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Hello faithful!

T

he Gospel for Sunday (Matthew 22:34-46) calls to us to
“love your neighbor as yourself.” You may have heard
that biblical love is not passive. It is something we do
– actively offering comfort, kindness, or merciful actions
just to name a few.
This action is to be generous and
continuous. Treating our neighbors as well as
we treat those we love emotionally. It requires a
conscious choice on our part and then requires
us to act on it – both parts equal this love.
We may think it is sometimes easier to love those
we don’t know – maybe a group of people we
haven’t met. But to love our neighbor just
might literally mean for us to reach out to
someone next door or in
our community that
needs us to be the
love of Christ to them.
This week, let’s pray about the
neighbor that needs us, and let’s love
this week in the name of Jesus.
May God be glorified in all we do for Him
and His children. Amen.
Mary Perry, Warden

† "What Do You Think? "
“What do you think of the Messiah?...”

- Jesus - Matthew 22:42 (NSRV)

G

by John Tuthill

od is not some far-away-distant bureaucratic lawyer - if the Gospel lesson this
week teaches anything - and, it does! - this certainly seems to be it. God is
neither dispassionate nor is God disinterested. He's the ultimate loving Father,
your ever-present and most-true friend, He is my hope and yours. God is at all times the
reliable Rock to be counted on throughout both good and in trouble-filled times. As Father
Joe has joyfully preached on in sermons past, Jesus is the "...friend who stays closer than a
brother" (Pr. 18:24, Jn 15:15). Taking your sin and mine off and in exchange crediting you
and me with His perfect righteousness, that was not done as some coldly mechanical or
legalistic transaction by a rubber-stamped, dime-a-dozen, cheap and impersonal "honorable
mention" also-ran certificate on which even your name is carelessly misspelled. The Lord
loves you so much that He gave His only Son to die in our place when we were still sinners.
God continually prays on our behalf as we sleep and especially when we cannot manage to
muster any words at all. God loves the broken-hearted! He has the active will and the
sympathetic desire to more than restore. So, what are we to think of the Messiah?
"What do you think of the Messiah?", Jesus asked. The Pharisees had gathered together,
and Jesus beat them to the punch with His own question this time. They were preparing to
try yet again to throw
him their next fastest
curve-ball question.
Jesus continued,
"Whose Son is He?"
They knew the answer,
"The son of David,"
they replied. Jesus
asked, "How is it then
that David, by the Spirit,
calls Him Lord?" (Jesus
is quoting David to
them, and David wrote
that his son is "Lord" in
Psalm 110:1). The
riddle is, how can David
refer to the coming
Savior as "Lord" if it is
his descendent? The
only way possible for
David, under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit to call his descendant a superior to himself is
that - it's true! The answer to the riddle is the Virgin Birth of Jesus. Jesus is descended
from King David, BUT, Jesus is greater than David because God broke into that line - God
completely interrupted that "regularly scheduled program"! (Luke 1:35). This together with
the previous answer we will hear in the lesson, so accurately answered the best lawyerly
questions of the most expert leaders that it conclusively and in an air-tight way showed two
things; 1.) The need of the Savior by everyone is without any doubt - no one keeps or can be
saved by the Law as Jesus
summarized it, and, 2.) The
Messiah is the Lord Himself
entered into the line of David,
which fulfills the Psalms. The
experts had no answer! This is
one of the greatest proofs (then
and now) that Jesus is God.
Thanks be to God!
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Concomitance [ /kənˈkämədəns/ ]

† Ih-pis-kuh-puh l Dik-shuh-ner-ee

Concomitance (noun) … Concomitance Eucharistic
is aDictionary)
doctrine that affirms the
(Episcopal
simultaneous presence of Christ's body and blood in each of the eucharistic elements. It
contradicts a narrow identification assurance of the fullness of the sacrament. The term is
from the Latin, "to accompany."

W

e are now in Phase 3 of Governor Lamont’s reopening guidelines, and
we are allowed to increase our attendance to 50% of our capacity, still
subject to mask wearing and maintaining social distancing. As a result we are
seating people differently in the pews. Closed pews and closed portions of pews
are different than during the past few months. We request that everyone coming
to church please wait to be seated by an usher until we all get familiar with the
new seating arrangements.

† This Week at St. Paul’s
Sat, Oct 24

- 7:30 am
10:30 am

-

John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford
PraiseMoves (Zoom)

Sun, Oct 25

- 8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion (YouTube Live)
9:30 am - Sunday School
9:30 am - Traditional Holy Communion (YouTube Live)
11:00 am - Contemporary Holy Communion (YouTube Live)
Mon, Oct 26 - 7:00 pm - Men’s Bible Study (Zoom)
Tue, Oct 27 - 8:00 am - PraiseKicks (Zoom)
9:30 am - Ladies Bible Study (Zoom)
7:00 pm - Tuesday Night Ladies Bible Study (Zoom)
7:15 pm - Boy Scout Troop #5, Meadow
Wed, Oct 28 -10:00 am - Online Healing Prayer Service (Zoom)
Sat, Oct 31 - 7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford
10:00 am - PraiseMoves (Zoom)
2:30-4:00 pm - Trunk or Treat, Parking Lot
Sun, Nov 1
- 8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion (YouTube Live)
9:30 am - Sunday School
9:30 am - Traditional Holy Communion (YouTube Live)
11:00 am - Contemporary Holy Communion (YouTube Live)
12:00 pm - What’s Cooking St. Paul’s? (Zoom)
Check our website daily for schedule updates and new links.
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Our doors will be open this Sunday for indoor services
at 8:00 am, 9:30 am, and 11:00 am for Holy Communion!
Please Note our new service times!

Welcome
If you plan on joining us in
person on Sunday, please
review our safety protocols
ahead of time. You can read
them by clicking HERE..
Thank you for wearing your
mask properly, covering your
mouth & nose at all times.
 Thank you for following the
ushers directions.
 Thank you for being respectful
of others needs, spaces and
beliefs as we all deal with the
Connecticut Covid-19 Phase III
Guidelines.
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† Get Back Up!
"Therefore, encourage and build one another up, just as you are already doing.”

Proverbs 24:16

by Steve Hemming

R

ecently, I spent some time with the Lord at the National Shrine of the Divine
Mercy, in Stockbridge, Massachusetts. Many years ago, on these very same
grounds, I cried out to God in my desperation for
the very first time in my life. This visit was not too unlike that
instance, for I was stuck in a negative pattern, and greatly
needed His counsel and deliverance.
I went to the actual spot where I spoke to God my first time
there. In addition to where once large trees grew, there were
now bronze statues erected in this huge open space as a lifesize Stations of the Cross, which depict a series of images from
when Jesus was condemned to death by Pontius Pilate through
His crucifixion, and subsequent burial.
The plaque on this particular station read "Jesus Falls a
Second Time." While not noted in any of the four gospels,
tradition holds that Jesus fell three times on His way to Calvary
to be crucified. While Jesus may have fallen as He humbled
Himself and in obedience went to the cross to die for us, 1 the
Holy Spirit used this vision to speak to my heart about my
tumbles, that were the result of repetitive sin.
Almost immediately, the Lord kiddingly
brought to mind the popular catch-phrase
"I've fallen and can't get up" from the Life
Call Medical Response Service
commercials. He addressed my dilemma
with humor in order to calm me and refute
my notion that I fell too many times to be
forgiven and restored.
Have you ever fallen from a sin you've
committed, and felt that somehow God
wouldn't forgive you, and no one would
help you get back up?2 If so, believe me, this is a lie straight from the pit of hell, for the
actual truth is when we plummet, we will not be overwhelmed by our fall, for the Lord will
lift us up with His hands.3
When we cry out to God in our trouble,
and acknowledge our sin to Him, He will
deliver us out of our distress.4 The Word
promises the Lord will sustain all who fall,
and He will lift up all who are bowed down
by shame.5
So, the next you take a fall from a sin,
and the adversary begins hurling
accusations against you, tell him, "Do not
rejoice over me, my enemy! Though I have
fallen, I will get back up!6 For my trust is
in the Lord, and I will rise and stand firm!" 7
"Nothing's impossible I have found
For when my chin is on the ground
I pick myself up, dust myself off and
start all over again"
1
2

Philippians 2:8
Psalm 107:12

3
4

Psalm 37:24
Psalm 107:13

5
6

Psalm 145:14
Micah 7:8

7

Psalm 20:7-8
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† Vocation and Death
Deuteronomy 34:1-12 • Psalm 90:1-6, 13-17 • 1 Thessalonians 2:1-8 • Matthew 22:34-46

“N

ever since has there been a
prophet in Israel like Moses,
whom the Lord knew face to face.” Loved
by God in this unusual way, Moses lived a
long life of 120 years, and, until the moment
of his death, his sight remained clear and his
vigor unabated.
Still, a sadness pervades the report of his
departure from this life. Moses looked over
the land of promise. “Gilead as far as Dan,
all Naphtali, the land of Ephraim and
Manasseh. All the land of Judah as far as the
Western Sea, the Negeb,
and the Plain - that is, the
valley of Jericho, the city of
palm trees - as far
Zoar” (Deut. 34:1-3). Then
the Lord said to Moses, “I
have let you see it with your
eyes, but you shall not cross
over there” (Deut. 34:4).
“Then Moses, the servant of
the Lord, died there in the
land of Moab, at the Lord’s
command”
(Deut. 34:5). Finally, his
life was given to the silence
of death.
Moses did not enter the
promised land. He did not
realize the fruit of his labor,
though he did not labor in vain. Strangely,
Moses’s death is a promise about the future,
a hope that a good work begun may be
entrusted to others. Even the friend of God
must die as the Lord commands. “You turn
us back to the dust and say, ‘Go back, O
child of earth.’ For a thousand years in your
sight are like yesterday when it is past and
like a watch in the night. You sweep us
away like a dream; we fade away suddenly
like the grass. In the morning it is green and
flourishes; in the evening it is dried up and
withered” (Ps. 90:3-6). Moses lived his
vocation until his appointed death, leaving
the hope of the future to Joshua upon whom
Moses had laid his hands.

Vocation and death belong together. We
must do something as called by God and
pursue it with the awareness that we do not
have forever. And we ought to make
provision for the future and trust in those to
follow. What are we to do? We discern a
specific vocation primarily by assessing our
strengths and skills in relation to the common
good. More broadly, however, there is a
vocation we all share, and we hear it from the
mouth of Jesus.
“One of the [Pharisees], a lawyer, asked
[Jesus] a question to test
him. ‘Teacher, which
commandment in the law is
the greatest?’ He said to
him, ‘“You shall love the
Lord your God with all your
heart, and with all your
soul, and with all your
mind.” This is the greatest
and first commandment.
And a second is like it:
“You shall love your
neighbor as yourself.” On
these two commandments
hang all the law and the
prophets’” (Matt 22:35-40).
Every day and every
year, until the hour of death,
is given to this vocation.
We are called to love God wholly and to
serve and love our neighbors. The second of
the two great commandments is a test of the
first. “The commandment we have from him
is this: those who love God must love their
brother and sisters also” (I John 4:21). The
love of one’s neighbor, although a common
vocation, will differ according to
circumstances: the scope of one’s
responsibilities, the people with whom a
common life is shared, one’s employment in
the world.
The two great commandments are a life’s
work and one which is passed from one
generation to the next.

Look It Up:
Read 1 John 4:19.
Think About It
There is a landscape of promise you will not enter.
Labor in love all the same and trust in the future.
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- from The Living Church, 2020

† This Date on the Church Calendar
Friday, October 23rd

J

St. James of Jerusalem

ames of Jerusalem is referred to in the New Testament as the brother of Our Lord
Jesus Christ.
He was for many years the leader of the Christian congregation in Jerusalem, and
is generally supposed to be the author of the Epistle of James, although
the Epistle itself does not state this explicitly.
James is mentioned briefly in connection with Jesus' visit to Nazareth
(M 13:55; P 6:3).
We are told that Jesus' brothers did not believe in Him (J 7:2-5),
and from this, and from references in early Christian writers, it is
inferred that James was not a disciple of the Lord until after the
Resurrection.
Paul, listing appearances of the Risen Lord (1 Cor 15:3-8), includes an
appearance to James.
Peter, about to leave Jerusalem after escaping from Herod, leaves a
message for James and the Apostles (A 12:17).
When a council meets at Jerusalem to consider what rules Gentile
Christians should be required to keep, James formulates the final consensus (A 15:13-21).
Paul speaks of going to Jerusalem three years after his conversion and conferring there
with Peter and James (G 1:18-19), and speaks again of a later visit (perhaps the one
described in A 15) on which Peter, James, and John, "the pillars," placed their stamp of
approval on the mission to the Gentiles (G 2:9).
A few verses later (G 2:11-14), he says that messengers from James coming to Antioch
discouraged Jewish Christians there from eating with Gentile Christians. (If this is refers to
the same event as A 15:1-2, then Paul takes a step back chronologically in his narration at G
2:11, which is not improbable, since he is dictating and mentioning arguments and events
that count as evidence for his side as they occur to him.)
On his last recorded visit to Jerusalem, Paul visits James (others are present, but no other
names are given) and speaks of his ministry to the Gentiles (A 21:18).
Outside the New Testament, James is mentioned by the Jewish historian Josephus, who
calls him "the brother of Jesus the so-called Christ," and reports that he was much respected
even by the Pharisees for his piety and strict observance of the Law, but that his enemies
took advantage of an interval between Roman governors in 62 AD to have him put to death.
His death is also reported by the second-century Christian writer Hegesippus.
Numerous references in early Christian documents show the esteem in which he was
held in the early Church.
There appear to be at least three persons named James mentioned in the New Testament,
and possibly as many as eight.
written by James Kiefer

† Transforming Stewardship
“You shall love the Lord, your God, with all your heart, with all your soul and with all
your mind.”
- Matthew 22:37

D

o you put other “gods” before God? Is your
love of money, power, status or some personal
possession greater than your love for God? Do you
really recognize that everything you have and
everything you are is a gift from God? The good news it’s not too late to put God first in your life in all things.
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† Vestry Meeting
October 14th

Opening: The meeting was opened at 7:30
pm with prayer by Fr. Joe Shepley. (The
October Vestry Meeting was held
electronically through Zoom Live.)
Sharing our experiences: W hat is one way
you see God moving in your community
during these COVID days?
JoAnn: I appreciate all of the work that is
being done by the staff before, during and
after the Sunday services. We are being
kept safe to worship the Lord. Thank you,
Fr. Joe, for including the Spiritual
Communion Prayer.
Lyndon: There are more small groups
throughout St. Paul’s that have formed
during COVID. Bible studies, small
groups, discussion groups have formed,
and I hope they continue to meet.
Lois: The wider community is supporting
the food basket and food banks. The need
is great and the call to help is spreading;
this is a huge blessing that will continue
beyond COVID.
Mary: The people have formed little
‘bubbles’ during COVID that gave people
comfort. And as things improve, people
are moving outside their bubbles but
keeping in contact with the small group.
The September minutes were approved as
circulated.

for future internments.
- The Groundskeeping
update included
information about the
trees on the property. Bud
Wright, arborist, made an assessment of the
maple tree behind the church. The tree
remains healthy, so it was trimmed, and
other trees of concern were taken down.
- The Family & Youth committee reported
that Sunday School has resumed, and three
families and their children have been
attending. Patrick is doing the teaching for
all of the children. Curriculum and videos
are continuing to be sent out weekly to the
youth of St. Paul’s. The nursery has not yet
been set up, but there is a space in Crocker
Hall that serves as a nursery.

Rector’s Report: We have come so very
far, and we have done it together in unity.
Three in-person services with full
communion on Sunday is a blessing. We
are building the body of Christ at St. Paul’s
with new people coming each Sunday.
Fr. Joe asked the Vestry – What is the next
big thing at St. Paul’s?
 Are there other ways we can reach out to
the community similar to that of the current
support of the food bank?
 A request was made to
look at who we are as a
church and why do we do
what we do. ‘Ancient
Futures’ will be the title
of this research into topics
that will educate and
Treasurer’s Report: September was a
enlighten.
great month with positive cash flow. We are  St. Paul’s has been a pioneer in moving
ahead of last year’s YTD totals. We are still from on-line services to being in-person
with three services. The Vestry should look
behind a break-even point by approximately
$10K, but we are closer than we were
for ways to be pioneers of spreading the
through September 2019. The Franklin
Good News.
Feedback on the move to 50% occupancy on
Funds are tied to the stock market and will
go up and down, but we will stay the course Sunday.
 Walking down the center aisle to the front
Committee Reports: - The Memorial
during the sermon is always an interruption.
Garden updated report was sent out. We are
Typically, the ushers will have parishioners
still looking for an engraver for the plaques
remain seated in the back of the church or
for each of the niches in the stone wall.
asked to go to the overflow downstairs.
Larger plaques have been made to index the
The ushers will work to keep these
number range in order to locate the niches.
distractions to a minimum.
Also, a drape has been made to cover the
 The sermons over the last two weeks by Fr.
stone wall while the wall is open during an
(Continued on page 9)
internment. It worked well and will be used
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† This Date on the Church Calendar
Saturday, October 28th

St. Simon & St. Jude

T

Apostles

he only thing the Gospels tell us about Simon is that he was one of the disciples,
and that he was called “the Zealot” (Zelotes). John mentions Jude in his
description of the Last Supper. The Epistle of Jude may be the work of the
disciple Jude, who is the man mentioned by John as the brother of James the Greater.
Tradition has consistently associated Simon and Jude as apostles to Persia. Some
accounts state that they were martyrs, a tradition generally accepted by the Western Church.
The Monology of Basil, however, says
that Simon died a peaceful death at
Edessa. Jude, who was surnamed
Thaddeus, has been confused with
another Thaddeus, who was also said to
have died a quiet death, either in Beirut
or Edessa. Whatever the facts, accounts
conflict and reliable data are lacking.
There are other scholarly questions
about both men. One involves Simon’s
appellation “Zelotes.” Whether in fact
he had been a member before his
conversion of one of the several factions
called “Zealots,” or whether this title
refers to his zeal for the Jewish law, is
not known, but he has consistently been
identified by it. For some centuries, and
even to this day, Jude has been regarded in popular devotion as the “patron of desperate or
lost causes,” but the basis of this tradition is obscure.
The Epistle of Jude concludes with this striking doxology: “Now to him who is able to
keep you from falling, and to present you without blemish before the presence of his glory
with rejoicing, to the only God our Savior, be glory, majesty, dominion, and authority,
through Jesus Christ our Lord, before all time and now and for ever” (Jude 24–25).
(Continued from page 8)

Vestry Minutes

Joe that explained in detail the bread and
wine and have deepened the experience of
communion. It was truly led by the Holy
Spirit.
Old Business: Mark your calendar for this
Sunday, October 18th at 3:00 pm in the
meadow to enjoy Patrick O’Connors’
worship music event. Bring your chairs and
enjoy the worship.

such as the Men’s Retreat, Women’s
Retreats, Youth Retreats, Northwest Region
Meetings, etc. The amount suggested to give
was $5,000. The Vestry discussed the
amount and it was approved unanimously.
Patrick O’Connors is stepping out in faith
and moving to record his second album with
an emphasis on the liturgy. As his home
church, Parishioners have the opportunity to
support this effort.
New Business: November 15th will be this
A reverse Trunk or Treat is scheduled for
year’s Covenant Sunday. This is the day that October 31st. Currently there are seven
the people of St. Paul’s bring their covenant trunks, and we would like to double that and
cards to church and make their financial
get fourteen or more. This will be a safe
commitment for next year to the Lord.
event, and the Vestry is encouraged to
The diocese has been involved in a Capital attend.
Campaign in 2020. St. Paul’s has been asked
to help with Camp Washington renovations. Closing: The meeting was closed with
This is a retreat facility for the diocese. It is prayer at 9:02 pm by David Williams.
in desperate need of repair and upgrade. St. Respectfully submitted,
Paul’s has attended retreats at the facility
David Williams, Clerk
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Who buried Moses and where?

Deuteronomy
34:4-6 NIV

T

here’s an
order to
these commandments:
love God first, and then
love your neighbor AS you
love yourself. The wise
follower is the one who tries
to obey and follow these
each and every day of their
lives. How are you doing?

† Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study

T

he Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study is studying, The Ten Commandments,
via ZOOM weekly on Tuesday mornings from 9:30 am - 11 am.
The Ten Commandments were not demands from a distance, they were
intrinsically linked to Israel's covenant relationship with God. They touch our
relationship with Him, too, and they bring into relief vital issues that are highly
relevant to life in the twenty-first century.
Please contact Debbi Pomeroy by email at debbi415@aol.com if you will be
attending.
Workbooks are by Mary Evans, Cover to Cover - The Ten Commandments,
Living's God's Way and can be purchased online at www.christianbook.com.
Topic: Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study
Time: 9:30 - 11 am
Zoom Link: Click HERE
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by Kirsten Peterson, Organist & Choirmaster

Greetings!
This week we will be singing the following songs at church:
Love Divine, All Loves Excelling
Death Was Arrested
Where Charity and Love Prevail
Song to the Savior
How Lovely is Your Dwelling Place
More Than Conquerors
Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us With Your Love
More Love, More Power
Broken Vessels (Amazing Grace)
All Hail the Power of Jesus' Name!
Hmmm. Did you notice that 50% of the songs have "love" in the title? In the
Gospel reading from Matthew, we'll hear a lot about love as we are reminded of the
two great commandments: First, "You should love the Lord your God with all your
heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind."
We will respond with songs whose lyrics reflect that directly:
With grateful joy and holy fear his charity we learn; let us with heart and mind and
strength now love him in return.
And I will worship you with all of my heart. I will worship you with all of my mind. I
will worship you with all of my strength. You are my Lord, you are my Lord.
And second, "You shall love your neighbor as yourself."
Jesu, Jesu, fill us with your love, show us how to serve the neighbors we have from you.
Neighbors are rich and poor, neighbors are black and white…
….all are neighbors to us and you.
Love can exclude no race or creed if honored be God's Name; our common life embraces
all whose Father is the same.
When I was looking at these words, initially I took "common life" to mean
"ordinary or unexceptional" and thought, "yeah, that makes sense. God's love makes
the ordinary special." But then, I thought, "No…it means our shared lives. Our
shared lives in Christ." Now….I just don't know! But that's why words are so
amazing. Either could work. Maybe?
But speaking of common, and now I mean common in the sense of frequent, it is
(Continued on page 13)
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(Continued from page 12)

Choir Notes

all too common for us to forget these commandments. Why do you think we confess
this every week: "We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves"?
In order to love our neighbors, we must first love God and accept his love for us.
Many of the songs we sing each week are invitations for God to dwell in us, and this
week is no exception:
…joy of heaven to earth come down,
…fix in us thy humble dwelling
...enter every trembling heart
…let us all thy life receive
…my very heart and flesh cry out, O living God, for thee
…fill us with your love
We even make this plea in the collect:
Almighty and everlasting God, increase in us the gifts of faith, hope, and charity;
and, that we may obtain what you promise, make us love what you command;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
I wanted to end with a brief note about "Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us With Your Love"
which we usually sing for our Maundy Thursday service during the foot-washing. A
Scottish missionary named Thomas S. Colvin (1925-2000) wrote the words and,
having spent many years in Ghana, paired them with an African melody he had
heard in that country. The tune name indicated in most hymnals, Cheroponi, refers
to a district in the northeast region of Ghana. The hymn is accompanied by
harmonies that certainly don't make it sound very African, but to be fair, it is
supposed to be a Westernized version of an African tune, but not an appropriation
of one. That cross-cultural aspect really speaks to the more global nature of unity
with our neighbors…"neighbors are nearby and far away"…and this was Colvin's
intent. As a missionary who was very much involved with relief and development in
Ghanaian village and urban communities, he composed many hymns set to African
melodies for Westerners to sing, and he also encouraged African Christians to
explore their own musical heritage in worship.
I've included a video of the First Plymouth
Church of Lincoln, Nebraska singing an a
cappella arrangement of the hymn.
Accompanied only by some hand percussion
and utilizing techniques such as call and
response, this version offers a compelling
connection to our African neighbors. We
won't be singing it with percussion this Sunday, but maybe someday…. (Bill Schrull?)
Enjoy!
Peace and blessings, Kirsten
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† Helping Our Neighbors

H

ere is an update about St. Paul’s ongoing food-related ministries serving our
community:
Drive Thru Food Collection - this occurs every other Wednesday
from 11 am - 1 pm. On October 21 we held our 14th food drive since
April 22. One truck delivered to the Jericho Food Pantry and the
other was delivered to Loaves & Fishes in New Milford.
Our next food collection will be on Wednesday, November 4th and
will support Brookfield Social Services and the Jericho Food Pantry
in Danbury. If you would like to make a financial donation to BSS,
please make your check payable to Brookfield Social Services and
indicate “Food Pantry.”
Thank you all for your ongoing generosity and to the many
volunteers who have helped to load the trucks and deliver food to the
pantries.
Shalom Garden Project - Thank you to the many home gardeners
who have shared their bounty during our bi-weekly food collections.
See you next spring!
Make a Meal ~ Make a Difference - Currently, this ministry is
sponsoring six at risk adults in our region. Meals are being provided by
St. John’s in Washington, St. Mark’s in Bridgewater and St. Paul’s. Meal
preparers needed. If you are interested in making meals to support this
ministry, please contact Pam Szen prszen@gmail.com. Thank you to all
who delivered meals for this week - it was really appreciated.
We have now delivered over 430 meals to our neighbors. Thank you!
Thank you all who participate in these food-related ministries:
Volunteers, Donors, Cooks, Drivers, Vegetable Gardeners. We are so
very grateful for your support in helping our neighbors in need.
Upward in focus. Outward in Mission.

† Next Food Collection Drive Wednesday November 4th

O

ur Drive Thru Food Collections continues to
serve those affected by the COVID pandemic.
Our next collection is November 4th from 11 am - 1
pm. Recipients of the November 4th food drive will be
the Brookfield Social Services and the Jericho Partnership.
The pantries we provide food to are still in need of our
donations.
If you have a home garden and would like to participate in the
Shalom Garden project by providing some of your homegrown produce, Jericho will accept
fresh vegetables. Not all pantries will accept fresh produce. We will accept fresh produce
which will then be delivered to Jericho immediately following the food drive.
VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED: If you have an hour to spare on alternate Wednesdays
and if you have a truck or large vehicle, please contact Pam Szen prszen@gmail.com. We
especially need a second vehicle.
Thank you to all our volunteers and donors. The pantries we serve are so grateful.
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† Why Does God Command Us to Love Him?

esus tells us that the greatest commandment is to love God totally. If you stop
and think about it, this seems a strange demand. Is
God such an egotist that he has to order us to love
him? Or is it rather that love is essential to our salvation?
Human beings are born without knowing how to love.
We have to learn this from others: parents, friends, relatives,
etc. One of the results of love is that we link with others in a
personal relationship.
Heaven is achieved through our bonding with God. It's
nothing that we can earn or achieve. It can only come when
we intimately know God on a personal level. Hence, love is
necessary for our future survival. God commands us to love
him for our benefit, not his.

There will be a Christian Prayer Event
on Saturday, October 31st to pray for
our country, the election, Halloween,
etc. It will start at 2 pm at the Veterans
Memorial, Rogers Park Danbury.
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D

on Winkley & Savannah Liss celebr ate on Satur day. Ella Mott &
Gwynneth Davidson open pr esents Sunday. Thr ow a vir tual
party for David Szen next Monday. Keith Balla is a year older and wiser on
Wednesday. Have a blessed day everyone!
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† Israel, Walking in Jesus' Footsteps 

† Mount Nebo 
After 40 years leading the headstrong Israelites
in the desert, Moses stood on the windswept summit
of Mount Nebo and viewed the Promised Land of
Canaan - after having been told by God “you shall
not cross over there.”
On a clear day, today’s pilgrims can see the
panorama Moses viewed: The Dead Sea, the Jordan
River valley, Jericho, Bethlehem and the distant
hills of Jerusalem.
As Deuteronomy 34:5-6 recounts, Moses died
there in the land of Moab “but no one knows his
burial place to this day.” Moses did, however,
eventually reach the Promised Land. He and Elijah
were seen with Jesus at the latter’s Transfiguration
(Luke 9:28-36).
Mount Nebo is now in western Jordan. At 2,700 feet high, it looks down 3,937 feet on
the nearby Dead Sea (which is about 1,300 feet below sea level).
Early Christians from Jerusalem made it a place of pilgrimage. In the 3rd or 4th century
monks from Egypt built a small church on one of its peaks, Siyagha (a name meaning
monastery), to commemorate the end of Moses’ life. By the end of the 4th century, an
empty “tomb of Moses” was being shown to pilgrims on the mountain.
Pilgrim’s Journal Assisted Excavation
The monks’ church was expanded in the 5th and 6th centuries into a large basilica with a
stunning collection of
Byzantine mosaics and an
elaborate baptistry.
Though little remains of
the early
buildings, the
mosaics can be
seen inside the
present-day shrine.
The main
mosaic, about
30 feet by 10 feet,
depicts monastic
wine-making,
hunters and
various animals.
(Continued on page 18)

New Dates for
2021 Holy Land
Trip
Our next trip to
the Holy Land is in
April-May of 2021!
We leave on April
29 and return on
May 9th. This trip
will cover all the
basics and have
many optional addons. Watch future
Sword Points and
Facebook for more
info soon.
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(Continued from page 17)

Rock of Mount
Moriah as it
was in 1910

Mount Nebo & Madaba

In the 1930s the Mount Nebo site was excavated, thanks largely to a
description of it in the journal of an early woman pilgrim, Egeria, in AD 394.
Six tombs were also found, hollowed into the rock beneath the basilica’s mosaic
floor.
Outside the present-day shrine stands an enigmatic serpentine cross, the
Brazen Serpent Monument. Created by Italian artist Giovanni Fantoni, it
imaginatively merges the life-saving bronze serpent set up by Moses into the
desert (Numbers 21:4-9) and the cross upon which Jesus was crucified.
Madaba
A short distance from Mount Nebo is Madaba.
The remains of the oldest known map of the Holy Land, painstakingly
assembled from more than a million pieces of colored stone, lie on the floor of a
church in the Jordanian city of Madaba.
This unique art treasure was designed by an unknown artist and constructed
in a Byzantine cathedral in the middle of the 6th century.
It was
rediscovered only in
1884, but its unique
character was
recognized only in
1896, after the new Greek
Orthodox Church of St George
had been built over it.
The discovery of the
Madaba Mosaic Map, and
mosaics in the remains of five
more churches and other
locations in the town, led to
Madaba, 30km south of Amman,
becoming known as “the City of
Mosaics.”
The map originally covered
an area of more than 50 by 20
feet with a geographic sweep
from Lebanon in the north to the
Nile delta in the south. Less than a third of the map has survived.
In spite of some inaccuracies, it is regarded as the most exact map of the Holy Land
before modern cartography was developed.
Jerusalem is the Main Feature
Unlike modern maps, which face north, the Madaba mosaic is orientated to the east, with
the Jordan River flowing from left to right.
Using a palette consisting of colored stones and glass, the artist ingeniously depicted
biblical locations, regional names and events, labelling them with about 150 inscriptions in
Greek.
There is Jericho ringed with palm trees, Jacob’s Well at Shechem, the Oak of Mamre at
Hebron, John’s baptism of Jesus in the Jordan River, and the allotments of the 12 tribes of
Israel.
East of the Jordan River, a lion pursues a graceful gazelle. Fish swim down the river,
with one turning back against the flow to avoid the poisonous Dead Sea. Two pulley-drawn
ferries cross the river. Two boats cross the Dead Sea, one being rowed and the other under
sail.
But the artist’s dominant focus is on the “Holy City” of Jerusalem. A lavish bird’s-eye
view of the city is presented, with its walls, gates, main streets and 36 specific buildings
represented. Many of the buildings (including the Church of the Holy Sepulchre) are clearly
identifiable.
Both Mount Nebo and Medaba are included as part of the extension to our upcoming
2021 Holy Land Trip.
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Tuesday
Nights at 7 pm

† Tuesday Night Ladies Bible Study
Attention all ladies! Our study is growing in numbers and enthusiasm.
Tuesday Night Ladies Bible Study continues throughout the Fall on Tuesday nights on
Zoom from 7-8 pm. We are studying Isaiah chapters 40-55, and this week on October 27th
please join us for Chapter 51.
All are invited on a drop-in basis when you are available, or come each week!!
To join the Bible study, click on this link each week (save in your calendar).
https://zoom.us/j/93119181457?pwd=Q3hrVXNLUEJoeTF2TGVGQkJTeGlGUT09
Questions about the study or Zoom?
Please contact Carol Wheeler, mobile 203 525-0011 or cmeadwheeler@hotmail.com.
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† Art in the Christian Tradition
Last Acts and Death of Moses
1481-82

Luca Signorelli, 1450-1523

T

Sistine Chapel, Vatican City

he famous biographer Vasari was certain that this fresco in the
Sistine Chapel was made by Luca Signorelli. Present day art
historians disagree and claim that most of it was made by
Bartolomeo della Gatta. Only the more dynamic figures would be
Signorelli's.
Signorelli was not on the list of four artists who at first were
commissioned to
decorate the walls of the
Sistine Chapel.
On the right Moses
reads to a listening
crowd (Deut. 29-30). At
his feet is the Ark of the
Covenant, with the two
tables of the Law. On
the left he hands over
his leadership to his
successor Joshua. In the
center of the background
Moses is on Mount
Nebo. An angel shows
him the promised land,
which he will never
reach. On the left his
people mourn his death.

S

† Follow Us Live

treaming live our many worship services and events is nothing new for St.
Paul’s. We’ve been doing it for more than six years. Now during the
current pandemic it is being discovered by many for the first time.
One parishioner wrote “It was really meaningful to me and my
wife as I'm sure was to many others "attending" from home. I
hadn't experienced a live-streamed service before and had no idea
it could still feel like corporate worship even though we are all
separated. It's an understatement to say it was very comforting to
come together during this anxious time.”
Most of our services are available on YouTube Live or Facebook
Live. Check it out and why not introduce it to your friends who
may be looking for a church and don’t know what to expect? The
services can be watched live or later
online. Just click on the YouTube
button (left) or tab on our website for more info.
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St. Paul’s Mission Committee

Annual Request for Budget Line Items for Year 2021
“If a brother or sister is without clothing and in need of daily food, and if one of you
says to them, go in peace, be warmed and be filled, and yet do not give them what is
necessary for their body, what use is that? Even so faith, if it has no works, is dead, being
by itself.” James 2:15-17

S

aint Paul’s Mission Committee serves the entire parish as a focal point for our
mission work. We prepare an annual budget for vestry approval. Items in this
budget come from you, our parishioners! This is your opportunity to enhance your personal
or family missions with the prayer, talent and financial support of the entire parish!
As a sponsor of your Christian based organization, you are
asked to complete the form at the end of this article.
Additionally, you are expected to submit a “Sword
Points” article. This is your opportunity to “put a
face” on what we, as a Parish, are supporting.
We invite your active participation in this
budgeting process as well as your involvement
with St. Paul’s Mission Committee. We meet first
Thursday, monthly 7:00 in the Guild Room.
If you have any questions regarding this process,
please contact a member of the Mission Committee:
Barbara DeAnzeris, Laurie DoBosh, Lois Hunt, Joyce
Sarver, Bill Schrull, Ron Switzer, Bonnie Wanzer,
Cigdem Usekes, Don Winkley.
Mission Organization:_____________________
Persons requesting prayer, physical or financial support ____________________________
Our task is to sponsor those missions that are:
 Christ Centered
 Meet the basic needs of our neighbors
 Have a strong base of existing personal support by more than one St. Paul’s Parish
members.
Briefly describe the purpose or scope of the mission or organization:
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
Is it Christian based, to spread the Good News of Jesus Christ?
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
To what extent do you recommend St Paul’s should offer support?
Prayer Needs: ____________________
Financial Support: $_______________
Physical Assistance: ______________
Any other pertinent information for committee consideration.
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
Kindly return this form to the Mission Committee by November 1, 2020.
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10 Years Ago

2010

10 Years ago in Sword Points St. Paul’s was celebrating our 225th anniversary.
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† Men’s Bible Study

O

ur weekly Men’s Bible Study meets weekly on Mondays at 7 pm on Zoom.
They just started a new book, 1st John. This epistle was addressed to a
general audience, unlike those written by Paul. It shares a style,
phrases and expressions with the Gospel according to John, so it
is very likely that both were written by the same person. It
appears to have been circulated to various churches. The author
seeks to combat heresy, specifically that the spirit is entirely good
but matter is entirely evil. John tells his readers that morality
and ethical behavior are important for Christians.
This lively study averages about 20 men per meeting.

T

he Great Commandment - love God and love your neighbor - how can we
make it the basis of all we do in life? Perhaps habits of prayer, study,
sacrificial giving, and being connected to a faith-filled community can be our stepping
stones to living that commandment in a world that constantly tempts us into living
only for ourselves, and puts God in the less than primary place he deserves.

A

† Electronic Giving

s a reminder, Saint Paul’s continues to offer the electronic giving option for making
your regular donations. Contributions can be debited automatically from your
checking/savings account or your credit/debit card. Our electronic giving program offers
convenience for you and provides much needed donation consistency for our congregation.
There is no cost to you to use this system. Also there will be no changes if you choose to
still use your present method of giving. The system is
simple using the following steps below.
Sign on to the church website at
www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com. Click on the “Give Now” button
at the top left of the first page. Click on the “Create Profile”
button to create your unique on line profile. After you have
created your profile, follow the on line instructions to
schedule your contribution.
If you have any questions, please contact Chuck Allen at
203-775-6633 or treasurer@SaintPaulsBrookfield.com.

† Come Saturday
Morning

E

ach Saturday morning
from 7:30 - 9 am our
John 21-12 group meets for
lively theological discussion.
They have met continuously
throughout the pandemic.
Join them at Theo’s
Downtown Diner in New
Milford, which has indoor
and outdoor dining.
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† This Sunday’s Readings
Love for God and Neighbor
Deuteronomy 34:1-12
ur Hebrew scripture lection recounts the death of Moses on the very
Matthew 22:15-22
edge of the promised land. Moses has fulfilled his purpose as God’s
The "love" that is being called
faithful servant, the one who led the people from their bondage with many
signs, received the law, traversed the wilderness, and knew God intimately.
for is not emotion; it is not
From Mount Nebo, Moses surveys the promised land, and then he dies and is
"liking," "getting along with,"
buried in Moab. Joshua, upon whom Moses had laid his hands, succeeds him.
"desiring," or "feeling warm
Psalm 90:1-6, 13-17
about."
The "love" Jesus is
The psalmist reflects on the passing character of human life in the face of the
Lord’s wrath, and asks the everlasting God for wisdom to make use of the time.
talking about here is trust,
1 Thessalonians 2:1-8
loyalty, enduring devotion,
In this reading Paul recalls his first visit to the Thessalonians, the troubles he
being attached to. You may
endured, and the straightforward and gentle way in which he presented the
actually hate your neighbor,
gospel. The opposition that Paul had earlier experienced in Philippi continued
in Thessalonica, but, with God’s help, Paul preached fearlessly. Unlike certain
but you will still love them in the
of the insincere traveling missionaries of the pagan world, Paul acted with
Biblical sense if you continue
integrity and sought in no way to take advantage of his new friends. He and his
to act for their well-being.
companions shared not only the gospel but their own selves.
Matthew 22:34-46
In the gospel Jesus presents the double commandment of love for God and neighbor,
and then asks a question concerning whose son the Christ is. The context of this passage
is the effort by certain Jewish officials to test Jesus, hoping to force him to make an
unwise or unpopular comment. Jesus first responds by teaching that all the law and the
prophetic words depend for their understanding on commandments of love. He then
asks his own question. Using an argumentative style of the time, Jesus shows how King
David (considered to be the author of the Psalms) called the Christ his Lord. Thus, at the
very least, the Christ must be more than the son of David. Christians believe this Christ
to be
Jesus and
trust that
through
him
disciples
may learn
to love
both God
and
neighbor.

O

† Sermon Shorts

“I

t’s a Trap!” To replay all our sermons,
audio and videos follow this link for the
Sunday Sermons. Check out our Sermon
Archives as well.
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† Your Prayers Are Requested For…

t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and
such a privilege. Pondering the two great commandments of the law, let us pray
together for…
.....Joe Hock, Stu Terrill, Harlan & Shirley Jessup and other parishioners convalescing
in extended care facilities.
.....All Saint’s, West Cornwall; St. James’s, West
Hartford; St. John’s, West Hartford.
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury
area.
.....Diocesan Episcopal Church Women, Diocesan
Altar Guild; local ECW chapters and parish altar
guilds.
.....Ginny Beck, Clayton Ferry, Gary Stein,
Barbara Hock, Sue Balla, Rose Barrett, Jim
Megura, Jay Lawrence, Ed Licence, Peter Scalzo,
Jr., Anthony, Paul Kovacs, Denise, Lee Rybos,
Jennifer, Susan, Anja, Katie, Doris, Karen,
Beverly Hall, Joe Sampson, Clare Lyon, Robert,
James, Eve, Mike, Barbara, Jack, Fr. Bill Loring,
Fr. George Crocker, Bob Cutting and Diane continued healing.
.....the people of the Principality of Andorra; the people of South Korea; the Diocese of Pune
(North India) The Rt Revd Sharad Yuvraj Gaikwad; and our sister and brother members of
the National Association of Free Will Baptists.
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of ISIS forces. Pray also
for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ.
.....Michael for pr otection fr om mor tar attacks in Somalia with the UN peacekeeping
service.
......New Milford Loaves & Fishes Hospitality House, which is the recipient of our food
basket collections during the month of October.
.....New Life Community Church, New Fairfield, a church partner of the Jericho Partnership.
.....That we recognize everything we have and everything we are is a gift from God.
.....Monastic Orders and Vocations.
.....Bill Beattie, founder and chair man of the J er icho Partner ship, complete healing of
Multiple Myeloma.
.....That like the Thessalonians, our community may live in the faith and joy of the Holy
Spirit.

† This & That & Links

(Click on pictures or red links for more info)

Links We Like
Things That Make You Think
Back Issues of Sword Points

Johnny cash reading
nt

In this video Holy
Land Archaeologist
Danny “The Digger”
Herman explains
Mount Nebo.
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Just For the Joy of It!
(And Christian Fellowship)

Random Fact of the Week!
Did you know ... that the Resolute Desk (pictur ed) is one of only five
desks ever used in the Oval Office?

†

It Takes An Editorial Board
Contributors to this Weeks
Sword Points:

M

ary Allen, Chuck Allen, Susan
Balla, Chris Barrett, Dot Crocker,
Steve Hemming, Nicole O’Connors, Patrick
O’Connors, Mary
Perry, Ken Perry,
Kirsten Peterson,
Debbi Pomeroy,
John Sarver, Joe
Shepley, Tara
Shepley, Pam Szen,
David Szen, Ron
Switzer, Carol
Wheeler, John
Tuthill, Don
Winkley, Gail
Winkley, David
Williams.
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