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Hope Continues to Rise 
Though you have not seen him, you love him; and even 

though you do not see him now, you believe in him and are 
filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy.  1 Peter 1:8 

Vol. LXVII - No. 4 
 

The Sword of the 
Spirit was started 

in 1954 by the Rev. 
A. Pierce Middleton 

Dear Friends, 

W e are no doubt living in challenging times, where our 
patterns of predictability have been 

upended and we are still trying to get our 
bearings in terms of what daily life looks like, 
and how we are to go forward.  Yet our 

unseen but very real Savior is in the midst of us, 
leading us to His glory always.  As the church we 
continue to keep the main thing the main thing, by 
preaching, teaching and sharing the unchanging 
Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ while caring for one another. 

 Each day your leadership at St. Paul's seeks through 
prayer and conversation with one another God's 
guidance in how to keep us 
united in the midst of 
current 
restrictions.  Thank you for your 
understanding and flexibility as we continue to 
experiment with ways we can remain most effectively connected. 

 We are seeing new and creative signs emerging in what it 
means for us to be the church.  We know that we are not a 
building, but a living spiritual Body, and this 
time has 

reinforced such a truth 
to us while deepening and 
maturing us even more.  We are 
already coming through this blessed, changed 
and stronger than ever in the Lord.  By God's grace, we will keep growing 
together as God fills us with inexpressible and glorious joy.  As hope 
continues to rise, onward and outward 
we journey together in faith. 

In Christ, 

St. Paul’s Church 
174 Whisconier Road 

Brookfield, Connecticut   06804 

(203) 775-9587 

www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com 
 

The Rev. Joseph Shepley, Rector 

Beth Miller, Parish Office Coordinator 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com
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“G od is not tied to place, and 

those who truly worship 

God must worship him as he truly is, 

without regard to place.”  How many of 

us feel that we can only truly worship 

God in that space we call “our Church”?  

We know this to be questionable and yet 

it seems so difficult for many to actually 

put this into practice.  A faithful 

Christian is one who realizes that God is 

not tied to a single building on Sunday 

morning, no matter how beautiful or 

nostalgic it may be. 

†  Martha’s Growth 

T he story of Lazarus' resurrection is beautiful preparation for Easter.  Lazarus is 

brought to life by Jesus, who will restore his own body.  One of the less noticed, but 

still important aspects of the story, though, is the growth of Lazarus' sister Martha.  We first 

saw her as the fussy, ever-busy hostess 

at a party for Christ.  She is indignant 

that her sister Mary is dreamily lost in 

contemplation of Jesus.  She demands 

that the Lord chasten Mary for her 

indifference to the cares of hospitality.  

Jesus chides her for being concerned 

about "too many things."  Now, some 

time later, Martha has "come to 

believe" that Jesus is the messiah, the 

promised one.  It is interesting to note 

that the Church does not observe a 

separate feast for Mary or Lazarus, but 

does hold a holy day for Martha.  Her 

growth is a vital lesson in spirituality. 

†  This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

Thu, Mar 26 -12:00 pm - Fr. Joe’s Bible Study  (Zoom) 
Sun, Mar 29   Fifth Sunday in Lent 
  9:30 am - Online Contemporary Holy Communion 

(Facebook Live)  (YouTube Live) 
Wed, Apr   1 -10:00 am - Online Healing Service  (Facebook Live)  (YouTube Live) 
Thu, Apr   2 -  - 12:00 pm - Fr. Joe’s BNible Study  (Zoom) 
Sun, Apr   5   Palm Sunday 
  9:30 am - Online Contemporary Holy Communion 

(Facebook Live) (YouTube Live) 
 
Many online groups are being added via Zoom, an online meeting platform. 
We are currently planning on streaming live all of our Holy Week services on both 
Facebook Live and YouTube.  Check our website daily for schedule updates. 

https://zoom.us/j/358925971
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://zoom.us/j/358925971
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
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†  Essential Business  

by John Tuthill 
 

“This illness does not lead to death; rather it is for God's glory, 
so that the Son of God may be glorified through it.” 

- John 11:4 (NSRV) 
 

S 
ome blessings certainly seem to have gone way-past only donning little disguises.  
They're not wearing those goofy "Groucho glasses" with the eye-brows, the fake 
mustache & the bulbous plastic pink nose.  

All of the readings for this Sunday each expose the fact 
that, for the Christian, even in evil things (death, 
disease, indefinite periods of interminable waiting) 
there is a way of receiving any or all of these as if they 
were even...blessings.  The difference is trusting God to 
bring about the ultimate good - just consider the 
startling ugliness of cross!  Learning that the Lord 
controls all things transforms the way that the very 
worst things are experienced, the way that they're 
thought about, and, the way they are addressed in every
-day life.  Three parts in the Book of Job seem to bring 
this counter intuitive idea home.  Job had everything 
and in an instant he lost it ALL.  His eleven children 
were killed suddenly, he lost all of his vast wealth and 
also his health.  But three times in the Book of Job he 
makes a crazy sounding confession; "Though He slay 
me, yet will I trust in Him" (Job 13:15).  And in Job 
1:21 he famously says, "The Lord gives, the Lord takes away, blessed be the name of the 
Lord."  We learned at a Men’s Bible study at St Paul's a while ago about the whole back-
story at the start of the book.  Satan had asked permission from the Lord to bring all of these 
evil things crashing down onto Job; the sudden loss of his wealth and the means of his entire 
livelihood, and, just all that he had been blessed with was seemingly suddenly and gone for 
good.  Reduced down to sitting out among the ashes of his life to scrape the sores afflicting 

even his own body with a broken potsherd - right on cue Job's wife comes out 
to say, "Job, honey, why don't you just curse God and die?" (Job 2:9).  Job's 
response?  He said, "Should we accept only good things from God and never 
anything bad?" (Job 2:10).  In all this, the Bible says about Job, "in all of these 
things Job did not sin by charging God with wrongdoing" (Job 1:22).  Satan's 
whole goal was to make Job express denial or mistrust in God.  But Job gives 
zero credit at all to the Devil for all of the calamity, he only blesses the Lord for 
it all.  Here's the point: Job receives all of the affliction as ultimately coming 
from the Lord, and can trust the Lord and bless His name for all of it.  
Similarly, Martin Luther lived through times of deadly plagues and pestilences, 
recognizing it as evil while also saying that he blessed the Lord in the midst of 
it because he said it is "the occasion of the strengthening of faith and love."  It 
will seem completely foolish to many non-Christians, but because of Christ, 
there can be a joy in times of suffering for those that belong to Him and who 
have the Holy Spirit in them.  The Holy Spirit gives joy through even the 
greatest trials. 
   The readings this Sunday show the words of life spoken to a whole valley full 
of dead and dry and scattered bones - raising them all back to life as a "vast 
army" (Ezekiel 37:1-14).  The Psalm is 130, expressing trust in the Lord's 
goodness even in the depths of despair.  And, in Romans Paul writes of a body 
filled with the death of sin nature made new with the Spirit of Him who raised 
Jesus who "dwells in you" (8:11) giving life.  Finally, Jesus declares the defeat 
of death when raising his much-loved friend Lazarus from out of a cold stone 
tomb (John 11:1-45).  "I AM the resurrection and the life..." declares Jesus as 
we will hear again this Sunday.  We have the truth in His words to trust in 
through all times and for all time. Thanks be to God! 
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†  Art in the Christian Tradition 
The Raising of Lazarus (after Rembrandt) 

1890 
Vincent van Gogh, 1853-1890 

Van Gogh Museum, Amsterdam  

V an Gogh based this 
painting on a print by 

Rembrandt (1606-1669) – but 
only part of the print. He left out 
the main figure: Christ with his 
arm raised.  Van Gogh focused 
on the theme of human 
suffering.  He probably 
identified with Lazarus in the 
tomb.  That would explain why 
he gave the figure a red beard.  
The two women by the grave are 
two acquaintances from Arles: 
Mrs Roulin, in the green dress, 
and Mrs Ginoux, in a dark dress 
with colorful stripes.   

A few of the pigments have 
faded considerably.  This has 
largely done away with the 
original contrast between the 
warm colors in the background 
and the cold colors of Lazarus in 
the foreground. 

†  Ezekiel  
 

E zekiel was a prophet and a priest.  His ministry 
began before the conquest of Judah in 587 BC, 

and continued in exile in Babylon.  This book is the 
foundation for both Jewish and Christian visionary or 
apocalyptic literature, e.g. Revelation (or The 
Apocalypse).  It is a book that contains many strange 
things (strange because we do not understand them, 
e.g. Ezekiel eating a scroll), but the prophet's message 
to the exiles is clear: he assures his hearers of God's 
abiding presence among them, and he emphasizes 
God's involvement in the events of the day, so that 
Israel and all nations "will know that I am the Lord."  
For the first time, we see the importance of the 
individual in his relationship to God.  To a dispersed 
and discouraged people, he brings a message of hope: 
hope that God will restore them to their homeland and 
the temple.  

S 
unday’s Collect  provides one of our favorite 
reassurances - that if we love what God 
commands, and desire what He promises, 

then among the swift and varies changes of the world, 
our hearts may be fixed where true joys are to be found, 
and we need not look only to the world around us for 
love, affirmation, serenity and peace.  What a relief! 
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†  Death and Life  

 

Ezekiel 37:1-14  •  Psalm 130  •  Romans 8:6-11  •  John 11:1-45 
 

T 
here are hints of Easter in the lessons, but a grim and graphic Lent is also on 
display.  The prophet Ezekiel, led by the Spirit, was set in the midst of a valley 
full of dry bones, around which he walked in procession.  This lifeless horror of 

mass death was, we learn, an image of “the whole house of Israel” (Ez. 37:11).  In exile 
among Babylonians rulers and pagan gods, they felt, “Our bones are dried up, and our hope 
is lost; we are cut off completely” (Ezek. 37:11).  We cannot know exactly what they felt, 

but we know, many of us, at least, something of it.  I 
am dried up, without hope, cut off, cast down.  
Would that we did not have to know this, but we do. 
 “To set the mind on the flesh is death,” says St. 
Paul.  Well, almost.  The Greek simply says, “The 
mind of the flesh death,” removing any thought of 
deliberation and choice.  “The flesh” is the condition 
of opposition to God, hostility toward God, 
unwillingness to submit to God’s laws.  This 
opposition is precisely and inevitably “death” 
because God is the source of life and he is Life itself. 
 Here, too, we recognize something of ourselves, 
feeling the weight of our sin and the burden of 
mortality.  Insofar as we have declared our 
independence from God, we have cut off our life-
line.  In some sense, this happens merely by being 
human in our fallen state, by an inherited 
sedimentation of sin upon sin, and the trials of mortal 

existence.  Eventually, we will all be, like Lazarus, four days dead and decaying in a tomb. 
Lent tells us about dried bones, hope that is lost, flesh that is going to death.  We know 

all this, and yet do everything to turn away.  To be sure, there is also happiness in our lives, 
joys common and daily and occasionally unspeakably intense and beautiful.  Still, a pall is 
cast over these precisely because they will not last and because they may, at any moment, be 
taken away. 

Is life then only about a tragic end?  Many people believe so, and I suspect, though 
cannot prove, that the growing conviction that death is merely sleep has contributed to the 
increasing rate of suicides.  This deep pessimism is utterly worldly, of the flesh merely, and 
wrongly excludes all transcendent promise. 

Listen!  Jesus Christ has come to be among us!  He is the one to put sinew and flesh to 
bone and skin to cover the body.  He is the one who pours Spirit into flesh to make a new 
creation.  He is the one who wept with the Martha, and Mary, and the Jews before the tomb 
of Lazarus.  Disturbed in spirit and deeply moved, he cried out, “Lazarus, Come out!”  He 
makes alive by calling the dead to new life, and this pertains both to the promise of the 
general resurrection and to the life we are living now.  We are living in the Spirit.  The body 
as “flesh” which opposes God is headed toward death, and, preemptively, is already dead in 
the sacrificial death of Jesus.  That “mortal body,” however, is being raised from death and 
transformed by Christ’s indwelling Spirit.  Though dying, yet shall we live; for the life of 
Christ is our life. 

How?  Through a process of purgation by the indwelling Spirit, all the body feels and 
knows is exposed and purified, a life-long process in which unruly wills and affections are 
set in proper order (Collect).  This is never achieved perfectly, and so confession is 
necessary and ongoing spiritual exercise vital.  Still, we have a life-transforming Spirit in 
our mortal bodies. 
 

Look It Up 
Read: Psalm 130. 
 

Think About It 
The father of lies says, “Give up.” God says, “Wait and hope! Receive my Spirit!”  

       - from The Living Church, 2020 

Valley of Dry Bones by 

Gustave Doré | 

Wikimedia  

https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Lent/ALent5_RCL.html#ot1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Lent/ALent5_RCL.html#ps1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Lent/ALent5_RCL.html#nt1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Lent/ALent5_RCL.html#gsp1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Lent/ALent5_RCL.html#ps1
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†  Transforming Saints of God 
 

Thursday, March 26th 
 

Richard Allen 
First Bishop of the African Methodist Episcopal Church, 1831 

 

R ichard Allen was born into slavery in 1760 in Germantown, Pennsylvania.  Allen, 
his parents, and his siblings were eventually sold to owner Stokely Sturgis, whose 

plantation was in Delaware.  The Methodists were already active in Delaware, and Sturgis 
allowed Allen to attend church.  At the age of 17, Richard underwent a classic conversion 
experience: “I cried to the Lord both day and night,” Allen said.  
“All of a sudden my dungeon shook, my chains flew off, and, 
glory to God, I cried.” 

 Allen brought members of the Methodist Church into his 
master’s home, where Sturgis heard a sermon by the great 
Methodist preacher Freeborn Garrettson.  Sturgis was himself 
converted, and he allowed Allen to hire himself out and purchase 
his freedom; five years later, Richard Allen was a free man. 

 In 1786, Allen became a preacher at St. George’s 
Methodist Church, but he was restricted to preaching at early 
morning services.  Eventually, as black membership increased, 
the vestry decided to build a segregated section for black 
worshippers.  Allen, along with his friend Absalom Jones, 
resented the segregation of his fellow black Christians and, in 
1787, Allen and Jones led black worshippers out of St. George’s 
in protest. 

 While Jones and many of those associated with him 
joined The Episcopal Church, Allen chose to continue in his 
Methodist tradition.  He had been cooperating with Bishop 
Francis Asbury to spread Methodism among African Americans, 
and, in 1794, he founded Bethel Church in Philadelphia.  When 
the newly formed African Methodist Episcopal Church declared 
its independence, Allen became its first Bishop. 

Throughout his life, Richard Allen remained an advocate of freedom for all people, even 
operating a station on the Underground Railroad for escaped slaves.  His ardent belief in the 
brotherhood of all who belonged to Christ is best expressed in one of the many hymns he 
wrote: 

 Why do they then appear so mean 
 And why so much despised? 
 Because of their rich robes unseen 
 The world is not appriz’d. 
Allen died in 1831. 

W e are pleased to announce our upcoming Associate Chaplain Training Course.  
This training will occur on four consecutive Saturday mornings (May 1, 8, 15 and 

22).  We will meet at 2 Stony Hill in Bethel, CT from 8:30 am - noon. 
 The training is intended to assist local churches in the training of “Pastor-

Recommended” church members for ministry to the elderly that are homebound, 
residents of assisted living facilities, and patients in hospitals. 

 The training will emphasize 4 areas: Finding Your Place in Chaplain 
Ministry; Pastoral Care; Theological Reflection; and Worship Service Development. 

Those interested in this training can apply by contacting George Ryder, Executive 
Director, Chaplain Service of Connecticut at (203) 957-1275 or 
george_ryder@chaplainservicect.org.  The finished application needs to be returned with a 
pastoral recommendation and a check for $50 to cover our expenses for the training sessions 
(food, materials and chaplain identification badges). 

We hope that you will pass this information on to those that you feel would be able and 
willing to become “Ambassadors of God’s Loving Kindness to the Elderly.” 

 

 

mailto:george_ryder@chaplainservicect.org
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 Zoom Groups Schedule: 
 
Fr. Joe’s Bible Study 
Topic: Fr. Joe's 1st Peter Bible Study 
Time: Mar 26, 2020 Noon 
Meets every Thursday at noon. 
Join Zoom Meeting (click here)  
https://zoom.us/j/358925971 
Meeting ID: 358 925 971 
Want to call in 
+1646-876-9923,,358925971#US 

 
What’s Cooking St. Paul’s! 
Topic:  Inside the Italian Sunday Kitchen.  
Join Pam Szen and special Zoom guests as 
they share what’s cooking in her kitchen 
every Sunday. 
Meets Every Sunday at Noon  
Topic: Cooking with Pam 
Time: Mar 29, 2020 Noon 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://zoom.us/j/148360074 

Meeting ID: 148 360 074 
One tap mobile 
+16468769923,,148360074# US (New York) 

 
PraiseKicks 
Topic: PraiseKicks - “kickboxing” Cardio and light weights led by 
Mary Perry, CPI/CMI.  “Push it all to the cross!” 
Time: Mar 31, 2020 8:00 am 
Meets every Tuesday at 8:00 a.m.  

Join 
Zoom Meeting (click here)  
https://zoom.us/j/917116165 
Meeting ID: 917 116 165 

 
PraiseMovesLive! 
Topic: PraiseMoves Live! - Christian 
Alternative to Yoga.  Led by Mary 
Perry, CPI, CMI.  mary perry is inviting 
you to a scheduled Zoom meeting. 
Time: Mar 28, 2020 10:00 am 

with St. Paul’s 

https://zoom.us/j/358925971
https://zoom.us/j/148360074
https://zoom.us/j/917116165
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Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of God?” 

 
We are looking for topics for Zoom Groups!  Have an idea for something or someone that 
has something to share with us all?  Don’t let the technology stand in the way – we will do 

with St. Paul’s 

J oseph Cennamo, III, son of parishioner, Donna Cennamo, died March 15, 2020, 

at his home in Newtown, CT.  A funeral service at Saint Paul’s Episcopal 

Church in Brookfield, CT, is planned for a date and time to be announced later.  Click 

here for a link to his obituary. 

†  Electronic Giving 

A s a reminder, Saint Paul’s continues to offer the electronic giving option for 

making your regular donations.  Sign on to the church website at 

www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com.  Click on the “Give Now” button at the top left of the 

first page.  If you have any questions, please contact Chuck Allen at 203-775-6633 or 

treasurer@SaintPaulsBrookfield.com. 

https://www.dignitymemorial.com/obituaries/danbury-ct/joseph-cennamo-9085997
http://www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com
mailto:treasurer@SaintPaulsBrookfield.com
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O n March 9, a Catholic mother of two in Seattle posted a prayer on Instagram that 

has been widely shared throughout the internet.  Cameron Wiggins Bellm has 

released the prayer into the public domain, and welcomed its use and 

distribution for people of faith.  Some churches have incorporated a version 

of it into their online worship services, as the basis for a collect or blessing. 

May we who are merely inconvenienced 

Remember those whose lives are at stake. 

May we who have no risk factors 

Remember those most vulnerable. 

May we who have the luxury of working from home 

Remember those who must choose between preserving their health or making their rent. 

May we who have the flexibility to care for our children when their schools close 

Remember those who have no options. 

May we who have to cancel our trips 

Remember those that have no safe place to go. 

May we who are losing our margin money in the tumult of the economic market 

Remember those who have no margin at all. 

May we who settle in for a quarantine at home 

Remember those who have no home. 

As fear grips our country, 

let us choose love. 

During this time when we cannot physically wrap our arms around each other, 

Let us yet find ways to be the loving embrace of God to our neighbors. 

Amen. 
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†  No Surrender 
by Steve Hemming 

 

“I sought the Lord, and He heard me, and delivered me from all my fears.” 
  Psalm 34:4 

 

T 
he Wizard of Oz is one of my favorite movies of all-time.  Remember the scene 
where the wicked witch of the west circled above the Emerald City on her 
broom?  The citizens of the city, along with Dorothy, Scarecrow, Tin Man, and 

the Cowardly Lion were terrified as they watched the witch write the words "Surrender 
Dorothy" (click-on title to view) in the sky.  They didn’t know what to do, but all believed 
the wizard would 
help them. 

Thankfully, we 
do not worship a 
faraway wizard, who 
dwells somewhere 
over the rainbow.  
We exalt and serve 
the living God, who 
is near to all who 
call upon Him in 
truth.1  He is our 
refuge and strength, 
a very present help 
in times of trouble.2 

When adversity 
comes our way, we 
need not look around 
us in fear; we can lift 
our eyes up to the 
Lord, knowing our 
help comes from 
Him, the One who 
made heaven and 
earth.3  Rather than 
fretting about our 
circumstances, when 
we seek God first, He will give us everything we need.4 

We don’t need to ask some wizard to give us a brain, a heart, or courage, for our Abba 
Father knows exactly what we need before we even ask Him!5  Most assuredly, our God 

will supply all our needs according to His riches in glory 
in Christ Jesus.6 
 And because our God is for us,7 we will not surrender 
to terror, no matter what form it may take, for the Lord 
will guard us from all harm.8  No evil will befall us, nor 
shall any plague or sickness come near us.9 
 Whenever we call upon the Lord and seek Him, He 
will be present; He will provide for our every need, and 
He will protect us from any weapon formed against us.10  
For when we seek Him, we will not lack any good 
thing.11 
 

 “And those who know Your name will put their 
trust in You; For You, Lord, have not forsaken those 
who seek You.”          Psalm 9:10 

 

1  Psalm 145:18  
2  Psalm 46:1  
3  Psalm 121:1-2  

4  Matthew 6:33  
5  Matthew 6:8  
6  Philippians 4:19  

7  Romans 8:31  
8  Psalm 121:7  
9  Psalm 91:10  

10 Isaiah 54:17 
11 Psalm 34:10  
 

https://nam03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DlRvS4JnND6M&data=02%7C01%7Cshemming%40wpi.edu%7C3106c81af2c5493e51bb08d7cd4532e6%7C589c76f5ca1541f9884b55ec15a0672a%7C0%7C0%7C637203569449039357&sdata=JWPPJj0%2BF6
https://nam03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DlRvS4JnND6M&data=02%7C01%7Cshemming%40wpi.edu%7C3106c81af2c5493e51bb08d7cd4532e6%7C589c76f5ca1541f9884b55ec15a0672a%7C0%7C0%7C637203569449039357&sdata=JWPPJj0%2BF6
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=452186168
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=452186213
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=452186253
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=452186286
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=452186348
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=452186412
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=452186467
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=452186510
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=452186544
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=452186615
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=452186700
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†  I Will Open Your Graves 
 

T he people of the Old Testament did not believe in life after death in the same way 

that we do.  They thought that all who died ended up in a vague sort of existence 

called "Sheol" or "Shadow Land."  The idea of posthumous 

reward or punishment only came in the last few centuries 

before Christ.  When Ezekiel speaks of "opening graves" he 

is probably referring to the symbolic burial of those living 

in exile.  The people of Israel were living as slaves in 

Babylon (Iraq).  The prophet uses a poetic view of exile as a 

form of living death.  He believes that the people will be 

returned to Jerusalem in a symbolic "resurrection."  He also 

uses this image in his depiction of the dry bones returning to 

life (Ez 37:1-14).  It is a masterpiece of imaginative poetry. 

†  Follow Us Live 
Streaming live our many worship services and events is nothing new 

for St. Paul’s.   We’ve been doing it for more than six years.  
Now during the current pandemic it is being discovered by many 

for the first time.   One parishioner wrote “It was really meaningful 
to me and my wife as I'm sure was to many others "attending" from 
home.  I hadn't experienced a live-streamed service before and had 

no idea it could still feel like corporate worship even though we 
are all separated.  It's an understatement to say it was 
very comforting to come together during this anxious 
time.”   
 Most of our services are available on YouTube Live or 
Facebook Live.  Check it out and why not introduce it to 
your friends who may be looking for a church and don’t 
know what to expect?  The services can be watched live or 
later online.  Just click on the 
YouTube button (right) or tab 
on our website for more info.   

The Jericho Partnership has launched a diaper drive 

to make sure the families they serve have one less 

essential need to worry about.  Compassionate 

supporters can drop diapers to 22 Maple Ave., Danbury 

(weekdays through 6:00 pm) or 13 Rose St., (weekday 

mornings are best). 

Ordering online and delivering to Jericho is also a 

much appreciated method!  Please use Jericho 

Partnership, 22 Maple Ave., Danbury, CT 06810, as the 

shipping address. 

They’ll be distributing diapers through their food pantry, in concert with other agencies 

in our city, and to those in need who contact us.  Thanks for helping us serve those most in 

need in Danbury. 

More than 1
00 people 

were watching o
ur 

service la
st Sunday! 

https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
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†  Happy Birthday to You! 

 

K athleen McKenna celebrates 
tomorrow!  Saturday is the big day for 

Susan Yurcisin.  Douglas Brown will be 
blowing out candles on Sunday.  Throw a party 
on Monday for, Barbara Davidson, Kirsten 
Peterson, Robin Powell & Ron Switzer.  
Bake a cake on Tuesday for Chris Goodman 
& Lauren Onorato.  Have a great day 
everyone! 
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 If interested, 

contact Pam Szen to 

sit at St. Paul’s ta
ble. 

prszen@gmail.com 

mailto:prszen@gmail.com
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†  Transforming Stewardship 
 

“Jesus said to her, ‘Did I not tell you that if you 
believe you will see the glory of God?”   John 11:40 

 

M any of us say that we believe in God.  We go to 
church on Sunday.  We volunteer for events at 

our parish.  But when life gets hard, the pressure is on, 
things aren’t going our way, do we really believe, do we 
really put our trust in the Lord?  When we live a life of 
gratitude, being thankful for the gifts we have been given, 
we really do see that God is providing all that we need. 

S t. Paul’s has started a new ministry … in 

Portuguese!  Our own Joe Bernardo 

prepares a timely message that is available on 

our website, our Facebook page and our 

YouTube channel.  You might want to check it out.  

Be sure to “like” it and share it with your Portuguese 

friends. 

†  Transforming Saints of God 
 

Thursday, March 26th 
 

Harriet Monsell 
Monastic, 1883 

 

H 
arriet Monsell (1811 – 25 March 1883) founded the Community of St John 
Baptist, an order of Augustinian nuns in the Church of England dedicated to 
social service, which by her death had expended to numerous houses, including 

in India and the Americas.  She was born Harriet O'Brien, in 1811, to one of Ireland's oldest 
Anglo-Irish families.  Harriet married Charles Monsell in 1839 while he 
was studying and receiving medical treatment at the University of 
Dublin, and they moved to Oxford the following year to complete his 
studies.  He was later ordained, but, due to his continued delicate health, 
much of their later married life was spent in Europe, including Naples.  
After her husband's death in 1850, she began working in Clewer near 
Windsor among former prostitutes and unwed mothers at a House of 
Mercy.  Soon, Harriet Monsell professed religious vows with two other 
women.  Initially they were called the Sisters of Mercy, but later changed 
their name to reflect their inspiration from John the Baptist's call to 
penitence.  She thus became Mother Superior of the Community of St 
John Baptist, established on November 30, 1852, and one of the first 
Anglican religious orders since the Reformation.  Because of their 
affiliation with the town of Clewer they are commonly called the 'Clewer 
Sisters'.  The women lived according to a rule attributed to St Augustine 
of Hippo.  During the new order's first five years, it expanded from 
assisting about thirty marginalized women to dedicating a building to 
serve about eighty.  As the Community of St John Baptist, guided by 
Mother Harriet's energy, extensive correspondence and humor, the nuns 
extended their original mission to running about forty institutions, 
including mission houses in various parishes, as well as orphanages, 
schools and hospitals. 

Mother Harriet retired to Folkestone in 1875 for health reasons, although she was 
occasionally able to visit the communities she founded.  She died on the morning of March 
25, 1883, which was Easter Sunday that year. 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/portugues.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/portugues.html
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†  Quarantine History  

M arch 27, 1915 was the day that “Typhoid Mary” was put into 

quarantine.  Mary Mallon was a vigorous, hard-working Irish

-American woman who worked as a cook in many wealthy households 

- and every one of them seemed to suffer an outbreak of typhoid fever.  

Eventually, health officials noticed the pattern, and doctors discovered 

that Mallon’s gallbladder was shedding typhoid bacteria in great 

numbers.  She admitted that she never washed her hands, even before 

cooking - but she saw no point in doing so, she said, since she was 

perfectly healthy.  An asymptomatic typhoid carrier was unheard of at 

the time, and Mallon refused to believe she was sick.  She changed her 

name and continued working as a cook for years, with disease and 

death following in her wake, until authorities placed her permanently in 

quarantine  

Lazarus 

"That imperious summons!  

Spring's restlessness among dry 

leaves. He stands at the grave's  

entrance and rubs death from his eyes, 

while thought's fountain recommences 

its play, watering the waste ground 

over again for the germination 

of the blood's seed,  

where roses should blow." 

R.S. Thomas (1913-2000) 

W atch your thoughts, they become words; 

watch  your words, they become actions; 

watch  your actions, they become habits; 

watch your habits, they become character; 

watch  your character, it becomes your destiny.  - Frank Outlaw 

 

W e can not stop the thoughts that come into our heads 

but we do not have to serve them tea.  - Rumi 

T he word April means “to open.”  This is the time of year that leaf 
and flower buds open.  In most northern countries, this is a 

month of transformation.  The day is now longer than the night.  Even 
if the nights are still chilly, the daytime sun is strong and growing 
stronger.  The earth itself seems to take part in the Passover of the Lord.  

A pril 1 is April Fools' Day, a day for benign foolishness, tricks, pranks, and 
other nonsense.  In 1983, Professor Joseph Boskin, an historian at Boston 

University, explained that the practice dates back to the Roman Emperor 
Constantine, whose jesters challenged him that a fool could run the empire as 
well as he could.  The emperor accepted the challenge and appointed a jester 
“king for a day” - and one the new king’s first actions was to decree an annual 
day of tomfoolery. 

After interviewing Professor Boskin, the Associated Press published the story 
nationally - and only later realized that Boskin, true to the spirit of the day, had 
made the whole thing up! 
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S omething there is that doesn't love a wall, 

That sends the frozen-ground-swell under it, 

And spills the upper boulders in the sun; 

And makes gaps even two can pass abreast. 

The work of hunters is another thing: 

I have come after them and made repair 

Where they have left not one stone on a stone, 

But they would have the rabbit out of hiding, 

To please the yelping dogs.  The gaps I mean, 

No one has seen them made or heard them made, 

But at spring mending-time we find them there. 

I let my neighbor know beyond the hill; 

And on a day we meet to walk the line 

And set the wall between us once again. 

We keep the wall between us as we go. 

To each the boulders that have fallen to each. 

And some are loaves and some so nearly balls 

We have to use a spell to make them balance: 

"Stay where you are until our backs are turned!" 

We wear our fingers rough with handling them. 

Oh, just another kind of out-door game, 

One on a side.  It comes to little more: 

There where it is we do not need the wall: 

He is all pine and I am apple orchard. 

My apple trees will never get across 

And eat the cones under his pines, I tell him. 

He only says, "Good fences make good 

neighbors." 

Spring is the mischief in me, and I wonder 

If I could put a notion in his head: 

"Why do they make good neighbors?  Isn't it  

Where there are cows?  But here there are no 

cows. 

Before I built a wall I'd ask to know 

What I was walling in or walling out, 

And to whom I was like to give offence. 

Something there is that doesn't love a wall, 

That wants it down."  I could say "Elves" to him, 

But it's not elves exactly, and I'd rather 

He said it for himself.  I see him there 

Bringing a stone grasped firmly by the top 

In each hand, like an old-stone savage armed. 

He moves in darkness as it seems to me, 

Not of woods only and the shade of trees. 

He will not go behind his father's saying, 

And he likes having thought of it so well 

He says again, "Good fences make good 

neighbors." 

+ Robert Frost 

 
 

T oday, March 26 is the birthday of American poet Robert Frost, born in San Francisco in 
1874.  He won the Pulitzer Prize for poetry four times.  He said, “One thing I 

care about and wish young people would care about, is taking poetry as the first form of 
understanding.  If poetry isn’t understanding all, the whole world, then it isn’t worth 
anything.” 

In this age of the new coronavirus and “social distancing,” Frost’s famous poem, 
“Mending Wall,” is worth revisiting. 
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P raiseWalks are back!  With the weather warming and the time change working in 

our favor, many parishioners have been hitting the Still River Greenway and 

practicing “Sociaql Distancing.  Get outside and enjoy the weather.  The Still River 

Greenway in Brookfield is a great way to start your exercise routine.  The basic route is flat, 

3.3 miles in length and takes about a hour to walk leisurely.  To join fellow parishioners 

contact Elsa Cutting at (203) 240-3329 for notifications.  “We leave ever day, Monday thru 

Friday at 5:45 pm.  Meet on the Greenway across from the old Hearth Restaurant.  More 

advanced hikes are being planned for the adventurous.  Keep watching Sword Points for 

updates and info. 
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†  This Sunday’s Readings 

 

The Raising of Lazarus 

 

 Ezekiel 37:1-14 

I n our first reading the prophet has a vision of the bones of a dead and hopeless people 

being restored to new life in their homeland.  The Lord calls upon Ezekiel as son of 

man to prophecy that the people who have experienced exile and many hardships will live 

again.  The Spirit of the Lord restores their spirit and breath, and they rise 

from death.  Although this passage can be understood to anticipate the hope 

of individual resurrection, Israel did not yet have this belief. 

 Psalm 130 

The psalmist calls to the merciful Lord and waits upon God for 

forgiveness and redemption. 

 Romans 8:6-11 

In this lesson Paul draws a contrast between minds dominated by fleshly 

and worldly things and those in whom Christ lives and are set on the Spirit.  

The person at enmity with God is incapable of fulfilling the intention of the 

law, but one in whom Christ dwells is animated by the Spirit of God, and that 

Spirit, through which God raised Jesus from the dead, also gives to believers 

true life in our mortal bodies. 

 John 11:1-45 

The gospel is the story of Jesus’ raising of Lazarus from the dead.  This is 

the last and greatest of Jesus’ signs, and it points beyond itself to the hope of 

a new life after death for all.  Only slowly do Jesus’ friends begin to 

understand what he is saying to them and the deeper meaning of their own words.  Soon the 

one who has raised Lazarus will himself be put to death, and then become the way of 

resurrection to eternal life. 

†  Pick Up Your Copy Today!  

 Synthesis Study Guides for each weeks readings will be 

available at the back of the church. 

†  Sermon Shorts 
 

N ow He has a Testimony, How About 

You?  To replay all our sermons, audio 

and videos follow this link for the Sunday 

Sermons.  Check out our Sermon Archives as 

 

 

John 11:1-45 
This story about Lazarus 

shares much in common with that 

of the Samaritan woman at the 

well. With the Samaritan woman 

the issue was seeing Jesus as 

the source of living water as 

compared to ordinary water. 

Here the issue is to see Jesus 

as the source of living life as 

compared to ordinary life.  

 
 

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Lent/ALent5_RCL.html#OLDTEST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Lent/ALent5_RCL.html#PSALM
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Lent/ALent5_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Lent/ALent5_RCL.html#GOSPEL
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermons.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermons.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/sermon-archives-2018.html
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†  This & That & Links 
(Click on pictures or red links for more info) 

 

Links We Like 
 

Things That Make You Think 
 

Back Issues of Sword Points 

 

A Smile from the Corona Virus 

 

    Without realizing it, the parish priest in 
Italy has become the protagonist of a viral 
post on social media.  In creating his video 
activated an infinity "filter" function.  The 
video started and he was filmed with funny 
"additions." 

†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 
 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 
such a privilege.  The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all 

time.  Please pray for… 
 
.....Joe Hock, Shirley Jessup and other 
parishioners convalescing in extended care 
facilities. 
.....Trinity, Hartford; St. Peter’s, Hebron; 
St. James’, Higganum; All Saints’, 
Ivoryton. 
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater 
Danbury area. 
.....The Program & Budget Committee, 
Faith & Order Commission; Convention 
planning committee; Convention worship 
committee. 
......Ginny Beck, Clayton Ferry, Gary 
Stein, Barbara Hock, Sue Balla, Rose Barrett, Jim Megura, Jay Lawrence, Alex, Ed 
Licence, Peter Sr. & Peter, Jr., Anthony, Paul Kovacs, Denise, Lee Rybos, Pam 
Altemus, Stu Terrill, Jennifer, Susan, Cathy Schrull, Anja, Katie, Doris, Karen, Kevin 
West, Pat Jennings, Beverly Hall, Jean, Pam, Joe Sampson, Robert, James, Eve, Mike, 
Barbara, Connor, Diane and Ray continued healing. 
.....the people of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam; the people of Gabon; the Diocese of 
Waikato & Taranaki (Aotearoa NZ & Polynesia) The Most Revd Philip Richardson 
(Primate); and our sister and brother members of the Fellowship of Independent Evangelical 
Churches. 
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of ISIS forces.  Pray also 
for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ. 
.....Michael for protection from mortar attacks in Somalia with the UN peacekeeping 
service. 
.....St. James’ Episcopal Church, Danbury and their Daily Bread Food Pantry, which is the 
recipient of our food basket collections for the month of March. 
.....Young Life Danbury, a ministry partner of the Jericho Partnership. 
.....For Families.  
.....That we open our hearts to see God’s active presence in our daily lives. 
.....Bill Beattie, founder and chairman of the Jericho Partnership, complete healing of 
Multiple Myeloma. 
.....for the unity of the scattered people of God. 
.....Hayden, broken vertebrae and will be in a back brace for 3 months to see if it fuses by 
itself (with God's help). 
.....Derek, grandson of a parishioner, hospitalized with Covid-19.  

 
 

 

Johnny cash reading 

nt 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/links.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/things-that-make-you-think.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/weekly-qsword-pointsq.html
https://www.trinityhartford.org/
https://www.stpetershebron.com/
http://stjameshigganum.org/
http://www.allsaintsivoryton.org/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vietnam
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gabon
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fellowship_of_Independent_Evangelical_Churches
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fellowship_of_Independent_Evangelical_Churches
https://www.saintjamesdanbury.org/
https://www.dailybreadfoodpantry.com/
http://danbury.younglife.org/
https://www.missionstclare.com/english/prayers/45.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/contact-us.html
https://youtu.be/Zl2w20APi6M
https://youtu.be/Zl2w20APi6M
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Just For the Joy of It! 
(And Christian Fellowship) 

 

 

 

†  It Takes An Editorial Board 
Contributors to this Weeks 

Sword Points: 
 

M ary Allen, Chuck Allen, Susan 
Balla, Chris Barrett, Jim 

Castronova, Dot Crocker, Mary Beth Durkin, 
Steve Hemming, Lois Hunt, Fr. Bill Loring, 

Beth Miller, Steven 
Nagy, Nicole 
O’Connors, Patrick 
O’Connors, Mary 
Perry, Ken Perry, 
Debbi Pomeroy, 
John Sarver, Joe 
Shepley, Tara 
Shepley, Pam Szen, 
David Szen, Ron 
Switzer, Jay Trott, 
John Tuthill, Gail 
Winkley. 

Random Fact of the 

Week! 
 

Did you know ... that during the great 

plague of Europe, the Pope passed a 

law to 
say “God bless you” to 

one 
who sneezed? 

 

https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
https://instagram.com/stpaulsb/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/God_bless_you

