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Sound Guidance 

Vol. LXVII - No. 9 
 

The Sword of the 
Spirit was started 

in 1954 by the Rev. 
A. Pierce Middleton 

Dear Friends, 

As summer nears its end, as our young ones prepare to begin 

school in various forms, and we focus on more changes 

ahead, our Epistle assigned for this Sunday gives us sound guidance 

with the call to hope, patience and prayer. 

 We rejoice in hope by believing that 

God is for us in Christ, promising to be 

with us in everything, even our suffering, 

while bringing us heaven on earth through 

the Holy Spirit's leading.  Prayer is our 

response in accessing this peace and 

presence of God, flowing into action in 

bringing hope to others. 

 We no doubt know of others who need 

encouragement in these challenging times.  

Let's pray that God will allow us the 

privilege of being lights to others as Christ 

shines through us, modeling hope, patience 

and perseverance.  Together, we can be 

just what the world needs right now as we 

remain united in love, witnessing the 

presence of the Risen Christ in our midst. 

Faithfully, 

Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, 

persevere in prayer.      Romans 12:12 

St.  Paul’s  Parish 
174 Whisconier Road 

Brookfield, Connecticut   06804 

(203) 775-9587 

www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com 
 

The Rev. Joseph Shepley, Rector 

 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com
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†  Ablaze But Never Burned 

 

“...the bush was blazing, yet it was not consumed.” 
- Exodus 3;2 (NSRV) 

by John Tuthill 
 

W 
ould you want to be shown first, or, would you rather want to be told first all 
about God and what He's done for you?  This week in our readings Moses 
meets our LORD - and for Moses the order seems to be that first he's shown 

and then he's told. (Exodus 3:1-15).  Moses was an 80-year-old man out tending to his father
-in-law's flocks in the wilderness when he brought them all the way out to "the mountain of 
God," which is Sinai.  Moses might have seen a spontaneous brush fire here and there out in 
the dry country over his decades of experience tending flocks.  But he had to stop and stare 
in puzzlement at this one particular bush, blazing away, yet never burning up or exhausting 
itself as fuel.  This bush just kept on blazing without burning itself out.  Strange..."I must go 
see it," he said to himself, for he was alone (v. 3). 

The well-known "burning bush" scene showed Moses (and us) quite a few unique and 
wonderful things about our Lord, who "dwelled" in the flames of the bush (Deut. 33:16).  
Also shown are pictures of what God has done for "my people" (v.7-8).  Firstly, Moses fully 
realized for the first time standing there before a "Holy!, Holy!, Holy!" God what a 
thoroughly wretched and sinful man he was.  He knew he must keep his distance or (as he 

wrote later) the fire would 
have burned him up.  In 
Deut. 4:24 Moses says, 
"The Lord your God is a 
consuming fire!"  And, 
God is unchanging.  
Because God was and is 
infinitely Holy and pure, 
even those we might think 
to be the best of humanity 
simply cannot possibly 
measure up - there is no 
way for anyone to be in 
proximity or nearness to 
God without necessarily 
being consumed.  It would 
be like getting too close to 
the sun, but unimaginably 
more-so because the sun is 
merely one of God's 
countless creations.  It 

could never happen that anyone could ever be with God for even a split-second, never mind 
for an eternity beginning now.  At least that WOULD be true...."But God..." the one and the 
same God that dwelled in the burning bush later on was willingly "found in appearance as a 
man, He HUMBLED Himself (Philippians 2:8) to share with us "the power of LIFE that 
CANNOT be destroyed, an indestructible life!" (Hebrews 7:16).  Yes, Jesus willingly came 
to "BE" for us the holiness required.  Jesus is "our holiness" (1 Cor. 1:30).  First, He takes 
away ALL of our unholiness onto Himself, which would be consumed by fire, and in 
exchanging His righteousness for our unrighteousness (2 Cor. 5:21) this can happen due to 
the price paid by Him "in-full" ("tetelestai") on the CROSS.  When our faith is fully in 
Christ alone (and, that faith is a gift) then God gladly and fully accepts you and me 
(incredibly) as Holy - just as Holy as Jesus Christ, Himself!  With our "hearts burning 
within us" as the two traveling disciples said after meeting the Resurrected Jesus, we as 
God's church can walk in the light of God (1 John 1:7) to spread the light of the Gospel for 
more and more people to also be ignited in this same never-consuming blaze, all for 
glorifying God (Matthew 5:16).  No one less than John the Baptist rightly predicted that 
Jesus Christ would be the one to "baptize YOU with the Holy Spirit and with 
Fire" (Matthew 3:11), ablaze but never burned."      Thanks be to God! 
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†  This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

Sat, Aug 29 - 7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford 
  10:30 am - PraiseMoves  (Zoom) 
Sun, Aug 30   
 - 8:00 am - Traditional Ante-Communion  (YouTube Live) 
  9:15 am - Traditional Ante-Communion  (YouTube Live) 
  10:30 am - Contemporary Ante-Communion  (YouTube Live) 
Mon, Aug 31 - 7:00 pm - Men’s Bible Study  (Zoom) 
Tue, Sep   1 - 8:00 am - PraiseKicks  (Zoom) 
Wed, Sep   2 -10:00 am - Online Healing Prayer Service  (Zoom) 
Sat, Sep   5 - 7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford 
  10:00 am - PraiseMoves  (Zoom) 
Sun, Sep   6   
 - 8:00 am - Traditional Ante-Communion  (YouTube Live) 
  9:15 am - Traditional Ante-Communion  (YouTube Live) 
  10:30 am - Contemporary Ante-Communion & 
        Blessing of the Backpacks (YouTube Live) 
  12:00 pm - What’s Cooking St. Paul’s?  (Zoom) 
 

Check our website daily for schedule updates and new links. 

†  This Date on the Church Calendar 
 

Saturday, August 29th 
 

The Beheading of St. John the Baptist 
 

A 
ll four Gospels give an account of John the Baptist as a prophet and preacher 
whose ministry created expectation and awakened a wave of repentance leading to 
baptism among many different groups of people.  Two Sundays in Advent focus on 

that preaching and the First Sunday after the Epiphany celebrates Jesus’ baptism by John as 
a central moment where the fullness of Christ’s humanity and divinity are revealed.  In 
Mark’s Gospel, John’s arrest is the moment when Jesus begins his public ministry.  John’s 
death likewise has a profound impact the narrative in the Gospels. 

Herod, who regarded John with the apprehension of a tyrant for a leader among the people 
and with the superstitious dread of the wicked for true spiritual 
power, let himself be cornered into condemning John to death.  
The Gospel recounts the sordid tale of a young woman’s 
manipulation and the foolish promise that Herod makes.  Caught 
by his own rash promise and pride, Herod has the man he fears 
put to death and his head delivered on a platter to the girl, who 
takes it to her mother, Herodias.  The gruesome narrative ends, as 
John’s disciples take his body and bury it and then go to Jesus to 
tell him what has happened. 

After the death of John the Baptist, Jesus, with his disciples 
withdraws from the crowds, but they follow.  No doubt the unjust 
execution of a fierce and admired prophet left many in fear, 
anger, and confusion.  That day’s teaching led to the Feeding of 
the Five Thousand and soon thereafter to the Transfiguration, 
Peter’s Confession, and the First Prediction of the Passion.  As 
John’s ministry had been integral to the beginning of Jesus’ 
ministry, John’s death was part of the turning point as the 
narratives turn towards Jerusalem and the cross. 

John’s role as the one who points towards Jesus and who baptizes him, the family 
connections that Luke’s birth narratives relates, and the role that John plays in the spiritual 
life of the people gives weight to his death which, like his preaching, foreshadowed Jesus’ 
ministry and his death. 

This feast, along with the Feast of the Nativity of St John the Baptist, found its place in the 
church’s calendar very early.  

Salome with the 

Head of John the 

Baptist, Caravaggio  

https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=452783070
https://zoom.us/j/234461676
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://zoom.us/j/709593513
https://zoom.us/j/917116165
https://zoom.us/j/91749461744?pwd=VWlJbDd0NVlvZGhLVGpPZ1pucjBiUT09
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=452783070
https://zoom.us/j/234461676
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://zoom.us/j/148360074
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†  A Better Way 

 

Exodus 3:1-15  •  Psalm 105:1-6, 23-26, 45c  •  Romans 12:9-21  •  Matthew 16:21-28 
 

W 
e want to survive.  Every fiber of our being cries out for life and recoils at real 
or imagined danger.  We fear those who may harm us, evils that may engulf us, 
wrongs that may demean us.  We are afraid, and we seek protection, emotional, 

and physical.  We ingest opinions we already hold to reinforce our convictions and to calm 
our nerves, though also to excite our sense of being right.  We consider the best means of 
protecting our person, family, and property.  We purchase security systems, put bars on our 
windows, and buy guns.  We keep watch.  Who knows when the thief may come?  We want 
to survive, and yet we are miserable.  “Those who want to save their life will lose it” (Matt. 
16:25). 

Imagine a very well protected life.  Imagine more than enough money, a safe place to 
live, professional success, well-adjusted adult children, and a retirement dream.  Settled in a 
50+ community, surrounded by people of a similar demographic, enjoying amenities and 
services in a gated paradise.  One could live as if every day were Saturday and every night 
Friday night.  It is possible, of course, to leave such a place occasionally to do some good in 
the world, but it is designed to be self-enclosed.  Once, I was visiting a family member who 

lived in a gated retirement 
community.  A woman there, whom I 
knew for all of thirty seconds, looked 
at me and said, “I am bored out of my 
mind.”  Indeed.  Life can be wasted 
amid toys, endless entertainment, and 
alcohol. 
 There is a better way.  Life is 
short; time is running out - show me 
the number of my days.  Jesus Christ 
gave his life as a free offering, a 
ransom for many.  He died for the 
ungodly, forgave his betrayers, and 
rose from the dead as the first fruits of 
a new creation.  He lives even now, 
and when we give our lives to him, 
lose ourselves in him, we find the 

source of our being and the purpose and goal of our life.  We are, like him, sent out to give 
ourselves for the life of the world.  It is a better way, and some rules help define it. 

“Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; love one another with 
mutual affection; outdo one another in showing honor.  Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit, 
serve the Lord.  Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer.  Contribute to 
the needs of the saints, extend hospitality to strangers” (Rom. 12:9-13).  The love which 
Christ has for you, he pours out upon all, and so your returning love must extend to all.  
Learn to seek peace.  “Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. … Do 
not repay evil with evil. … Never avenge yourself” (Rom. 12:14-19).  Let your emotions be 
supple, wise, alert, and responsive.  “Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who 
weep” (Rom. 12:15). 

This better way would be impossible if it drew upon human resources alone.  It does not.  
The love of God has been poured into our hearts by the power of the Holy Spirit.  The Holy 
Spirit, that is, the Fire of God, ignites our lives like the fire that danced through the branches 
of the bush on Mount Horeb.  “The bush was blazing, yet it was not consumed” (Ex. 3:2).  
We too are ablaze with the Fire of God, and from the power this of fire we live, and yet we 
are not consumed.  We each remain ourselves, the unique person Christ has created and 
called and sent. 
 

Look It Up: 
Read Matthew 16:25-26. 
 

Think About It 
Christ is your life.  Lose yourself in him.          - from The Living Church, 2020 

https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Pentecost/AProp17_RCL.html#ot1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Pentecost/AProp17_RCL.html#ps1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Pentecost/AProp17_RCL.html#nt1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Pentecost/AProp17_RCL.html#gsp1
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=465384460
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Our doors will be open this Sunday for three services 

at 8:00 am; 9:15 am and 10:30 am! 

Welcome Back 
 

If you plan on joining us in 

person on Sunday, please 

review our safety protocols 

ahead of time.  You can read 

them by clicking HERE..  
 

 Thank you for wearing your 
mask properly, covering your 
mouth & nose at all times. 

 Thank you for following the 
ushers directions. 

 Thank you for being respectful 
of others needs, spaces and 
beliefs as we all deal with the 
reality of the Covid-19 Phase II 
Guidelines. 

 

https://saintpaulsbrookfield.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=61c3c0e1c85361da820ab8127&id=90a75e6aee&e=14cdd37596
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†  Art in the Christian Tradition 

Scenes from the Life of Moses 
1481-1482 

Sistine Chapel, Vatican City 
 

T his is the second fresco on the southern wall of the Sistine Chapel.  It is part of the 
series on the life of Moses.  This fresco shows a number of events that preluded the 

journey from Egypt. 
In the bottom right Moses kills an Egyptian who had attacked a Hebrew (Exodus 2:11-

12). 
When Pharaoh heard of the murder Moses fled into the land of Midian (Exodus 2:15). 
There he drove away a group of shepherds who harassed the daughters of the local priest, 

Jethro.  Moses helped them to water their flock (Exodus 2:17). 
He was allowed to marry one of Jethro's daughters, Zipporah.  Moses lived in Midian as 

a shepherd.  The top left shows how one day God appears to Moses in a burning bush 
(Exodus 3:2). 

The ground he stands on is sacred so he has to take off his shoes (Exodus 3:5). 
God tells Moses to lead his people from Egypt to the promised land.  In the bottom left 

Moses and his family 
return to Egypt to 
perform that task 
(Exodus 4:20).  Another 
interpretation of that 
scene is that is shows 
the actual journey from 
Egypt, which was not to 
happen for many 
chapters. 
 On the wall opposite 
to this fresco Botticelli 
painted his Temptation 
of Christ.  Both works 
can be seen as preludes: 
the Temptation shows 
what preceded Jesus' 
preachings, and these 
Scenes show what 
preceded Moses' 
mission. 

†  Get Behind Me Satan! 

P oor Peter, Jesus promises to build his church on his 
like--then he calls him "Satan."  The apostle has 

had an insight into Jesus' nature.  He fails to understand 
the mission of Christ.  When the lord predicts his own 
death, Peter takes him aside and urges him to "cool it."  
That kind of talk will not attract more followers. 

As much for the benefit of the others, Jesus tells 
Peter that he is judging the mission by human 
standards.  He calls him a temptor.  In the book of Job, 
Satan is a sort of aid to God.  His mission is to test souls 
to prove their worthiness for God's blessings.  Only in 
later theology does Satan become equated with the devil. 

Jesus isn't calling Peter diabolical, he is simply advising 
him to get with the program through self-sacrifice. 
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†  Saints of God 
 

Thursday, August 27th 

Thomas Gallaudet with 

Henry Winter Syle 
1902, 1890 

 

M 
inistry to the deaf in the Episcopal Church begins with Thomas Gallaudet.  Without his 

genius and zeal for the spiritual well-being of deaf persons, it is improbable that a 

history of ministry to the deaf in the Episcopal Church could be written.  He has been 

called “The Apostle to the Deaf.” 

 Gallaudet was born June 3, 1822, in Hartford, the eldest son of 

Thomas Hopkins Gallaudet, founder of the West Hartford School for 

the Deaf, whose wife, Sophia, was a deaf-mute. 

 After graduating from Trinity College, Hartford, Thomas 

announced his intention of being confirmed and becoming a priest in 

the Episcopal Church.  His father prevailed upon him to postpone a 

final decision, and to accept a teaching position in the New York 

Institution for Deaf-Mutes.  There he met and married Elizabeth 

Budd, a deaf-mute.  Gallaudet was ordained deacon in 1850 and 

served his diaconate at St. Stephen’s Church, where he established a 

Bible class for deaf persons. 

 Ordained a priest in 1851, Gallaudet became Assistant at St. 

Ann’s Church, where he conceived a plan for establishing a church 

that would be a spiritual home for deaf people.  This became a reality 

the following year, with the founding of St. Ann’s Church for Deaf-

Mutes.  The congregation was able to purchase a church building in 

1859, and it became a center for 

missionary work to the deaf.  As a result of this ministry, mission 

congregations were established in many cities.  Gallaudet died on 

August 27, 1902. 

One fruit of Gallaudet’s ministry was Henry Winter Syle, who had 

lost his hearing as the result of scarlet fever.  Educated at Trinity; St. 

John’s, Cambridge; and Yale (B.A. and M.A.); Syle was a brilliant 

student, who persisted in his determination to obtain an education, 

despite his handicap and fragile health.  He was encouraged by 

Gallaudet to seek Holy Orders, and, having moved to Philadelphia, was 

supported by Bishop Stevens, against the opposition of many who 

believed that the impairment of one of the senses was an impediment to 

ordination.  Syle was ordained in 1876, the first deaf person to receive 

Holy Orders in this Church.  In 1888, he built the first Episcopal church 

constructed especially for deaf persons.  He died on January 6, 1890. 

Why did God tell Moses to remove his sandals as he 

approached the burning bush? 

Exodus 3:4-5 NIV  

S t. Paul’s has a weekly ministry … in 

Portuguese!  Our own Joe Bernardo 

prepares a timely message that is available on 

our website, our Facebook page and our YouTube 

channel.  You might want to check it out.  Be sure to 

“like” it and share it with your Portuguese friends. 

 

http://bible.gospelcom.net/bible?passage=Exodus+3:4-5&version=NIV&showfn=yes
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/portugues.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/portugues.html


 9 

 

 
 

As I was in my prayer closet trying to figure out what the Lord wanted me to write on, 
He gave me the Ten Commandments.  We are going to study what they mean and how can 
we follow them.  We are going to study one a month and maybe practice them. 

 

†  First Commandment: 
You Shall Have No Other Gods Before Me! 

 

W hat does God mean that I shall not have other gods.  Back in the old Testament, 
the people were worshiping Diana, Roman Sun God, The Golden Calf, even the 

statute of Pharaoh.  They thought this would bring women to have babies, heal sickness, 
when the tribes went to war they prayed to the God of War.  As you remember it was Moses 
that went up the mountain to converse with God.  He saw the Burning Bush and the bush 
talked to Moses saying you are on Holy Ground, take off your shoes.  Moses stayed quite a 
while and when he came down off the mountain, he saw that they were worshipping the 
Golden Calf.  He threw down the ten commandments and they broke adding to the sin that 
people were worshipping the golden Calf.  Moses had to go up the mountain and get another 
set of commandments.  These stones are in the Ark of the Covenant. 

Let us come into todays world.  What are we worshipping now?  Cell phones, PC’s, 
sports, government, ear pods, rock music that talks about Satan and how to worship him.  I 
could go on and on.  But there is only one true God to worship and that is the God that knew 
you before you were in your mother’s womb.  He knitted you in the womb and gave you 
gifts of the spirit.  This is the God that kept you from a car accident, falling off a cliff, being 
attacked and killed.  God (Joshua) or Jesus will come to your heart and knock to let Him in.  
No matter what you 
have been through, 
parents that drank, 
beat you up, pushed 
you out of the house, 
bullies at school, 
home, can’t find a job, 
society beating up on 
you.  “Come all ye 
who labor, and I will 
give you rest.”  All 
Senior Citizens if you 
find yourself not 
having any thing to do 
find a ministry.  
Women start a 
knitting group.  The 
people at the Cancer 
center at Danbury 
Hospital need caps 
after loosing their 
hair.  How about 
prayer shawls.  
Become a volunteer 
tutor.  Men take on a 
second profession or 
volunteer at 
something you love.  
If you always wanted to go fishing and did not have the time now is the chance to go 
fishing.  I could go on and on.  But just remember to put God first, family second and 
country third.  Put all instruments away for one week.  Read your Bible. 

Abba, I raise up to you all the senior citizens that have retired and have nothing to do.  
Open their eyes to what you want them to do.  Raise up an army of God to fight the invisible 
enemy and to fight for each and everyone to keep them safe.  In Jesus Name.  Amen. 

 

Susan Balla BS AB HHA Ministry on Aging 
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†  Next Food Collection Drive - Wednesday September 9th 

O ur Drive Thru Food Collections continues to serve those affected by the COVID 
pandemic. 

Our next collection is September 9th from 11 am - 1 pm.  Recipients of the September 
9th food drive are the St. James, Danbury Daily Bread 
Food Pantry and the Jericho Partnership.  The pantries we 
provide food to are still in need of our donations.  
 If you have a home garden and would like to 
participate in the Shalom Garden project by providing 
some of your homegrown produce, Jericho will accept 
fresh vegetables.  Not all pantries will accept fresh 
produce.   We will accept fresh produce which will then 
be delivered to Jericho immediately following the food 
drive. 
 VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED:  If you have an hour 
to spare on alternate Wednesdays and if you have a truck 
or large vehicle, please contact Pam Szen 
prszen@gmail.com.  We especially need a second vehicle.  
 Thank you to all our volunteers and donors.  The 
pantries we serve are so grateful. 

†  Make a Meal - Make a Difference 
 

Dear Church Friends:  We have three separate food-related 
ministries currently underway at St. Paul’s: 

Drive Thru Food Collection - this occurs every other 
Wednesday from 11 am - 1 pm.  Our next collection is 
September 9th. 

Our food collections go to the 
food  pantry that we would 
normally be supporting with 
our Sunday morning food 
collations, as well as the Jericho Food Pantry in Danbury. 

 Shalom Garden Project - We sent everyone green bean 
seeds!  We hope those with home gardens will help 
supplement the pantries we support by sharing their 
homegrown produce.  We hope everyone plants their seeds 
and shares their beans! 

 Make a Meal ~ Make a Difference:  this ministry is 
currently sponsoring at risk adults in our Northwest region 
by providing homecooked meals that we store in the church 
freezer.  These 
meals are 

picked up by our missionary or social workers 
and delivered every two weeks.  Meals will be 
needed for September 9th to support this 
ministry. 

Thank you all who participate in these 
three separate food-related ministries:  
Volunteers, Donors, Cooks, Drivers, 
Vegetable Gardeners.  We are so very grateful 
for your support to support our neighbors in 
needs. 

 

Upward in focus.  Outward in Mission. 

 

mailto:prszen@gmail.com
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†  Shalom Garden Project 
 

F or those of you who are growing zucchini, here is an alternative to baking zucchini 

bread. 

†  Follow Us Live 

S treaming live our many worship services and 
events is nothing new for St. Paul’s.   We’ve been 

doing it for more than six years.  Now during the current 
pandemic it is being discovered by many for the first time.   
One parishioner wrote “It was really meaningful to me 
and my wife as I'm sure was to many others "attending" 
from home.  I hadn't experienced a live-streamed service 
before and had no idea it could still feel like corporate 
worship even though we are all separated.  It's an 
understatement to say it was very comforting to come 
together during this anxious time.”   

Most of our services are available on YouTube Live or 
Facebook Live.  Check it out and why not introduce it to your friends who may be 

looking for a church and don’t know what to expect?  The 
services can be watched live or later online.  Just click on the 
YouTube button (left) or tab on our website for more info.   

What task did God charge Moses with at the burning bush? 

Exodus 3:7-10 NIV   

 †  Zucchini-Ricotta Fritters  

Directions: 
 In a large bowl, combine the zucchini, garlic, 
scallions, ricotta, eggs, lemon zest and 1 tsp. each of salt 
and pepper.  Stir well, then stir in the flour just until 
incorporated. 
 Line a large baking sheet with 
paper towels. In a large skillet, heat ¼ 
inch of olive oil until shimmering.  
Working in batches, add 2-tablespoon 
mounds of the zucchini batter to the hot 
oil, spreading them to form 3-inch 
fritters.  Fry over moderately high heat, 
turning once, until browned and crisp, 
about 3 minutes.  Drain the fritters on 
the paper towels and serve right away, 

with lemon wedges. 
 Make Ahead: the fritters can be kept at room temperature for up to 
2 hours and recrisped in a 325°oven. 
 

Yield:  20 fritters 
Recipe from Mario Batali that appeared in “Edible Gardens”, August 
2011 
 

Click here to submit your favorite recipe. 

Ingredients: 
2 medium zucchini (about 7 ounces 

each), coarsely shredded 
2 garlic cloves, very thinly sliced 
3 large scallions, very thinly sliced 
½ c. fresh ricotta cheese 
2 large eggs 
2 tsp. finely grated lemon zest 
Kosher salt and freshly ground 

pepper 
¾ c. all-purpose flour 
Olive oil, for frying  

https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
http://bible.gospelcom.net/bible?passage=Exodus+3:7-10&version=NIV&showfn=yes
mailto:prszen@gmail.com?subject=My%20favorite%20recipe%20for%20Sword%20Points
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 Caesarea Philippi  †  Saints of God 
 

Thursday, August 27th 

Monica 
Mother of Augustine of Hippo 

387 
 

M 
onica’s life story is enshrined in the spiritual autobiography of her eldest son, in The 

Confessions of Saint Augustine.  Born in North Africa about 331, of Berber parents, 

Monica was married to a pagan Latinized provincial of Tagaste named Patricius.  Early 

in their marriage Patricius could be violent and abusive, although over the course of their life together 

he seems to have worked to improve his temper.  In Monica’s earlier years she was not without 

worldly ambitions and tastes, and in particular she struggled with a tendency to drink too much wine– 

a temptation that she gradually overcame.  

Over time, she grew in Christian maturity 

and spiritual insight through an ever-

deepening life of prayer. 

 Her ambition for her gifted son was 

transformed into a passionate desire for his 

conversion to Christ.  She had longed for 

all three of her children to be baptized, but 

her husband insisted that nothing be done 

until they were adults and could decide for 

themselves.  Augustine took a particularly 

slow and circuitous path to Christianity, 

but Monica never gave up hope for his 

conversion.  After his baptism in Milan in 

387 by Bishop Ambrose, Augustine and 

his mother, together with a younger 

brother, planned to return home to Africa.  

While awaiting ship at Ostia, the port of 

Rome, however, Monica fell ill. 

Augustine writes, “One day during her illness she had a fainting spell and lost consciousness for a 

short time.  We hurried to her bedside, but she soon regained consciousness and looked up at my 

brother and me as we stood beside her.  With a puzzled look, she asked, ‘Where was I?’  Then, 

watching us closely as we stood there speechless with grief, she said, ‘You will bury your mother 

here.’” 

Augustine’s brother expressed sorrow, for her sake, that she would die so far from her own 

country.  She said to the two brothers, “It does not matter where you bury my body.  Do not let that 

worry you.  All I ask of you is that, wherever you may be, you should remember me at the altar of the 

Lord.”  To the question, whether she was not afraid at the thought of leaving her body in an alien land, 

she replied, “Nothing is far from God, and I need have no fear that he will not know where to find me, 

when he comes to raise me to life at the end of the world.”  

Recent excavations at Ostia have uncovered her original tomb.  Her mortal remains, however, were 

transferred in 1430 to the Church of St. Augustine in Rome.  

†  Transforming Stewardship 
 

“What profit would there be for one to gain the whole 
world and forfeit his life?” 

 - Matthew 16:26 
 

S t. Francis of Assisi once said, “Remember, you are what 
you are in the eyes of God, and nothing else.”  We often 

forget this stewardship wisdom when we spend all of our 
time, talent and treasure to gain more of the world’s riches.  
We need to set our priorities based on God’s values and not the 

values of the material world. 
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“Y ou aren’t thinking in 
God’s terms, but in 

human terms,” says Jesus to 
Peter.  The faithful follower is 
one who seeks to discern God’s 
“terms” and allows these to 

guide their 
own 
thoughts 
and actions 
- minute by 
minute and 
day by day. 
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S haron Simon celebrates today.  Throw a virtual party for 

Shannon Palmer on Sunday.  Linda Ready will be 

blowing out candles next Wednesday.  Have a blessed day 

everyone! 
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†  Israel, Revisited  

†  St. Catherine’s Monastery   
 

I n 2018 as part of one of our Holy Land journeys we went to Egypt and visited St. 
Catherine/s Monastery at the foot of Mount Sinai. 

St Catherine’s Monastery in Egypt’s Sinai Peninsula 
is believed to enshrine the burning bush from which 
God first revealed himself to Moses.  It also contains a 
treasure trove of icons and ancient manuscripts. 

St Catherine’s, an Orthodox establishment, is one of 
the oldest Christian monasteries in the world and has 
been the center of monastic life in the southern Sinai. 

Monks have lived here, in the shadow of Mount 
Sinai, almost without interruption since the Byzantine 
emperor Justinian built the monastery in the 6th 
century.  An earlier chapel on the site is said to have 
been erected on St Helena’s orders in 337. 

Since the location was difficult to protect from 
marauders, Justinian surrounded the monastery with a 
high wall of close-fitting granite stones, about 2 meters 
thick.  Most of what can be seen on the site today dates 
back to the 6th century. 

The holiest part of St Catherine’s Monastery is the Chapel of the Burning Bush, a small 
chamber behind the altar of the basilica.  It is often closed to the public and those who enter 

must remove their shoes, just as Moses did when he 
approached the burning bush (Exodus 3:2-5). 
 Under the chapel’s altar is a silver star which is 
believed to mark the site of the bush from which God 
called Moses to lead his people out of Egypt. 
 The reputed bush was transplanted several meters 
away.  The pilgrim Egeria, who visited between 381 
and 384, described it as “still alive and sprouting,” and 
situated within a pretty garden. 
 The bush or its successor, now sprawling over a 
protective stone wall, still lives and is carefully tended 
by the monks.  Since the Bible narrative says the bush 
was not consumed by the flames, the Orthodox name 
for it is the Unburnt Bush. 
 The bush is a bramble of the rose family called 
Rubus sanctus, which includes the raspberry and 
blackberry.  A native of the Holy Land, it is extremely 
long-lived.  The monastery’s bush neither blooms nor 
gives any fruit. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AoizSL-TEJQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AoizSL-TEJQ
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†  Electronic Giving 

A s a reminder, Saint Paul’s continues to offer the electronic giving option for 

making your regular donations.  Contributions can be debited automatically from 

your checking/savings account or your credit/debit card.  Our electronic giving program 

offers convenience for you and provides much needed donation consistency for our 

congregation.  There is no cost to you to use this system.  Also there will be no changes if 

you choose to still use your present method of giving.  The 

system is simple using the following steps below. 

Sign on to the church website at 

www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com.  Click on the “Give Now” 

button at the top left of the first page.  Click on the “Create 

Profile” button to create your unique on line profile.  After 

you have created your profile, follow the on line instructions 

to schedule your contribution. 

If you have any questions, please contact Chuck Allen at 

203-775-6633 or treasurer@SaintPaulsBrookfield.com. 

†  Come Saturday 
Morning 

 

E ach Saturday 
morning from 7:30 - 

9 am our John 21-12 group 
meets for lively theological 
discussion.  They have met 
continuously throughout the 
pandemic.  Join them at 
Theo’s Downtown Diner in 
New Milford, which has 
indoor and outdoor dining.  

†  Our Daily Bread 
 

O ur Daily Bread for September, October & November is 
now available at the church.   Copies are in the back of 

the church.  Or e-mail dszen@yahoo.com to have copy mailed to 
you. 

Our Daily Bread contains a scripture verse and meditation 
for each day. 

N ow here’s a very vivid vision.  How can we 
live in God’s love and power so it will seem 

to us and to others that we’ve had some radical surgery 
- and that the love of His name (and all that that 

implies) is truly “grafted in our hearts”?  It’s probably 
easier for us to consider the challenges of physical 
heart surgery than to pray for the blessed addition to 
our bodies and minds the true Healer can make if 
called upon. 

http://www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com
mailto:treasurer@SaintPaulsBrookfield.com
https://biblehub.com/john/21-12.htm
mailto:dszen@yahoo.com?subject=Daily%20Bread
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†  What’s In A Name?  

T  o the people of Israel, a name was more than an identification for an individual. 

It was a statement about who that person was.  When Moses (whose name 

means “taken from the water”) met God for the first time via the burning bush, Moses 

wanted to know God’s name.  Moses wanted to know who God was.  God’s reply was, “I 

AM.”  Derived from the Hebrew verb to 

be, this name let Moses know that the 

One he was speaking to was unlike 

anyone else.  God not only is, but he 

always was and always will be.  God alone 

was never created, and he exists totally 

independent from anyone or anything else.  

“I am” is the one unchanging , eternal God.  

The Jewish people considered God’s name so holy that they refused to say it aloud 

for fear of using it in a way that dishonored him.  

In the New Testament, however, Jesus not only 

spoke God’s name, but he also 

used it to refer to himself.  The 

people immediately tried to 

stone Jesus.  They knew 

God’s words in Exodus.  They 

understood that Jesus was 

calling himself God.  

 When God told Moses his 

name, God revealed the essence of 

who he is—and confirmed in advance that the same essence was in his Son.  In the same 

way that God introduced himself to Moses, this verse introduces you to God.  It 

assures you that the “I am” of the universe is active and involved in life here on earth.  
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†  This Sunday’s Readings 

 

Self-Denial and Discipleship 
 

 Exodus 3:1-15  

I n our lesson from the Hebrew scripture Moses is encountered by the Lord in the 
burning bush.  He is called to his mission to lead the people of Israel out of slavery 

in Egypt, and he asks to know the name of this God of his ancestors.  God’s answer to 
Moses is intriguing and mysterious.  The response may indicate a proper name which 
traditionally has been known as Yahweh.  God’s answer may, however, 
suggest a meaning like “The One who causes to be,” or “I am who I am, 
or “I will be what I will be.” 

 Psalm 105:1-6, 23-26, 45c  
A hymn of praise celebrating God’s forming of a people through the 

generations. 
 Romans 12:9-21  
In this lesson Paul exhorts the disciples in Rome to live lives full of 

Christian dedication and virtue, overcoming evil with good.  One hears 
strong echoes of Jesus’ beatitudes.  Also present is Paul’s own emphasis 
on the central role of love together with the importance of a readiness 
to share in both the joy and sorrow of others.  Blended with these 
teachings are some of the best of both Jewish and pagan ethical counsel.  
The apostle concludes with the insistence that revenge cannot be a 
motivation of Christian; final justice must be left to divine retribution. 

 Matthew 16:21-28  
In the gospel reading Jesus teaches Peter and the other disciples that the way of his 

ministry and theirs is the way of the cross.  Peter had just confessed Jesus to be the Christ, 
but now he cannot accept the idea of the Christ being put to death.  Jesus calls Peter 
“Satan” because his words represent a temptation to him.  Jesus’ way costs no less than 
everything and 
leads to the 
discovery of that 
which is priceless.  
In the end the Son 
of Man will come 
as judge to repay all 
people for what 
they have done. 

†  Pick Up Your Copy Today!  

 Synthesis Study Guides for each weeks readings will be 

available at the back of the church. 

†  Sermon Shorts 
 

"B ut, I can see you.  Now, jump!"  To 

replay all our sermons, audio and videos 

follow this link for the Sunday Sermons.  Check 

out our Sermon Archives as well. 

 

Matthew 16:21-28 
Peter rebukes Jesus. Jesus rebukes 

Peter. Calls Peter - or at least Peter's 

rebuke - Satan. That is, Tempter, 

Snake in the Garden, Introducer of 

Hesitation, Mixer of Motivations, 

Flaunter of Red Herrings, Side-

Tracker of Mission, Setter of One's 

Mind on Human Things. Well, fear of 

pain and death will do that to most 

people, and Peter was no exception.  

  

https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Pentecost/AProp17_RCL.html#ot1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Pentecost/AProp17_RCL.html#ps1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Pentecost/AProp17_RCL.html#nt1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Pentecost/AProp17_RCL.html#gsp1
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermons.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/sermon-archives-2018.html
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†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 

 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 
such a privilege.  In Sunday’s gospel, Jesus invites us to follow him.  As he laid down 

his life in intercession for the world, let us pray on behalf of people everywhere, praying 
for… 
 
.....Joe Hock, Stu Terrill, Harlan & Shirley Jessup 
and other parishioners convalescing in extended 
care facilities. 
.....Kent School; South Kent School; Pomfret School; 
Salisbury School; Wooster School; Rectory School; 
St. Thomas Day School, New Haven; Trinity 
Academy, Hartford. 
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury 
area. 
.....The Episcopal Church at Yale; the Episcopal 
Church at UCONN, Storrs; Berkeley Divinity 
School, New Haven; Trinity College, Hartford. 
.....Ginny Beck, Clayton Ferry, Gary Stein, 
Barbara Hock, Sue Balla, Rose Barrett, Jim 
Megura, Jay Lawrence, Ed Licence, Peter Scalzo, Jr., Anthony, Paul Kovacs, Denise, 
Lee Rybos, Jennifer, Susan, Anja, Katie, Doris, Karen, Beverly Hall, Joe Sampson, 
Clare Lyon, Robert, James, Eve, Mike, Barbara, and Diane continued healing. 
.....the people of the Republic of Rwanda; the people of Myanmar; the Diocese of Omu-Aran 
(Nigeria) The Rt Revd Philip Adeyemo; and our sister and brother members of the 
Presbyterian Church in Honduras. 
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of ISIS forces.  Pray also 
for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ. 
.....Michael for protection from mortar attacks in Somalia with the UN peacekeeping 
service. 
.....St. James’ Episcopal Church, Danbury and their Daily Bread Food Pantry, which is the 
recipient of our food basket collections during the month of September. 
.....Scalzo Group, Real Estate Services, Danbury, a marketplace partner of the Jericho 
Partnership. 
.....That each of us may have the strength and courage to put Jesus first above worldly ways 
and material gains. 
.....Thanksgiving for a Beginning of Recovery. 
.....Bill Beattie, founder and chairman of the Jericho Partnership, complete healing of 
Multiple Myeloma. 
.....For all people of faith who struggle to believe in the promise of life amid the clamor of 
death. 

†  This & That & Links 
(Click on pictures or red links for more info) 

 

Links We Like 
 

Things That Make You Think 
 

Back Issues of Sword Points 

 

 

 A Southern Gospel 
Revival: Courtney Patton 
sings - Take Your Shoes 
Off Moses. 

 
 

 

Johnny cash reading 

nt 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rwanda
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Burma
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Presbyterian_Church_in_Honduras
http://www.saintjamesdanbury.org/
http://www.dailybreadfoodpantry.com/index.html
https://www.scalzogroup.com/
https://prayer.forwardmovement.org/prayers_and_thanksgivings.php#55l
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/links.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/things-that-make-you-think.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/weekly-qsword-pointsq.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/contact-us.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iFe8k5ZrAFs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iFe8k5ZrAFs
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Just For the Joy of It! 
(And Christian Fellowship) 

Random Fact of the Week! 
 

Did you know ... that Red Solo cups 

are a common souvenir to bring back 

from the United States?  The novelty 

comes from the cups being used in 

many party scenes in movies.  

†  It Takes An Editorial Board 
Contributors to this Weeks 

Sword Points: 
 

M ary Allen, Chuck Allen, Susan 
Balla, Chris Barrett, Jim 

Castronova, Dot Crocker, Mary Beth Durkin, 
Steve Hemming, 
Lois Hunt, Nicole 
O’Connors, Patrick 
O’Connors, Mary 
Perry, Ken Perry, 
Debbi Pomeroy, 
John Sarver, Joe 
Shepley, Tara 
Shepley, Helen 
Sheridan, Pam Szen, 
David Szen, Ron 
Switzer, Jay Trott, 
John Tuthill, Gail 
Winkley. 

 

https://souvenirfinder.com/2014/03/21/red-solo-cups-beer-pong-souvenir-american-party-cups/
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
https://instagram.com/stpaulsb/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/

