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Dear Friends,
God's hand is always moving, meaning He is always at work in
our lives because God is sovereign over all life. We may make
plans, but it is God who determines our steps and path.
This Sunday we are adjusting our service times, celebrating Holy
Communion for those attending in-person and offering Sunday
School at the 9:30 service for
our children. That is a lot of
faithful steps for one Sunday!
We know God’s mighty
hand is always with us and
over us, always protecting us
and guiding us. His arms are
never too short not to reach us
when we need Him.
So whether you are online
or in-person this Sunday,
know that we are taking our
steps together in faith while
trusting and believing God’s
hand of love is ever present.
May God always be glorified in
all we do and say.
St. Paul’s Parish
Be well my friends.
174 Whisconier Road
Mary Perry
Warden
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Brookfield, Connecticut 06804
(203) 775-9587

www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com
The Rev. Joseph Shepley, Rector

† Ih-pis-kuh-puh l Dik-shuh-ner-ee
(Episcopal Dictionary)

Concomitance [ /kənˈkämədəns/ ]
Concomitance (noun) … Concomitance Eucharistic is a doctrine that affirms the
simultaneous presence of Christ's body and blood in each of the eucharistic elements. It
contradicts a narrow identification of Christ's body with the bread and Christ's blood with
the wine. The doctrine states that since Christ is indivisible, no one part of Christ's
substance can be divided. Thus, Christ's body can not be separated from his blood which
means that Christ's full presence is in each element fully. The doctrine of concomitance
upholds the truth that the fullness of communion is available by receiving either the
consecrated bread or wine. A Prayer Book rubric concerning the
administration of Holy Communion to the sick states that "it is
suitable to administer the Sacrament in one kind only" if the sick
person is unable to receive either the consecrated bread or wine
(BCP, p. 457). The doctrine of concomitance affirms that the
communicant receives Christ's body and blood in this situation.
The doctrine of concomitance was used in the Roman Catholic
Church to justify the withdrawal of the chalice from the laity,
thereby allowing their communion in one kind only. Further
application allows those who are allergic to gluten, are alcoholics,
or otherwise wish to abstain from alcohol consumption to receive
one species alone with the assurance of the fullness of the
sacrament. The term is from the Latin, "to accompany."

† This Week at St. Paul’s
Sat, Oct 3

- 7:30 am
10:00 am

-

John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford
PraiseMoves (Zoom)

- 8:00 am
9:30 am
9:30 am
11:00 am
12:00 pm
Mon, Oct 5 - 7:00 pm
Tue, Oct 6 - 8:00 am
7:00 pm
7:15 pm
Wed, Oct 7 -10:00 am
Sat, Oct 10 - 7:30 am
10:30 am
Sun, Oct 11
- 8:00 am
9:30 am
9:30 am
11:00 am

-

Traditional Holy Communion (YouTube Live)
Sunday School
Traditional Holy Communion (YouTube Live)
Contemporary Holy Communion (YouTube Live)
What’s Cooking St. Paul’s? (Zoom)
Men’s Bible Study (Zoom)
PraiseKicks (Zoom)
Tuesday Night Ladies Bible Study (Zoom)
Boy Scout Troop #5, Meadow
Online Healing Prayer Service (Zoom)
John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford
PraiseMoves (Zoom)

-

Traditional Holy Communion (YouTube Live)
Sunday School
Traditional Holy Communion (YouTube Live)
Contemporary Holy Communion (YouTube Live)

Sun, Oct 4

Check our website daily for schedule updates and new links.
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† This One Thing
“...but this one thing I do...”
•

W

Paul the Apostle - Philippians 3:13 (ESV)

by John Tuthill

ell. Actually. It's three things. Saint Paul was writing this letter addressed to
his very favorite church - and in a sudden burst of Christian excitement Paul
spills the beans. He shares a three-fold secret about the astounding use the
Lord has made out of his life. Paul's was a wild success story for Jesus. Paul wrote as part
of our readings this Sunday: "This one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind,
and reaching forward to those things which are ahead, I press toward the goal for the prize
of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus" (Phil. 3:13-14 NKJV).
Thing One: Solid Concentration
Paul starts these two verses with "..this one thing I do..." - Not fifteen things, not only
five things, but a solid concentration on just that one singled-out "main thing." As Jesus
Himself once said, "No man can serve two masters." Only one can be our true master. It is
a hard thing to hear but Jesus has also said He must be "Numero Uno" - and, I'm
paraphrasing there. Jesus says that He must be before all and before every single one of the
ones that we love most in our lives. He says He must mean more than any possessions, any
professions, and, He must be more important to us than even our own life itself. This is the
tallest order possible! But, the One trusted fully is more than worthy to make this demand.
After-all, He is the source of everything to begin with.
Thing Two: Selective Forgetfulness
Of course, the Bible speaks about
remembering quite a lot. But Paul has
written here about the things that were
up until being saved central to his life
which was a list of "good" things. If
he considers those as of no value to
"earn" him eternal life, it seems
reasonable that we should equally
"selectively forget" to dwell on our
past sins, forget them as far as if there
were still any lingering charge against
us about them. This is not to forget
they happened at all, no, but to only to
recall that these sins are the depth to
which Jesus has already reached down
to lift us back up to Him in grace and
to His glory. - Hallelujah! Our
personal losses in life can also be selectively forgotten, not that they did not happen, but to
know that even when it is unseen in what way, Jesus will make all things new. Even
successes can be let go of and selectively forgotten. Why? Because they can be a resting
place of great distraction from the total need
for Jesus. "Pride goes before a fall," as the
familiar verse goes.
Thing Three: Living in Hope
Paul wrote that Christ had already taken
hold of him for his eternal life with God. The
last past of these two verses with the three-part
secret says, "I press toward the goal for the
prize of the upward call of God in Christ
Jesus." This sums up his reason for living.
The works that are not done with Christ in
mind, the Bible says, will all be burned up in
the end (see 1 Cor. 3:12). "...Christ Jesus in
YOU, the Hope of Glory!" (Col. 1:27). Amen.
Thanks be to God!
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Our doors will be open this Sunday for indoor services
at 8:00 am, 9:30 am, and 11:00 am for Holy Communion!
Please Note our new service times!

Welcome
If you plan on joining us in
person on Sunday, please
review our safety protocols
ahead of time. You can read
them by clicking HERE..
Thank you for wearing your
mask properly, covering your
mouth & nose at all times.
 Thank you for following the
ushers directions.
 Thank you for being respectful
of others needs, spaces and
beliefs as we all deal with the
Connecticut Covid-19 Phase II
Guidelines.
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† At All Times
Exodus 20:1-4, 7-9, 12-20 • Psalm 19 • Philippians 3:4b-14 • Matthew 21:33-46

“T

here was a landowner who planted a vineyard, put a fence around it, dug a
winepress in it, and built a watchtower. Then he leased it to tenants and went to
another country. When harvest time had come, he sent his slaves to the tenants to collect his
produce” (Matt. 21:33-34). The tenants “beat one, killed another, and stoned another.”
Finally, when the landowner sent his son, the tenants said, “This is the heir; come, let us kill
him and get the inheritance” (Matt. 21:39). The chief priest and the Pharisees perceive that
the parable is about themselves, although the targeted audience is broader, including
everyone who reads or hears this parable.
We are tenants in a vineyard. God, the owner, has a rightful claim to the fruit of the
vineyard. We reject, abuse, and kill emissaries of the landowner who come to collect some
of the fruit of the vineyard. We want the vineyard as our own. Stated differently, “This is
my life, and no one can make a claim upon it, and I will reject anyone who tries.” In truth,
however, we are not the source of our life, nor even of its continuance from one moment to
the next. Life is a gift entrusted to us, and we do indeed owe fruits of gratitude and service,
which we can never fully repay. On a
merely human level, we owe our lives
to our parents and others who have
supported us, and to nature itself. To
God, the ground of all Being, we owe
an infinite debt.
We owe a return of fruit not only
at the time of the harvest but at any
time God may request it. Strikingly,
in the parable, the emissaries of the
landowner are sent not after the
harvest, but “when the time of the
fruits came near” (Matt. 21:34). In a
sense, God expects fruit even before
the fruit is ready because the time of
God’s reaping is always NOW. In the
strange story of Jesus’s encounter with
a fig tree, Jesus curses the tree “because he found nothing on it but leaves” (Matt. 21:19). St.
Mark’s version offers this explanation, “for it was not the season for figs” (Mark 11:12). On
a merely natural level, it is entirely unreasonable to expect fruit out of season. We do not,
however, hear the parables of Jesus only on the literal level. We look for strange details and
narrative tension. God will reap when God will reap.
What does God want from his beloved vineyard, his pleasant planting, to use words from
the prophet Isaiah? To begin, God wants justice, not bloodshed; righteousness, not a cry.
God wants a human community in which God is honored, and human beings respected for
their inherent dignity. And to secure this hope, God wants some things done, and some
things left undone. Things to do: God wants our exclusive worship. “I am the Lord your
God” (Ex. 20:2). God wants humans, all living creatures, and the earth itself to have a time
of rest. “Remember the Sabbath and keep it holy” (Ex. 20:8). God wants us to respect and
honor our parents and elders. “Honor your father and mother” (Ex. 20:12). Things to leave
undone: wrongful use of the name of God, murder, adultery, theft, bearing false witness,
coveting your neighbor’s house and household.
Human effort, however earnest, will not bring forth this fruit. God is at work in us and
calling us to participate. “For as the earth brings forth its shoots, and as a garden causes
what is sown in it to spring up, so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise to
spring up before all nations” (Isa. 61:11).
Look It Up:
Read The Ten Commandments.
Think About It
Things done and left undone.
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- from The Living Church, 2020

† Do Not Be Deceived!
“Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, that he will
also reap. For he who sows to his flesh will of the flesh reap corruption, but he
who sows to the Spirit will of the Spirit reap everlasting life.”
Galatians 6:7-8
“Let no one say when he is tempted, “I am tempted by God”; for God cannot be
tempted by evil, nor does He Himself tempt anyone. But each one is tempted when
he is drawn away by his own desires and enticed. Then, when desire has
conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, brings forth death.
Do not be deceived, my beloved brethren.”
James 1:13-16

W

by Steve Hemming

e’re all familiar with the story in Genesis 3, where Satan, disguised as a
serpent, deceived Eve into eating fruit1 from the tree of the knowledge of good
and evil in the garden of Eden, which caused her and Adam to sin against
God. To deceive is to deliberately cause someone to believe something that is not true.
Satan is the father of lies,2 and he strives to deceive the whole world.3
I for one, can identify with Eve’s temptation and subsequent fall, for I am often lured
away by food, because of its appeal to my senses of sight, smell, and taste. But as the James
1 passage above cautions, we
must become wary of Satan’s
devices to tempt us by
activating the lust of our
flesh, the enticement of our
eyes, or the cravings of
personal ambition.4 If we do
not turn away from our
fleshly desires, we will surely
die, as Adam and Eve were
warned by God Himself,5 for
the wages of sin is death.6
How can we stand against
the enemy and our flesh when
temptation comes knocking at
our door? God’s word
personifies sin as crouching at
the entryway of our lives,
desiring to overtake us, but
we must learn to master it.7
Here are some effective ways
we can prevent sin from
reigning in our mortal
bodies:8
Submit to God9 - During His time on earth, Jesus fully submitted to His Father; “For I
have come down from heaven not to do My own will, but the will of Him who sent me.”10
If we are fully surrendered to do the will of our heavenly Father, we will greatly reduce the
risk of being drawn away from Him by our own desires.
Resist the devil and he will flee11 - When Jesus was led away by the Spirit into the
wilderness and tempted by the devil, for each temptation he offered Him, Jesus responded
with a scripture that expressed dependency upon God, and subsequently, Satan left Him. 12
We need to be ever ready with the sword of the spirit, which is Word of God, to take our
stand and speak out boldly against any temptation that presents itself, for “the word of God
is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division
of soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of
the heart.”13

(Continued on page 8)
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(Continued from page 7)

Don’t give any ground to the enemy14 - We must keep the devil from gaining a
foothold in our lives, where he can erect a stronghold. As we put on the whole armor of
God, we’ll be able to stand against the schemes of the devil and extinguish all the flaming
arrows he sends our way, as he tries to land on the beach head of our hearts, minds, and
souls.15
Pull down strongholds16 Should a stronghold already be
established, the weapons of the Word
and the armor of God are mighty to
uproot, tear down, destroy, and
overthrow any evil fortress of the
enemy.17 In the strength of the Lord,
we will cast down arguments and every
presumption that sets itself up against
the knowledge of God; and take captive
every thought and make it obedient to
our Lord Jesus Christ.18
Renew our mind – We are to put off our former
conduct, the old man which grows corrupt according
to the deceitful lusts, and be renewed in the spirit of
our minds, and put on the new man which was
created according to God, in true righteousness and
holiness.19 We should no longer conform to the
ideals and opinions of this world, but be inwardly
transformed by the Holy Spirit through a total
reformation of how we think. Then we will be able
to test and approve what is the good, pleasing, and
perfect will of God.20
Stand guard through prayer - We must be
sober-minded and alert, for our adversary the devil
prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking to devour
us.21 We need to watch and pray, so that we will not
enter into temptation. For while our spirit is willing, our flesh is weak. 22
Break free from temptation - No temptation has seized us except what is common to
man. And God is faithful; He will not let us be tempted beyond what we can bear. But
when we are tempted, He will provide a way of escape, so that we can stand up under it. 23
We can trust the Lord to deliver us from the evil one. 24
When we put our faith in the Lord and take our stand against the ploys of our adversary,
instead of being deceived by him, we will remain steadfast, immovable, and consistently
able to excel in the work of the Lord.25
“And let us not grow weary while doing good, for in due season we shall reap if we
do not lose heart.” Galatians 6:9
“Blessed is the man who endures temptation; for when he has been approved, he
will receive the crown of life which the Lord has promised to those who love Him.”
James 1:12
1

Genesis 3:13,
1 Timothy 2:14
2
John 8:44
3
Revelation 12:9
4
1 John 2:16
5
Genesis 2:17, 3:3
6
Romans 6:23

8

7

13

20

8

14

21

Genesis 4:7
Romans 8:12
9
James 4:7a
10
John 6:38,
Matthew 26:39
11
James 4:7b
12
Matthew 4:4,7,10-11

Hebrews 4:13
Ephesians 4:27
15
Ephesians 6:11,13,16
16
2 Corinthians 10:4
17
Jeremiah 1:10
18
2 Corinthians 10:5
19
Ephesians 4:22-24

Romans 12:2
1 Peter 5:8
22
Matthew 26:41
23
1 Corinthians 10:13
24
Matthew 6:13
25
1 Corinthians 15:58

 Other Faith Traditions - Sukkot
Sukkot
Jewish Year 5781
Sunset October 2, 2020 - Nightfall October 9, 2020

S

ukkot (Feast of Booths or Tabernacles) is one of the three biblically based
pilgrimage holidays known as the shalosh regalim. It is an agricultural festival that
originally was considered a thanksgiving for the fruit harvest. Sukkot are hut-like structures
that the Jews lived in during the 40 years of travel through the wilderness after the exodus
from Egypt. As a temporary dwelling, the sukkah also represents the fact that all existence
is fragile, and therefore Sukkot is a time to appreciate the shelter of our homes and our
bodies.
Sukkot is celebrated by, first of all, building a sukkah. Jews are required to eat in the
sukkah for eight days (seven days in Israel), and some even sleep in the sukkah for the
duration of the holiday. The sukkah is decorated and the first
day is considered a holy day in which most forms of work are
forbidden. The rabbis dictated that arbat ha’minim (four
species) should be held together and waved during the holiday.
These are based on four plants mentioned in the Bible, and the
rabbinic version includes the following: etrog (fruit of the
citron tree), lulav (palm frond), hadas (leaves from the myrtle
tree), and aravah (leaves from the willow tree). This waving
ceremony was performed at the Temple in the ancient world.
The seventh day of Sukkot is called Hoshanah Rabah. On
that day in the synagogue Jews circle the room seven times
while the arbat ha’minim are held and special prayers are
recited.
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† Saints of God
Thursday, October 1st

Remigius

R

Bishop of Rheims, c. 530

emigius, also known as Remi, one of
the patron saints of France, was born
about 438, the son of the Count of
Laon. At the age of twenty two he became Bishop
of Rheims.
Noted for his learning and holiness of life,
Remigius is chiefly remembered because he
converted and baptized King Clovis of the Franks
on Christmas Day, 496. This event changed the
religious history of Europe. Clovis, by becoming
Catholic instead of Arian, as were most of the
Germanic people of the time, was able to unite
the Gallo-Roman population and their Christian
leaders behind his expanding hegemony over the
Germanic rulers of the West and to liberate Gaul
from Roman domination. His conversion also
made possible the cooperation the Franks gave
later to Pope Gregory the Great in his evangelistic
efforts for the English.
Certainly, Clovis’ motives in accepting
Catholic Christianity were mixed, but there is no
doubt of the sincerity of his decision, nor of the
important role of Remigius in bringing it to pass.
When Clovis was baptized, together with 3,000
of his followers, Remigius gave him the wellknown charge, “Worship what you have burned,
and burn what you have worshiped.”
The feast of Remigius is observed at Rheims
on January 13, possibly the date of his death. The
later date of October 1 is derived from the
translation of his relics to a new abbey church by
Pope Leo IX in 1049.
Saint Remigius baptizes Clovis I, by the Master of Saint Gilles,
c. 1500 (National Gallery of Art, Washington, D.C.)
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† Saints of God
Thursday, October 1st

Thérèse of Lisieux
Monastic, 1897

Thérèse of Lisieux (January 2,1873 - September 30, 1897), was a French Catholic
Discalced Carmelite nun who is widely venerated in modern times.
She is popularly known as "The Little Flower of Jesus" or simply
"The Little Flower."
Thérèse has been a highly influential model of sanctity for
Catholics and for others because of the "simplicity and practicality
of her approach to the spiritual life." Together with Francis of
Assisi, she is one of the most popular saints in the history of the
church.
Thérèse felt an early call to religious life, and in 1888 at the
early age of 15, she became a nun and joined two of her elder
sisters in the cloistered Carmelite community of Lisieux,
Normandy. After nine years as a Carmelite religious, she died at
aged 24, following a slow and painful fight against tuberculosis.
Thérèse is best known today for her spiritual memoir, L'histoire
d'une âme (The Story of a Soul). It describes her "little way" of a simple life of prayer and
small good deeds. It was published a year after her death and became immediately very
popular, likely leading to her canonization in 1925.
much more at Wikipedia.

S

t. Paul’s has a weekly ministry …
in Portuguese! Our own Joe
Bernardo prepares a timely message
that is available on our website, our Facebook
page and our YouTube channel. You might
want to check it out. Be sure to “like” it and
share it with your Portuguese friends.
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T

his Sunday marks the return of communion! This brings back the Eucharistic
prayer with the inclusion of the Sanctus and Agnus Dei. Naturally, this got me
thinking a bit about the service music. Do you know what you're singing…and why you're
singing it?
Back when I was in college, I took the usual sequence of music history courses, which
included medieval music. Boy, there were a lot of terms…from tropes and antiphons to
mediants and terminations. And then there were the Ordinaries and the Propers to keep
track of! But all of it had to do with the church, the liturgy, and music…and how it all fit
together. Don't worry. This is not going to be a lesson in medieval music (maybe a little), but
much of what was established as Christian liturgy back then is still with us today, several
centuries later.
Two terms for you: Ordinary and Proper. The Ordinary refers to the
main parts of the Mass that do not change from week to week, and the
Proper refers to the parts that do. I only want to deal with the
Ordinary, and how it applies to our service music. The Ordinary is
made up of the five main parts of the mass, in this order: Kyrie,
Gloria, Credo, Sanctus, and Agnus Dei. If you need help
remembering this, my college roommate shared a great mnemonic
device that I still use: “Kenny Got Caught Stealing Apples.” These
five parts of the Mass have been subject to a variety of musical
settings, from simple, practical ones for church use to elaborate,
complex settings we more typically hear in concert performances by
composers like Bach, Mozart, and Beethoven, to name but a few!
So how does all of this apply to us at St. Paul's? We do follow the liturgy, and the service
music we sing each week reflects those parts known as the Ordinary.
Kyrie, or Kyrie eleison - where is it?? In the Anglican tradition, it is okay to sing either the
Kyrie or the Gloria; you can do both, but we typically do not. We reserve the Kyrie for Advent
and Lent, when we omit the Gloria! The purpose of the Kyrie is to ask for God's mercy and
forgiveness for our sins ("Lord, have mercy upon us…"). Sorry, you will have to wait for
Advent to sing it!
Gloria, or Gloria in excelsis - This is sometimes referred to as the Hymn of the Angels,
and we are joining with the angels when we proclaim "Glory to God in the highest and peace
to his people on earth." Where does that come from? Luke 2:14 - remember the angels in
Bethlehem proclaiming Christ's birth? We go on to praise God for his goodness and mercy.
Not a bad way to begin the service! (And if the Kyrie is sung first, the Gloria serves to cheer us
up in case we're feeling badly about our sins.) The Book of Common Prayer tells us that it is
okay to switch out the Gloria for some other suitable song of praise, so at the 11:00 am
service, that's exactly what we do.
(Continued on page 13)
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(Continued from page 12)

Choir Notes

So why omit the Gloria during the penitential seasons? In Advent, "we are waiting for
Jesus to come, so we hold off doing anything joyful until his birth." In Lent, "we are suffering
with Christ for our sins until the joy of His resurrection."
Credo, or Creed - We don't sing this at St. Paul's, but we do say the Nicene Creed every
week. And in some churches, it is still sung by the congregation.
This brings us to communion:
Sanctus - Right before we sing the Sanctus, you hear the following: Therefore we praise
you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who
for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in
the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.
We get to join with
the angels again! The
Sanctus actually has two
purposes. The first part
("Holy, holy, holy…")
reminds us of the divine
majesty of God reflecting
images from Isaiah 6 and
Revelation 4. The second
part "Hosanna in the
highest…" comes from
Matthew 21 and reminds
us of Christ's triumphant
entry into Jerusalem
(think Palm Sunday!).
Why sing this right before
communion? Because it
was following this entry into Jerusalem that Christ gathered his disciples for a final meal and
was put to death…a solemn reminder for us of what's to come as we prepare to join in the last
supper, so beautifully described in the Eucharistic prayer.
Agnus Dei (Lamb of God) - At the breaking of the bread, we sing "O Lamb of God, you
take away the sins of the world…" This image of Christ as a Lamb is powerful…not the Christ
who is the good shepherd, but Christ as the actual lamb being led to his death, as a sacrifice
for us, and sacrificed to feed us, body and soul.
So, there are reasons for these parts of the service, and understanding their purposes helps
us worship a little more fully as we take those words to heart. That's what you sing and why
you sing it.
In anticipation of our communion services this week, here's a little Sanctus for you
composed by J. S. Bach as part of his B Minor Mass. Note, this is only the first part: Holy,
holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory. But wow!
(We won't be singing it this way on Sunday.)
Peace and blessings,
Kirsten Peterson
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† Helping Our Neighbors

H

ere is an update about St. Paul’s ongoing food-related
ministries serving our community:
Drive Thru Food Collection - This occurs every other
Wednesday from 11:00 am – 1:00 pm. On September 23rd
we held our 12th food drive since April 22. One truck
delivered to the Jericho Food Pantry and
the other went to the Daily Bread Food
Pantry at St. James Church in Danbury.
Our next food collection will be on
Wednesday, October 7th from 11:00 am – 1:00 pm and will support 
New Milford Social Services and the Jericho Food Pantry in Danbury.

St. James’ Daily
Bread Food Pantry
in Danbury was
one of the
recipients of our
food collections in
September.

Shalom Garden Project - Thank you to the many home gardeners
who have shared their bounty during our bi-weekly food collections.
Your fresh produce of lettuce, tomatoes, squash, cucumbers and green
beans has been donated to one of our food pantries and they are so
grateful. We hope to realize a vegetable garden of our own at St.
Paul’s in the future. If interested, please let us know how you can
help.
Make a Meal ~ Make a Difference: Recently, we have been
approached about supporting four new people with one healthy,
nutritious meal a day. Currently, this ministry is sponsoring seven at risk adults in our
region. St. John’s in Washington is coordinating meals for two individuals, St. Mark’s in
Bridgewater will sponsor one person and St. Paul’s is sponsoring four. Meal preparers
needed. If you are interested in making meals to support this ministry, please contact Pam
Szen at prszen@gmail.com.
We have now delivered over 350 meals to our neighbors. Thank you!
Thank you all who participate in these three separate food-related ministries:
Volunteers, Donors, Cooks, Drivers, Vegetable Gardeners. We are so very grateful for your
support to support our neighbors in needs.
Upward in focus. Outward in Mission.

† Next Food Collection Drive Wednesday October 7th

O

ur Drive Thru Food Collections continues to serve those
affected by the COVID pandemic.
Our next collection is October 7th from 11 am - 1 pm.
Recipients of the October 7th food drive will be the New Milford
Loaves & Fishes Hospitality House and the Jericho Partnership.
The pantries we provide food to are still in need of our donations.
If you have a home garden and would like to participate in
the Shalom Garden project by providing some of your
homegrown produce, Jericho will accept fresh vegetables. Not
all pantries will accept fresh produce. We will accept fresh
produce which will then be delivered to Jericho immediately
following the food drive.
VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED: If you have an hour to
spare on alternate Wednesdays and if you have a truck or
large vehicle, please contact Pam Szen prszen@gmail.com.
We especially need a second vehicle.
Thank you to all our volunteers and donors. The
pantries we serve are so grateful.
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Tuesday
Nights at 7 pm

† Tuesday Night Ladies Bible Study
Attention all ladies! Our study is growing in numbers and enthusiasm.
Tuesday Night Ladies Bible Study continues throughout the Fall on Tuesday nights on
Zoom from 7-8 pm. We will be studying Isaiah chapters 40-55, and this week on October
6th please join us for Chapter 48: verses 9-22.
All are invited on a drop-in basis when you are available, or come each week!!
To join the Bible study, click on this link each week (save in your calendar).
https://zoom.us/j/93119181457?pwd=Q3hrVXNLUEJoeTF2TGVGQkJTeGlGUT09
Questions about the study or Zoom?
Please contact Carol Wheeler, mobile 203 525-0011 or cmeadwheeler@hotmail.com.

† Help Jericho Partnership’s At Risk
Students Stay Engaged in Learning &
Prevent Increased Poverty

D

anbury public schools are currently on a
fully remote learning model, making it
nearly impossible for parents of young students to
go to work to provide for their families. Jericho
Partnership is currently serving 20+ kindergarten
through 5th graders, giving them space and
supervision between 8:00 am and 4:00 pm so their
parents can work. We’re in need of classroom
monitors to serve two-hour blocks to assist these
students in navigating Google Classroom,
supervising lunch, and free time after school
hours. Jericho is strictly adhering to all COVID
safety protocols. Contact
volunteer@jerichopartnership.org to learn more.
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A

manda Brink, Barbara DeAnzeris, and Julia Galdino
celebrate tomorrow. Diane Loring opens presents on
Sunday. Throw a virtual party for Christine MacMillan
& Barbara Castronova next Wednesday. Have a blessed day
everyone!
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† Israel, Revisited 

† Jerusalem Archaeological Park - Southern Wall Excavations 
Notes from our Holy Land Trip in 2013: Finally we are ready to enter the Old City.
There are five gates along the Southern Wall of the Old City of Jerusalem: Zion Gate, Dung
Gate and three gates at the temple mount – the Double Gate, the Triple Gate and the Single
Gate.
Before we enter the city, our guide has a
special treat for us…a bagel!! Our
breakfasts every day have offered a
banquet of every food imaginable…but no
bagels!! And what a bagel. We only
needed one to feed the entire group!

Well fortified, we enter the Jerusalem
Archaeological Park through the Dung Gate.
The destruction of the old city in 70 AD, after
the Jewish revolt against the Romans, left
most of Herod's Second Temple in rubble.
Excavations of recent years reveal the most
amazing discoveries of Jerusalem during this

New Dates for
2021 Holy Land
Trip

period. Highlights at the site include a
Herodian Street with evidence of the
destruction of Jerusalem, the Robinson
arch structure, huge stones-fallen
remains from the Western Wall,
numerous ritual baths (mikveh) among
many others.
The Robinson arch was actually
part of a wide pathway that led the
pilgrims from the street level, up
(Continued on page 18)

Our next trip to
the Holy Land is in
April-May of 2021!
We leave on April
29 and return on
May 9th. This trip
will cover all the
basics and have
many optional addons. Watch future
Sword Points and
Facebook for more
info soon.
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(Continued from page 17)

Southern Wall Excavations

through a staircase, to cross
The stone behind the guide is about 4 feet by 5 feet by 50
over the street, then into the
south-western entrance of the feet, going all the way to the tourist in the distance.
Temple Mount. This was one
of the three bridges that led
into the temple.
Along the Western Wall,
excavators discovered a paved
Herodian street. The street,
13m wide, passed under the
arched entrance and along the

Western Wall. This was one of the most important
findings in the Jerusalem excavations, bringing us
back to the days of the Second Temple and the
destruction of Jerusalem by the Romans. The
excavators cleared out the meters high rubble and
the large stones that covered the area since then. A
magnificent paved road came back to life after
almost 2,000 years.
The shops on the western side of the street are
another important finding. In these shops the
merchants traded money and sold offerings for the
pilgrims to the Temple Mount.
The Southern Wall excavations also unearthed dozens of
ritual baths, located close to the walls. The purpose was to
purify the visitors to the Temple. It is believed that the baths
served thousands of worshippers who came to the Temple,
and these baths were constructed according to the Jewish
religious laws.
The southern side of the Temple was the main entrance for
common people. Like
Mary, Joseph and Jesus;
Priests and Levites had
their own entrance from Double Gate & stairs
the higher, eastern side.
At the foot of the
Southern Wall of the
Temple Mount is the
original, monumental
staircase that leads to
the Temple Mount from
the courtyard and which visitors can climb up. These
stairs lead to the Hulda Gates (Double and Triple Gates)
which led up into a tunnel. The stairs consist of 15
pairs of alternating broad and narrow steps. Jesus likely
drove out the vendors and money exchangers who were
exploiting the people from this courtyard. It is the only known area where 3,000 could have
heard the preaching of Peter and be baptized on the Day of Pentecost.
Today, the Double and Triple Gates of the Temple Mount are blocked - shut by the
Muslims years ago.
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† Transforming Stewardship
“The stone the builders rejected has become the corner stone…”
- Matthew 21:42

J

esus was the corner stone and He was rejected by the religious and
political leaders of his day, as well as ordinary citizens. Living a
stewardship lifestyle may cause you to be “rejected” by others in today’s society.
For example, saying grace before a meal in a restaurant may attract some strange
looks from some. But to others it is sign that God is alive and well!
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† Art in the Christian Tradition
Ten Commandments
2019
Rev. Agnus Kelly
Table View
Methodist Church in
Cape Town, South
Africa, celebrates a
theological and
symbolic journey
through the Bible
through simple, yet
meaningful stained
glass. They were
designed by Rev.
Angus Kelly in 2018
and installed by
Anika Van de Merwe
of Silverstain Stained
Glass Studios in
Advent 2019.

S

† Follow Us Live

treaming live our many worship services and events is nothing new for St.
Paul’s. We’ve been doing it for more than six years. Now during the
current pandemic it is being discovered by many for the first time.
One parishioner wrote “It was really meaningful to me and my
wife as I'm sure was to many others "attending" from home. I
hadn't experienced a live-streamed service before and had no idea
it could still feel like corporate worship even though we are all
separated. It's an understatement to say it was very comforting to
come together during this anxious time.”
Most of our services are available on YouTube Live or Facebook
Live. Check it out and why not introduce it to your friends who
may be looking for a church and don’t know what to expect? The
services can be watched live or later
online. Just click on the YouTube
button (left) or tab on our website for more info.
20

10 Years Ago

2010

This past Monday Fr. Joe celebrated his 50th birthday. 10 Years ago in Sword Points we
had a picture of Fr. Joe celebrating #40 in a pool in Africa!

And five years ago in 2015 we had a Blessing of the Animals.
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† The Stone that the Builders Rejected

J

esus makes a chilling prophecy to the religious leaders of his day. God had entrusted
them with the care of his people - "his vineyard." He describes their ancestors' brutal
treatment of the prophets. False prophets had been hailed, but true speakers for God had
been beaten and killed. Now God sends his divine Son. Knowing that they will reject him
too, he bluntly tells them that they will lose all.
He quotes verse 22 of Psalm 118. It refers to stone cutting. Builders cut blocks from
quarries and preferred to have straight edges.
Occasionally it might crack unevenly and be useless
for normal purposes. It could prove valuable,
though, as a cornerstone. If the ground were
uneven, the off-edge stone might fit exactly for this
special purpose. The psalmist is saying that God
has a way of using things and people who do not
seem to fit by human standards. The Lord is able to
interpret people quite differently.
Jesus was crucified on a rock - Calvary - that had
been rejected because of an earthquake. The cross
is the foundation of the Church.

A

† Electronic Giving

s a reminder, Saint Paul’s continues to offer the electronic giving option for making
your regular donations. Contributions can be debited automatically from your
checking/savings account or your credit/debit card. Our electronic giving program offers
convenience for you and provides much needed donation consistency for our congregation.
There is no cost to you to use this system. Also there will be no changes if you choose to
still use your present method of giving. The system is
simple using the following steps below.
Sign on to the church website at
www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com. Click on the “Give Now” button
at the top left of the first page. Click on the “Create Profile”
button to create your unique on line profile. After you have
created your profile, follow the on line instructions to
schedule your contribution.
If you have any questions, please contact Chuck Allen at
203-775-6633 or treasurer@SaintPaulsBrookfield.com.

† Come Saturday
Morning

E

ach Saturday morning
from 7:30 - 9 am our
John 21-12 group meets for
lively theological discussion.
They have met continuously
throughout the pandemic.
Join them at Theo’s
Downtown Diner in New
Milford, which has indoor
and outdoor dining.
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† This Sunday’s Readings
Son and Messiah
Exodus 20:1-4, 7-9, 12-20
n our first reading Moses gives the people the ten commandments that God
spoke to him on Mount Sinai. These precepts are at the heart of Israel’s law or
Torah, and form the basis of the covenant with God established through Moses. The
first four commandments prescribe Israel’s relationship with God. Those which
follow require fundamental responsibilities in human relationships.
Psalm 19
A hymn which glorifies the Creator God, with special praise for God’s law
Matthew 21:33-46
and a prayer for avoidance of sin.
Who, ACTUALLY, is
Philippians 3:4b-14
producing the fruit of the
Paul reminds the new Christians at Philippi that if any have reason to brag
Kingdom? It could be the
because of heritage, lineage, or zeal, it is he. Yet all human achievements are
to be counted as rubbish next to the joy and privilege of knowing God in
religious leaders. Nay. It
Christ. Paul does not consider himself complete, but presses forward to learn
SHOULD be the
yet more of the grace of Christ, the power of his resurrection, and the sharing
religious leaders. But are
in his sufferings. His goal remains ahead: God’s upward call in Christ Jesus.
they? Are we?
Matthew 21:33-46
Our gospel is the story of the wicked and disloyal tenants who are cast out
of the vineyard. The parable is presented to us as an allegory in which the vineyard is
Israel and the wicked tenants are its people. The servants sent to them are the
prophets, and the son whom they kill is Jesus. To the hearing of the early church the
destruction of the vineyard would parallel the destruction of Jerusalem by the
Romans in 70 CE, while the heritage of the vineyard is now given to others. There is
added an ancient
prophecy
concerning the
stone which was
rejected, but
which has now
become the main
cornerstone for
the Lord’s new
work.
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† Pick Up Your Copy Today!
Synthesis Study Guides for each weeks readings will be
available at the back of the church.

† Sermon Shorts

W

hat's keeping you from moving forward?
"Finishing Well." To replay all our sermons,
audio and videos follow this link for the Sunday
Sermons. Check out our Sermon Archives as well.
24
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† Your Prayers Are Requested For…

t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and
such a privilege. The Christian Church is the vineyard of the Lord, with all its needs
and problems: growing the grapes, making the wine, managing the Lord’s work. Let us
pray to the Lord of the vineyard, praying for…
.....Joe Hock, Stu Terrill, Harlan & Shirley Jessup
and other parishioners convalescing in extended
care facilities.
.....Christ Church, Trumbull; Grace Church,
Trumbull; Trinity, Trumbull.
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area.
.....For all companions and service animals, all
livestock & wild animals, great and small.
.....Ginny Beck, Clayton Ferry, Gary Stein,
Barbara Hock, Sue Balla, Rose Barrett, Jim
Megura, Jay Lawrence, Ed Licence, Peter Scalzo,
Jr., Anthony, Paul Kovacs, Denise, Lee Rybos,
Jennifer, Susan, Anja, Katie, Doris, Karen,
Beverly Hall, Joe Sampson, Clare Lyon, Robert,
James, Eve, Mike, Barbara, Jack, and Diane
continued healing.
.....the people of the Kingdom of Tonga; the people of Switzerland; the Diocese of Perth
(Australia) The Most Revd Kay Goldsworthy; and our sister and brother members of the
Reformed Mennonite.
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of ISIS forces. Pray also
for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ.
.....Michael for protection from mortar attacks in Somalia with the UN peacekeeping
service.
......New Milford Loaves & Fishes Hospitality
House, which is the recipient of our food
basket collections during the month of
October.
.....First Congregational Church of Ridgefield,
a church partner of the Jericho Partnership.
.....That we are not afraid of living our faith
because of fear of being “rejected” by others.
.....The Unity of the Church.
.....Bill Beattie, founder and chairman of the
Jericho Partnership, complete healing of
Multiple Myeloma.
.....That the Lord’s vineyard may quickly extend its healthy branches through the world,
sheltering the peoples with Christ’s gentleness and loving-kindness.

† This & That & Links

(Click on pictures or red links for more info)

Links We Like
Things That Make You
Think
Back Issues of Sword
Points
Johnny cash reading
nt

...or we are nothing.”
- Desmond Tutu
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Just For the Joy of It!
(And Christian Fellowship)

Random Fact of the Week!
Did you know ... that Winston
Churchill (pictured) was a keen amateur
bricklayer, constructing buildings and
garden walls at his home, Chartwell?
Wonder how much coffee he
drank?

†

It Takes An Editorial
Board
Contributors to this Weeks
Sword Points:

M
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ary Allen, Chuck Allen, Susan
Balla, Chris Barrett, Dot Crocker,
Mary Beth Durkin,
Steve Hemming,
Lois Hunt, Nicole
O’Connors, Patrick
O’Connors, Mary
Perry, Ken Perry,
Debbi Pomeroy,
John Sarver, Joe
Shepley, Tara
Shepley, Helen
Sheridan, Pam Szen,
David Szen, Ron
Switzer, Jay Trott,
Carol Wheeler, John

