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Dear Church Friends:

A

s we enter the “dog days of summer” and are fighting “COVID
Fatigue,” it can be easy to lose heart. But you are making a difference.
A big difference!

We currently have three separate food-related ministries underway at St. Paul’s:
Drive Thru Food Collection – this occurs every other Wednesday from 11:00
am - 2:00 pm. Yesterday (July 29th) we
delivered two truckloads of food: one
to the Brookfield Food Pantry; one to
the Jericho Food Pantry in Danbury.
The following note was received from
Jericho yesterday after they received
our food delivery:
“Once again, thank you and everyone at St. Paul’s for the wonderful food
donation. You folks always bless us with what we need the most, and I have to say
getting all of the Capri Sun drinks will also be a huge blessing to the kids who will
be receiving the food.”
~ Mark Grasso, Director of Operations, Jericho Partnership
Our next food collection will be on Wednesday, August 12 from 11 - 2 pm and
will support the Victory Christian Center in Danbury and the Jericho Food Pantry in
Danbury.
Thank you all for your generous contributions and to the volunteers who have
braved this hot summer weather to receive and deliver all the food you donate.
Shalom Garden Project - We sent
everyone green bean seeds! We hope
those with home gardens will help
supplement the pantries we support by
sharing their homegrown produce. We
(Continued on page 3)
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(Continued from page 2)

hope everyone planted their seeds and shares their beans! Thanks once again to
another generous home gardener who provided fresh zucchini yesterday that was
delivered one of the food pantries we support.
Make a Meal ~ Make a Difference - This ministry is currently sponsoring at
risk adults in our region by providing homecooked meals that we store in the church
freezer. These meals are picked up by
our missionary or social workers and
delivered every two weeks. Yesterday,
42 meals were picked up to be delivered
and today another seven meals will be
picked up for delivery. While there are
still frozen meals in the church freezer,
additional meals are needed on August
12th. Pam will contact all our cooks to
let you what is needed. We will no
longer need any strictly non-meat meals
as one of the people we sponsor is
moving out of our region.
We have now delivered 223 meals to
four individuals!
Thank you all who participate in these three separate food-related ministries:
Volunteers, Donors, Cooks, Drivers, Vegetable Gardeners. We are so very grateful
for your support in helping our neighbors in need. You are making a difference. A
big difference!

† This Week at St. Paul’s
Sat, Aug 1

- 7:30 am
8:00 am

-

John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford
PraiseMoves (Zoom)

- 8:00 am
9:15 am
10:30 am
1:30 pm
Mon, Aug 3 - 7:00 pm
Tue, Aug 4 - 8:00 pm
Wed, Aug 5 -10:00 am
11 - 2 pm
Thu, Aug 6
Sat, Aug 8 - 7:30 am
10:00 am
Sun, Aug 9
- 8:00 am
9:15 am
10:30 am
12:00 pm
1:30 pm

-

Traditional Holy Communion (YouTube Live)
Traditional Holy Communion (YouTube Live)
Contemporary Holy Communion (YouTube Live)
PraiseMoves for Kids (Zoom)
Men’s Bible Study (Zoom)
PraiseKicks (Zoom)
Online Healing Prayer with Mary Perry (Zoom)
Drive-Thru Food Collection

-

John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford
PraiseMoves (Zoom)

-

Traditional Holy Communion (YouTube Live)
Traditional Holy Communion (YouTube Live)
Contemporary Holy Communion (YouTube Live)
What’s Cooking St. Paul’s? (Zoom)
PraiseMoves for Kids (Zoom)

Sun, Aug 2

Check our website daily for schedule updates and new links.
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† Living Bread
“I am the living bread that came down from heaven.
If anyone eats of this bread, he will live forever. ”

- John 6:51 (BSB)

by John Tuthill

T

his Sunday's Gospel reading is...Epi-Glorious! (And, yes, that is a made-up
word.) After three Sundays in Matthew chapter 13, we are moving on to
Matthew chapter 14, verses 13-21. To put it in context, we are skipping over one
of the most necessary parts in this gospel and that is a kind of bookmark event - the death of
John the Baptist. "JTB" was key at the start of Jesus's earthly ministry at the baptism way
back in chapter 3. And at his death and his head put on a platter by Herod the (not so)
Great, JTB intensifies the focus of the opposition to Jesus by stepping out of the picture -"I
must decrease that He may increase" (John 3:30). John the Baptist has just died at the start
of this week's gospel, and, Jesus has just been rejected by the people of His own home-town
of Nazareth. Looking ahead to the Sunday after this week, we will still be in Matthew 14 in
the verses immediately following, (verses 22-33). That is just a little bit of context, but this
short little part assigned for this week packs a powerful punch all on its own.
"Now when Jesus heard this..." (that is, that His cousin John the Baptist had been
executed) "He withdrew from there in a boat to a deserted place by Himself." (v. 13).
Hmmm... It seems familiar that right after the last time Jesus was with John the Baptist at
the baptism, Jesus was also driven out to a "deserted" place - which was to be tempted by
Satan. More connections to that in a minute - but the people that are the audience of
Matthew's Gospel seem to be people of Hebrew descent, people who know and have a
background or reference point to understand from their
"Old Testament" Scriptures. Matthew seems to be
pointing them back to those Scriptures and saying that
they were actually all about Jesus, the promised and
foretold "Messiah" / Savior / the Christ. In this
reading Jesus is suddenly again in the "deserted"
wilderness. More connections to that in a minute also.
But when the people heard that Jesus was out in the
desert wilderness, they followed out to Him from the
surrounding towns, great huge numbers of people as
compared to the whole populations. So, all of the
people in the surrounding region come out to see Him
- although the people who knew Him in Nazareth had
just concluded He was not to be listened to. So, when
Jesus went to the shore, He saw when He got out of
the boat a great crowd and He had compassion on
them, curing all of the sick. He had mercy on them!
He showed an attribute also echoed from the Hebrew Scriptures about God - a "steadfast
love" for His people. It seems to be an example of God's character, looking out on His
fallen creation and "His steadfast love endures forever" (Psalm 136). Godly charity,
compassion, words are lacking even to express this so it is good to see a picture of it in
Jesus in the text for this Sunday. God desires to give His people what they need - in this
case, the bread! Jesus feeds the 5,000 men plus the women and children famously from five
little loaves and two little fish - with 12 baskets full of leftovers, and that is more than what
He started with! Way-back when God's people were in need of bread out in the desert
wilderness, there was "mana" provided to them, in spite of the sin of these people who
received it. And in this reading, Jesus re-performs His provision of bead once again. Jesus
blessed and said thanks for the food from the perspective of His humanity, and then Jesus
flips to provide as God does to feed the crowd - via the Disciples / Apostles that were given
it to provide to the crowd. Now, one connection promised earlier is that Satan tempted
Jesus to make bread for Himself, which Jesus refused to do, but now Jesus does make the
bread and entrust it to the Disciples to distribute. That bread that the people most
desperately need, Jesus is and Jesus provides.
Thanks be to God!
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Our doors will be open this Sunday for three services
at 8:00 am; 9:15 am and 10:30 am!

Please Note: Since we are
operating at 25% of our pew
space, we currently have more room at the
9:15 am service. Once we reach our 25% capacity, over flow
attendance will be relocated to Crocker Hall.

Welcome Back
If you plan on joining us in
person on Sunday, please
review our safety protocols
ahead of time. You can read
them by clicking HERE..
Thank you for wearing your
mask properly, covering your
mouth & nose at all times.
 Thank you for following the
ushers directions.
 Thank you for being respectful
of others needs, spaces and
beliefs as we all deal with the
reality of the Covid-19 Phase II
Guidelines.
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† The God of All Nations
Genesis 32:22-31 • Psalm 17:1-7,16 • Romans 9:1-5 • Matthew 14:13-21

S

peaking the truth in Christ, St. Paul reveals his anguish over “my kindred
according to the flesh” who have not received the message of Jesus Christ. “I
have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart. For I wish that I myself
were accursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my own people, my kindred according
to the flesh. They are Israelites, and to them belong the adoption, the glory, the covenants,
the giving of the law, the worship, and the promises; to them belong the patriarchs, and from
them, according to the flesh, comes the Messiah, who is over all, God blessed forever.
Amen” (Rom. 9:2-5).
The promises of God to Israel are irrevocable. The Church, therefore, cannot think of
itself as an enclosed treasury of divine promise and favor. Divine promises to Israel, and,
for that matter, providential guidance to other peoples and nations, have a place in the
Church, felt as “a great sorrow and unceasing anguish” (Rom. 9:2). The Church is in pain
because its life in Christ extends to every family, language, people, and nation, and yet this
truth is not and has never been fully realized. In a sense, Paul’s anguish is necessary, a
wound for the Church to bear in all times. The Church is in birth pangs as it awaits the
incorporation of all humanity, not merely along institutional lines, but in the hearts of
Church members.
Consider the inner life of Jesus. “When he went ashore, he saw a great crowd; and he
had compassion for them and cured their sick. When it was evening, the disciples came to
him and said, ‘This is a deserted place, and the hour is now late; send the crowds away so
that they may go into the villages and buy food
for themselves.’ Jesus said to them, ‘They do
not need to go away; you give them something
to eat.’ They replied, ‘We have nothing here
but five loaves and two fish.’ And he said,
‘Bring them here to me.’ Then he ordered the
crowds to sit down on the grass. Taking the
five loaves and the two fish, he looked up to
heaven, and blessed and broke the loaves, and
gave them to the disciples, and the disciples
gave them to the crowds. And all ate and were
filled. The number of those who ate was about
five thousand men, besides women and
children” (Matt. 14:14-21). Jesus Christ is the
lovingkindness of God poured out upon all
flesh. Jesus Christ is bread for the world. His compassion is his Cross, a “sorrow and
unceasing anguish” as he gives himself in sacrificial love. All those who have been baptized
into Christ are called to share this pain.
Our God is the God of all nations. “See, you shall call nations that you do not know, and
nations that you do not know shall run to you, because the Lord your God, the Holy One of
Israel, has glorified you” (Isa. 55:5). “The Lord is gracious and full of compassion, slow to
anger and of great kindness. The Lord is loving to everyone and his compassion is over all
his works” (Ps. 145:8-9).
If we tell ourselves that our love extends to everyone and our compassion to all the
works of God, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. We are often narrow, small,
constricted, and exclusive; our hearts are hardened, and our necks stiff. In this state, we feel
little real pain; we invest in our personal protection and promote our own blindness. It
would be a blessing to acknowledge this, and then take the first steps toward a broader
vision of God and humanity.
Look It Up
Read Matthew 14:19-21.
Think About It
Five thousand men, besides women and children, equals the whole human race.
- from The Living Church, 2020
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† Transforming Saints of God
Thursday, July 30th
and Anthony

William Wilberforce, 1833
Ashley-Cooper, Lord Shaftesbury, 1885
Prophetic Witnesses

W

illiam Wilberforce was born into an affluent Yorkshire family in 1759 and
received his education at Cambridge. In 1780, he was elected to the House of
Commons, serving until 1825. Drawn to the evangelical expression of the Church from
1784, his colleagues convinced him not to abandon his political
activism in favor of his newfound piety, but, as a consequence,
he refused appointment to high office or to a peerage.
Wilberforce passionately promoted overseas missions,
popular education, and the reformation of public manners and
morals. He supported parliamentary reform and emancipation
for Roman Catholics. Above all, he is remembered for his
persistent, uncompromising, and single-minded crusade for the
abolition of slavery and the slave trade, for which he received
the blessing of John Wesley.
Wilberforce’s eloquence as a speaker, his charm in personal
address, and his profound religious spirit made him a formidable
power for good; and his countrymen came to recognize in him a
man of heroic greatness. Wilberforce died in London on July
29, 1833, and was buried in Westminster Abbey.
nthony Ashley-Cooper was born in 1801, son of the Sixth Earl of Shaftesbury.
Given the courtesy title of “Lord Ashley,” he was educated at Harrow and Oxford,
and became a Member of Parliament at the age of 25,
representing the pocket borough of Woodstock that was
controlled by the Shaftesbury family.
Inspired by his evangelical convictions, he soon
took up the challenge of social reform, with particular
concern for the just treatment of factory workers,
particularly children. Lord Ashley led the charge in
Parliament to limit workers’ hours and improve work
and safety conditions. He also successfully introduced
legislation that regulated the working conditions of
women and children in the mines, and restricted the
abuse of little boys as chimney sweeps.
Lord Ashley devoted his parliamentary career to
issues of injustice at all levels of English society, with
particular concern regarding the oppression of women
and children. He was an outspoken critic of slavery.
For many years, Lord Ashley was president of the
British and Foreign Bible Society. Like Wilberforce,
he was a man of prayer and deep faith, and his diaries are filled with profound spiritual
reflections. Lord
Ashley died on October 1, 1885.

A

S

t. Paul’s has a weekly ministry … in
Portuguese! Our own Joe Bernardo
prepares a timely message that is available on
our website, our Facebook page and our
YouTube channel. You might want to check it out. Be
sure to “like” it and share it with your Portuguese
friends.
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 Other Faith Traditions - Tisha B’Av
Tisha B’Av

T

The 9th of the month of Av
Sunset July 29, 2020 - Nightfall July 30, 2020

isha B’av (The Ninth of Av) is a day of mourning and fasting. The holiday
commemorates various tragedies that befell the Jewish people throughout
history, particularly the destruction of the two temples in 586 BCE and 70 CE.
It is believed that many of the tragedies remembered on Tisha
B’Av actually occurred on this date. Tisha B’av is the
culmination of a three-week period of mourning.
Tisha B’Av requires some of the same prohibitions as Yom
Kippur, including eating or drinking, bathing, anointing the
body with oil, wearing leather shoes, etc. However, Tisha
B’Av does not carry the same prohibitions as Shabbat. The day
is observed by chanting the book of Lamentations and reciting
mourners’ prayers,
while sitting on the
ground or on stools.
As a day of mourning, one is expected to refrain
from smiling, laughing, or chatting idly.
Like Yom Kippur, there is a pre-fast meal and
a break-fast meal for Tisha B’Av, with no food or
drink allowed during the holiday. The pre-fast
meal is known as seudah ha-mafaseket (literally,
“meal of separation” or “concluding meal”).
Traditionally, the pre-fast meal contains only
bread, water, and a hard-boiled egg dipped in
ashes, to symbolize the destruction that is mourned. The break-fast meal usually consists of
light, dairy foods. Some Jews also refrain from eating red meat or chicken and drinking
wine on the 9 days leading up to Tisha B’av. This restriction is in place to acknowledge the
tragic destruction of the Second Temple, and to reinforce the solemn nature of the nine days.
It is customary to avoid greeting people on Tisha B’av, due to the solemn nature of the
day.

Pray for a good harvest, but keep on plowing!
There is an old table Grace which
says: “Christ in the wilderness five
thousand fed, with two small fishes and
fives loaves of bread. May the God
above, who made that division, descend
upon us and our provision. Amen.”
Perhaps you can use it this week as you
thank God for the great variety of gifts
He gives us.
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† The Sower
“Therefore hear the parable of the sower: When anyone hears the word of the
kingdom, and does not understand it, then the wicked one comes and snatches away
what was sown in his heart. This is he who received seed by the wayside. But he
who received the seed on stony places, this is he who hears the word and
immediately receives it with joy; yet he has no root in himself, but endures only for
a while. For when tribulation or persecution arises because of the word,
immediately he stumbles. Now he who received seedamong the thorns is he who
hears the word, and the cares of this world and the deceitfulness of riches choke the
word, and he becomes unfruitful. But he who received seed on the good ground is
he who hears the word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and
produces: some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty.”
Matthew 13:18-23

by Steve Hemming

One day, back in the spring of 1979, I found myself wandering about on the
grounds of the National Shrine of the Divine Mercy at Eden Hill, in Stockbridge,
Massachusetts. I was troubled, lonely, and lost. From seemingly out of
nowhere, a man approached me, and introduced himself as Fr. Seraphim
Michalenko. Little did I know at the time, that my chance encounter with Fr.
Seraphim would become the “beginning of a beautiful friendship,” to quote
the famous last line from the popular Humphrey Bogart movie,
“Casablanca.”
Starting that very day, Fr. Seraphim began to share Jesus and the
Word of God with me. I was unfamiliar with the contents of the Bible,
and while I knew about Jesus, I didn’t know Him. Over the course of the
next year, Fr. Seraphim used a variety of materials, particularly from
Derek Prince Ministries, to help me develop an understanding of the Word, and of Jesus, the
Word.1 As I learned about Jesus, and of His love and sacrifice for me, 2 over time, my
emotions and general outlook towards life began to improve significantly.
Although I left Stockbridge in August, of 1980, to complete my college education, Fr.
Seraphim and I kept in touch, and occasionally, we visited together. However, for no
particular reason, the last time we connected and saw one another was back in February of
2010. Despite our lack of communication, Fr. Seraphim remained close to my heart, and in
my thoughts and prayers.
In the beginning of the month, as I was returning from a visit with friends in western,
Connecticut, I drove north up Route 7 to Stockbridge. I went up to Eden Hill to spend time
with the Lord and pray. While there, I engaged in a pleasant conversation with a young
seminarian, Brother Tyler, and I asked him if Fr. Seraphim still lived there. Tyler affirmed
that he did, so, when I got back home to Worcester, I sent off a letter to Fr. Seraphim, and a
few days later, I received a call from him. We had a wonderful chat and made plans to visit
together on July 17th.
Words cannot describe what a joy it was to see and spend time with Fr.
Seraphim. During our blessed fellowship, we shared our mutual love for the
Lord and His word, and got caught-up with what was going on in each other’s
lives. I praise God for reuniting us after all these years.
While only God knows my eventual eternal outcome, had Fr. Seraphim not
shared the Lord and His word with me, beginning back in 1979, that resulted in
my eventual acceptance of Jesus Christ as my Lord and Savior, it’s possible that
my name might not be written in the book of life.2 Are you a sower of the
Word? 3 Do you regularly share the gospel with others? 4 If not, why not?
Thank you, Fr. Seraphim, my dear friend and brother in Christ Jesus, for sowing the
Word of God in me, which in His time, yielded fruit.

“I thank God every time I remember you!.”
1
2

John 1:1
Revelation 3:5, 13:8, 17:8, 20:12,15

3
4

Fr. Seraphim
Michalenko, MIC

Philippians 1:3

Mark 4:14
Matthew 28:19
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 Other Faith Traditions - Eid al-Adha
The Feast of Sacrifice
The 9th of the month of Av
July 29, 2020 - July 31, 2020

E

id al-Adha or the Feast of Sacrifice, is celebrated by Muslims all over the world as a
major holiday for a period of three to fours days. The majority of Muslims will
attend the special prayers held at different major mosques and Islamic centers in the United
States and all over the world.
Muslims usually wear new clothes and some exchange gifts while children are
entertained and take a day off from school, including college students. Many Muslims also
do not go to work on that day.
When asked about the origin of Eid al-Adha, The
Prophet of Islam, Muhammad, is reported to have said,
“It is a tradition that has come down to us from
Abraham.”
The Feast of Sacrifice dates from the historic event
when Prophet Abraham was commanded by God, in a
form of a dream vision, to sacrifice his son, Ishmail. But
while he was in the act of sacrificing his son, God sent
the Angel Gabriel with a huge ram. Gabriel informed
Abraham that his dream vision was fulfilled and
instructed him to sacrifice the ram as a ransom for his
son. The story is mentioned in Chapter #37 of the Holy
Qur'an.
Eid al-Adha enjoys special significance because the Day of Sacrifice marks the climax
of Hajj or Pilgrimage, the fifth pillar of Islam. This annual pilgrimage to Makkah and
Madinah in Saudi Arabia is an obligation only for those men and women who are physically
and financially able to perform it once in their lifetime.

† And with a Smile

G

ood day everyone. I hope that you are keeping cool in the hot weather.
Most elderly do not take to the hot weather so please check on them
frequently.
If you notice people who are in their 80’s and 90’s do not smile too much.
Many elderly have family but they are too busy to deal with their relatives. They are heart
broken, miserable, people who no one comes to see them. This next segment is on smiling
which came to me through a friend. It was written by Gail Cashman of Newtown, CT.
What is a smile? Well it takes less muscles to smile than it is to frown. You do not have
to pay for a smile, but it can bring a person from the dumps to a person whose face
brightens up. You can have a smile on your face for a short time or a long time,
but it can last forever. Many people need a smile whether you are rich or poor,
man or woman. It brings joy in the home and gives a good feeling when two
people who are in business can have a good feeling. It can give rest to the
downhearted, joy to the discouraged and sunbeams to the sad. God gave us the
ability to smile at our fellow man to lift them up. Did you know that you cannot buy
gold, you cannot borrow it or steal it? It is of no value until it is given away. Some people
do not have time to give a smile, but you can. As we go through this pandemic let us reach
out and help our elderly with kindness, joy, and a smile.
Susan Balla, BS HHA/CAN, Ministry on Aging, ECCT
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† Art in the Christian Tradition
Jacob and the Angel
Annete Gandy Fortt

"A

nnette Gandy Fortt is a printmaker and painter who lives in Silver Spring,
Maryland. Her
work reflects her
surroundings and the
people who inhabit them.
It is also deeply influenced
by her Christian spiritual
moorings. After twentynine years working as an
artist while also teaching in
the public schools of
Memphis, New York and
Northern Maryland, she has
retired to focus on her craft.
Presently Annette is
working on a series of
pieces in pastel that were
inspired by her trip to
Ghana in 2007. Since
receiving her Master of
Fine Arts degree at New
York’s Pratt Institute in
1981, Annette has shown
widely in invitational, solo
and juried shows in the
New York and Washington
DC metropolitan areas. Her work is held in numerous private and public collections."
"St Augustine sees the five loaves of bread as the Torah, the
first five books of the Bible, which nurtures those who depend on
every word which comes from the mouth of God (Deut. 8:3).
Two fish symbolize Christ giving two commandments -love God and love of neighbor. Venerable Bede adds an
interesting moral application for us. By blessing the
loaves, Jesus teaches us to bless our daily bread. Like the
poor barley loaves and little fish, we can offer our poor
human qualities to Jesus, who can bless and transform
the gift of ourselves for service to others. Moral strength
comes from fellowship wit Jesus who offers us healing power
in the frequent reception of the Eucharist." (Majernik, 101)

† Transforming Stewardship
“Why spend your money for what is not bread;
your wages for what fails to satisfy?”
- Isaiah 55:2

O

f all the ways we are asked to be generous,
giving our money can be the most
challenging. God understands this. Remember though
that we are called to be generous with all our gifts,
including our money. We are called to give from our
“first fruits” and not from what is “leftover.”
11
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† Israel, Revisited 

T

† Tabgha 

ranquil Tabgha, on the north-western shore of the Sea of Galilee, is best known
for Christ’s miraculous multiplication of loaves and fish to feed a multitude.
But it is also remembered for Jesus’ third appearance to his disciples after his
Resurrection, when he tested and commissioned St Peter as leader of his Church.
Two churches commemorate these events, and pilgrims find the place a serene location
for meditation, prayer and study.
Tabgha is at the foot of the Mount of
Beatitudes, about 3km south-west of
Capernaum. The name is an Arab
mispronunciation of the Greek Heptapegon
(meaning “seven springs”). Several warm
sulphurous springs enter the lake here,
attracting fish especially in winter.
This was a favorite spot for fishermen from
nearby Capernaum, and its beach was
familiar to Jesus and his disciples. It is easy
to imagine Jesus speaking from a boat in one
of the little bays, with crowds sitting around
on the shore.
According to chapter 14 of Matthew’s
Gospel, the miraculous feeding came after
Jesus learned that Herod Antipas had beheaded his cousin, John the Baptist.
Jesus “withdrew in a boat . . . to a deserted place by himself.” Crowds followed and he
had compassion on them, curing their sick.
In the evening he told the multitude - 5,000 men, plus women and children - to sit on the
grass. Then he took five loaves and two fish, “looked up to heaven,
and blessed and broke the loaves . . . and the disciples gave them to
the crowds.” After they had eaten, the leftovers filled 12 baskets.
The modern Church of the Multiplication of the Loaves and
Fishes at Tabgha stands on the site of a 4th-century church,
displaying Byzantine mosaic decorations that are among the most
elegantly executed in the Holy Land.
The whole floor depicts flora and fauna of the area in vibrant
colors - peacocks, cranes, cormorants, herons, doves, geese, ducks,
a flamingo and a swan, as well as snakes, lotus flowers and
oleanders.
But the best-known mosaic, on the floor near the altar, refers to
the miracle the church commemorates. It shows a basket of loaves
flanked by two Galilee mullet.
Beneath the altar is the rock on which it is believed Jesus placed
the loaves and fish when he blessed them.
13

M

ichaele O’Hara celebrates today. Mary Allen & Mandi MacDonald open
presents on Saturday. Doug Melody, Bonnie Wanzer & Connie Williams will
be another year older and wiser on Sunday. Throw a virtual party for Griffin Barbieri on
Tuesday. Nicole OÇonnors, Perry Simone & Marie Williams will be blowing out candles
next Wednesday. Have a blessed day everyone!
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† August

T

he eighth month is named after Augustus Caesar, who was
emperor at the time of the birth of Jesus. The month of August
was originally named Sextilis in Latin since it was the sixth month in the
ancient Roman calendar. The name of the month was changed to August
in honor of Augustus Caesar in 8 BCE. Augustus was the first Roman
Emperor. In the Northern Hemisphere, this month marks the fullness of
summer. The worship of the church during August reflects summer’s
abundance in celebrating the feast of the the Transfiguration.
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† Shalom Garden Project

R

ecently, Carol and Pam visited Tim
McManus who gave a tour of his
chickens and his 16’ x 40’ garden which
is jam-packed with fruits, vegetables, flowers & herbs.
Pretty amazing Tim! Thank you for letting us visit
and thanks for the tip about Japanese Beetles. If you
are having a problem with beetles, Spectracide Bag a
Bug is an effective way to rid your garden of these
pests.
For more information about The Shalom Garden
Project, contact Carol Ferro at ferrora@msn.com or
Pam Szen at prszen@gmail.com
Click on the button below for a video tour of
Tim’s garden.

S

† Follow Us Live

treaming live our many worship services and events is nothing new for St.
Paul’s. We’ve been doing it for more than six years. Now during the
current pandemic it is being discovered by many for the first time. One parishioner
wrote “It was really meaningful to me and my wife as I'm sure was to many others
"attending" from home. I hadn't experienced a live-streamed service before and
had no idea it could still feel like corporate worship even
though we are all separated. It's an understatement to say it
was very comforting to come together during this anxious
time.”
Most of our services are available on YouTube Live or
Facebook Live. Check it out and why not introduce it to your
friends who may be looking for a church and don’t know what
to expect? The services can be watched live or later online. Just
click on the YouTube button
(left) or tab on our website for
more info.
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† This Sunday’s Readings
A Miraculous Feeding

O

Genesis 32:22-31

ur Hebrew Bible reading tells how Jacob, on the night before his confrontation with
his brother Esau, wrestles all night with a man he comes to recognize as God. Many
years earlier Jacob had tricked Esau and stolen his blessing and birthright. Now Jacob has
grown rich in the service of his father-in-law Laban, but he greatly fears his meeting with his
brother. Jacob’s struggle with God may in part express his guilty conscience and coming to
terms with the evil he had done. He has to fight for a blessing and permission to return to his
homeland. For his new life he is given a new name, Israel, but is left with
an injury as a sign of God’s supremacy and a reminder of his wrong.
Matthew 14:13-21
Psalm 17: 1-7, 16
"This lesson invites us to remember our
A plea for justice and protection by one who has followed God’s ways.
Romans 9:1-5
own wildernesses, our own places of
In this reading Paul expresses his anguish and sorrow that so many of
chaos, when our own insufficiencies
the children of Israel, the people especially favored by God, have not found
may
have been blessed, broken, and
the Lord’s promise. To them belong the covenants, the law, and so much
given away. And yet it was precisely in
else. From their nation Christ himself came. Paul would go to great
lengths, even see himself as outcast, if such would help Israel to know its
risking that impossible insufficiency
salvation. Later in this letter Paul tries to explain how this all may be part
that there was enough. Indeed, more
of God’s plan of redemption, which in the end will include Israel with the
than enough."
Gentiles.
Matthew 14:13-21
Our gospel is the story of Jesus’ feeding of over five thousand persons. After the death of
John the Baptist, Jesus seeks a time of retreat. The crowds, however, follow him, and he has
compassion on them. The narrative suggests many levels of meaning. It recalls Old
Testament stories, especially God’s feeding of the Israelites with manna in the wilderness, and
points forward to the legendary banquet at the end of time where Christ the King will preside.
The abundant
miracle illustrates

Jesus’ lordship; he
is intimate with
the powers of
creation. Other
themes associated
with the Eucharist
are close at hand.

† Pick Up Your Copy Today!
Synthesis Study Guides for each weeks readings will be
available at the back of the church.

† Sermon Shorts

L

ining up the circles. To replay all our
sermons, audio and videos follow this link
for the Sunday Sermons. Check out our Sermon
Archives as well.
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† Your Prayers Are Requested For…

t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and
such a privilege. The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all
time. Please pray for…
.....Joe Hock, Stu Terrill, Harlan & Shirley Jessup
and other parishioners convalescing in extended
care facilities.
.....Good Shepherd, Shelton; St. Paul’s, Shelton; St.
Alban’s, Simsbury.
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury
area.
.....Christ Church Cathedral’s ministry in Hartford;
the Cathedral Chapter; honorary canons of our
Cathedral.
.....Ginny Beck, Clayton Ferry, Gary Stein,
Barbara Hock, Sue Balla, Rose Barrett, Jim
Megura, Jay Lawrence, Ed Licence, Peter Scalzo,
Jr., Anthony, Paul Kovacs, Denise, Lee Rybos, Jennifer, Susan, Anja, Katie, Doris,
Karen, Beverly Hall, Joe Sampson, Clare Lyon, Robert, James, Eve, Mike, Barbara,
and Diane continued healing.
.....the people of the Kingdom of Morocco; the people of Vietnam; the Diocese of Nzara
(South Sudan) The Rt Revd Richard Bbikoyesu Aquilla; and our sister and brother members
of the Southern Presbyterian Church (Australia) .
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of ISIS forces. Pray also
for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ.
.....Michael for pr otection fr om mor tar attacks in Somalia with the UN peacekeeping
service.
.....Victory Christian Center, Danbury and their Food Pantry, which is the recipient of our
food basket collections for the month of August.
.....Right Choice Painting, New Milford, a marketplace partner of the Jericho Partnership.
.....The stewardship of creation.
.....That Jesus is our first option and not our last resort when faced with difficult
circumstances.
.....Bill Beattie, founder and chair man of the J er icho Partner ship, complete healing of
Multiple Myeloma.
.....That the ministers of the gospel may be people of genuine conversion and prophetic
voice.
.....Hayden, br oken ver tebr ae and will be in a back br ace for 3 months to see if it fuses
by itself (with God's help).
.....Julianna, 3 year s old, healing of a br ain tumor . Pr ay also for her par ents, Patr icia
and Mikey, and concerned relatives and friends.

† This & That & Links

(Click on pictures or red links for more info)

Links We Like
Things That Make You Think
Back Issues of Sword Points

Johnny cash reading
nt
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Original Gospel hymn by the Dixie
Hummingbirds.

August 2020
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday
1
7:30 am John 21:12

Group

8:00 am PraiseMoves

2 9 Pentecost

3

4

5

8:00 am Traditional
7:00 pm Men’s Bible
8:00 am PraiseKicks
Communion
Study
9:30 am Rector’s Forum
10:30 am Sunday School
10:30 am Contemporary
Communion

10:00 am Weekly
Prayer Service

9 10 Pentecost

12

10

11

10:00 am Weekly
Prayer Service

16 11 Pentecost

19

8:00 am Traditional
Ante-Communion
9:15 am Traditional
Ante-Communion
10:30 am Contemporary
Ante-Communion
1:30 pm PraiseMoves for
Kids

23 12 Pentecost

7:00 pm Men’s Bible
8:00 am PraiseKicks
Study

8
7:30 am John 21:12

Group

13

14

15 St. Mary
the Virgin
7:30 am John 21:12

11-2 pm Drive Thru
Food Collection

Group

10:00 am PraiseMoves

7:30 pm - Vestry Meeting

20

21

10:00 am Weekly
Prayer Service

22
7:30 am John 21:12

Group

10:00 am PraiseMoves

24
25
St. Bartholomew 8:00 am

8:00 am Traditional
Ante-Communion 7:00 pm Men’s Bible
9:15 am Traditional
Study
Ante-Communion
10:30 am Contemporary
Ante-Communion
1:30 pm PraiseMoves for
Kids

30 13 Pentecost
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7

10:00 am PraiseMoves

8:00 am Traditional
7:00 pm Men’s Bible
8:00 am PraiseKicks
Ante-Communion
Study
9:15 am Traditional
Ante-Communion
10:30 am Contemporary
Ante-Communion
1:30 pm PraiseMoves for
Kids
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6
Transfiguration

26
PraiseKicks

27

28

29

10:00 am Weekly
Prayer Service

7:30 am John 21:12

11-2 pm Drive Thru
Food Collection

10:00 am PraiseMoves

31

8:00 am Traditional
7:00 pm Men’s Bible
Ante-Communion
Study
9:15 am Traditional
Ante-Communion
10:30 am Contemporary
Ante-Communion
1:30 pm PraiseMoves for
Kids
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Group

Just For the Joy of It!
(And Christian Fellowship)

Random Fact of the
Week!
Did you know ... that the Snellen
eye chart (pictured) developed by
Hermann Snellen in 1862 is the
topselling
poster in
U.S.
history?

†

It Takes An Editorial Board
Contributors to this Weeks
Sword Points:

M

ary Allen, Chuck Allen, Susan
Balla, Chris Barrett, Jim
Castronova, Dot Crocker, Mary Beth Durkin,
Steve Hemming,
Lois Hunt, Nicole
O’Connors, Patrick
O’Connors, Mary
Perry, Ken Perry,
Debbi Pomeroy,
John Sarver, Joe
Shepley, Tara
Shepley, Helen
Sheridan, Pam Szen,
David Szen, Ron
Switzer, Jay Trott,
John Tuthill, Gail
Winkley.
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