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Sword Points 
Transforming 

Lives Through 

Jesus Christ 

Give thanks in all circumstances. 
 

1 Thessalonians 5:18  

 

Dear Friends, 

Each time we gather around the altar, we enter what is known liturgically as "The Great 

Thanksgiving," where we give thanks for all that God has given us, most notably Jesus, 

who calls us to always give thanks in memory of his sacrifice for us. God has held 

nothing back from us, and so we joyfully offer ourselves back to God in gratitude, 

praise and generosity toward others. 

Tomorrow, we will offer The Great Thanksgiving at 10 am, and in place of a sermon, you 

as the congregation will be given the opportunity to share what you are thankful for in 

your lives. We will also have a blessings tree, where your words of thanks sent in ahead 

of time will be shared. 

Please join us, either in 

person, or online, and 

may you and your loved 

ones be filled with peace, 

blessing and gratitude.  

Faithfully, 

 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com
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 †  God Is Faithfull  

 

“God Is Faithful…”  
 

1 Corinthians 1:9 (ESV) 
by John Tuthill 

 

L 
ooking ahead, the reading assigned from 1 Corinthians 1:3-9 for this Sunday 
seems to mention Jesus in every single verse.  Actually, it more than only seems 
that way - Jesus IS in every single verse.  Nine times.  Nine times in each of the 

first nine verses of the opening of Paul's letter.  (We will pick it up at verse three).  Maybe 
Paul is trying to point everyone to something...?  Yes, there is a bit of a strong emphasis on 
the Man, our Lord, Jesus Christ.  In the last we'll be hearing it says this: "God is faithful; by 
Him you were called into the fellowship of His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord."  Even the most 
faithful people are not quite always faithful.  True believers and "faithful" Christ-followers 
are also not always or completely faithful.  But, God is 100% faithful, because that is simply 
Who God is - simply completely faithful.  What are a few ways that people can gain a 
growing trust in God's perfect and complete faithfulness? 

Getting to know someone is important for allowing 
trust to become possible - you might not hand your wallet 
over for safe-keeping to a person you don't know.  Before 
knowing God personally through Jesus, it can be likewise 
just as hard to trust His faithfulness with everything in life.  
Regular reading of God's word in the Bible is one 
available way to get to know the character of God's 
faithfulness.  God never ceases acting like God throughout 

Scripture, He is constant and 
a solidly fixed point - a bit 
like the North Star among all 
of the other moving 
constellations.  God is 
faithful in the sense that He 
never stops being holy, or 
good, which can be learned by reading about Him.  Another 
way of getting to know and to trust in God's fixed faithfulness 
is a look back at life.  God has always been there, even when 
we had seen how in the depth of the most challenging times - 
but, in hindsight?  It is worth reflecting on.  God instructed the 

People of Israel to "Remember" the times he had pulled them through - and we can 
remember in the same way.  Lastly (although 
this is not an exhaustive list) learning to better 
trust God's faithfulness can come from hearing 
His voice.  Jesus said "My sheep hear my voice 
and I know them and they follow Me" (John 
10:27).  Jesus speaks mostly via the Bible, but, 
also at times through what is happening, and, 
sometimes by what certain people say.  Trust in 
God's perfect and promised faithfulness can be 
cultivated and grown.  And, this is vitally 
important as well as what Christians are drawn 
toward because, as Hebrews 11:6 says, without 
faith it is impossible to please God.  Our trust in 
God's faithfulness is pleasing to God. 

"Therefore...Let us fix our eyes on JESUS, 
the Pioneer and the Perfecter (or the 
"Finisher" in some translations) of our faith."  

- Hebrews 12:2 (Berean Study Bible) 
     Thanks be to God! 
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 Concomitance [ /kənˈkämədəns/ ] 

Concomitance (noun) … Concomitance Eucharistic is a doctrine that affirms the 
simultaneous presence of Christ's body and blood in each of the eucharistic elements.  It 
contradicts a narrow identification assurance of the fullness of the sacrament.  The term is 
from the Latin, "to accompany."  

†  This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

Thu, Nov 26 -10:00 am - Thanksgiving Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 
Sat, Nov 28 - 7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford 
  10:00 am - PraiseMoves  (Zoom) 

Sun, Nov 29    
 - 8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 
  9:30 am - Sunday School 
  9:30 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 
  11:00 am - Contemporary Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 
Mon, Nov 30    
 - 7:00 pm - Men’s Bible Study  (Zoom) 
Tue, Dec   1 - 8:00 am - PraiseKicks  (Zoom) 
  9:30 am - Ladies Bible Study (Zoom) 
  7:00 pm - Tuesday Night Ladies Bible Study  (Zoom) 
  7:15 pm - Boy Scout Troop #5, Meadow 
Wed, Dec   2 -10:00 am - Online Healing Prayer Service  (Zoom) 
  11 - 2 pm - Drive-Thru Food Collection 
Sat, Dec   5 - 7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford 
  10:30 am - PraiseMoves  (Zoom) 
Sun, Dec   6    
 - 8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 
  9:30 am - Sunday School 
  9:30 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 
  11:00 am - Contemporary Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 

†  Ih-pis-kuh-puh l  Dik-shuh-ner-ee   

(Episcopal Dictionary) 

 W e are now in Phase 2.1 of Governor Lamont’s reopening guidelines, and we are 

allowed attendance up to 50% of our capacity, still subject to mask wearing and 

maintaining social distancing.  The only change in Phase 2.1 is the maximum cap dropped 

from 200 to 100.    Please Note: Closed pews and closed portions of pews are different than 

during the summer months.  We request that everyone coming to church please wait to be 

seated by an usher and to refrain from socializing.  Please keep your distance from others. 

https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=452783070
https://zoom.us/j/234461676
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://zoom.us/j/93571720162?pwd=V0JTejJWT2pMSlY2K2xJdWYvazlrZz09
https://zoom.us/j/94505949743?pwd=NS92c052VjRsejArcHZaZzBLMEVjQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88601565762?pwd=aXRtWXNpS21KL0NCandrOHc0OUlydz09
https://zoom.us/j/93119181457?pwd=Q3hrVXNLUEJoeTF2TGVGQkJTeGlGUT09
https://zoom.us/j/91749461744?pwd=VWlJbDd0NVlvZGhLVGpPZ1pucjBiUT09
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=452783070
https://zoom.us/j/234461676?pwd=WlV0RjdrbjMxMWRRMXpuSlp5Nm56dz09
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
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Our doors will be open this Sunday for indoor services 

at 8:00 am, 9:30 am, and 11:00 am for Holy Communion! 

Please Note our new service times! 

Welcome 
 

If you plan on joining us in 

person on Sunday, please 

review our safety protocols 

ahead of time.  You can read 

them by clicking HERE..  
 

 Thank you for wearing your 
mask properly, covering your 
mouth & nose at all times. 

 Thank you for following the 
ushers directions. 

 Thank you for being respectful 
of others needs, spaces and 
beliefs as we all deal with the 
Connecticut Covid-19 Phase 2.1 
Guidelines. 

 

https://saintpaulsbrookfield.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=61c3c0e1c85361da820ab8127&id=90a75e6aee&e=14cdd37596
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†  Transforming Saints of God 
 

Monday, November 30th 
 

Saint Andrew the Apostle 
 

M 
ost references to Andrew in the New Testament simply include 
him on a list of the Twelve Apostles, or group him with his 
brother, Simon Peter.  But he appears acting as an individual 

three times in the Gospel of John.  When a number of Greeks (perhaps simply 
Greek-speaking Jews) wish to speak with Jesus, they approach Philip, who 
tells Andrew, and the two of them tell Jesus (Jn 12:20-22).  (It may be 
relevant here that both "Philip" and "Andrew" are Greek names.)  Before 
Jesus feeds the Five Thousand, it is Andrew who says, "Here is a lad with five 
barley loaves and two fish" (Jn 6:8f).  And the first two disciples whom John 
reports as attaching themselves to Jesus (Jn 1:35-42) are Andrew and another 
disciple (whom John does not name, but who is commonly supposed to be 
John himself -- John never mentions himself by name, a widespread literary 
convention).  Having met Jesus, Andrew then finds his brother Simon and 
brings him to Jesus.  Thus, on each occasion when he is mentioned as an 
individual, it is because he is instrumental in bringing others to meet the 
Savior.  In the Episcopal Church, the Brotherhood of Saint Andrew is devoted 
to encouraging personal evangelism, and the bringing of one's friends and 
colleagues to a knowledge of the Gospel of Christ. 

Just as Andrew was the first of the Apostles, so his feast is taken to be the 
beginning of the Church Year.  The First Sunday of Advent is defined to be the Sunday on 
or nearest his feast. 

Several centuries after the death of Andrew, some of his relics were brought by a 
missionary named Rule to Scotland, to a place then known as Fife, but now known as St. 

Andrew's, and best known as the site of a world-famous golf 
course and club.  For this reason, Andrew is the patron of 
Scotland. 
 When the Emperor Constantine established the city of 
Byzantium, or Constantinople, as the new capital of the Roman 
Empire, replacing Rome, the bishop of Byzantium became very 
prominent.  Five sees (bishoprics) came to be known as 
patriarchates: Rome, Alexandria, Antioch, Jerusalem, and 
Byzantium.  Now, the congregation at Rome claimed the two 
most famous apostles, Peter and Paul, as founders.  Antioch 
could also claim both Peter and Paul, on the explicit testimony 
of Scripture, and of course Jerusalem had all the apostles.  
Alexandria claimed that Mark, who had been Peter's 
"interpreter" and assistant, and had written down the Gospel of 
Mark on the basis of what he had heard from Peter, had after 
Peter's death gone to Alexandria and founded the church there.  
Byzantium was scorned by the other patriarchates as a new-
comer, a church with the political prestige of being located at 
the capital of the Empire, but with no apostles in its history.  
Byzantium responded with the claim that its founder and first 
bishop had been Andrew the brother of Peter.  They pointed out 
that Andrew had been the first of all the apostles to follow Jesus 
(John 1:40-41), and that he had brought his brother to Jesus.  
Andrew was thus, in the words of John Chrysostom, "the Peter 
before Peter."  As Russia was Christianized by missionaries 
from Byzantium, Andrew became the patron not only of 
Byzantium but also of Russia. 
It is said that Andrew was crucified on a Cross Saltire -- an 'X' -
shaped cross.  His symbol is a Cross Saltire, white on a blue 
background.  This is accordingly the national flag of Scotland. 

written by James Kiefer 



6  

 
†  The Heavens Opened 

 

Isaiah 64:1-9  •  Psalm 80:1-7, 16-18  •  1 Corinthians 1:3-9  •  Mark 13:24-37 
 

T 
he church year begins not with personal resolutions to do 
better but with a desperate cry for help.  “O that you would 
tear open the heavens and come down, so that the 

mountains would quake at your presence - as when fire kindles 
brushwood and the fire causes water to boil” (Isa. 64:1-2).  God is the 
fire that sets the bush ablaze, though without consuming it.  God is a 
rolling boil that makes the water pure, which, I imagine, when cooled, 
becomes a new font of everlasting life.  God is a living flame of love 
(John of the Cross) before whose brightness and holiness humans 
appear “unclean” and their “righteousness as a filthy cloth.  We all 
fade like a leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away” (Isa. 
64:6).  Is this hard to hear?  Yet, immediate recognition is impossible to ignore.  We all fade 
like a leaf; the wind takes us away.  Whatever virtues we have, for which we should be 
grateful and diligent in cultivating, are rooted not in natural goodness but the grace of God 
flashing from an open heaven. 

Jesus tells a story about divine intervention.  “But in those days, after that suffering, 
the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light, and the stars 

will be falling from heaven, and the powers in the heavens will be 
shaken.  Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in clouds’ with 

great power and glory.  Then he will send out the angels, and 
gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to 

the ends of heaven” (Mark 13:24-27).  Having earlier predicted the destruction of 
Jerusalem and the sacrilege of its temple, an event which occurred in 70 A.D., 
Jesus went on to speak in cosmological images of a darkened sun and moon and 
falling stars.  Speaking this way, Jesus was drawing upon well-known literature 
and stock images that announced the day of the Lord’s intervention.  Indeed, 
Jesus said, “he is near, at the very gate” (Mark 13:29).  The moment of God is 
near and now.  The kingdom of God is at hand. 
In a time of relative personal security and social stability, these foreboding signs 

may seem strange.  In truth, however, a crisis of one kind or 
another is never far away, or at least the threat of it, and 

even times of happiness and comfort are haunted by an 
awareness that exist in in the time of our mortal flesh.  
Nothing mortal will last.  Our only help is in the name 
of the Lord who made the heavens and the earth.  “O 
God, make speed to save us.  O Lord, make haste to 

help us” (Evening Prayer). 
We are called, then, to be alert to the arrival of God 

from moment to moment.  Jesus says, “Keep alert” and 
“keep awake” (Mark 13:32, 35).  God has come in the 

creation of all things and their preservation through time.  
God has come in the calling of a people, in their journey to 

freedom and responsibility under the law and as a nation.  In the 
fullness of time, God has sent his Son to redeem us from sin and death.  

And now, in this very moment, God sends the Spirit into us to make us sons and daughters 
of God. 

In Christ, we are being enriched with speech and knowledge of every kind; we are being 
strengthened in our testimony to Jesus Christ.  We have so much, and yet we have not 
arrived.  “We wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ” (I Cor. 1:7).  Wait!  And let 
fire make you a living flame of love. 
 
Look It Up: 
Read  Revelation 3:8  
 

Think About It 
Heaven is an open door.  Come, Lord Jesus!.         - from The Living Church, 2020 

https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Advent/BAdv1_RCL.html#ot1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Advent/BAdv1_RCL.html#ps1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Advent/BAdv1_RCL.html#nt1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Advent/BAdv1_RCL.html#gsp1
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=473274630
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† Advent 
 

A dvent (from the Latin word adventus meaning "coming") is a time of expectant 
waiting and preparation for the celebration of the Nativity of Jesus at Christmas  

Although we consider this the first season of the Christian year, the celebration of 
Advent and 
Christmas were not 
the first Christian 
seasons to be 
celebrated.  Easter 
was the only 
seasonal celebration 
that was specifically 
Christian for the 
early church.  Since 
they were expecting 
the immediate return 
of Christ, then 
centered on the 
resurrection 
celebration.  Then 
they began to celebrate the coming of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost, which had its roots as a 
celebration of their Jewish heritage. 

Advent and Christmas help people to see Jesus as not only a divine being, 
but a human person who had the same kind of experiences we have.  At 
Christmas we celebrate the birth of a baby to a loving but unknown 
family, among common animals, and in an inconspicuous 
village.  His birth revealed God as a loving God 
concerned about the poor and the rich alike, not as a 
distant untouchable figure of kingly nature. 

In the fourth century, Advent was a period 
of penance and of preparation for baptisms that 
took place in Epiphany (January 6).  In the 
sixth century, Advent was moved to the four 
weeks before Christmas Day and a special liturgy 
was added.  In the ninth and tenth centuries, 
Advent’s meaning was broadened to include the 
expectation of the second coming of Christ. 

Purple is the most often used color for Advent.  When we use purple during both 
Advent and Lent we not 
only declare the coming 
of Christ as our king at 
Advent but we also 
connect this season of 
anticipation with Lent 
and Holy Week, the time 
we remember Christ’s 
suffering for us. 
 The use of 
evergreens and holly 
symbolizes the 
continuing life and hope 
that Christ’s birth 
brings, even into a world 
that seems cold and 
harsh.  Red represents 
Christ’s blood shed for 
us. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Coming
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nativity_of_Jesus
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christmas
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Click on the book 

cover to the right for 

a link to purchase a 

copy. 

†  New Title from Jay Trott  
The Great Reduction: Solomon Seeks the Key to Peace  

 

W 
hat is the secret to happiness? 

King Solomon was one of the greatest super 
achievers of all time and fabulously wealthy. He 

also had a reputation as the wisest man in the world.  But at the 
end of his life he was so unhappy that he felt moved to cry out 
“all is vanity” and wish he had never been born.  In Ecclesiastes, 
Solomon brilliantly diagnoses the causes of our continuing 
unhappiness and boils down the secret of peace and contentment 
to a few essential ingredients.  The Great Reduction explains why 
his prescription for peace is just as relevant today as the day it 

was written.  It also uses his diagnosis to shed light on a 
happiness that goes far beyond anything Solomon could have 
imagined.  

Jay Trott , a parishioner of St. Paul’s, is a medical writer and the author of ten books, 
including The Most Soulful Book, At Smith’s House, and Essays at the End of the Age.  
His novels include The Man Who Loved Too Much, The Visitor, and Trish’s Secret.  He 
has a master’s degree from Columbia University and a lifelong love of English literature 
as well as the Bible.  He is also a composer of choral music.  He lives with his beloved 
wife Beth in Sherman, Connecticut, and they have four children and three grandchildren. 

We are holding our annual Coat Drive to benefit the various agencies in 

Danbury supported by the Jericho Partnership.  “Take a Hanger” from 

the rack we’ll have at the back of the church this weekend.  Check your 

closets for those unused coats.  And “Fill a Hanger.”  Bring it back to 

St. Paul’s and we’ll get that coat on the back of someone who needs it. 

Take a Hanger 

Fill a Hanger 

A s we begin a new church 
year, Jesus reminds us 

that we are the ones whom 
God has left in charge; we are 
the stewards; and we are told 
to stay alert, carrying out the 
tasks entrusted to us. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CEtsHWFE6-w
https://wipfandstock.com/the-great-reduction.html
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†  Forgiven and Forgotten 
 

"If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins 
and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness." 

 1 John 1:9 
by Steve Hemming 

 

M 
y friend Joe once said, “If you forget, you won’t remember.”  While this may 
seem obvious, and even redundant, the phrase can be used as a means to 
understand how God treats our sins, after we’ve confessed them. 

When we come to God, and acknowledge and confess our sins to Him, He will forgive 
us.1  As the Lord explains, “I will cleanse them from all the iniquity they have committed 
against Me, and will forgive all their sins of rebellion against Me.”2 

God in His mercy towards us will remove the stain of our sin.  Though our sins are like 
scarlet red, He will make them as white as snow.3  And the Bible tells in Psalm 103:12, “As 
far as the east is from the west, so far has He removed our transgressions from us.”  The 
Passion Translation describes the distance the Lord separates us from our sins as being 
“farther than from a sunrise to a sunset.” 

It is also written that God will cast all our sins into the depths of the sea.4  Although not 
actually in the Bible, the deep waters where He tosses our iniquities has been often referred 
to by believers as the “sea of forgetfulness.”  Whether or not the place has a name or 
specific location, it’s safe to say the Lord has no intention whatsoever of retrieving any of 
our sins from the bottom of the sea, and reminding us of our transgressions. 

No matter how God chooses to dispose of our iniquities, the bottom line is this; once He 
forgives us, He will forget our sins.  For the Lord Himself, says so; “I, even I, am He who 
blots out your transgressions for My own sake; and I will not remember your sins.”5 

If God no longer remembers our confessed sins, then we should follow suit and forgive 
ourselves, and forget whatever we’ve done against Him. 

 

“For I will forgive their iniquities and will remember their sins no more.” 
Hebrews 8:12  

 

  1 Psalm 32:5  
  2 Jeremiah 33:8  

  3 Isaiah 1:18  
  4 Micah 7:19  

  5 Isaiah 43:25  
 

https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=473277463
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=473277494
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=473277525
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=473277550
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=473277582
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Greetings! 
 

Advent begins on Sunday signaling the start of a new liturgical year, and, as 
become a tradition at St. Paul's, we will begin worship with the outstanding hymn 
(and one of Father Joe's favorites) "Lo! He Comes With Clouds Descending."  The 
hymn is full of many biblical quotations and references, including this passage from 
Revelation that reads: "Look!  He is coming with clouds; every eye will see him, even 
those who pierced him; and on his account all the tribes of the earth will wail…"  The 
end times and the beginning are again overlapping for us, in fact there are a few 
hymns that we'll be singing Sunday that we sang a few weeks ago, hymns with many 
references to Christ's second coming. 

Taking up the theme of Christ's glorious return, we are reminded in the Gospel 
reading from Mark: "keep awake—for you do not know when the master of the house 
will come"  When he does come, he does not come alone, but with a whole 
contingent of saints: 

Lo! he comes with clouds 
descending, once for our salvation 
slain; thousand thousand saints 
attending swell the triumph of his 
train: Alleluia, Christ the Lord 
returns to reign. 

 

The hymn reminds us that the 
return of Christ will not be like his 
first appearing, quietly and humbly 
at a manger, but with power and 
judgment. 

Every eye shall now behold 
him, robed in dreadful majesty; 
those who set at nought and sold 
him, pierced and nailed him to 
the tree, deeply wailing, shall the 
true Messiah see. 

 

We will be reminded, that when 
he returns in glory the scars that he 
received for our salvation will be 
positively glowing: 

Those dear tokens of his passion still his dazzling body bears, cause of endless 
exultation to his ransomed worshipers; with what rapture gaze we on those glorious 
scars! 

 

(Continued on page 11) 

by Kirsten Peterson, Organist & Choirmaster 
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The last verse tells overlaps nicely with our readings for last Sunday, the feast of 
Christ the King, when he will reign in glory: 

Yes, amen! let all adore thee, high on thine eternal throne; Savior, take the power 
and glory; claim the kingdom for thine own: Alleluia, thou shalt reign and thou alone. 

 

I'll admit that with all the references to Christ's return, I've been curious why this 
is such an important Advent hymn.  I mean, Advent is a period of waiting and 
anticipation of Christ's birth, his first coming.  But after thinking about these words, 
I realized this hymn is important in fueling our anticipation…because if we don't 
know or understand Christ's majesty to begin with, then why are we waiting for him 
to come?  This is a big deal!  And the imagery is powerful, thanks to Charles Wesley 
(actual a reworking of a hymn by John Cennick).  

In general, the imagery of many of the Advent hymns are amazing, and I'm so glad 
that we have four weeks to sing them!  They are some of the best hymns in the 
hymnal. 

Speaking of advent hymns…I don't often write about the organ music, but this 
week I wanted to make special mention of the postlude for this Sunday, "Savior of 
the Nations Come" by Johann Sebastian Bach and based on an Advent hymn by 
Martin Luther (No. 54 in our hymnal, if you're curious—same tune that Bach uses).  I 
play this frequently for the first Sunday in Advent, and I often get comments about 
how gloomy it sounds, but I don't find that at all!  The apparent gloominess comes 
from the fact that it is in a minor key, and I'll admit that it is a little sullen compared 
to the more bubbly, up-tempo postludes that are typically expected.  But while we 
might hear darkness and dreariness on the surface, Bach is using a kind of symbolic 
musical language where certain musical ideas and rhythms are meant to represent 
extra-musical ideas, from the solidness of the bass line (or pedal part) which is 
representative of Christ's majesty, to the busy little musical ideas that seem to obscure 
the main melody; they represent faith.  There's a lot going on!  And when I hear it, I 
don't hear sadness, but I hear anticipation and hope…the hope of the promise that is 
to come.  But if you do find it gloomy, it only lasts about 90 seconds. :-) 

That's your video for today…"Nun komm, der Heiden Heiland" or "Savior of the 
Nations Come" a chorale prelude (or organ piece based on a hymn tune), by J. S. 
Bach. 

Savior of the 
nations come!  
Virgin's Son, make 
here your home.  
Marvel now, both 
heaven and earth, 
that the Lord chose 
such a birth. 

 

May we all have a 
blessed Advent. 

 
Peace and blessings, 
Kirsten 

(Continued from page 10) Choir Notes 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5ajXLu4Judg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5ajXLu4Judg
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†  Next Food Collection Drive -  

Wednesday December 2nd 
 

O ur Drive Thru Food Collections 
continues to serve those affected 

by the COVID pandemic. 
Our next collection is December 2nd 

from 11 am - 1 pm.  Recipients of the 
December 2nd food drive will be the 
Newtown F.A.I.T.H. Food Pantry and the 
Jericho Partnership.  The pantries we provide food 
to are still in need of our donations.  

VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED:  If you have an hour to spare on 
alternate Wednesdays and if you have a truck or large vehicle, please 
contact Pam Szen prszen@gmail.com.  We especially need a second 
vehicle.  

Thank you to all our volunteers and donors.  The pantries we serve are so 
grateful. 

†  Helping Our Neighbors 

 

H ere is an update about St. Paul’s ongoing food-related ministries serving our 
community: 

 Drive Thru Food Collection - this occurs every other Wednesday 
from 11 am - 1 pm.  We have now held 16 food drives since April 22.  
Last week one truck delivered to the Jericho Food Pantry and the other 
was delivered to Brookfield Social Services.  

 Our next food collection will be Wednesday, December 2nd and 
will support the F.A.I.T.H. Food Pantry, Newtown and the Jericho Food 
Pantry in Danbury.  If you would like to make a financial donation to 
BSS, please make your check payable to Brookfield Social Services and 
indicate “Food Pantry.” 

 Thank you all for your ongoing generosity and to the many 
volunteers who have helped to load the trucks and deliver food to the 
pantries. 

 Shalom Garden Project - Thank you to the many home gardeners 
who have shared their bounty during our bi-weekly food collections.  
See you next spring! 

Make a Meal ~ Make a Difference - Currently, this ministry is 
sponsoring six at risk adults in our region.  Meals are being provided by 
St. John’s in Washington, St. Mark’s in Bridgewater and St. Paul’s.  
Meal preparers needed.  If you are interested in making meals to 
support this ministry, please contact Pam Szen prszen@gmail.com.  
Thank you to all who delivered meals for this week - it was really 
appreciated. 

We have now delivered over 500 meals to our neighbors!  Thank 
you! 

Thank you all who participate in these food-related ministries:  
Volunteers, Donors, Cooks, Drivers, Vegetable Gardeners.  We are so 
very grateful for your support in helping our neighbors in need. 

 

 

mailto:prszen@gmail.com
mailto:prszen@gmail.com
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†  New Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study in January 
 

The Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study will be studying, The Holy Spirit, via 

ZOOM weekly on Tuesday mornings from 9:30 am - 11am, beginning January 5th. 

This insightful study will lead to an empowering discovery of how your 

Christian walk can be transformed by the Holy Spirit - a divine Person, not simply 

an influence or power.  He is part of the Godhead and we need to understand and 

depend on the Spirit just as Jesus did.  Here you will find the keys steps to take in 

order to experience ore of the power and presence of the Holy Spirit in you life. 

Workbooks are by Selwyn Hughes with Ian Sewter, Cover to cover - The 

Holy Spirit: Understanding and Experiencing Him and can be purchased 

purchased online at www.christianbook.com. 

Please contact Debbi Pomeroy by email at debbi415@aol.com if you will be 

attending. 

Zoom Link: Click HERE 

†  Transforming Stewardship 
 

“Take heed, watch and pray; for you do not know when the time will come.”   
         - Mark 13:33 

 

W e all take things for granted.  In particular, we take time 
for granted.  Our lives are so busy, many of us are 

planning our time - our days, weeks, months, even years in 
advance.  Remember, our time on earth is a gift.  None of us 
knows how long we will be here.  Start today and begin 
thanking God for each and every day.  Take time in silence, 
every day, and listen to what God is saying to you. 

https://www.christianbook.com/holy-spirit-understanding-and-experiencing-him/selwyn-hughes/9781853452543/pd/452541?event=ESRCG
mailto:debbi415@aol.com
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88625535022?pwd=QTlCV1Q0aXRSMWpDQS82djNNK2Zjdz09
https://forms.gle/NuyjhB5dPCaa96Sg9
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https://us.commitchange.com/nonprofits/3800/donate?offsite=t&custom_amounts=10,25,50,100,250,500,1000&origin=http://jerichopartnership.org/&multiple_designations=Keep%20kids%20whole
https://www.facebook.com/jerichopartnership/
https://www.instagram.com/jerichopartnership/
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Tuesday 

Nights at 7 pm 

†  Tuesday Night Ladies Bible Study 
 

Attention all ladies!  Our study is growing in numbers and enthusiasm. 

Tuesday Night Ladies Bible Study continues on Tuesday nights on Zoom from 7-8 pm.  
Next week, December 1st at 7pm we will be discussing Isaiah chapter 554. 

All are invited on a drop-in basis when you are available, or come each week!! 

To join the Bible study, click on this link each week (save in your calendar). 

https://zoom.us/j/93119181457?pwd=Q3hrVXNLUEJoeTF2TGVGQkJTeGlGUT09  

Questions about the study or Zoom?  

Please contact Carol Wheeler, mobile 203 525-0011 or cmeadwheeler@hotmail.com. 

https://vimeo.com/459002727
https://zoom.us/j/93119181457?pwd=Q3hrVXNLUEJoeTF2TGVGQkJTeGlGUT09
mailto:cmeadwheeler@hotmail.com
https://vimeo.com/459002727
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†  Saints of God 
 

Wednesday, November 25th 

James Otis Sargent Huntington 
Priest and Monk, 1935 

 

In the Rule for the Order of the Holy Cross, James Huntington wrote: “Holiness is the 
brightness of divine love, and love is never idle; it must accomplish great things.”  
Commitment to active ministry rooted in the spiritual life was the guiding principle for the 
founder of the first permanent Episcopal monastic community for men in the United States. 

James Otis Sargent Huntington was born in Boston in 1854.  After graduation from 
Harvard, he studied theology at St. Andrew’s Divinity School in Syracuse, New York, and 
was ordained deacon and priest by his father, the first Bishop of Central New York.  In 1880 
and 1881, he ministered in a working-class congregation at Calvary Mission, Syracuse. 

While attending a retreat at St. Clement’s Church, Philadelphia, Huntington received a 
call to the religious life.  He considered joining the Society of St. John the Evangelist, which 
had by that time established a province in the United States, but he resolved to found an 
indigenous American community. 

Huntington and two other priests began their common life at Holy Cross Mission on 
New York’s Lower East Side, ministering with the Sisters of St. John Baptist among poor 
immigrants.  The taxing daily regimen of Eucharist, prayer, and long hours of pastoral work 
soon forced one priest to leave for reason of health.  The other dropped out for lack of a 
vocation.  Huntington went on 
alone; and on November 25, 1884, 
his life vow was received by Bishop 
Potter of New York. 

As Huntington continued his 
work among the immigrants, with 
emphasis on helping young people, 
he became increasingly committed 
to the social witness of the Church.  
His early involvements in the single
-tax movement and the labor union 
movement were instrumental in the 
eventual commitment of The 
Episcopal Church to social 
ministries. 

The Order attracted vocations, 
and, as it grew in the ensuing years, 
the community moved, first to Maryland, and, in 1902, to West Park, New York, where it 
established the monastery which is its mother house.  Huntington served as Superior on 
several occasions, continuing his energetic round of preaching, teaching, and spiritual 
counsel until his death on June 28, 1935. 

“Y et, O Lord, you 
are our father; 

we are the clay and you are 
the potter.”  God wants to 
shape us to be the kinds of 
vessels that reflect his 
unlimited giving and grace.  
He offers Himself as the 
model par excellence.  He 
has given so much to each 
of us.  Do we do our best 
to reflect his generosity by 
our own giving? 
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†  The Holy Land, Walking in Jesus' Footsteps  

†  Are the Sites Authentic?  Part 2  
 

T 
he yearning to walk in holy places and touch ancient 
stones must be familiar to every pilgrim.  While we can 
pray and meditate anywhere, the sense of God’s presence 

is stronger in a place that is hallowed by centuries of devotion to the 
memory of a holy event. 

The spiritual - even emotional - experience enriches our prayer 
life and brings Bible readings alive with a new appreciation. 

But many of the sacred sites in the Holy Land no longer exist in 
their original form.  Structures have been erected, levelled by 
invading armies, rebuilt and destroyed again . . . and again. 

In part 1 of our article we looked at tradition before the New 
Testament, the accuracy  of oral history and Pagan shrines as 
markers. 

Evidence of Archaeology 
Now let’s look at hard evidence.  Early archaeological work in 

the Holy Land was done in the 19th century by theologians seeking 
to identify biblical sites.  It is said they worked “with a Bible in one 
hand and a trowel in the other.” 

By the end of the 20th century, professional archaeologists had 
unearthed evidence confirming the location of more than half of the 
approximately 475 place names mentioned in the Bible. 

Most of the New Testament pilgrimage sites have been excavated by archaeologists from 
the Studium Biblicum Franciscanum in Jerusalem, an academic center associated with the 
Franciscan Custody of the Holy Land. 

Drawing on this research, Alviero Niccacci, a professor at the center, has given this list 
of the main sites according to their authenticity: 

• Sites mentioned by all the Gospels and supported by archaeology, ancient literary 
sources and early pilgrims’ accounts: Nazareth, Capernaum, Bethlehem, the Holy Sepulchre 
and Calvary. 

• Sites with similar historical support, except that they are mentioned only in the 
Gospel of John or the tradition of the Jewish-Christian communities of Jerusalem: 
Jacob’s Well (at Shechem, present-day Salim), the Tomb of Lazarus at Bethany, the 
Grotto of Gethsemane, the Tomb of Mary and the Last Supper Room (Cenacle). 

• Sites which have not been verified earlier than the Byzantine period 
(beginning around AD 330): Ein Karem, Cana, and the places of the Agony at 
Gethsemane, the Ascension, the Beatitudes, and the Primacy of Peter and 
Multiplication of Loaves (both commemorated at Tabgha). 

Is ‘the exact spot’ necessary? 
The inability to authenticate some of the important sites of the New Testament 

invites the question: Does it matter? 

(Continued on page 18) 

2021 Holy Land 

Trip 

Our next trip to 

the Holy Land is in 

April-May of 2021!  

We leave on April 

29 and return on 

May 9th.  This trip 

will cover all the 

basics and have 

many optional add-

ons.  Brochures for 

the trip are available 

in the back of the 

church or by e-

mailing 

dszen@yahoo.com. 

Inside 

the Tomb 

of 

Lazarus, 

with the 

burial 

chamber 

at lower 

right.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AoizSL-TEJQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AoizSL-TEJQ
mailto:dszen@yahoo.com
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Does a memorable encounter of two disciples with the risen Christ lose its significance 
because different texts of Luke’s Gospel place Emmaus at contradictory distances from 
Jerusalem, allowing at least six locations for the town to be suggested (Luke 24:13-35)? 

St Jerome, who translated most of the Bible from Hebrew and Greek into Latin, declared 
“we cannot tie down to one small portion of the earth him whom heaven itself is unable to 
contain.” 

A comparison could be made with the date of Christmas.  Few Western Christians would 
quibble over celebrating Christ’s birth on December 25, even though nobody knows exactly 
when he was born (although, thanks to a calendar error, we know it was actually 4-6 years 
BC!).  And Eastern Christians celebrate Christmas in January. 

The Franciscan Custody of the Holy Land gets around the difficulty of an unverified 
location by referring to keeping the “memory” of the event.  In some cases the “memory” 

has moved 
when a site 
has become 
inaccessible. 
 Rather 
than 
becoming 
distracted by 
the question 
“Is this the 
exact spot?”, 
it is better to 
focus on what 
happened.  As 
one of our 
guides told us 
on one of our 
trips, “We 
might not be 
on the exact 
spot, but we 
are sure a lot 
closer than 
you’d be if 
you were at 
home 6,000 
miles away!”  
What matters 
to Christians 
is the belief 
that God the 

Father sent his Son on earth for the salvation of the human race. 
In any case, the whole of the Holy Land is more permeated by the presence of God and 

the faith of holy people than any pilgrim can comprehend. 

(Continued from page 17) Authentic Sites? 

Inside the cave of the 
Nativity 

A nyone wishing to remember loved ones and friends 
with a beautiful poinsettia plant that will be 

decorating the church for the Christmas services, please use 
an envelope found on the back table for this purpose.  All 
memorials are due by December 13 in order to be printed in 
the Christmas Eve bulletin.  If you have any questions, please 
contact Gail Winkley, at 203-775-3343 or gailwinkley@yahoo.com.  

mailto:gailwinkley@yahoo.com
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P aricia Brought & Lauren Melody celebrate on Friday.  Gary Stein will be a 

year older and wiser Sunday.  Throw a virtual party for Christopher Goodman 

on Monday.  Have a blessed day everyone! 
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†  Come Saturday 
Morning 

 

E ach Saturday morning 
from 7:30 - 9 am our 

John 21-12 group meets for 
lively theological discussion.  
They have met continuously 
throughout the pandemic.  
Join them at Theo’s 
Downtown Diner in New 
Milford, which has indoor 
and outdoor dining.  

 

†  Mission Committee Holiday Plans  
 

O 
rdinarily this is the time of the year 
when we talk about our plans for 
gathering donations for the 

Christmas Giving Tree.  As we all know, things 
are anything but “ordinary” this year.  Brookfield 
Social Services has changed  the process for their 
programs, and we will be working with them to 
keep everyone safe.  There will be no 
Christmas giving tree.  The best way to deal 
with the challenges this year is to collect 
gift cards for each of their clients.  
Christmas gift cards could be from 
Kohl’s, Walgreens, Target, Walmart, 
CVS, Bed, Bath & Beyond, or gas 
cards for area stations.  They 
would prefer no Amazon gift 
cards, mainly because their 
shipping and delivery times are 
quite extended. 

We have a “mailbox” at the back of church for you to 
put your gift cards in.  There are no sign up lists.  If you’re not 
attending church at this point, you can mail it to St. Paul’s or drop it off during 
the Wednesday drive through food drives.  Please put it in an envelope and 
mark it clearly. 

   All Christmas gifts cards are due in by 
Monday, December 7th. 
 Thank you all for your continued 
support in everything St. Paul’s does.  
Our aim is for the people in need get 
the help they count on from their 
neighbors in town...that’s what St. 
Paul’s attempts in so many ways.  
God bless you all. 
If you have any questions, call 

Barbara DeAnzeris (203) 733-1763, or 
Bonnie Wanzer (203) 313-2814.   Thank you.  

https://biblehub.com/john/21-12.htm
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†  Follow Us Live 

S treaming live our many worship services and events is nothing new for St. 
Paul’s.   We’ve been doing it for more than six years.  Now during the 

current pandemic it is being discovered by many for the first time.   
One parishioner wrote “It was really meaningful to me and my 
wife as I'm sure was to many others "attending" from home.  I 
hadn't experienced a live-streamed service before and had no idea 
it could still feel like corporate worship even though we are all 
separated.  It's an understatement to say it was very comforting to 
come together during this anxious time.”   
 Most of our services are available on YouTube Live or Facebook 
Live.  Check it out and why not introduce it to your friends who 
may be looking for a church and don’t know what to expect?  The 
services can be watched live or later 
online.  Just click on the YouTube 

button (left) or tab on our website for more info.   

†  Art in the Christian Tradition 
Ten Lepers 

James Christensen (born 1942) 
Oil and acrylic on canvas, 2002 

 

‘O ne of them turned back praising God,’ we read in our Thanksgiving Day Gospel 
passage.  We see the thankful man depicted in our painting on the right, turning 

away from the rest of the group to go and show his gratitude to Christ.  The other nine lepers 
are seen walking away… James Christensen, a California based artist, paints this Gospel 
scene in a very elegant, graceful and beautiful way.  The beauty of this painting draws us 
right in and engages the viewer.  The painted detail of the torn, used, scruffy clothes shows 
that moments before this scene, they were still ill, still lepers.  The clothes remind us of their 
past. 

Of the ten lepers, nine are too preoccupied celebrating their new lease of life after having 
been healed.  They are so caught up in themselves and in the moment.  They don’t even 

think for one moment 
to be grateful to Jesus 
who healed them.  
The tenth grasps truly 
the magnitude of 
what has happened 
and the grace he 
received.  He is the 
only one who returns 
to acknowledge 
Christ.  What a great 
pose.  His hands are 
held up.  He probably 
looked at those same 
hands a few moments 
before realizing that 
he was healed, and 

his gaze looks back at Christ, outside the painting.  This image and our Gospel reading 
provide an inspiring reminder to pause for a moment from our fast-paced world and think 
about what we have to be thankful for… 

“No duty is more urgent than that of returning thanks.” 
- St. Ambrose 

https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
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†  This Sunday’s Readings 

 

A Call for Vigilance 
 

 Isaiah 64:1-9 

T he Hebrew Bible lesson presents a contrite plea to God for merciful 
justice.  The prophet recalls earlier times when the Lord’s presence 

made the very mountains quake.  Now the people have sinned grievously and 
are suffering for their wrongs  They can only pray that the Lord will remember 
them as God’s children, God’s creatures, and temper divine anger. 

 Psalm 80:1-7, 16-18 
   A lament and a plea to the Lord, the shepherd of Israel, that God will 

turn away divine anger and restore the people. 
 1 Corinthians 1:3-9 
   In this reading Paul greets the new disciples in Corinth, telling them of 

his gratitude to God on their behalf and offering comfort and assurance.  
Because they are sanctified in Christ, these converts, together with those 
everywhere who call upon Jesus, have a vocation as saints.  They are rich in 
spiritual gifts.  Trusting in a faithful God, they wait for the great 
revelation of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 Mark 13:24-37 
   In this gospel lesson Jesus 
presents his disciples with a 
vision of the end of human 
history and repeatedly urges 
them to be on watch.  The 
universe itself will reflect 
this transformation as the 

Son of Man comes.  
That time is near, 
but no one know it 
exactly.  Disciples 
must live expectantly 
and be on alert for 
their Lord’s coming. 

  †  Sermon Shorts 
 

S eeing & Serving.  To replay all our 

sermons, audio and videos follow 

this link for the Sunday Sermons.  Check 

out our Sermon Archives as well. 

 

Mark 13:24-37 
The lesson for Advent is still: 

Stay awake. 

Be alert. 

Live in expectation. 

Live now as you will when the 

Son of Man does return.  

  
  

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Advent/BAdv1_RCL.html#ot1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Advent/BAdv1_RCL.html#ps1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Advent/BAdv1_RCL.html#nt1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Advent/BAdv1_RCL.html#gsp1
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermons.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/sermon-archives-2018.html
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†  Rose Barrett's 100th Birthday Is December19th 
 

R ose Barrett's 100th birthday is rapidly approaching, December 19th.  With 
COVID still a real and present danger, any traditional celebrations 

are out.  Doing a Zoom gathering would not 
work given her sight and hearing 
challenges.  What we would like for 
her friends and family to do is record 
a video wishing her a happy birthday 
and recounting a memory of her that 
meant something to you or to send the 
same kind of thing in written form 
(card or letter).  Videos can be sent to 
Chris Barrett or posted to the “Rose 
Barrett’s 100th Birthday Facebook 
Group.  “ 

Cards can be sent directly to: 
 

Rose Barrett 
132 Main Street, Apartment 311, 
Danbury, CT   06810 

 

Thanks.  Let's make this a really special celebration for Rose!  

 

†  Our Daily Bread 

O ur Daily Bread for December, January & February is 
now available at the church.   Copies are in the back 

of the church.  Or e-mail dszen@yahoo.com to have copy mailed 
to you. 

Our Daily Bread contains a scripture verse and meditation 
for each day. 

†  Electronic Giving 

A s a reminder, Saint Paul’s continues to offer the electronic giving option for making 
your regular donations.  Contributions can be debited automatically from your 

checking/savings account or your credit/debit card.  Our electronic giving program offers 
convenience for you and provides much needed donation consistency for our congregation.  
There is no cost to you to use this system.  Also there will be 
no changes if you choose to still use your present method of 
giving.  The system is simple using the following steps 
below. 

Sign on to the church website at 
www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com.  Click on the “Give Now” 
button at the top left of the first page.  Click on the “Create 
Profile” button to create your unique on line profile.  After 
you have created your profile, follow the on line instructions 
to schedule your contribution. 

If you have any questions, please contact Chuck Allen at 

203-775-6633 or treasurer@SaintPaulsBrookfield.com. 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/165362990163760
mailto:dszen@yahoo.com?subject=Daily%20Bread
http://www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com
mailto:treasurer@SaintPaulsBrookfield.com
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Random Fact of the Week! 
 

Did you know ... that Sarah Josepha Hale, the author  of "Mary 

Had a Little Lamb," is responsible for making Thanksgiving a 

national holiday? 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Just For the Joy of It! 
(And Christian Fellowship) 

†  It Takes An Editorial Board 
Contributors to this Weeks 

Sword Points: 
 

M ary Allen, Chuck Allen, Susan 
Balla, Chris Barrett, Dot Crocker, 

Steve Hemming, Nicole O’Connors, Patrick 
O’Connors, Mary 
Perry, Ken Perry, 
Kirsten Peterson, 
Debbi Pomeroy, 
John Sarver, Joe 
Shepley, Tara 
Shepley, Pam Szen, 
David Szen, Ron 
Switzer, Carol 
Wheeler, John 
Tuthill, Don 
Winkley, Gail 
Winkley, David 
Williams. 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
https://instagram.com/stpaulsb/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/

