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Transforming 

Lives Through 

Jesus Christ 

†  Live the Resurrection Life

“This is the victory that conquers the world, our faith.” 

1 John 4:5 

 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com
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We are open for in-person services! 

at 8:00 am & 10:30 am with Holy Communion!

Welcome 
 

If you plan on joining us in 

person, please review our 

safety protocols ahead of time.  

You can read them by clicking 

HERE..  
 

 Thank you for wearing your 
mask properly, covering your 
mouth & nose at all times. 

 Thank you for following the 
ushers directions. 

 Thank you for being respectful 
of others needs, spaces and 
beliefs as we all deal with 
current Connecticut Covid-19 
Phase Reopen Guidelines. 

 

https://saintpaulsbrookfield.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=61c3c0e1c85361da820ab8127&id=90a75e6aee&e=14cdd37596
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†  This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

Thu, May   6 - 8:00 am - PraiseKicks  (Zoom) 
  7:00 pm - Property Meeting 
Sat, May   8 - 7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford 
  10:00 am - PraiseKicks  (Zoom) 
Sun, May   9   (Mother’s Day) 
 - 8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 
  10:15 am - Sunday School 
  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 
Mon, May 10 - 7:00 pm - Men’s Bible Study  (Zoom) 
Tue, May 11 - 8:00 am - PraiseKicks  (Zoom) 
  9:30 am - Ladies Bible Study (Zoom) 
  7:00 pm - Tuesday Night Ladies Bible Study (Zoom) 
Wed, May 12 -10:00 am - Online Healing Prayer Service  (Facebook Live) 
Thu, May 13 - 8:00 am - PraiseKicks  (Zoom) 
Sat, May 15 - 7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford 
  10:00 am - PraiseMoves  (Zoom) 
Sun, May 16    
  8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 
  9:45 am - First Communion Class 
 -10:15 am - Sunday School 
  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 
  12:00 pm - What’s Cooking St. Paul’s?  (Zoom) 
 

Check our website daily for schedule updates and new links. 

†  Resurrection People  
with Resurrection Faith 

 

Dear Friends, 
 

A s Christians, we are resurrection people with resurrection faith, affirmed together 

each Sunday in our Creed: "On the third day He rose again."  The historical 

evidence for Jesus' life and resurrection is stronger than 

for many events in ancient Greek and Roman history that 

historians accept as assured history. 

German theologian, Wolfhart Pannenberg, had this to 

say about Jesus' resurrection, "The evidence for Jesus' 

resurrection is so strong that nobody would question it 

except for two things: first, it is a very unusual event; 

and second, if you believe it happened, you have to 

change the way you live." 

As we continue to celebrate the Easter season, we are 

invited into spiritual transformation. This is the victory 

our Epistle for Sunday speaks of, allowing us to conquer 

sin and death itself. Christ is risen, and so are we, even 

now, as we put our hope in God's resurrection promise 

through Jesus Christ. Together, by God's grace, we live 

the risen life. 

Faithfully, 

Cover Artwork: 
Resurrection of 
Christ and the 
Women at the 
Tomb, 1438-45, by 
Fra Angelico, 
(Convent of San 
Marco, Florence).   

https://zoom.us/j/95816682699?pwd=VmNSdHJiYVJuekpZMzJHRFhNMHRzdz09
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=452783070
https://zoom.us/j/95816682699?pwd=VmNSdHJiYVJuekpZMzJHRFhNMHRzdz09
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://zoom.us/j/93571720162?pwd=V0JTejJWT2pMSlY2K2xJdWYvazlrZz09
https://zoom.us/j/95816682699?pwd=VmNSdHJiYVJuekpZMzJHRFhNMHRzdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88625535022?pwd=QTlCV1Q0aXRSMWpDQS82djNNK2Zjdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/4245653965?pwd=VmRkYjVkRDRyK1J0elMwcXFpekNZZz09
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://zoom.us/j/95816682699?pwd=VmNSdHJiYVJuekpZMzJHRFhNMHRzdz09
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=452783070
https://zoom.us/j/95816682699?pwd=VmNSdHJiYVJuekpZMzJHRFhNMHRzdz09
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://zoom.us/j/148360074
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†  Joy and Commandment 

 

Acts 10:44-48;  Psalm 98;  1 John 5:1-6; John 15:9-17 
 

W 
hen the Word of God is truly preached, this happens.  “While Peter was still 
speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard the word” (Acts 10:44).  The 
Holy Spirit falls and causes a work of miraculous growth in the soil of human 

lives.  “For as rain and snow fall from the heavens and return not again, but water the earth, 
bringing forth life and giving growth, seed for sowing and bread for eating, so is the word 
that comes forth from my mouth; it will not return to me empty; but it will accomplish that 
which I have purposed, and prosper in that for which I sent it” (Second Song of Isaiah, BCP 
p. 87). 

The Word of God falls from heaven and gives life to a universal church.  “Peter was 
astounded that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on the Gentiles” (Acts 
10:45).  The inclusion of the Gentiles fulfilled an ancient prophecy. “I will pour out my spirit 
on all flesh” (Joel 2:28).  No one stands outside the scope of this promise.  “All flesh” means 
everyone reading these words, everyone in every congregation, every family, language, 
people, and nation.  The Word has made a living and universal Church. 

In a world divided and enslaved by sin, it is essential to recall the great joy of the 
Resurrection and the gift of the Holy Spirit upon all flesh.  The Church, therefore, sings a 
new song, announces marvelous things, proclaims victory over death.  The church gives 
voice to every creature under heaven.  The church can hear that the land shouts, the seas 
make a noise, the rivers clap their hands, the hills ring out with joy (Ps. 98).  The church is a 
resurrection ear and a resurrection voice. 

 The church listens and gives voice to every 
beautiful thing, as acknowledged in the Song of 
Creation (BCP p. 88): angels, powers, heavens, 
waters, sun, moon, stars of the sky, rain, wind, 
fire, heat, summer, drops of dew, flakes of snow, 
frost and cold, ice and sleet, nights and days, 
storm clouds and thunderbolts, mountains and 
hills, springs of water, seas and stream, whales 
and all that move in the waters, birds of the air, 
beasts of the wild, flocks and herds, men and 
women everywhere.  Jesus Christ has come to 
save not only you but the whole creation. 
 “The Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard the 
word” (Acts 10:44).  The Holy Spirit is the Spirit 
of love.  In this eternal love, the Father gives all 
things to the Son, and whatever the Son hears 
from the Father, the Son makes known to us 
(John 15:15).  Listening, we hear of the union 

between love and commandment.  The love of God poured into our hearts reveals the good 
works that love requires.  These works are love in action. “This is my commandment,” Jesus 
says, “that you love one another as I have loved you.  No one has greater love than this, to 
lay down his life for one’s friends” (John 15:12-13). 

We will all lay down our lives.  We are, in some measure, doing so in every moment.  
Why are we living and going to our death?  Love is our meaning.  We lay down our lives in 
acts of love, some small, some great, some easy, some crushing.  All the while, we still hear 
the announcement of the Resurrection, we still open our mouths in praise, and we still bear 
our cross as a “yoke that is easy” because the Word is very near us. 

The Christian life is one of great joy and deep love.  It is also a life in which there are 
commandments and obligations, freely accepted because they are the embodiment of love. 
 

Look It Up: 
Read John 5:2. 
 

Think About It: 
Obligations do not impede spiritual growth or spiritual joy. 

      - from The Living Church, 2021 

https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Easter/BEaster6_RCL.html#ot1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Easter/BEaster6_RCL.html#ps1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Easter/BEaster6_RCL.html#nt1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Easter/BEaster6_RCL.html#gsp1
https://www.bcponline.org/DailyOffice/mp2.html
https://www.bcponline.org/DailyOffice/mp2.html
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=487158788
https://www.bcponline.org/DailyOffice/mp2.html
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=487159036
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“Y ou did not choose me, but I chose you.”  On a much 

more trivial scale, can you remember the childlike 

elation of being chosen for a team, for a part in a play, for a 

special class project?  Shouldn’t it be a natural and gladsome 

thing, then, to love and serve the Holy One, the Creator of the 

Universe, who first loved and chose you as special to Him? 

†  That Our Joy May Be Full 
 

by Steve Hemming 
 

“You will show me the path of life.  In Your presence is fullness of joy.  At Your right 
hand are pleasures forevermore.” Psalm 16:11 

 

W hile we can experience delight in our relationships, activities, work, etc., our true 
fulfillment of joy comes from the Lord, as King David cites above.  In John 15:9-

11, our Lord Jesus Christ tells us when we abide in Him and keep His commandments, His 
joy will remain in us, so that our joy may be full.  Again, in the very next chapter (16:23-
24), Jesus declares when we ask the Father for anything in His name, we will receive, that 
our “joy may be full.” 

Our joy in the Lord is not dependent upon our feelings, but on our faith in Him.  
According to the Word, joy is not just reserved for times of elation, but can also be 
experienced during seasons of adversity.  James encourages us to consider it all joy when 
we fall into various trials, knowing that the testing of our faith produces patience, and let 
patience have its perfect work, that we may be perfect and complete, lacking nothing (James 
1:2-4). 

 In a similar vein, Peter the Disciple writes that we should not think that 
it is strange when we face fiery trials, but instead, we should rejoice to the 

extent that we partake in Christ’s sufferings, that when His glory is revealed, 
we may also be glad with exceeding joy (1 Peter 4:12-13).  As we are 
strengthened by His might and glorious power, we are able endure 
longsuffering with joy, and walk worthy of the Lord and be fruitful in 
every good work (Colossians 1:10-11). 

 It was prophesied in Isaiah 61 and later fulfilled that the Father would 
send His Son Jesus into 
the world to comfort us, 
give us the oil of joy for 

mourning (v. 3), and 
everlasting joy (v. 7), so that 

our souls would become joyful in Him (v. 
10).  Because of this we have hope, that even in 

the midst of our most trying moments, while weeping may endure for a night, 
joy will come in the morning (Psalm 30:5), when we persevere by faith in 
the Lord. 
 In Hebrews 11:1, it is written, “Now faith is the substance of things 
hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.”  John, who along with the other 
disciples, lived and walked with the Lord bears witness to us in 1 John 1:1-4, 
that although we did not see Jesus with our own eyes, nevertheless by faith 
we are able to join in their fellowship with the Father and the Son.  John 
wrote these things so that our joy may be full (v. 4).  Likewise, Peter shares 
in 1 Peter 1:8; “Though now you do not see Him, yet believing, you rejoice 

with joy inexpressible and full of glory.” 
Regardless of our circumstances, through faith, we can have true fellowship with our 

God and experience exceeding joy in His presence. 
 

“Now to Him who is able to keep you from stumbling, and to present you faultless 
before the presence of His glory with exceeding joy, to God our Savior, who alone is wise, 
be glory and majesty, dominion and power, both now and forever.  Amen.” Jude 24-25 
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†  Fair Linen  \ ˈfer \ ˈli-nən \  

A  long white cloth that covers the top of the altar.  It typically 
hangs down some distance over the ends of the altar.  The 

Book of Common Prayer (BCP) directs that at the eucharist the altar 
“is spread with a clean white cloth during the celebration” (p. 406).  
Historically, in the early church, a small table was brought out and put in place for the 
liturgy of the table.  A white cloth was spread on the table at this time.  As late as the eighth 
century, a white cloth was spread upon the holy table during the eucharist by deacons after 
the liturgy of the word.  It is appropriate for the altar cloth to be spread on the altar before 
the service or at the offertory.  It may be embroidered with five crosses, one on each corner 
and one in the center.  References to the fair linen date from the 1552 BCP.  

†  Ih-pis-kuh-puh l  Dik-shuh-ner-ee   

(Episcopal Dictionary) 

†  Prophets of Old 
Job 

Thursday, May 6th, Byzantine calendar 
 

W 
hy do bad things happen to good people?  At some point in their lives, 
everyone longs to understand this mystery.  The Book of Job puts the 
question to God.  Its reflections provide hope for anyone who is suffering. 

The story of Job was based on an old folk tale.  Job, the story relates, had a 
beautiful family and great prosperity.  A good man, he felt blessed by God.  But then 
hard times befell him.  His children were killed, all his wealth was taken from him, and 
he was stricken with a horrible skin disease. 

What made all this even more difficult was that the people of Job’s time believed 
that the good were rewarded and the wicked punished during their lives.  Suffering was 
considered to be a punishment for sin. 

Though he was angry, confused and depressed by his suffering, Job continued to turn to 
God.  In the process he learned that prosperity is not a reward for good behavior.  Nor is 
suffering a punishment.  God’s plan is a mystery beyond our power to understand.  And yet, 
somehow, God’s mystery is spread before us as a gift.  God’s mystery surround us.  Trust is 
the only fitting response to joy and pleasure, to pain and sadness.   

In some of the most beautiful writing in the scriptures, God reminds Job of the splendors 
of creation.  Perhaps Job suddenly sees himself, even with his sufferings (or maybe even 
because of  his sufferings), as part of God’s wonderful works.  Job is filled with awe and 
thanksgiving and praise. 

†  Transforming Stewardship 
 

“This is my commandment: love one another as I love you.  
No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for 
one’s friends”     - John 15:12-13 

 

D o you love Jesus?  Do you consider Him your friend?  
Jesus says that if we love Him we would be willing to 

offer whatever we have to Him, not because we want praise 
and glory, but simply because we love Him.  Does your giving 

seem mechanical out of obligation or do you share freely out of love? 



8  

 

“T his is my command to 

you: You are to love 

each other.”  A faithful 

follower takes up this challenge 

on a daily basis, knowing that 

it’s not an easy thing, but that 

this is what Jesus asks of them. 
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†  I Chose You 

In  Sunday's gospel, Jesus reminds us of an important 

part of faith.  Some Christians place a great emphasis on 

the fact that THEY chose Jesus as their savior.  But our Lord reminds 

us, that HE made the choice, not us.  All that we can do is simply to be 

grateful for this one-sided decision and respond with love.  We show 

our response by the loving acts that we practice.  The gospel is not 

about choosing, it is about being chosen.  Along with this choice 

comes the duty of 

loving others as 

Jesus loves them. 

†  Art in the Christian Tradition 
 

Lyre 
February, 2008 

 

O 
ur Sunday Psalm 98 is filled with musical references and natural imagery, both 
in praise of the LORD.  The Psalmist directs the spirit of God’s creation to join 
its instruments with human creation so that joyful noises blend trumpet, lyre, 

sea, flood and hills.  The purpose of this scripture is powerful praise in melody, all of 
creation in harmonious worship.  At the time of year when this scripture is read, weeks after 
the resurrection of Christ, Spring dominates nature and the time of celebration is filled with 
renewed life, vivid color and restorative hope. 

This photograph, taken in Golden Gate Park, represents the perfect blend of creation, 
capturing an element of nature which is musical in form.  This particular branch has grown 
in the shape of a lyre and its pink hues set against an intensely blue sky convey the essence 
of Spring and the 
Psalm. In this work, it 
is as if God has created 
God’s own visible and 
natural depiction of 
Psalm 98. 

Though the 
photograph was taken 
in February, months 
earlier than the time 
when this scripture is 
placed in the 
celebration of Easter, it 
is never too early to 
commemorate the 
foundation of the 
Christian faith, that of 
the resurrected Christ.  
With this photograph 
and this Psalm, it has 
been placed before our 
eyes.  We should make 
a joyful noise not only 
in this season, but 
throughout the year as 
the presence of God 
surrounds our every 
day. ~ Kitty Taylor  
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Greetings! 
 

F or the sixth Sunday of Easter, our readings focus still on the love of God and 
our love of Christ and each other.  Unrelated to the lectionary, however, is 

another event associated with this coming Sunday, Mother's Day.  This holiday's 
creation is credited to Ann Jarvis, who set aside a day to memorialize her own 

mother, a beloved member of the community, in 1907.  The idea 
spread, and by 1914, Woodrow Wilson declared it a national holiday.  

Over the years, the day has become fairly commercialized, 
associated with gift and cards and breakfasts in bed, but this 
was never Jarvis's intention.  It is said she fought 
unsuccessfully to remove this holiday from the calendar in the 

last year's of her life because its commercialization. 
 Despite the fact that Mother's Day is not a religious holiday, we 

are taught in the commandments to "honor thy mother and father."  
To that end, we will sing a lovely hymn entitled "O God, Whose 

Steadfast Love" written (and copyrighted) by James L. Haddix in 1994.  The 
opening verse reminds us that motherhood is blessed by God, and just as a 

mother protects her children, God protects us. 
O God, whose steadfast love true motherhood has blessed; 
Who shields the infant small upon its mother’s breast: 
Embrace us, too, O God, our God, 
And hold us in your loving arms, and hold us in your loving arms. 

 

Haddix continues by celebrating several mothers from the Bible.  We meet Sarah 
who laughed when she found out she was going to be a mother at her "advanced" age; 
we hear of Hannah who was barren, and crying, she poured out her soul to the Lord; 
she was eventually blessed with a son, Samuel.  And, of course, there is Mary, the 
mother of Christ.  She expressed herself with a song, "My soul magnifies the Lord…." 

Your promises, O God, so sure throughout the years, 
Have lived in mothers’ hearts, have bloomed from mothers’ tears. 
So Sarah laughed, and Hannah wept, 
And singing Mary secrets kept, and singing Mary secrets kept. 

 

The third verse broadens the perspective to include the entire family, both mother 
and father; we are also brought to the awareness that parenthood not only brings joy, 
but can also bring sorrow. 

In Your great love, O God, full parenthood is known: 
A father mourns his child, a mother’s strength is shown. 
Let parents’ faithful lives unbind 
Your love that through them we might find Christ’s deeper love for humankind. 

 

(Continued on page 11) 

by Kirsten Peterson, Organist & Choirmaster 

 



 11 

 

The final verse extends the concept of family to the church family.  We love, 
support, and care for each other, which conveniently is related to the lesson we'll 
hear in John's Gospel on Sunday. 

 

May your household of faith one family become, 
That love may be increased and none may be alone; 
That mother’s love and father’s care 
And children’s joy we all may share, and children’s joy we all may share. 

 

Haddix's hymn is paired with a Welsh tune called Rhosymedre, written in the 
19th century by John Edwards, an Anglican priest serving the village of Rhosymedre 
in Wales.  The tune does appear in our 1982 hymnal with the following "Our Father, 
by whose name all fatherhood is known," so we will most likely be singing it for 
Father's Day, too.  (Just a heads up….) 

The tune's popularity was cemented by the English composer Ralph Vaughan 
Williams, who used it as the basis of an organ prelude he composed in 1920.  I've 
played it at St. Paul's in the past, and will no doubt play it again some day in the 
future, though not this Sunday.  
This beautiful setting has been 
adapted for other performing 
mediums, and I invite you now to 
listen to an orchestral version as you 
gaze on idyllic countryside scenes.  
You can use this as an opportunity 
to pray for and remember our own 
mothers, near or far, in heaven or on 
earth. 

 

Peace and blessings, 
 

Kirsten 
 

PS: A side note for you 
Anglophiles: Vaughan Williams' 
"Prelude on the tune Rhosymedre" 
was played at the funerals of Princess 
Diana (Princess of Wales) and most 
recently Prince Philip.  It was also played at the weddings of Princes William and 
Harry.  Most of the pre-service organ music is rarely televised, however. 

(Continued from page 10) 

 

Choir Notes 

Join Us to Celebrate First Communion 

Sunday, May 23rd! 
 

All are invited to celebrate with the students who will receive First 

Communion during the 10:30 am service on Sunday, May 23rd.  

Please come support their hard work and commitment as they take 

this new step in their faith.  You are invited to join the students and 

their families following the service for a reception in their honor.  

We hope to see you there! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kymJPJTUftY
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†  Cornelius the Centurion  

A 
 noncom in the Roman Army was the first official 

convert from a pagan religion to Christianity.  His 

name was Cornelius and he was a centurion.  His 

rank was roughly equivalent to that of a Master Sergeant in a 

modern Army.  Centurions were in charge of a group of 100 

men, also known as a "Century."  It's interesting to note that 

all of the centurions mentioned in the New Testament were 

all compassionate and friendly people.  Jesus said that the 

centurion in Capernaum had more faith than any of the people 

of Israel. 

 Cornelius' duty was especially important because he 

commanded the Century in Caesarea, the Roman 

headquarters of Israel.  He had heard about the teachings of 

Jesus and invited Peter to visit his home.  As a result of the 

apostles' message, Cornelius and his whole family converted. 
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Tuesday 

Nights at 7 pm 

†  Tuesday Night Ladies Bible Study 
 

Attention all ladies!  The study is growing in numbers and enthusiasm. 

They meet weekly on Tuesday nights from 7 to 8 pm and are currently studying the 1st 
Book of Samuel.  Next week, May 11th will be their last week in the books of Samuel, and 
will focus on 2 Samuel chapter 7, God's covenant with David and his prayer response.  

New people are always welcome to join them on Tuesday nights at 7pm.  There is no 
prep work needed, just come and feel welcome. 

All are invited on a drop-in basis when you are available, or come each week!! 

To join the Bible study, click on this link each week (save in your calendar). 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/4245653965?
pwd=VmRkYjVkRDRyK1J0elMwcXFpekNZZz09   

Questions about the study or Zoom?  

Please contact Carol Wheeler, mobile 203 525-0011 or cmeadwheeler@hotmail.com. 

 

 “Watch for us each Friday afternoon 

on Facebook and YouTube for a 

serious, informative look at what’s 

happening at St. Paul’s during the 

week ahead.” 

“Serious?  In-

formative?  

Hey, this is un-

scripted!  Wait 

‘til she sees the 

bloopers!”   

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus02web.zoom.us%2Fj%2F4245653965%3Fpwd%3DVmRkYjVkRDRyK1J0elMwcXFpekNZZz09&data=04%7C01%7C%7C916e1b1badbd492d4c7708d8d7983978%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637496396078850049%7CUnk
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus02web.zoom.us%2Fj%2F4245653965%3Fpwd%3DVmRkYjVkRDRyK1J0elMwcXFpekNZZz09&data=04%7C01%7C%7C916e1b1badbd492d4c7708d8d7983978%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637496396078850049%7CUnk
mailto:cmeadwheeler@hotmail.com
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†  The Holy Land, Walking in Jesus' Footsteps  

†  Caesarea Maritima   
 

I 
n the attractive Mediterranean seaport of Caesarea Maritima, the apostle Peter 
baptized the first recorded gentile convert to Christianity - Cornelius, a centurion in 
the Roman army. 

In our first reading this Sunday we learn how 
when this Italian soldier and his household 
believed in Jesus they received the gift of the Holy 
Spirit and began speaking in tongues.  This event 
astonished the Jewish Christians but validated the 
fact that salvation was for all people (Acts 10). 

Caesarea Maritima (“by the sea”) was the scene 
of other significant events for Christians: 

• It was the headquarters of Pontius Pilate.  
From here the Roman procurator set out for the 
Passover festival in Jerusalem, where he sentenced 
Jesus to death. 

• Here the apostle Paul was imprisoned for two 
years and preached to the last of the Herods, King 
Agrippa II, who said that if he were to listen any 
longer to Paul’s persuasion he might become a 
Christian. 

• The city was the home of Philip the evangelist and his four daughters, who were 
prophetesses.  Paul stayed with them when he returned from his missionary journeys. 

• At Philip’s home, a prophet named Agabus bound Paul’s hands and feet with his belt, 
foretelling how the apostle 
would be handed over to the 
Romans. 
 • After Jerusalem was 
destroyed, Caesarea became 
the center of Christianity in 
Palestine.  A Church council 
held here in AD 195 
determined that Easter should 
be celebrated on a Sunday. 

Founded by Herod the 
Great 

 Caesarea - not to be 
confused with Caesarea 
Philippi in Galilee - was 
founded by Herod the Great 
on the site of an ancient 

(Continued on page 16) Restored amphitheater at Caesarea.  

The harbor of 

Caesarea Maritima. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AoizSL-TEJQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AoizSL-TEJQ
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fortified town.  In 22 BC, with no expense spared, he began building a new city and harbor. 
Massive breakwaters gave safe anchorage to 300 ships, a sewage system was flushed by 

the tide, and a vast 
hippodrome seated more 
than 20,000 people at 
chariot races.  Later an 
amphitheater was built to 
present chariot races, 
gladiatorial combats, 
animal performances and 
theatrical events.  Little 
wonder that Caesarea has 
been dubbed “Vegas on the 
Med.” 

During the Roman 
occupation, clashes 
between Jews and the 
majority Greco-Syrian 
population, who supported 
Rome, were frequent. 

The desecration of 
Caesarea’s synagogue and the massacre of 20,000 Jews - in a single hour, according to the 
historian Josephus - culminated in the First Jewish Revolt, which ended with the AD 70 
destruction of both Jerusalem and the Second Temple. 

Bishop’s Territory Included Jerusalem 
Christianity was accepted early in Caesarea.  By the end of the 2nd century the city had a 

bishop, Theophilus of Caesarea, whose territory included Jerusalem. 
Well-known Christian Fathers who were active in Caesarea included Origen and 

Pamphilius.  The library they built up was second only to that of Alexandria (in the 7th 
century it held 30,000 works). 

Eusebius, who became bishop in 314, was both the first Church historian and the first 
biblical geographer.  Without his book of place names, the Onomasticon, many biblical sites 
would never have been identified. 

Cathedral Was Never Completed 
Today’s visitors can see a restored Roman theatre built to accommodate 4,000 and a 

Roman aqueduct that brought water from the foothills of Mount Carmel. 
 Just inside the theatre is a replica of an 
inscription carved in stone, bearing the name 
of Pontius Pilate. 
 The remains of a Crusader walled city, 
from the 13th century, include a cathedral 
which was never completed because the vaults 
below, from an earlier period, were unable to 
bear the weight. 
 A severe storm in December, 2010 
damaged several archaeological sites, 
including parts of the Crusader city wall and 
the Herodian wall.  A breakwater built in the 
1950s to protect the port was smashed into 
three pieces. 
 In Scripture: 
 Philip arrives in Caesarea: Acts 8:40 
 Agabus prophesies Paul’s death: Acts 21:8
-11 
 Peter visits Cornelius: Acts 10 

God strikes down Herod Agrippa I: Acts 12:21-23 
Paul is imprisoned in Caesarea: Acts 23:23 - 26:32 

(Continued from page 15) Caesarea Maritima  

Hippodrome at Caesarea Maritima   

Roman aqueduct 

https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=487269468
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=487269520
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=487269520
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=487269549
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=487269624
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=487269687
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T his May, we are setting out on our second BACKYARD TOUR.  We did this last 
Fall and had a blast!  We pack a mini-concert experience into our car, drive to a 

town near you, you bring a lawn chair or a blanket and we all have a lovely evening 
together.  Music and connection is always good for the soul, and we are more aware of that 
now than ever.  Hope to see you there! 
 

Important Event Details: 
Arrive @ 7pm // Music @ 7:30pm 
Event is outside, Bathrooms available inside 
BYO - Blanket or lawn chair 
Face masks and social distancing are advised 
Click for tickets and more info. 

Name Tags - Remember wearing name tags?  They’ll be back 
soon.  Please be courteous to fellow parishioners, to newcomers and 
guests by extending a warm welcome to them and by wearing your 
name tag.  And remember to wear them to coffee hour as well. 

†  Happy Mother’s Day 
 

E arly "Mother's Day" in the U.S. was mostly marked by women's 

peace groups.  A common early activity was the meeting of groups 

of mothers whose sons had fought or died on opposite sides of the Civil 

War.  There were several local celebrations in the 1870s and the 1880s, 

but none achieved resonance beyond the local level. 

 In its present form, Mother's Day was established in 1907 by Anna 

Marie Jarvis, following the death of her mother Ann Jarvis two years 

earlier. 

 On May 8, 1914, the U.S. Congress passed a 

law designating the second Sunday in May as Mother's Day 

and President Woodrow Wilson issued a proclamation, 

declaring the first national Mother's Day, as a day for 

American citizens to show the flag in honor of those mothers 

whose sons had died in war. 

Carnations have come to represent Mother's Day, since Anna 

Jarvis delivered 500 of them at its first celebration in 1908.  Many religious 

services held later copied the custom of giving away carnations. 

 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/jess-ray-backyard-tour-fairfield-ct-tickets-149086079477
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/jess-ray-backyard-tour-fairfield-ct-tickets-149086079477
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†  Next Food Collection Drive -  

Wednesday May 19th 
 

O ur Drive Thru Food Collections 
continues to serve those affected 

by the COVID pandemic. 
Our next collection is May 19th from 

11 am - 1 pm.  Recipients of the May 5th 
food drive will be Town of Brookfield Food 
Pantry and the Jericho Partnership.  The 
pantries we provide food to are still in need of our 
donations.  

VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED:  If you have an hour to spare on 
alternate Wednesdays and if you have a truck or large vehicle, please 
contact Pam Szen prszen@gmail.com.  We especially need a second 
vehicle.  

Thank you to all our volunteers and donors.  The pantries we serve are so 
grateful. 

†  Helping Our Neighbors 

 

H ere is an update about St. Paul’s ongoing food-related 
ministries serving our community: 

 Drive Thru Food Collection - this occurs every other Wednesday 
from 11 am - 1 pm.  We have now held 28 food drives since April 22, 
2020.  Last week one truck delivered to the Jericho Food Pantry and 
the other was delivered to Town of Brookfield Food Pantry.  

 Our next food collection will be Wednesday, May 19th and will 
support the Town of Brookfield Food Pantry and the Jericho Food 
Pantry in Danbury. 

 Thank you all for your ongoing generosity and to the many 
volunteers who have helped to load the trucks and deliver food to 

the pantries. 

 Shalom Garden Project - Thank you to the many home 
gardeners who have shared their bounty during our bi-weekly 
food collections.  Spring is just around the corner!  Get your 
seeds ready. 

Make a Meal ~ Make a Difference - Currently, this 
ministry is sponsoring six at risk adults in our region.  Meals are 
being provided by St. John’s in Washington, St. Mark’s in 
Bridgewater and St. Paul’s.  Meal preparers needed.  If you are interested in 
making meals to support this ministry, please contact Pam Szen prszen@gmail.com.  Thank 
you to all who delivered meals for this week - it was really appreciated. 

We have now delivered over 890 meals to our neighbors!  Thank you! 

Thank you all who participate in these food-related ministries:  Volunteers, Donors, 
Cooks, Drivers, Vegetable Gardeners.  We are so very grateful for your support in helping 
our neighbors in need. 

 

Upward in focus.  Outward in Mission. 

 

 

 

 

mailto:prszen@gmail.com
mailto:prszen@gmail.com
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†  Prophets of Old 
Isaiah 

Sunday, May 9th, Byzantine calendar 
Prophet, 8th c. BCE 

 

I 
n the midst of quiet prayer, Isaiah was suddenly wide wake.  He 
saw the glory of God, so dazzling that he feared he would die.  An 
gel cleansed his lips with a burning coal.  He felt no pain.  The 

Isaiah heard himself volunteering to speak for God to the people of Judah.  
(This event is described in the sixth chapter of the Book of Isaiah.) 

Isaiah lived at a time of tremendous national crisis.  After the death of 
King Solomon, Isreal split into two parts.  The northern kingdom was 
sacked by the Assyrians.  Only the southern kingdom, Judah, was left.  
Isaiah feared for Judah and its beloved city of Jerusalem.  He thought that 
if the people refused to follow God, Judah too might be overrun. 

Isaiah was a member of the royal court and a trusted advisor to its 
kings.  He spoke out against the rich and powerful people in Judah who 
were unfaithful to God.  In his 40 years as a counselor, he urged the kings 
of Judah to depend only on God and to avoid alliances with powerful 
pagan nations, such as Assyria and Egypt. 

Isaiah and his disciples after him wrote the Book of Isaiah.  It 
describes a time to come when people will beat their swords into 
plowshares and peace will reign in the world.  This promise has been 
carved on the great wall facing the United Nations headquarters in New 
York.  It still expresses the hope of humankind. 

†  Coffee Gatherings 
 

Coffee hours have started up 
again.  Join us in our meadow after 
each service.  Coffee, donuts, etc. 
is provided on a picnic table.  
Enjoy the fellowship we have so 
longed for. 

 

Memorial Day 

Outreach 

Sunday, May 30th 

The Brookfield  Memorial Day Parade is 

back this year. 

And our front lawn outreach will be in full 

swing.  Check with Patrick O’Connors to see 

how you can get involved.  Food donations 

will be needed and volunteers required for set 

up and during the event.  More information to 

follow. 
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Andrew Wyeth (American, 1917–2009), Airborne, 1996.  Tempera on hardboard panel.  Crystal 

Bridges Museum of American Art, Bentonville, Arkansas.  

†  How Gentle 
 

“For this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments.  And his 
commandments are not burdensome.  For everyone who has been born of God 
overcomes the world.”  - 1 John 5:3-4a 

How gentle God’s commands! 
How kind his precepts are! 
Come, cast your burdens on the Lord 
And trust his constant care. 

Beneath his watchful eye, 
His saints securely dwell; 
That hand which bears all nature up 
Shall guard his children well. 

Why should this anxious load 
Press down your weary mind? 
Haste to your heav’nly Father’s throne 
And sweet refreshment find. 

His goodness stands approved, 
Unchanged from day to day; 
I’ll drop my burden at his feet 
And bear a song away. 

“I  cannot see, my God, a reason why 

From morn to night I go not gladsome, free; 

For, if thou art what my soul thinketh thee, 

There is no burden but should lightly lie, 

No duty but a joy at heart must be: 

Love’s perfect will can be nor sore nor small, 

For God is light - in him no darkness is at all.” 

 - George MacDonald, from A Book of 

Strife in the Form of the Diary of an 

Old Soul  (1880) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0SOntM9fDHk
https://www.gutenberg.org/files/1953/1953-h/1953-h.htm
https://www.gutenberg.org/files/1953/1953-h/1953-h.htm
https://www.gutenberg.org/files/1953/1953-h/1953-h.htm
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         †  Wednesday Services to Resume 
 

 

 

 

 

 

S tarting June 2nd, we will 

offer "Prayer and Praise" 

every Wednesday at 10 am in the 

church.  Lyndon Thomas will lead 

Morning Prayer and our acoustical 

musicians will lead the songs. 

 

†  Mother’s Day Proclamation  

M 
other’s Day has been celebrated on the second Sunday in May since 1908; but an 

earlier celebration, Mother’s Day for Peace, was initiated in 1870 on the second 

Sunday in June by Julia Ward Howe.  

Born in New York City in 1819, Howe was raised as an Episcopalian Calvinist and grew into 

a fervent abolitionist.  She is perhaps best known for writing the words to “The Battle Hymn of 

the Republic,” after meeting President Abraham Lincoln in 1861.  

Following the American Civil War, Howe remained active politically, promoting pacifism 

and women’s suffrage.  In 1870 she wrote “Appeal to Womanhood Throughout the World,” later 

known as the “Mother’s Day Proclamation,” urging women around the world to rise up against 

war.  
“Appeal to Womanhood Throughout the World”  

A 
rise, then, women of this day!  Arise, all women who have hearts,  

Whether our baptism be of water or of tears!  

Say firmly:  

“We will not have great questions decided by irrelevant agencies,  

Our husbands will not come to us, reeking with carnage, for caresses and applause.  

Our sons shall not be taken from us to unlearn  

All that we have been able to teach them of charity, mercy and patience.  

We, the women of one country,  

Will be too tender of those of another country  

To allow our sons to be trained to injure theirs.”  

From the bosom of the devastated Earth a voice goes up with  

Our own.  It says: “Disarm! Disarm!  

The sword of murder is not the balance of justice.”  

Blood does not wipe out dishonor,  

Nor violence indicate possession.  

As men have often forsaken the plough and the anvil at the summons of war,  

Let women now leave all that may be left of home for a great and earnest day of 

counsel.  

Let them meet first, as women, to bewail and commemorate the dead.  

Let them solemnly take counsel with each other as to the means  

Whereby the great human family can live in peace,  

Each bearing after his own time the sacred impress, not of Caesar, But of God.  

In the name of womanhood and humanity, I earnestly ask  

That a general congress of women without limit of nationality  

May be appointed and held at someplace deemed most convenient  

And at the earliest period consistent with its objects,  

To promote the alliance of the different nationalities,  

The amicable settlement of international questions,  

The great and general interests of peace.  
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J 
ulianne Johnsonn celebrates tomorrow.  Kaeden 

O’Connors opens presents on Sunday.  Throw a virtual 

party for Steve Hemming on Tuesday.  Tim Tilford 

blows out the candles on Wednesday.  Have a blessed day 

everyone! 
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†  Follow Us Live 

S treaming live our many worship services and events is nothing new for St. 
Paul’s.   We’ve been doing it for more than six years.  Now during the 

current pandemic it is being discovered by many for the first time.   
One parishioner wrote “It was really meaningful to me and my 
wife as I'm sure was to many others "attending" from home.  I 
hadn't experienced a live-streamed service before and had no idea 
it could still feel like corporate worship even though we are all 
separated.  It's an understatement to say it was very comforting to 
come together during this anxious time.”   
 Most of our services are available on YouTube Live or Facebook 
Live.  Check it out and why not introduce it to your friends who 
may be looking for a church and don’t know what to expect?  The 
services can be watched live or later 
online.  Just click on the YouTube 

button or tab on our website for more info.   

†  Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study 
 

T he Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study is now studying, The Sermon on the Mount, 

via ZOOM weekly on Tuesday mornings from 9:30 am - 11 am. 

 Many people in Jesus' time, and today, ask God the question: "If you're in charge, 

what's the deal?"  With suffering, oppression, war and famine all around, what is God 

doing about it?  This Study will take us through The Sermon on the Mount to find out 

what Jesus had to say on this subject. 

 God still wants to relate to people, though we have messed up the relationship again 

and again.  But now, instead of hurling question-accusations at God, He's causing us to 

ask, "What kind of people does God want?. 

 Workbooks are by Christine Leonard , Cover to cover - The Sermon on the Mount: 

Life within the New Covenant and can be purchased online at www.christianbook.com. 

 Please contact Debbi Pomeroy by email at debbi415@aol.com if you will be 

attending.  Or use the Zoom link on our website. 

 

†  Electronic Giving 

A s a reminder, Saint Paul’s continues to offer the electronic giving option for making 
your regular donations.  Contributions can be debited automatically from your 

checking/savings account or your credit/debit card.  Our electronic giving program offers 
convenience for you and provides much needed donation consistency for our congregation.  
There is no cost to you to use this system.  Also there will be 
no changes if you choose to still use your present method of 
giving.  The system is simple using the following steps 
below. 

Sign on to the church website at 
www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com.  Click on the “Give Now” 
button at the top left of the first page.  Click on the “Create 
Profile” button to create your unique on line profile.  After 
you have created your profile, follow the on line instructions 
to schedule your contribution. 

If you have any questions, please contact Chuck Allen at 

203-775-6633 or treasurer@SaintPaulsBrookfield.com. 

https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.christianbook.com/holy-spirit-understanding-and-experiencing-him/selwyn-hughes/9781853452543/pd/452541?event=ESRCG
mailto:debbi415@aol.com
http://www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com
mailto:treasurer@SaintPaulsBrookfield.com
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†  This Sunday’s Readings 

 

 

 Acts 10:44-48 

I n our New Testament lesson Peter has gone to visit Cornelius, a Gentile 
and Roman centurion, and has proclaimed to him the good news of 

Jesus, that all who believe in Jesus will receive forgiveness of sins.  Even as 
Peter is speaking, the Holy Spirit falls upon the gathered and they extol God 
and speak in tongues, as had happened to Jewish disciples with the arrival of 
the Spirit.  The Jewish believers who had come with Peter are astounded that 
the Spirit has fallen impartially also upon Gentiles, and Peter is persuaded 
that  baptism must be extended to these new believers. 
 Psalm 98 

A song of thanksgiving and praise to the victorious Lord, who has made 
divine righteousness known and shown faithfulness to the people of God. 
 1 John 5:1-6 

In this lesson we hear that belief in Jesus as the Christ, 
together with love of all God’s children, form the heart of the 
Christian faith.  This faith is victorious over the world; that is, 
over godless society.  To love God means to obey God’s 
commandments, and the essence of the commandments is the 
love of all who are of God, who was present in the world not only 
through the water of his baptism but in the blood of his 
crucifixion. 
 John 15:9-17 

In our gospel Jesus speaks of his great love for his disciples and 
calls upon them to show this same love towards each other that 
has come to him from the Father.  Jesus is talking with his disciples shortly 
before his death, when he will be taken away from them.  But this love has 
now formed his 
followers into a 
new community in 
relationship with 
Jesus and the 
Father.  They are 
no longer servants 
but friends. 

†  Sermon Shorts 
 

A biding in the Vine.   To replay all our 

sermons, audio and videos follow 

this link for the Sunday Sermons.  Check out 

our Sermon Archives as well. 

 

John 15:9-17 
So as we look around church on 

any given Sunday, we may see 

people that we know and like, 

know and don't like, or don't know 

at all.  Whatever.  Jesus is 

commanding us to regard each 

other as a friend, so that we might 

bear fruit, fruit that endures. 

  
  

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Easter/BEaster6_RCL.html#FIRST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Easter/BEaster6_RCL.html#PSALM
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Easter/BEaster6_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Easter/BEaster6_RCL.html#GOSPEL
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermons.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/sermon-archives-2018.html
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†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 

 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 
such a privilege.  God gives what is good.  Let us pray that this goodness of God flow 

through us into all the world, as we pray for … 
 
.....Joe Hock, Stu Terrill, Harlan & Shirley Jessup 
and other parishioners convalescing in extended 
care facilities. 
.....St. Mark’s, New Britain; St. Mark’s, New 
Canaan; Christ Church, New Haven. 
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury 
area. 
.....Parish prayer groups; intercessory prayer chains; 
healing prayer groups, and parish and community 
bible studies. 
......Ginny Beck, Clayton Ferry, Gary Stein, 
Barbara Hock, Rose Barrett, Jim Megura, Jay 
Lawrence, Ed Licence, Peter Scalzo, Jr., 
Anthony, Denise, Lee Rybos, Jennifer, Susan, Anja, Katie, Doris, Karen, Beverly Hall, 
Joe Sampson, Clare Lyon, Robert, James, Eve, Roger, Mike, Barbara, Alex, Jan, 
Arlene, Cynthia, Doug Melody and Bill Schrull continued healing. 
.....the people of the Republic of Zimbabwe; the people of Mexico; the bishop, clergy and 
laity of the Diocese of Buhiga in The Anglican Church of Burundi; and our sister and 
brother members of the Ethiopian Catholic Church. 
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of ISIS forces.  Pray also 
for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ. 
.....Michael for protection from mortar attacks in Somalia with the UN peacekeeping 
service. 
.....Town of Brookfield Food Pantry, the recipient of our food basket collections for the 

month of May. 

.....Walnut Hill Community Church, Bethel, a church partner of the Jericho Partnership. 

.....that we may show our love for God by the way we use our time, talent and treasure. 

.....Our Enemies.  

.....Bill Beattie, founder and chairman of the Jericho Partnership, complete healing of 
Multiple Myeloma. 
....that through us we may show your loving Spirit to a world in need of comfort. 

†  This & That & Links 
(Click on pictures or red links for more info) 

 

Links We Like 
 

Things That Make You Think 
 

Back Issues of Sword Points 

 

 

 If the Books of the 

Bible were people, how 

would that look? . 

 
 

 

Johnny cash reading 

nt 

http://www.stmarksnewbritain.org/default.asp
https://www.stmarksnewcanaan.org/
http://www.christchurchnh.org/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zimbabwe
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mexico
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ethiopian_Catholic_Church
https://www.brookfieldct.gov/social-services/pages/brookfield-food-pantry
https://walnuthillcc.org/
https://www.missionstclare.com/english/prayers/6.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/links.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/things-that-make-you-think.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/weekly-qsword-pointsq.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/contact-us.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=47UnbkEQke8&t=245s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=47UnbkEQke8&t=245s
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Just For the Joy of It! 
(And Christian Fellowship) 

 

Random Fact of the Week! 
 

Did you know ... that that the original Flying 
Fathers ice hockey team consisted of player priests 
with a horse as a backup goaltender?  

†  It Takes An Editorial Board 
Contributors to 
Sword Points: 

 

C huck Allen, Dan Bacon, Barbara 
DeAnzeris, Steve Hemming, Tim 

Huber, Patrick 
O’Connors, Mary 
Perry, Kirsten 
Peterson, Debbi 
Pomeroy, Joe 
Shepley, Tara 
Shepley, George 
Stowell, Ron 
Switzer, Pam Szen, 
David Szen, Carol 
Wheeler, Don 
Winkley, Gail 
Winkley, David 
Williams. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flying_Fathers
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flying_Fathers
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
https://instagram.com/stpaulsb/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/

