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“Rejoice in the Lord
always. Again I will
say, rejoice!”
Philippians 4:4

Dear Family and Friends of St. Paul’s,

D

uring this time of uncertainty and
confusion it may seem difficult to find
things to rejoice in, but our great God is always
filling our lives with His gifts of love and
wonder. A sunrise of exceptional beauty
followed by a sunset of magnificence only God
can create. A moment of joy during a day of
fear or loneliness when a loved one calls us out
of the blue, prompted by our loving God. A
song of praise put into our hearts by an almighty
God to help us feel His presence. That
overwhelming sense of peace knowing there is
nowhere we can go that God is not already
there. Rejoicing in the greatest gift of all, God
sending His Son so that all who believe in Him
will have everlasting life.
This week let us rejoice in all that God is and
all that He does for us and share our joy in the
Lord with those we meet each day. Rejoice in
the Lord always!
Lois Hunt, Warden

† Name Your Price - It's Jesus, of Course!
“Thanks be to God for His indescribable gift!”

- 2 Corinthians 9:15 (NIV)

by John Tuthill

T

he more I look at the readings we have for this Sunday, the more it appears to me
that the Bible is one long continuous story of people breaking trust - and then
God repairing every broken trust once and for all by the finished work of Jesus
Christ. It's overwhelming. But as Jesus once said, "The Scriptures point to Me!" (John 5:39
NLT). Jesus is the Redeemer everyone must have - He is the "Finisher" of our faith.
In the first reading for this Sunday, tricky Jacob gets a taste of his own medicine. But
before he does, Jacob seems to have possibly bragged to his uncle Laban (Gen. 29:13 - "he
told him all these things"). Jacob may have crowed about how clever he's been all his life.
Perhaps he proudly told about tricking his brother so easily to get his brother's birthright in
exchange for only a plate of stew. He might also have told of using the trickery of a
disguise to receive his father's blessing, which his father had meant to give to his older
brother. When we finally catch up with Jacob this week, he discovers in a new twist what it
is like to be on the receiving end of clever deception and manipulation (Genesis 29:15-28).
A month goes by after Jacob first arrives as a guest at his uncle's home. Then Uncle Laban
shows he is quite clever also in the way he maneuvered Jacob into go to work for him.
Laban doesn't just come right out to ask "if" Jacob will serve and work for his household oh no - instead he tactfully and craftily says to Jacob that he should not begin working for
nothing (v.15). And, already understanding that Jacob had eyes for his daughter Rachel,
Laban asks (already knowing) what Jacob would like for his wages. Fast forward later to
chapter
31 verse
41,
Jacob
has had
enough!
He says
calls out
Uncle
Laban
for
getting
him to work seven years but then only to end up with the older daughter he did not want to
be with. Then, after seven more years to finally end up with Rachel, Laban got Jacob to
work an additional six years for his flocks. Jacob learns the hard way about trust that is
broken by those that ought to be trustworthy - even close family members. The deception
among all the members of this family is complicated and rampant. To get a small glimpse
of just how much more twisted the story gets, here is a short article about poor Zilpha,
mentioned in 29:24 (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zilpah). It seems breaking trust is an ongoing part of
the human
condition.
People may
want to deceive
themselves into
thinking this
does not apply
to them
personally, but,
as Job observed
to his friends, "Would it turn out well if He (the Lord) examined you??? Could you deceive
Him as you might deceive people?" (Job 13:9 NIV). Job seems to have answered his own
question, "True wisdom and power belong to Him. The deceived AND the deceiver are
His" (Job 12:16, BSB).
Thanks be to God!
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† This Date on the Church Calendar
Saturday, July 25th

Saint James, the Apostle

J

ames the son of Zebedee and his brother John were among the twelve disciples of Our
Lord. They, together with Peter, were privileged to behold the Transfiguration, to witness
the healing of Peter's mother-in-law and the raising of the daughter of Jairus, and to be
called aside to watch and pray with Jesus in the garden of Gethsemane on the night before His death.
James and John were apparently from a higher social level than the average fisherman. Their
father could afford hired servants, and John (assuming him to be identical with the "beloved disciple")
had connections with the high priest. Jesus nicknamed the two brothers "sons of thunder," perhaps
meaning that they were headstrong, hot-tempered, and impulsive; and so they seem to be in two
incidents reported in the Gospels. On one occasion, Jesus and the disciples were refused
the hospitality of a Samaritan village, and James and John proposed to call down fire from
heaven on the offenders. On another occasion, they asked Jesus for a special place of
honor in the Kingdom, and were told that the place of honor is the place of suffering.
Finally, about AD 42, shortly before Passover, James was beheaded by order of King
Herod Agrippa I, grandson of Herod the Great (who tried to kill the infant Jesus--Matthew
2), nephew of Herod Antipas (who killed John the Baptist--Mark 6--and examined Jesus on
Good Friday--Luke 23), and father of Herod Agrippa II (who heard the defense of Paul
before Festus--Acts 25). James was the first of the Twelve to suffer martyrdom, and the
only one of the Twelve whose death is recorded in the New Testament.
James is often called James Major (greater or elder) to distinguish him from other New
Testament persons called James. Tradition has it that he made a missionary journey to
Spain, and that after his death his body was taken to Spain and buried there. At
Compostela (a town the name of which is commonly thought to be derived from the word
"apostle", although a Spanish-speaking listmember reports having heard it derived from
"field of stars," which in Latin would be campus stellarum). His supposed burial place
there was a major site of pilgrimage in the Middle Ages, and the Spaniards fighting to drive
their Moorish conquerors out of Spain took "Santiago de Compostela!" as one of their chief
war-cries. (The Spanish form of "James" is "Diego" or "Iago." In most languages, "James" and
"Jacob" are identical. Where an English Bible has "James," a Greek Bible has IAKWBOS).

† This Week at St. Paul’s
Sat, Jul 25
Sun, Jul 26

Mon, Jul 27
Tue, Jul 28
Wed, Jul 28
Sat, Aug 1
Sun, Aug 2

- 7:30 am
10:00 am

-

John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford
PraiseMoves (Zoom)

- 8:00 am
9:15 am
10:30 am
12:00 pm
1:30 pm
- 7:00 pm
- 8:00 pm
-10:00 am
11 - 2 pm
- 7:30 am
10:00 am

-

Traditional Holy Communion (YouTube Live)
Traditional Holy Communion (YouTube Live)
Contemporary Holy Communion (YouTube Live)
What’s Cooking St. Paul’s? (Zoom)
PraiseMoves for Kids (Zoom)
Men’s Bible Study (Zoom)
PraiseKicks (Zoom)
Online Healing Prayer with Mary Perry (Zoom)
Drive-Thru Food Collection
John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford
PraiseMoves (Zoom)

- 8:00 am
9:15 am
10:30 am
1:30 pm

-

Traditional Holy Communion (YouTube Live)
Traditional Holy Communion (YouTube Live)
Contemporary Holy Communion (YouTube Live)
PraiseMoves for Kids (Zoom)

Check our website daily for schedule updates and new links.
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† ECCT Welcomes Newly Ordained Deacons

W

ith great joy, Bishop Laura Ahrens and Bishop Ian Douglas ordained six
persons to the transitional diaconate last Saturday, July 18. The four of these
newly ordained deacons will be serving as Missional Curates in the Episcopal
Church in Connecticut beginning September 1,
2020.
A Missional Curate is a ministry of the
Episcopal Church in Connecticut where a newly
ordained clergy person, who plans to work parttime in parishes while pursuing other
employment, is paired with a seasoned clergy
person who is also working part-time in a parish.
With funding provided by the budget of the
Episcopal Church in Connecticut for one year, the
Missional Curate works alongside the experienced
priest to learn the gifts and
challenges of part-time parish
leadership in this new missional
age. Following the curacy, after the
transitional deacon is ordained
priest, the new cleric will then be
posted as a part-time Priest-inCharge in a parish of their own.
The four new Missional curates
are Kate McKay-Dunar paired with
Jane Hale at Trinity Brooklyn, Stephen Nagy paired with David McIntosh at
Saint Marks Bridgewater, Matt Handi pair ed with Victor Roger s at All
Saints Oakville, and Helena Martin paired with Kevin Olds at Saint Paul’s
Southington. We give thanks to God for these new Missional Curates and the
parishes and clergy who are helping to form them as deacons and priests of
the future.
In addition to the four transitional Deacons serving as Missional Curates,
Tim O’Leary is serving as the full-time Assistant at Saint James’s West
Hartford and Shancia Jarrett is working as a Commissioner for the Housing
Authority in New Haven as she awaits placement in a parish.
To watch this past Saturday's Ordinations, click here.

“F

or I am convinced that neither death,
nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor
things present, nor things to come, nor powers,
nor height, nor anything else in all creation, will
be able to separate us from the love of God in
Christ Jesus our Lord.” The big “but” here is that
we need to accept that offer of eternal grace
with loving and thankful hearts, and respond to
his awesome promise by, in turn, living lives
dedicated to serving him and those in the world
around us in his name.
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Our doors will be open this Sunday for three services
at 8:00 am; 9:15 am and 10:30 am!

Please Note: Since we are
operating at 25% of our pew
space, we currently have more room at the
9:15 am service. Once we reach our 25% capacity, over flow
attendance will be relocated to Crocker Hall.

Welcome Back
If you plan on joining us in
person on Sunday, please
review our safety protocols
ahead of time. You can read
them by clicking HERE..
Thank you for wearing your
mask properly, covering your
mouth & nose at all times.
 Thank you for following the
ushers directions.
 Thank you for being respectful
of others needs, spaces and
beliefs as we all deal with the
reality of the Covid-19 Phase II
Guidelines.
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† Prayer in the Spirit
Genesis 29:15-28 • Psalm 105:1-11, 45b • Romans 8:26-39 Matthew 13:31-33,44-52

“T

he Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought,
but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words. And God, who
searches the heart knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the
saints according to the will of God” (Rom. 8:26-27).
Even if words are used in prayer, the Spirit intercedes with
groans and sighs more profound than words. In prayer, we cry, and
groan, and sigh in the Spirit. “When we cry, ‘Abba! Father!’ it is
that very Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of
God” (Rom. 8:15-16). “We know that the whole creation has been
groaning in labor pains until now; and not only the creation but we
ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly
while we wait for adoption, the redemption of our bodies” (Rom.
8:22-23). Because we have “the first fruits of the Spirit,” our prayer
is not only labor pain, but also the joy of a New Humanity about to
emerge. Prayer is not what we think or say or feel, but the Spirit’s
work in us and interceding for us.
In a treatise on the psalms, St. Ambrose reflects on the mixture of
words and music and their combined power. What he says is
illuminating for all prayer in the Spirit. The Spirit who intercedes is
the Spirit of the Risen Lord, and so the whole mystery of Christ is at
work in prayer. “In the psalms, then, not only is Jesus Christ born
for us, he also undergoes his saving passion in his body, he lies in
death, he rises again, he ascends into heaven, he sits at the right hand of the Father.” In a
sense, this is prayer, the life of Christ in us by the power of the Spirit.
Ambrose continues, “A psalm is a blessing on the lips of the people, a hymn in praise of
God, the assembly’s homage, a general acclamation, a word that speaks to all, the voice of
the Church, a confession of faith in song. It is the voice of complete ascent, the joy of
freedom, a cry of happiness, the echo of gladness. It soothes the temper, distracts from care,
lightens the burden of sorrow. It is a source of security at night, a lesson in wisdom by day.
It is a shield when we are afraid, a celebration of holiness, a vision of serenity, a promise of
peace and harmony. It is like a lyre, evoking harmony from a blend of notes. Day begins to
the music of a psalm. The day closes to the echo of a psalm” (Explanation of the Psalms;
Ps. 1, 9-12). The Spirit does all this work in us, bringing us to divine depths beyond mere
words.
My day begins with the recitation of psalms, though typically prefaced with a hymn
appropriate to the early morning. Again and again, I have seen these words:
Nostros piis cum canticis
With our pious songs
Fletus benigne suspice,
kindly receive our tears
Quo corde puro sordibus
That, having purified our hearts from sin
Te perfruamur largius.
We may enjoy you more fully.
Prayer is much more than words. Prayer in the Spirit is the sighing, groaning, and
weeping of our not-yet fully redeemed humanity. Prayer in the Spirit is also a cry of
happiness, an echo of gladness, the joy of freedom, security, and wisdom. We do not know
how to pray as we ought, but we have the Spirit who searches all things, even the depths of
God, and prays in us and for us.
Look It Up
Read Romans 8:26-27.
Think About It
Prayer is a gift.
6

- from The Living Church, 2020

† Who Died?
“For you died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God.”

Colossians 3:3

by Steve Hemming

W

hen I was young, our family used to take frequent car trips to destinations
along the east coast such as Virginia, Washington, DC, and Florida. Our
parents would ride in the front seat, with my sister Janda and me in the back.
While our parents would often chat, we were usually quiet in the backseat, whether we
were simply daydreaming, looking out the window at the sights, or, engaged in some sort of
activity. It would appear to any casual observer that neither Janda nor I were paying
attention to the conversations our parents were having, until the times Mom would quietly
tell Dad that someone had recently passed away. Seemingly out of nowhere, Janda would
immediately chime up, “Who died?”
If you watched her body language, you would never
know that Janda was listening to our parents in the car,
and yet the mere mention of the death of a family member,
friend, or neighbor, would inevitably trigger the “who
died,” question from my sister. This phrase would
become a family “classic,” and it is still one of my fondest
memories of Janda when we were kids.
God demonstrated His own love towards you and me,
in that while we were still sinners, His Son Jesus Christ
died for us.1 Jesus willingly laid down His life for all.2
And whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have
everlasting life.3
Having paid the penalty for our sin by His sacrifice, Jesus died for everyone, and we all
died with Him.4 Because we were bought at a price, we are no longer our own. 5 Since
Jesus died for all, we should no longer live for ourselves but for Him who died for us and
rose again.6
In the book of Romans, the Apostle Paul writes to us about the effect that Jesus’
crucifixion had on the sin in our lives; “We know that our old self was crucified with Him,
so that the body of sin might be rendered powerless.” 7 “For the death that He died, He
died to sin once for all; but the life that He lives, He lives to God. Likewise, you also,
reckon yourselves to be dead indeed to sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 8
If we who are Christ’s have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires,9 then we
should no longer live out our remaining time on earth for the lusts of the flesh, but for the
will of God.10 For the Apostle John cautions; “Do not love the world or the things in the
world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. For all that is in the
world - the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life - is not of the Father but
is of the world. And the world is passing away, and the lust of it; but he who does the will
of God abides forever.” 11
Are you dead to the things of this world,12 but
alive to Christ? If someone were to ask you
today, “Who died?” Would your answer be, “I
died, but Jesus lives in me?”

Happy Birthday to
my beloved sister,
Janda!

“I have been crucified with Christ; it
is no longer I who live, but Christ lives
in me; and the life which I now live in
the flesh I live by faith in the Son of
God, who loved me and gave Himself
for me.”
Galatians 2:20
1

4

7

10

2

5

8

11

Romans 5:8
John 10:15, 15:13
3
John 3:16

2 Corinthians 5:14
1 Corinthians 6:19-20
6
2 Corinthians 5:14

Romans 6:6
Romans 6:10-11
9
Galatians 5:24

1 Peter 4:2
1 John 2:15-17
12
Galatians 6:14
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† Ih-pis-kuh-puh l Dik-shuh-ner-ee
(Episcopal Dictionary)

Deacon [dee-kuh n]
Deacons (noun) … are members of one of three distinct orders of ordained ministry
(with bishops and presbyters). In the Episcopal Church a deacon exercises "a special
ministry of servanthood" directly under the deacon's bishop, serving all people and
especially those in need (BCP, p. 543). This definition reflects the practice
of the early church, in which deacons were ordained "not to the priesthood
but to the servanthood [diakonia, "ministry"] of the bishop" (Hippolytus,
Apostolic Tradition). In the ancient Greek-speaking world the term
diakonos meant an intermediary who acted or spoke for a superior.
Christian deacons were agents of the bishop, often with oversight of
charity. Since ancient times the liturgical functions of deacons have
suggested the activity of angels. As they proclaim the gospel, lead
intercessions, wait at the eucharistic table, and direct the order of the
assembly, deacons act as sacred messengers, agents, and attendants. The
revival of the order of deacons in the twentieth century has emphasized
social care and service. Many bishops in the Episcopal Church expect
their deacons to promote care of the needy outside the church. In addition
to those ordained deacon as a permanent vocation, there are also
"transitional deacons" who are ordained deacon as a preliminary step
toward ordination as a priest. This practice is required by the canons of
the Episcopal Church, but its theology and usefulness has been questioned
by those who favor direct ordination to the order for which one is chosen.

S

† Follow Us Live

treaming live our many worship services and events is nothing new for St.
Paul’s. We’ve been doing it for more than six years. Now during the
current pandemic it is being discovered by many for the first time. One parishioner
wrote “It was really meaningful to me and my wife as I'm sure was to many others
"attending" from home. I hadn't experienced a live-streamed service before and
had no idea it could still feel like corporate worship even
though we are all separated. It's an understatement to say it
was very comforting to come together during this anxious
time.”
Most of our services are available on YouTube Live or
Facebook Live. Check it out and why not introduce it to your
friends who may be looking for a church and don’t know what
to expect? The services can be watched live or later online. Just
click on the YouTube button
(left) or tab on our website for
more info.
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† Art in the Christian Tradition
Detail on Pearls

1595
Caravaggio
Galleria Doria Pamphilj, Rome

I

n this week’s Gospel,
the parable of the
priceless pearl led us to this
painting called the Penitent
Mary Magdalene by
Caravaggio.
The jewelry and the
stoppered liquor bottle on
the floor show the life Mary
Magdalene has left behind.
She now wants to repent her
sins. A tear runs down her
face.
It is said that Caravaggio
used a prostitute as model
for this painting. She is
dressed in contemporary
clothing.

"Be a nuisance to the world; be such a man that worldlings will be
compelled to feel that there is a Christian in their midst." - Charles Spurgeon

† Transforming Stewardship
“We know that all things work for good for those who
love God, who are called according to his purpose.”
- Romans 8:28

D

o you really trust God? Do you believe that all
things work for good? Faith is a challenge for
everyone at times. Putting our trust in God, in everything
we do, means that God’s plan for our lives may be
different than our plan. When one door closes, another
one opens. Trust in God, His plan is always better.
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† Prophets of Old
Thursday, July 23rd (Byzantine calendar)

Ezekiel

T

Prophet (6th century BCE)

he Jewish prophets lived a long time ago. Our world is so different from theirs
that often we have a difficult time understanding them. Ezekiel probably is the
most puzzling of all the prophets. He gave hope to his people at a time when
they needed it, and he was a port as well. His language is often wild and always thrilling to
read.
Part of Ezekiel’s
strangeness may be the result
of the difficult life he led. He
was a priest until he was taken
prisoner and carried off with a
large group of other exiles to
Babylon. Once there, he was
no longer allowed to do his
priestly work. But he still
cared deeply about his people
and his God. So over time he
became a prophet.
Ezekiel’s job was to turn
the hearts of the people back
to hope in God. The Book of
Ezekiel tells four
unforgettable visions. The first vision is of four creatures, each with four faces. Centuries
later, Christian artists used these four faces to depict the four gospel writers. Matthew is
shown as a human being, Mark as a lion, Luke as an ox and John as an eagle.
Another of Ezekiel's visions was of a field of dead, dry bones that grow flesh and come
to life. The people are like dead bones, Ezekiel is saying, and God will bring them to new
life by returning them to their homeland. His message reaches out to all people who face an
uncertain future.
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† Transforming Saints of God
Thursday, July 23rd

John Cassian

B

Abbot at Marseilles, 435

orn in Romania around 365, John Cassian struggled with the
problems of living the Christian life in a time when the
world seemed to be falling apart. As a young man he
traveled to a monastery in Bethlehem and later moved to Egypt, where
he sought the tutelage of the great founders of the ascetic movement of
the desert, such as Antony and Macarius.
At the heart of desert monasticism was the idea that the image of
God in each person, tarnished by sin but not destroyed, yearns to and
has the capacity to love God with the purity of heart with which God
loves us. Their aim in desert solitude was to rid themselves of the
anxieties and distractions that called their attention away from loving
God.
Cassian was initiated into this tradition before political pressures
forced him to leave Egypt in about 399. He moved to southern Gaul
and, in about 415, founded a house in Marseilles for monks, and later a
house for women religious. Though Cassian’s goal, like that of his
desert mentors, was the perfection of the individual soul, he insisted that
no one should embark on a monastic vocation alone. One should enter
a house where other monks are pursuing the same goal, live according
to a time-tested rule, and thereby gain the guidance and companionship
of the community.
Though Cassian remained committed to the desert ideal of
individual perfection, his insistence on the necessity of Christian
community and loving moderation was the basis for Benedictine monasticism, which
eventually became the basic spirituality of the Western Church. It was perhaps a paradox
that only in community could the Christian soul: “lose sight of earthly things in proportion
to the inspiration of its purity so that . . . with the inner gaze of the soul it sees the glorified
Jesus coming in the splendor of His majesty.”
Cassian died in Marseilles in about 435.

S

t. Paul’s has a weekly ministry … in
Portuguese! Our own Joe Bernardo
prepares a timely message that is available on
our website, our Facebook page and our
YouTube channel. You might want to check it out.
Be sure to “like” it and share it with your Portuguese
friends.
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† The Threshing of
The Lord’s Precious Grain

this, not the smallest, lightest, or most
“For, lo, I will command, and I will sift
shriveled grain, is permitted to fall to the
the house of Israel among all nations, like as ground.
corn is sifted in a sieve, yet shall not the least
Every individual believer is precious in
grain fall upon the earth.” - Amos 9:9
the sight of the Lord, a shepherd would not
lose one sheep, nor a jeweler one diamond,
very sifting comes by divine
nor a mother one child, nor a man one limb
command and permission. Satan
of his body, nor will the Lord lose one of His
must ask leave before he can lay a finger
redeemed people.
upon Job. Nay, more, in some sense our
However little we may be, if we are the
siftings are directly the work of heaven, for
the text says, “I will sift the house of Israel.” Lord’s, we may rejoice that we are preserved
in Christ Jesus.
Satan, like a lowly serf, may hold the
sieve, hoping to destroy the corn; but the
Charles H. Spurgeon,
overruling Hand of the Master is
Morning And Evening
accomplishing the purity of the grain by the
very process which the enemy intended to be
destructive. To the precious, but much-sifted
corn of the Lord’s floor: be comforted by the
blessed fact that the Lord directs both
threshing-stick and sieve to His own glory,
and to your eternal profit.
The Lord Jesus will surely use the fan
which is in His hand, and will divide the
precious from the vile. All are not Israel that
are of Israel; the heap on the barn floor is not
clean food, and hence the winnowing process
must be performed. In the sieve true weight
alone has power. Husks and chaff being
devoid of substance must fly before the wind,
and only solid corn will remain.
Observe the complete safety of the Lord’s
wheat; even the least grain has a promise of
preservation. God Himself sifts, and
therefore it is stern and terrible work; He sifts
them in all places, “among all nations”; He
sifts them in the most effectual manner, “like
as corn is sifted in a sieve”; and yet for all

E
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† Make a Meal - Make a Difference
Dear Church Friends: We have three separate foodrelated ministries currently underway at St. Paul’s:
Drive Thru Food Collection - this occurs every other
Wednesday from 11 am - 2 pm. Our next collection is
July 29th.
From 11 to noon the food collected goes to the food
pantry that we would
normally be supporting with
our Sunday morning food
collations. Then, from noon to 2 pm the food collected is
delivered to the Jericho Food Pantry in Danbury.
Shalom Garden Project - We sent everyone green bean seeds!
We hope those with home gardens will help supplement the
pantries we support by sharing their homegrown produce. We
hope everyone plants their seeds and shares their beans!
Make a Meal ~ Make a Difference: this ministr y is
currently sponsoring at risk adults in our Northwest region by
providing homecooked meals that we store in the church
freezer. These meals are picked up by our missionary or social
workers and
Thank you ST. Paul’s once again
delivered every two
weeks. Meals will be for standing in the gap for us. We are
needed for July 29th not getting as many food donations as
we had, so thanks to you and
to support this ministry.
everyone at St. Paul’s! As an FYI, all
Thank you all who participate in these three
of the food had been sorted and
separate food-related ministries: Volunteers,
organized by the time I got here this
Donors, Cooks, Drivers, Vegetable Gardeners.
afternoon and is ready to go out when
We are so very grateful for your support to
we open the pantry on Friday.
support our neighbors in needs.
Thanks and Blessings.
Upward in focus. Outward in Mission.
Don’t like to cook?
You can always help
by donating food
containers. Contact
Pam Szen for more
info.
Prszen@gmail.com
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Mark Grasso, Jericho Partnership

† Next Food Collection Drive - Wednesday July 29th

O

ur Drive Thru Food Collections continues to serve those affected by the COVID
pandemic.
Our next collection is next Wednesday from 11 am - 2 pm. Recipients of the July 29th
food drive are the Brookfield Food Pantry (donations received from 11:00 – 12:00) and
Jericho
(donations received from 12:00 – 2:00). The pantries we
provide food to are still in need of our donations.
If you have a home garden and would like to participate in
the Shalom Garden project by providing some of your
homegrown produce, Jericho will accept fresh vegetables.
Not all pantries will accept fresh produce. We will accept
fresh produce during the 12 pm – 2 pm shift which will then
be delivered to Jericho immediately following the food
drive.
VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED: If you have an hour to
spare on alternate Wednesdays and if you have a truck or
large vehicle, please contact Pam Szen prszen@gmail.com.
We especially need a vehicle for the 12 pm - 2 pm shift.
Thank you to all our volunteers and donors. The
pantries we serve are so grateful.

† Shalom Garden Update

G

Cooperative Extension Services

ot gardening questions? You can always ask the Farmer’s Almanac, but you
should also know about your own Connecticut’s cooperative extension service.
They are made up of local experts
who provide on-the-ground advice with tricky
insect problems, the best varieties to plant in your
area, and more!
What is a Cooerative Extension?
In 1914, the U.S. Department of Agriculture
partnered with a nationwide network of universities
to create a system of “extension” services. The
goal of these services was to provide farmers
across the country with advice from local experts
regarding all things agriculture and farming.
The program was a huge success, and today,
there are extension services in all 50 states (though
some are not associated with the USDA).
Extension services routinely put on community
events, hold lectures and courses, and answer gardening and farming questions from locals.
Typically, an extension service has a “home base” located at a prominent university in the
state, but will often have a series of county offices, too.
The closest Cooperative Extension Service to us is the UConn—Fairfied Countu Extion
Center located at 67 Stony Hill Road in nearby Bethel. Their phone number is (203) 2078440. Contact them for advice on anything from combating local pests to choosing plant
varieties suitable for our area. Extension services are also the place to turn to to get your
garden soil tested (usually for a small fee), enroll in a Master Gardener program, or get your
child involved in a 4-H club.
Although we LOVE to answer your gardening questions here on our website,
sometimes the knowledge of a local expert is
required! Consult your local cooperative
extension service for free advice.
UConn Extension is on a collaborative
journey. They work together with
families, students, communities,
businesses, farmers, and statewide
partners. They educate. They bring
together diverse groups to help solve
problems.
Carol Ferro and Pam Szen visited the
local extension center in Bethel recently. Did
you know that all the food grown in their garden
is donated to local food pantries. Last year more
than 800 pounds of fresh produce was donated.
For more information about The Shalom Garden
Project, contact Carol Ferro at ferrora@msn.com or
Pam Szen at prszen@gmail.com
Click on the link below for some interesting facts and statistics.
https://cahnr.uconn.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/2959/2020/05/Extension-Impact-Flyer2019-4-pages.pdf
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A

lice Brown & William Mullen blow out the candles tomorrow. Michael Crisalli
open presents on Saturday. Allison Chaleski, Benjamin Franklin & Sandra
Visser will be another year older and wiser on Sunday. Thr ow a vir tual party for
Alexandra Barbieri on Tuesday. Have a blessed day everyone!
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H

eaven’s imperial rule, also known as the
kingdom of heaven, seems like a pretty
interesting and exciting place to be. The faithful
Christian is one who does what they can to help
this part of God’s dream come closer to reality
each and every day. How are you helping it come
about?
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† Ancient Christian Writers
A reading from “Homily 65 on Matthew” by John Chrysostom, Bishop of
Constantinople [407].

T

he sons of Zebedee press Christ: “Promise that one may sit at your
right side and the other at your left.” What does he do? He wants to
show them that it is not a spiritual gift for which they are asking, and that
if they knew what their request involved, they would never dare make it. So
he says: “You do not know what you are asking,” that is, what a great and
splendid thing it is and how much beyond the reach even of the heavenly
powers. Then he continues: “Can you drink the cup which I
must drink and be baptized with the baptism which I must
undergo?” He is saying: “You talk of sharing honors and rewards
with me, but I must talk of struggle and toil. Now is not the time
for rewards or the time for my glory to be revealed. Earthly life is
the time for bloodshed, war and danger”.
Consider how by his manner of questioning he exhorts and
draws them. He does not say: “Can you face being slaughtered?
Can you shed your blood?” How does he put his question? “Can
you drink the cup?” Then he makes it attractive by adding:
“which I must drink,” so that the prospect of sharing it with him
may make them more eager. He also calls his suffering a
baptism, to show that it will effect a great cleansing of the entire
world. The disciples answer him: “We can!” Fervor makes them
answer promptly, though they really do not know what they are
saying but still think they will receive what they ask for.
How does Christ reply? “You will indeed drink my cup and be
baptized with my baptism.” He is really prophesying a great
blessing for them, since he is telling them: “You will be found
worthy of martyrdom; you will suffer what I suffer and end your life with a
violent death, thus sharing all with me. But seats at my right and left are
not mine to give; they belong to those for whom the Father has prepared
them.” Thus, after lifting their minds to higher goals and preparing them to
meet and overcome all that will make them desolate, he sets them straight
on their request.
“Then the other ten became angry at the two brothers.” See how
imperfect they all are: the two who tried to get ahead of the other ten, and
the ten who were jealous of the two! But, as I said before, show them to me
at a later date in their lives, and you will see that all these impulses and
feelings have disappeared. Read how John, the very man who here asks for
the first place, will always yield to Peter when it comes to preaching and
performing miracles in the Acts of the Apostles. James, for his part, was
not to live very much longer; for from the beginning he was inspired by
great fervor and, setting aside all purely human goals, rose to such
splendid heights that he straightway suffered martyrdom.
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† This Sunday’s Readings
Rapid Growth from Small Beginnings
Genesis 29:15-28
n our sequential reading from Genesis, Jacob meets his match in his future fatherin-law, the deceptive Laban. We encounter the cultural power of custom, here
applied to women when it is deemed inappropriate to marry off the younger daughter
Rachel before the elder daughter Leah. God makes no overt appearance in these events,
though God’s promise is at work even in the unlikely interactions of an exploitative
father-in-law, two competitive sisters, and the compromised patriarch Jacob.
Psalm 105:1-11, 45b
Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52
A hymn of praise celebrating God’s forming of a people through the
generations.
Even those who are accustomed
Romans 8:26-39
to finding and trading fine things
In this lection Paul expresses his great confidence that God is for us,
might still encounter a lifemaking love known to humankind through the sacrifice of the Son and
changing
experience. Even those
the help of the Spirit. The Spirit pleads with God for us, interceding when
words fail. We learn that God works for good with those called according
involved in the church all their lives
to God’s purpose. Nothing, therefore, can separate us from the love of
might still be transformed in ways
One who did not withhold from us the divine Son. Neither mortal
beyond their imagining.
distress nor supernatural power can separate us from such love.
Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52
Our gospel is five of Jesus’ short parables: the mustard seed, the leaven, the hidden
treasure, the priceless pearl, and the net. They suggest how the action of God’s reign is
realized. What seems insignificant is suddenly of great importance. It is like a marvelous
gift which one seizes upon joyfully and for which all else is willingly sacrificed. The
kingdom takes all kinds, and the sorting out must await the end. Wise servants will
recognize
treasure
both old
and new.

I

† Pick Up Your Copy Today!
Synthesis Study Guides for each weeks readings will be
available at the back of the church.

† Sermon Shorts

G

roaning for the Spirit. To replay all our
sermons, audio and videos follow this link
for the Sunday Sermons. Check out our Sermon
Archives as well.
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† Your Prayers Are Requested For…

t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and
such a privilege. The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all
time. Please pray for…
.....Joe Hock, Harlan & Shirley Jessup and other
parishioners convalescing in extended car e
facilities.
.....Christ Church, Roxbury; St. John’s, Salisbury;
Trinity, Seymour; Christ Church, Sharon.
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury
area.
.....Parish office volunteers; curates; seminary interns;
parish assistants and associates; missional curacies.
.....Ginny Beck, Clayton Ferry, Gary Stein,
Barbara Hock, Sue Balla, Rose Barrett, Jim
Megura, Jay Lawrence, Ed Licence, Peter Scalzo,
Jr., Anthony, Paul Kovacs, Denise, Lee Rybos, Stu
Terrill, Jennifer, Susan, Anja, Katie, Doris, Karen, Beverly Hall, Joe Sampson, Clare
Lyon, Robert, James, Eve, Mike, Barbara, and Diane continued healing.
.....the people of the Republic of Mauritius; the people of Venezuela; the Diocese of
Northwest Texas (The Episcopal Church) The Rt Revd Scott Mayer; and our sister and
brother members of the Uniting Reformed Church in Southern Africa.
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of ISIS forces. Pray also
for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ.
.....Michael for pr otection fr om mor tar attacks in Somalia with the UN peacekeeping
service.
.....F.A.I.T.H. Food Pantry, Sandy Hook & Newtown, the recipient of our food basket
collections for the month of July.
.....Advance Auto Parts, Danbury, a marketplace partner of the Jericho Partnership.
.....The Oppressed.
.....That we learn to put our trust in God in everything we do.
.....Bill Beattie, founder and chair man of the J er icho Partner ship, complete healing of
Multiple Myeloma.
.....For the youth of our age in their search for the pearl of identity, ask for God’s wisdom.
.....Hayden, br oken ver tebr ae and will be in a back br ace for 3 months to see if it fuses
by itself (with God's help).
.....Julianna, 3 year s old, healing of a br ain tumor . Pr ay also for her par ents, Patr icia
and Mikey, and concerned relatives and friends.

† This & That & Links

(Click on pictures or red links for more info)

Links We Like
Things That Make You Think
Back Issues of Sword Points

Johnny cash reading
nt
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Jesus compared the
kingdom of God to
one of the smallest
seeds on Earth and
over 2000 years later,
the truth of this
teaching can be seen
all across the globe .

Just For the Joy of It!
(And Christian Fellowship)

Random Fact of the
Week!
Did you know ... that the wor ld;s
largest waterfall is underwater?
Yes, there are waterfalls under the
ocean. At the Denmark Strait, the
cold water from the Nordic Sea is
denser than the Irminger Sea’s
warm water, making it drop almost
two miles down at 123 million
cubic feet per second.

†

It Takes An Editorial Board
Contributors to this Weeks
Sword Points:

M

ary Allen, Chuck Allen, Susan
Balla, Chris Barrett, Jim
Castronova, Dot Crocker, Mary Beth Durkin,
Steve Hemming,
Lois Hunt, Nicole
O’Connors, Patrick
O’Connors, Mary
Perry, Ken Perry,
Debbi Pomeroy,
John Sarver, Joe
Shepley, Tara
Shepley, Helen
Sheridan, Pam Szen,
David Szen, Ron
Switzer, Jay Trott,
John Tuthill, Gail
Winkley.
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