst their bonds asunder, and cast their cords from us." 
Psalm 2:4  He who sits in the heavens laughs; the LORD has them in derision. 

†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 
 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 
such a privilege.  The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all 

time.  Please pray for… 
 
.....Joe Hock, Shirley Jessup and other 
parishioners convalescing in extended care facilities. 
.....St. Timothy’s, Fairfield; Trinity/St. Michael’s, 
Fairfield; St. James’, Farmington. 
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area. 
.....All parish-based mission partnerships; ECCT‐
wide mission partnership networks; the Companions 
in Mission Network. 
......Ginny Beck, Clayton Ferry, Gary Stein, 
Barbara Hock, Sue Balla, Rose Barrett, Jim 
Megura, Jay Lawrence, Alex, Ed Licence, Peter 
Sr. & Peter, Jr., Anthony, Paul Kovacs, Denise, 
Lee Rybos, Pam Altemus, Stu Terrill, Jennifer, 
Susan, Cathy Schrull, Anja, Katie, Doris, Karen, Kevin West, Pat Jennings, Beverly 
Hall, Jean, Pam, Joe Sampson, Robert, Cindy, James, Eve, Mike, Barbara, and Ray 
continued healing. 
.....the people of the Republic of Somaliland; the people of Botswana; the Diocese of 
Makueni (Kenya) The Right Revd Francis Mboya Matui; and our sister and brother 
members of the Westminster Presbyterian Church of Australia. 
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of ISIS forces.  Pray also 
for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ. 
.....Michael for protection from mortar attacks in Somalia with the UN 
peacekeeping service. 
.....Victory Christian Center, Danbury and their Food Pantry, which is the 
recipient of our food basket collections for the month of February. 
.....Pathways Danbury Youth Ministries, a ministry partner of the Jericho 
Partnership. 
.....A Person in Trouble or Bereavement. 
.....That we find it in our hearts to pray for people that don’t always treat us well. 
.....Bill Beattie, founder and chairman of the Jericho Partnership, complete 
healing of Multiple Myeloma. 
.....That the church may be continually uplifted by the vision of the king in all his 
beauty, be rescued from all fear, and in confidence face the future. 
.....Hayden, broken vertebrae and will be in a back brace for 3 months to see if it 
fuses by itself (with God's help). 
.....Julianna, 3 years old, healing of a brain tumor.  Pray also for her parents, 
Patricia and Mikey, and concerned relatives and friends.  

 
 

 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/links.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/things-that-make-you-think.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/weekly-qsword-pointsq.html
https://www.sttimschurch.org/
https://trinitystmichaels.wixsite.com/mysite
https://www.stjamesfarmington.org/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Somaliland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Botswana
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Westminster_Presbyterian_Church_of_Australia
https://www.facebook.com/GMVCC/
pdymct.net
https://www.missionstclare.com/english/prayers/trouble.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/contact-us.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lVcmRfTz1KE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lVcmRfTz1KE
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Just For the Joy of It! 
(And Christian Fellowship) 

†  It Takes An Editorial Board 
Contributors to this Weeks 

Sword Points: 
 

M ary Allen, Chuck Allen, Susan 
Balla, Chris Barrett, Jim 

Castronova, Dot Crocker, Mary Beth Durkin, 
Steve Hemming, Lois Hunt, Fr. Bill Loring, 

Beth Miller, Steven 
Nagy, Nicole 
O’Connors, Patrick 
O’Connors, Mary 
Perry, Ken Perry, 
Debbi Pomeroy, 
John Sarver, Joe 
Shepley, Tara 
Shepley, Pam Szen, 
David Szen, Ron 
Switzer, Jay Trott, 
John Tuthill, Gail 
Winkley. 

 
 

 

Random Fact of the Week! 
 Did you know ... that until the 

Salary Grab Act (cartoon 
pictured) was passed in 1873, 
President Ulysses S. Grant earned 

the same salary as George 
Washington did 80 years 
earlier?  

https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
https://instagram.com/stpaulsb/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Salary_Grab_Act
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ulysses_S._Grant
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_Washington
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_Washington

